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Outline 
 DSS (Decision Support System) Purposes 

and Uses 
 DSS Elements 

1. Alternative/Action types 
2. Data used for comparisons 
3. Base results and best/worst identification 
4. Conversion to common unit of measure 
5. Comparison of alternatives at different 

levels of aggregation 

 Development Status 
 
 



DSS Purposes and Uses  
 Decision support, not decision making  

 “Apples to apples” comparison of 
alternatives – with disparate characteristics 
and different units of measure 

 Aggregation of results (i.e. composite score 
for multiple characteristics) 

 If desired, assignment of higher 
weight/importance to some characteristics 
over others (not done or planned to date) 



DSS Elements 

  
 

1. Alternatives/Action 
Types 
 Surface Storage 

 Groundwater 

 Conservation 

Comparisons within & across 
action types 



DSS Elements  

2. Data Used for Comparison of 
Alternatives:  A Hierarchy   

 

 Perspective 

 Category 

 Factor 

 Criteria 

DSS enables 
comparison of 
alternatives at 
each level 



DSS Elements 



DSS Elements 



DSS Elements 3. Base Results & B/W 



DSS Elements 
4. Conversion to common unit of measure 



DSS Elements 



 
 

DSS Elements 
 …Comparison at Perspective & Category Levels 

(In-process draft) 



 
 

DSS Elements 
 …Comparison at Perspective & Category Levels 
 

evels 
(In-process draft) 



 
 

DSS Elements 
 …Comparison at Perspective Level Only 

(In-process draft) 



 
 

DSS Elements 
 …Comparison at Perspective Level Only 
 

(In-process draft) 



Development Status 

 Finalizing data categories to be used in 
comparing alternatives. 

 Completing data collection for all candidate 
actions (surface storage, groundwater & 
conservation options) 

 Finishing development of the tool (formula 
linkages, etc.) 

 Running analysis to compare individual actions 
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