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ABSTRACT

The topographic depression cradling the Salton Sea (Sea) has a long history of alternating wet and dry conditions. Colorado River (River) delta mechanics occasionally directed flows into the basin. This water quickly evaporated once the River discharge returned to the Gulf of California. The current body of water was created as a human accident when the River breached a temporary structure during high flows in 1905. The Sea would have again evaporated had it not been for agricultural drainage providing inflows that sustain the Sea to this day. The Sea has provided opportunities for water-based recreation, fish and wildlife use, and speculative shoreline development; however, as salinity has increased and nutrients provided by agricultural runoff have caused eutrophic conditions, the original attraction faded and the Sea has become less desirable for both man and animal. Recent water supply demands and promulgation of agricultural water-quality objectives have created pressure to alter the amount and quality of water draining into the Sea. Changes made in response to this pressure could accelerate the decline of the Sea. The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), other Federal agencies, and local entities recognize the resource potential provided by the Sea and are working together to address these conflicting issues.
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