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Introduction

In accordance with section 102(2)(c) of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969,
as amended, the South-Central California Area Office of the Bureau of Reclamation
(Reclamation) has determined that an Environmental Impact Statement is not required for the
Tranquillity Irrigation District/San Luis Water District Groundwater Transfer/Exchange
Program—2011 through 2013.

This Draft Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) has been completed to document the
findings of Environmental Assessment (EA) 10-092 that was prepared to examine the potential
direct, indirect and cumulative impacts of the Transfer/Exchange Program; specifically, those
areas within the service area boundaries of the Tranquillity Irrigation District (TQID) and San
Luis Water District (SLWD). Approval of the proposed action would allow continuance of the
2009-2011 Tranquillity Irrigation District/San Luis Water District Groundwater Exchange
Program previously analyzed in EA 09-99.

The total proposed exchange in the 2009-2011 Program allowed up to 14,000 acre-feet (af)
where as the 2011-2012 Program would allow up-to to 15,000 af but not to exceed 7,500 af in
any water year. Actual transfers will be determined by water needs. Under the previous 2009-
2011 Program a total of 8,420 af was transferred. The word “Transfer” has been added to the title
since EA 09-99 to reflect the action between TQID and SLWD. The word “Exchange” reflects
the action between TQID and the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation).

Reclamation provided the public with an opportunity to comment on the draft EA/FONSI from
February 15, 2011 to March 1, 2011. No comments were received.

Background

California has experienced drought conditions in recent years that has reduced water supplies to
many Central Valley Project (CVP) contractors. South-of-Delta (SOD) CVP water service
contractors experienced reduced water supply allocations in recent years due to hydrologic
conditions and regulatory requirements. The hydrologic conditions for 2011 are still evolving
and although conditions improved in 2010, it is likely that SOD CVP contractors will still need
to supplement supplies to meet demands because of past dry years and overall CVVP operational
constraints. SOD CVP contractors thus need to identify additional supplies to avoid shortages
for their customers. One of these contractors, SLWD is pursuing water management options to
help meet their water demands.

Reclamation’s finding that implementation of the Proposed Action will result in no significant
impact to the quality of the human environment is supported by the following:

Findings
Water Resources

This proposed Transfer/Exchange involving CVP water would not alter the flow regime of
natural waterways or natural watercourses such as the Delta, streams, creeks, ponds, pools,
wetlands, etc., so as to avoid detrimental effects on fish or wildlife or their habitats. No native or
untilled land (fallow for 3 years or more) will be cultivated with CVP water involved in these
actions. No new construction or modification of existing facilities is to occur in order to
complete the proposed Transfer/Exchange.



There would be no direct, indirect or cumulative adverse impacts to water resources with
compliance to Environmental Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments (Appendix A).This
proposed Transfer/Exchange involving CVP water would comply with all applicable federal,
state and local laws, regulations, permits, guidelines and policies.

Geological Resources

Elastic and recoverable subsidence occurs as long as water levels remain above historic lows. A
review of water levels in the area of TQID for the 1963-1967 low was compared with water
levels for April 2009. It was found that water levels for the most recently available data are 70 to
100 feet above historic lows. In this region during the 1976-1977 and 1987-1992 droughts, water
levels fell about 80 feet per year. Pumping for the current year would cause a water level fall
which would be above the historic low in the vicinity of the wells involved in the proposed
Transfer/Exchange. Subsidence that occurs from pumping these wells this season would
therefore be elastic and recoverable upon the return of water levels.

TQID would monitor groundwater levels in the TQID Well Field and monitoring wells in the
area on a monthly basis which will prevent direct, indirect or cumulative impacts to geological
resources including the aquifer (Appendix A).

Land Use

The proposed Transfer/Exchange would provide additional surface water to allow SLWD
agricultural lands to remain in production, and to transfer groundwater for future delivery to
support existing farmlands, minimize the potential for fallowing agricultural land and avoid
additional demand on Delta supplies. No new agricultural development is expected under the
proposed Transfer/Exchange. The conveyance of the groundwater through CVP facilities would
not contribute to changes in land use. The proposed Transfer/Exchange would generate no new
housing and would result in no new permanent population growth that would exceed official
regional or local population projections in the TQID or SLWD service areas. The approval to be
covered under this FONSI would be for 2011-2013 and would be limited to use of this
groundwater resulting in no land use changes. As such there would be no direct, indirect or
cumulative impacts to land use.

Biological Resources

Although the Proposed Action would exchange water through the Mendota Pool, water levels
and flow of the Mendota Pool would not change and therefore the proposed Transfer/Exchange
would not have an adverse impact on the existing biological habitats. The proposed
Transfer/Exchange would not involve the conversion of any land and would therefore not change
the land use patterns of the cultivated or fallowed fields that do have some value to listed species
or birds protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. Since no natural stream course alteration
would occur, there would be no effects on listed fish species. As such there would be no direct,
indirect or cumulative impacts to biological resources.

Cultural Resources

Exchanging water as described in the proposed Transfer/Exchange would not result in impacts to
archeological or cultural resources as no land disturbance would occur. Because the known sites
and features within the area of potential effect would not be directly impacted by the proposed
Transfer/Exchange, there is no potential for cumulative impacts.



Indian Trust Assets

The proposed Transfer/Exchange does not have a potential to have direct, indirect or cumulative
impact on Indian Trust Assets.

Socioeconomic Resources

The proposed Transfer/Exchange would not interfere with CVP priorities or operations and
would result in temporarily increased water supply reliability for SLWD. The proposed
Transfer/Exchange would have a positive socioeconomic impact to the SLWD area in that
agricultural land would be maintained in production and the associated farm service industries
would also be supported. The proposed Transfer/Exchange would allow for some additional
portion of continued water deliveries to SLWD and would help to maintain the stability of the
agricultural market and economic vitality for this part of the San Joaquin Valley.

Environmental Justice

Without the proposed Transfer/Exchange water, some field crops may not be planted or may
become stressed. The proposed Transfer/Exchange would positively affect low income and
minority populations because these populations include farm workers. Therefore the proposed
Transfer/Exchange would not disproportionately impact minority and disadvantaged populations.

Air Quality

Of the nine wells that would likely participate in the Proposed Action, none are powered with
internal combustion engines. As such, there would be no direct, indirect or cumulative impacts to
air quality.

Global Climate Change

As stated in the Air Quality section, of the nine wells that would likely participate in the
proposed Transfer/Exchange, none are powered with internal combustion engines. Any

greenhouse gases emitted in the generation of electricity for the pumps would be below the
current Federal de minimis levels.



Environmental Impact Mitigation and Monitoring Table

Please Note: Compliance with these measures is required to maintain approval for the Federal Action.

Reporting/ ' Responsible
Resource Discussion e o Notification Compliance Agency and
Mitigation/Monitoring Measures Requirement Schedule contact
q information
The District will provide a monthly summary of measurements of water quality
in the active wells, TQID system, and Fresno Slough. The quality of water in
the Fresno Slough, measured at the TQID headworks, must not exceed:
The ground water pumped for the proposed Monthly reports of Monthly during the
) . TDS — 1,200 ppm water quality to proposed
TQID
Gr(o(;r;;il\i/;/;a)ter ;r:rllsrfsrﬁxgroingheosrhﬁgrg'tsdggsﬁlde the quality of water in pH — between 6.0 and 9.0 SLDMWA and Transfer/Exchange Q
g 4 ' Selenium — 2.0 pg/L Reclamation. program.
If an exceedance occurs, Reclamation will advise TQID to stop pumping until
the concentration in the Fresno Slough has diminished below the target levels
In accordance with the July 2009 Groundwater Management Plan, TQID will
monitor the depth to groundwater in the active wells associated with this Monthly reports of Monthly during the
Groundwater The groundwater pumped for the proposed Transfer/Exchange. Reclamation and TQID, in cooperation with the depth to groundwater proposed TQID
(Levels) Transfer/Exchange shall not cause an irreparable drop in SLDMWA, will determine a threshold maximum depth to groundwater in the to SLDMWA and transfer/Exchange
groundwater elevation. active wells. Reclamation. program
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