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ABSTRACT

During the last several years, there has been increasing recognition of the impacts of irrigation drainage water on human health and fish and wildlife resources. In 1983, the U.S. Department of the Interior discovered that elevated levels of selenium in the Kesterson Reservoir in California were causing waterfowl deaths, deformities, and reproductive failures. In other areas throughout the western States, high levels of other trace elements and pesticides have been identified subsequently in water, sediment, plant, and animal samples.

In response to this situation, the Department of the Interior initiated the National Irrigation Water Quality Program to identify areas where irrigation drainage water may be causing or has the potential to cause harmful effects. To date, 22 areas in 13 States have been identified where the Department believes problems may exist. Interdisciplinary teams of engineers and scientists are at work at these locations to evaluate the problems, conduct scientific investigations, and develop solutions.

The new Department of the Interior program is designed to respond to irrigation-induced water-quality problems in a manner that protects our Nation's fish and wildlife resources while at the same time maintaining the viability of irrigation projects in the western States.

PAGE  
1

