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INTRODUCTION

In response to Congressional requests, the Department of the Interior (DOI) formed a multi-agency task group in the fall of 1985 to examine the potential for damage to lands affected by DOI irrigation projects. The objective of the task group is to determine from existing information and reconnaissance studies if irrigation practices have the potential to cause harmful effects on human health, fish, wildlife, and other water users, or to reduce the suitability of water for beneficial uses.

In 1988, field-screening studies were conducted at ten areas in the western U.S. where wildlife management areas receive irrigation drainage water from federally managed irrigation projects. The field-screening studies were designed as limited-sampling, reconnaissance-level investigations whose purposes are to recognize problem areas and problem elements, but not to characterize areas in detail. Following are brief descriptions of the ten areas: 

Belle Fourche, South Dakota: The study area consists of about 57,000 acres of irrigable land near the northeastern edge of the Black Hills in western South Dakota. The lands are generally along the Belle Fourche River in an area approximately 12 miles wide and extending 24 miles downstream from the Belle ourche Diversion Dam and Reservoir.

Angostura, South Dakota: The study area extends along the Cheyenne River for about 24 miles below Angostura Dam in Fall River and Custer Counties in southwestern South Dakota. Approximately 12,200 acres of land are irrigated; irrigation tail-water and ground-water return form a majority of the flow in the Cheyenne River in the project area during portions of the year.

American Falls Reservoir, Idaho: The reservoir is located on the Snake River in southeastern Idaho. As a portion of its inflow, it receives irrigation drainage water from about 560,000 acres of irrigated land and effluent from municipalities. Mini-doka National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) is located about 10 miles downstream of the reservoir.
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