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Purpose. 2.1 ThisChapterprovidesDepartment-wideguidanceforcarryingoutthe
Secretary strustresponsibilityasitpertainstoIndiantrustassets.  

Scope. 2.2 TheprovisionsofthisChapterareapplicabletoall
Departmentalbureausandoffices.  

Authority. 2.3 ThisChapterisissuedundertheauthorityofthe
AmericanIndianTrustFundManagementReformActof1994 (25U.S.C.  

4001, etseq.), anditsimplementingregulations.  

GeneralProvision. 2.4 ThisChapterisintendedtoenhancethe
Department=smanagementoftheSecretary'strustresponsibility.   
Itisnotintendedto, anddoesnot, createanyrighttoadministrative
orjudicialreview, oranylegalrightorbenefit, substantiveor
procedural, enforceablebyapartyagainsttheUnitedStates, its
agencies, orinstrumentalities, itsofficersoremployees, orany
otherperson.    

Definitions. 2.5 ForpurposesofthisChapter, thefollowing
definitionsapply:  

A. ABeneficialowner@meansbothIndiantribesandindividual
IndianswhoaretheownersofIndiantrustassetsheldbythefederal
governmentintrustorwitharestrictionagainstalienation.  

B. APersonswhomanageIndiantrustassets@meansDepartmental
employeeswhohavebeenproperlydelegatedspecificauthorityto
manageoradministerIndiantrustassets.  

C. AIndiantrustassets@meanslands, naturalresources, money,  
orotherassetsheldbythefederalgovernmentintrustorthatare
restrictedagainstalienationforIndiantribesandindividual
Indians.    

D. ATrustresponsibility@asusedinthisChapteronlypertains
toIndiantrustassets.  



Responsibilities. 2.6

OfficeoftheSpecialTrusteeforAmericanIndiansA. is
responsibleforensuringcompliancewiththerequirementsofthis
Chapter.  

AssistantSecretariesB. willensurethatbureausandoffices
undertheirjurisdictioncomplywiththisChapter.  

HeadsofbureausandofficesC. areresponsibleforensuring
thattheprinciplesinParagraph2.7ofthisChapterarecarried
outbytheirorganizationsasthey:  

1) Review, modifyorpromulgatenewregulations, policy
statements, instructionsormanuals;  

2) Developlegislativeandbudgetaryproposals; and

3) Manage, administer, ortakeotheractionsdirectly
relatingtoorpotentiallyaffectingassetsheldintrustbythe
UnitedStatesforIndiantribesandindividualIndians.   

TrustPrinciples. 2.7 ItisthepolicyoftheDepartmentofthe
Interiortodischarge, withoutlimitation, theSecretary=sIndian
trustresponsibilitywithahighdegreeofskill, care, andloyalty.  
TheproperdischargeoftheSecretary=strustresponsibilities

requiresthatpersonswhomanageIndiantrustassets:  

A. ProtectandpreserveIndiantrustassetsfromloss, damage,  
unlawfulalienation, waste, anddepletion;  

B. AssurethatanymanagementofIndiantrustassetsthatthe
Secretaryhasanobligationtoundertakepromotestheinterestof
thebeneficialownerandsupports, totheextentitisconsistent
withtheSecretary=strustresponsibility, thebeneficialowner=s
intendeduseoftheassets;  

C. Enforcethetermsofallleasesorotheragreementsthat
providefortheuseoftrustassets, andtakeappropriatestepsto
remedytrespassontrustorrestrictedlands;  

D. Promotetribalcontrolandself-determinationovertribal
trustlandsandresources;  

E. SelectandoverseepersonswhomanageIndiantrustassets;  

F. ConfirmthattribesthatmanageIndiantrustassetspursuant
tocontractsandcompactsauthorizedbytheIndianSelf-Determination
andEducationAssistanceAct, 25U.S.C. 450, etseq., protectand
prudentlymanageIndiantrustassets;    

G. Provideoversightandreviewoftheperformanceofthe
Secretary=strustresponsibility, includingIndiantrustassetand



investmentmanagementprograms, operationalsystems, andinformation
systems;  

H. Accountforandtimelyidentify, collect, deposit, invest,  
anddistributeincomedueorheldonbehalfofbeneficialowners;  

I. Maintainaverifiablesystemofrecordsthatiscapable,  
ataminimum, ofidentifying:  (1) thelocation, thebeneficial
owners, anylegalencumbrances (i.e., leases, permits, etc.), the
useroftheresource, therentsandmoniespaid, ifany, andthe
valueoftrustorrestrictedlandsandresources; (2) datesof
collections, deposits, transfers, disbursements, thirdparty
obligations (i.e., courtorderedchildsupport, judgements, etc.),  
amountofearnings, investmentinstrumentsandclosingofalltrust
fundaccounts; (3) documentspertainingtoactionstakentoprevent
orcompensateforanydiminishmentoftheIndiantrustassets; and
4) documentsthatevidencetheDepartment=sactionsregardingthe

managementanddispositionofIndiantrustassets;  

J. Establishandmaintainasystemofrecordsthatpermits
beneficialownerstoobtaininformationregardingtheirIndiantrust
assetsinatimelymannerandprotecttheprivacyofsuchinformation
inaccordancewithapplicablestatutes;  

K. InvesttribalandindividualIndiantrustfundstomakethe
trustaccountreasonablyproductiveforthebeneficialowner
consistentwithmarketconditionsexistingatthetimetheinvestment
ismade;   

L. Communicatewithbeneficialownersregardingthemanagement
andadministrationofIndiantrustassets; and

M. Protecttreaty-basedfishing, hunting, gathering, and
similarrightsofaccessandresourceuseontraditionaltriballands.  
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