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Benton County Board of Commi5sioners 

620 Market Street 

Prosser, WA 99350 


Re: Support lor the Preliminary Integrated Waler Management Plan 

Oear Commissioners: 

This leiter is to express the Kennewick Irrigil!ion Oi5\rid's support 1(1( the prelininary 
integrated water m an1lgement pliln mat has been formulated and is currently being finalized 
by Ihe YRBWEP WOI1q;!roup, Incilld ing first pursuing in-basin waler supply alternatives. 

The District ooids 11 pro-ratable water right from the Yakima River and long term water 
supply reliability in the Yak.ima basin is a critical issue 10 the landowners served by the 
District. The Dislricfs support of the final plan is contingent upon ensuring adequate, long
term supply for District water users during drought and other water years. 

The timing and sequence for potentially see~ i n g a Columbia River Inter-basin trans fer has 
been 11 con troversial topic at the Workgroup. To i'I1prove understaoor,g. the Dist ritl 
requests clarification on the County's position for when and how pursuing a Columbia River 
inter-m.sin ttansfer would otCUI . 

KID ,hares Benton County's int!!f"est in ensuring a long term water supply in Ihe Yama 
River basin. We n!t:Ognize il 1$ critical fOI basin interests 10 join together on II FiOllI 
Integrated Plan if we are going to SUCGflsfully' seek stale and federal ruoomg to improve 
YII~i'I1a basin supply and fisheries. 

Sincerely, 

~/~~ 
/ 	 Jo~n A. Jaksch 

KID Board Presiclent 

cc: 	 Dere~ Sandison, Department of Ecology 

YRBWEP work group members 
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