
Kittitas County Impacts Analysis 
  

Land Use and Economic Impacts Resulting from the 
Habitat/Watershed Protection and Enhancement Element 

of the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan 



 Kittitas County Concerns with 
the Targeted Watershed 
Enhancements and Protections 
Component 
 Disparity Upon Kittitas County 
 Tax Burden Shifts 
 Future Land Use 
 Land Management/Ownership 
 Long-term Impacts 

Background 



Kittitas County began a study to consider the impacts of 
the TWPEC in November of 2011 with funding assistance 

of the Department of Ecology. 
 
 

Response to Concerns 



Tony Aronica    Jason Ridlon 
Central WA Resource Energy Collaborative  Alpine Lakes Trail Riders 
 
William Boyum   Tracy Rooney 
DNR (retired)    Teanaway Snowmobile Club, Teanaway Resident 
 
David Gerth    Jill Scheffer 
Kittitas Conservation Trust   Forterra 
 
Jim Halstrom    Jan Sharar 
WA State Horticultural Association  Kittitas County Conservation Coalition 
 
Anna Lael    Art Solbakken 
Kittitas County Conservation District  Solbakken Company 
 
Brian Lenz    David Whitwill 
Puget Sound Energy   Central Washington Homebuilders Association 
 

Richard Low    Cynthia Wilkerson 
Teanaway Valley Resident   The Wilderness Society 
 

Pamela McMullin-Messier 
Professor of Sociology, CWU 

Citizen Advisory Committee 



 Impacts considered on a per-action basis. 
 Considered the existing land use designation and 

zoning. 
 Assumed implementation of the preferred 

alternatives (including ownership). 
 Assumed the principles of the lands subcommittee 

would be realized: 
 Historical “working land” uses would remain. 
 Recreation opportunities improved/enhanced. 

 

Land Use Analysis 



 

Land Use Analysis Results 



 

Land Analysis Results Continued 



 

Land Use Analysis Results Continued 



 Quantify impacts identified – positive or negative. 
 Impacts considered on a per-action basis. 
 Considered the existing land use designation and zoning. 
 Assumed implementation of the preferred alternatives 

(including ownership). 
 Assumed the principles of the lands subcommittee would 

be realized: 
 Historical “working land” uses would remain. 
 Recreation opportunities improved/enhanced. 

 

Economic Impacts Analysis 



 Impacts are organized for consideration by major 
category (forestry, agriculture, recreation, land 
development, county revenues and expenditures, 
etc.) 

 Results presented under two scenarios: 
 With Public Investment 
 Without Public Investment 

Economic Impacts Analysis  





 

Economic Analysis Results Continued 



Economic Analysis Results Continued 



Economic Analysis Results Continued 



 Key Considerations: 
 Analysis predicts new service-related costs associated 

with the TWPEC of the integrated plan unique to Kittitas 
County. 

 Relying on PILT revenue as mitigation is risky. 
 Investments in recreation infrastructure are necessary 

to receive the predicted benefits. 
 Funding will be needed to implement the preferred 

alternative for the Teanaway acquisition as a Community 
Forest. 
 

 

Economic Mitigation Strategies 



 Federal PILT – Increase of $17,666.80 per year. 
 State PILT – Increase of $36,296.00 per year. 
 Maintenance Endowment Fund 

 $15 million one time payment recommendation 
 Earnings utilized as a revenue source for ongoing 

expenditures. 
 Annual 4% ROI, $600,000 per year in earnings. 
 Principle to remain in perpetuity. 

Mitigation Recommendations 



 Community Forest Operations and Forest Health Practices 
Fund 
 Support the implementation and operation of the Community 

Forest Board and forest management upon Teanaway 
acquisition. 

 Model is to be self-sustaining, but considering the current 
state of the land, significant time will be needed to achieve 
that goal. 

 Amount not quantified at this time. 
 Investment Fund 

 Utilized for recreational improvements/enhancements. 
 $5 million initial investment. 

Mitigation Recommendations 
Continued  



 Kittitas County Board of Commissioners Action. 
 Incorporation into the Integrated Plan. 

 

Next Steps 
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