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Facts about Irrigation Canals 
 

• Canals are man-made channel for water.  
 

• In Idaho, canals are used to deliver water to irrigated land. 
 

• Idaho has approximately 4 million acres of irrigated agricultural land. There are thousands of 
miles of irrigation canals in Idaho. Most of it is in pasture and hay crops, grain crops, potatoes, 
and sugar beets. 
 

• Every year in Idaho, more than a half dozen children and adults drown in irrigation canals. As 
Idaho populations increases, so does the number of drownings. 
 

• More children drown in canals every year in Idaho than in any other body of water. 
 

• The average irrigation canal depth is 7-10 feet deep. The water flows fast and is cold and the 
canal banks are nearly vertical, making it almost impossible to get out if you fall in. 
 

• Irrigation canals may have undertows and turbulence that could drag even a strong swimmer 
under water. 
 

• Debris (trash and garbage) and dangerous things can be found in canals. 
 

• Dry canals are not safe because there is no way to know when water may be released and you 
may be trapped by a surge of water. 
 

• Ladder rungs on the side of canals are used by workers when cleaning and repairing canals. 
Ladders are not there to encourage swimming. 
 

• Canals have grates, culverts, spillways and in-water energy dissipation devices. If a person were 
to fall into a water-filled ditch or canal, additional hazards include becoming caught up in or 
striking an object or structure. This may cause someone to become submerged. 
 

• Canal temperature is about 55 degrees and can cause hypothermia. Hypothermia is a condition 
which causes a person’s body temperature to abnormally drop, causing stiffness, so that a person 
cannot move or swim to safety. 
 

• Canals are private property and it is considered trespassing should you enter without permission. 
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