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INTRODUCTION

The Committee on Planning and Remediation for Irrigation-Induced Water Quality Problems* held two meetings in late 1990 (September 27-28 and December 6-7) to develop an understanding of the purpose, goals, and methods of the National Irrigation Water Quality Program (NIWQP). Committee members met with NIWQP managers and read key NIWQP documents to ready themselves to provide guidance to NIWQP staff and comment on the future of the program.

On March 14-16, 1991, the committee joined NIWQP management and staff in Sparks, Nevada, for a series of mid-course briefings on the progress of NIWQP projects. Teams of researchers from NIWQP sites around the West participated. Four teams presented reports on reconnaissance level studies (Dolores Project, Colorado; San Juan Project, New Mexico; Humboldt Project, Nevada; and Owyhee-Vale Project, Oregon-Idaho). Three teams presented information on new detailed studies (Gunnison Project, Colorado; Klamath Project, California; Sun River Project, Montana). Finally, four teams met with the committee to discuss projects entering the planning phase of activity (Kendrick, Wyoming; Middle Green River, Utah; Stillwater Project, Nevada; and Salton Sea, California).


_______________________________________ 

* This committee is the second Water Science and Technology Board committee to focus on irrigation-related problems. From 1985 to 1990, another committee provided guidance to the San Joaquin Valley Drainage Program, which sought to address selenium contamination in California. That committee authored a related National Research Council report, "Irrigation-Induced Water Quality Problems: What Can Be Learned from the San Joaquin Valley Experience" (NRC, 1989) and provided some guidance to the NIWQP during its first phase of operation.
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