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In late December 1986 and early January 1987, State and Federal wildlife biologists reported that about 500,000 fish were dead or dying near the mouth of the Carson River, in the Carson Sink, which is part of the Fallon National Wildlife Refuge and is about 75 miles east of Reno, Nevada. By early February 1987, the estimated number of dead fish had increased to about 7 million. Fish carcasses were found along 40 miles of shoreline, and about 1,500 aquatic birds of many species were found dead in the sink, mainly near the Humboldt Slough (Steven P. Thompson, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, oral commun., 1987).

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service asked the U.S. Geological Survey to collect and analyze water and bottom-material samples near the wildlife kills in the Carson Sink to help determine the cause of the wildlife deaths. Background information and the results of studies by the two agencies are presented in this article.
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