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28 as fol

Ideration is denied in part and granted

Bing Condition 22 and adding Condi%

22, The State Water Board reserves jurisdtctiontto supervise the short-term change under
this Order, and to coordinate or modify terms and conditions, for the protection of vested
rights, fish, WIS., instream bervilcial uses as future conditions may warrant or as
appropriate to respond to information provided by the memitoring programs or plans
required under this order.

28. By March 14011, Reclamation shall submito the Deputy Director for Water Rights, to
the extent this iMormat orris not already provided to the Division under Condtion 7, a
report describing: (a)	 elevation thresholds

, pOtentialb+ , and threat) in Reach 4A(b a summary of its evaluation of
seepage	 rig data from the WY 2010!Interim Flows Project regardng Reach 4A1
(c) any changes to its assessment of channel capacities In Reach 4A; and (d) any
measures taken to ensure that flows under the SJRRP do not cause exceedance of a
groundwater elevation action threshold in Reach 4A.
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EXHIBIT 1 
 







































































 

 

1.8   San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority 
 
SLDMWA – 1:  See responses to comments SLDMWA – 2 through 15 below. 
 
SLDMWA – 2:  Reclamation, San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority (SLDMWA), and 
Friant Water Authority have been meeting to address concerns expressed in this comment and to 
develop a recapture and recirculation plan as called for in Paragraph 16(a) of the Settlement and 
Section 10004(a)(4) of the Act.  Reclamation is committed to implementing the SJRRP in a way 
that meets the requirements of the Settlement while meeting the third party protections provided 
in the Act.  
 
Section 10004(f) of the Act states the following: 
 

EFFECT ON CONTRACT WATER ALLOCATIONS.—Except as otherwise provided in 
this section, the implementation of the Settlement and the reintroduction of California 
Central Valley Spring Run Chinook salmon pursuant to the Settlement and section 10011, 
shall not result in the involuntary reduction in contract water allocations to Central Valley 
Project long-term contractors, other than Friant Division long-term contractors. 
 

Section 10004(g) of the Act states the following: 
 

EFFECT ON EXISTING WATER CONTRACTS.—Except as provided in the Settlement 
and this part, nothing in this part shall modify or amend the rights and obligations of the 
parties to any existing water service, repayment, purchase or exchange contract. 

 
Additionally, in the State Water Resources Control Board Order (Order) WR 2010-0029-DWR, 
stated that San Luis and Delta-Mendota Water Authority (Authority) historically received 
deliveries of Central Valley Project (CVP) water for irrigation purposes along the San Joaquin 
Valley’s west side.  It is further discussed in the Order that “the Authority did not provide 
specific information about its claim of right to use water beyond general references to its 
contracts and senior rights.”   
 
The plan for long-term recirculation and recapture associated with the SJRRP is outside of the 
scope of this temporary, one-year action for WY 2012 Interim Flows.  However, Reclamation 
has been coordinating with water users to develop the SJRRP’s Recapture and Recirculation Plan 
and will continue to coordinate appropriately with these agencies.   
 
SLDMWA – 3: See response to comment SLDMWA – 2.   
 
SLDMWA – 4:  See response to comments SLDMWA – 2 and RMC-SJREC -4. 
 
SLDMWA – 5: See response to comment RMC – SJREC – 5.   
 
SLDMWA – 6:  See response to comments SLDMWA – 2 and RMC – SJREC – 5.  
Reclamation will prepare a separate document to address the recirculation of water that would 



 

 

potentially be recaptured as part of the WY 2012 Interim Flows Project.  It is currently unknown 
where and how much water that will be recaptured, although potential locations and a range of 
volumes are identified and covered in the Draft Supplemental WY 2012 Interim Flows EA and 
this Final Supplemental WY 2012 Interim Flows EA.  Because specific plans for recirculation 
are not known at this time, it is too speculative to evaluate in these documents.  The recirculation 
of WY 2012 Interim Flows would be subject to subsequent environmental review and will be 
evaluated under Nation Environmental Policy Act and the California Environmental Quality Act, 
if applicable, prior to the implementation of those actions. 
 
Reclamation, SLDMWA, and Friant Water Authority have been meeting to address concerns 
expressed in this comment and to develop a recapture and recirculation plan as called for in 
Paragraph 16(a) of the Settlement and Section 10004(a)(4) of the Act.  The parties are working 
to resolve a few remaining issues and Reclamation is hopeful to complete the plan by early next 
calendar year.   
 
SLDMWA – 7:  See response to comment RMC – SJREC – 25.  
 
SLDMWA – 8:    Based on historical data collected at Mendota Pool, the electrical conductivity 
(EC) elevation that occurred is not specific to the implementation of Interim Flows.  EC in the 
pool varies greatly based on groundwater pump-in to the Delta-Mendota Canal, Delta-Mendota 
Canal operations, and water demands.  This variance is shown in Figure 1 below, with the 
increase in EC in Mendota Pool called out for clarity.   



 

 

Figure 1: Mendota Pool Electrical Conductivity compared to historical 

Reclamation has committed to the implementation of the Mendota Pool Water Quality Response 
Plan which provides for moving flows through the Firebaugh Wasteway to reduce EC in 
Mendota Pool and to still allow delivery of water contract supplies.  This plan will continue to be 
implemented in a manner to avoid and minimize impacts related to increased EC levels in 
Mendota Pool.  This plan will continue to be implemented in coordination with SLDMWA and 
the San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors. 
 
Reclamation is not aware of any degradation of water quality in the Mendota Pool that may have 
been caused by or exacerbated by Interim Flows in WY 2011.   
 
SLDMWA – 10:  See response to comment SLDMWA – 2.  Reclamation, SLDMWA, and 
Friant Water Authority have been meeting to address concerns expressed in this comment and to 
develop a recapture and recirculation plan as called for in Paragraph 16(a) of the Settlement and 
Section 10004(a)(4) of the Act.  The parties are working to resolve a few remaining issues, 
including specifically, the concerns raised in this comment related to the availability of flood 
flows.  These concerns are complex and challenging to resolve.  However, Reclamation is 
nearing a resolution and is hopeful to complete the plan by early next calendar year.  
 
SLDMWA – 11:  See response to comment SLDMWA – 2.  Additionally, WY 2012 Interim 
Flows shall be operated consistent with, and give priority to, existing water supply contracts.  



The available capacity for recapture is the capacity that is available after satisfaction of all 
statutory and contractual obligations to existing water service or supply contracts, exchange 
contracts, settlement contracts, transfers, or other agreements involving or intended to benefit 
CVP/SWP contractors.  Additionally, flood flows have a greater priority than WY 2012 Interim 
Flows for utilization of existing channel capacity.  This is stated in Section 2.2.2 of the Final WY 
2010 Interim Flows EA that is incorporated into the Draft Supplemental WY 2012 Interim Flows 
EA by reference. 
 
SLDMWA – 12:  New Melones currently operates under an interim release plan.  Reclamation, 
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority (SLDMWA), and Friant Water Authority have been 
meeting to address water supply concerns and to develop a recapture and recirculation plan as 
called for in Paragraph 16(a) of the Settlement and Section 10004(a)(4) of the Act.  Reclamation 
is committed to implementing the SJRRP in a way that meets the requirements of the Settlement 
while meeting the third party protections provided in the Act. 
 
SLDMWA – 13:  Reclamation is consulting with appropriate regulatory agencies for operations 
in the Delta in relation to the implementation of the Proposed Action.  It is not anticipated that 
increased regulatory action will occur for Central Valley Project/State Water Project contractors 
associated with this temporary one-year action.  Future potential actions are outside of the scope 
of this analysis. 
 
SLDMWA – 14:  The Draft Supplemental WY 2012 Interim Flows EA evaluates potential 
impacts as a result of the Proposed Action on resource areas.  It is unclear from the commentor’s 
statement what additional analysis may be needed for the resource areas identified.  No changes 
are proposed to the document. 
 
SLDMWA – 15:  The commentor provided the request on August 8, 2011 after the comment 
deadline, which was July 21, 2011.  However, Reclamation is including this letter with the 
comment responses.  The two documents that are requested for inclusion into the administrative 
record for the Draft Supplemental WY 2012 Interim Flows EA are the San Joaquin River 
Restoration Program Draft Program Environmental Impact/Environmental Impact Report, dated 
April 2011, and the Draft Plan for the Recirculation, Recapture, Reuse, Exchange, or Transfer of 
Interim and Restoration Flows, dated February 10, 2011.  Both of the documents requested are 
associated with the long-term implementation of the SJRRP and outside of the scope of the 
environmental review conducted for WY 2012 Interim Flows, which is a temporary one-year 
action. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.9   Wolfsen Land Owner Group 
 



1

Banonis, Michelle

From: Larry R. Harris [LHarris@murdoc.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2011 9:15 PM
To: InterimFlows@RestoreSJR.net
Subject: Draft SEA Comments

 
Ms. Michelle Banonis 
Natural Resources Specialist 
Bureau of Reclamation 
2800 Cottage Way MP-170 
Sacramento, CA 95825-1898 
 

Re:  Comments of the Wolfsen Land Owner Group to the Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Assessment and Proposed Finding of No Significant Impact for the San Joaquin River Restoration 
Program Water Year 2012 Interim Flows Project, June 14, 2011 

Dear Ms. Banonis: 

On behalf of the Wolfsen Land Owner Group, I hereby submit comments to the above referenced documents 
(referred here to for convenience as the Draft SEA).   
  
We are landowners/farmers along the San Joaquin River in the area known to the San Joaquin Restoration 
Program (SJRRP) as Reach 4-A and 4B.  The SJRRP will adversely impact our farming operations by putting 
land out of production, causing seepage and flooding damage, severance damage, introducing invasive species, 
interfering with agricultural practices due to the presence of a listed species, and other adverse impacts, 
including the unauthorized use of the Eastside Bypass Channel for fish flows.  The Wolfsen Land Owner 
Group, as members of the Exchange Contractors through the San Luis Canal Company, Central California 
Irrigation District and participation with the RMC, have long term concerns regarding the SJRRP.  Due to these 
long term concerns regarding implementation of the SJRRP, we join in the comments of the San Joaquin River 
Exchange Contractors Water Authority, its member agencies and the San Joaquin River Resource Management 
Coalition submitted to you on July 21, 2011. 
  
Thank you for accepting our comments. 
  
Sincerely, 
Larry Harris 
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1.9   Wolfsen Land Owner Group 
Wolfsen -1:  See responses to comments for RMC – SJREC – 1 through 46. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.10  West Stanislaus Irrigation District 
 
 



Jeanne M. Zolezzi
jzolezzi@herumcrabtree.com

VIA EMAIL

July 1, 2011

Ms. Michelle Banonis 
Natural Resource Specialist
2800 Cottage Way, MP-170
Sacramento, CA 95825
mbanonis@usbr.gov

Re: San Joaquin River Restoration Program/Supplemental Environmental 
Assessment – Interim Flows Project – Water Year 2012

Dear Ms. Banonis:

The West Stanislaus Irrigation District (“WSID”) submits the following comments on the San 
Joaquin River Restoration Program Supplemental Environmental Assessment (“SEA”) for 
implementation of the Water Year 2012 Interim Flows Project.

The SEA includes reference to WSID facilities as a potential point of recapture for Interim 
Flows, and notes that “Interim Flows recaptured along the San Joaquin River may provide 
deliveries in lieu of Delta-Mendota Canal (DMC) supplies”.   

WSID is interested in cooperating with Reclamation to recapture interim and permanent 
flows in the future.  However, we must clarify that it is not possible for WSID to divert 
project flows at its facility on the San Joaquin River in lieu of deliveries via the DMC.  WSID 
uses water from the DMC during the peak irrigation period.  At that time, 100% of the 
capacity of WSID’s San Joaquin River facilities is being used to provide irrigation water to its 
customers.  Consequently, WSID has no additional capacity to divert water from the San 
Joaquin River “in lieu” of deliveries from the DMC. 

Very truly yours,

JEANNE M. ZOLEZZI
Attorney-at-Law

cc: Mr. Robert Pierce

mailto:mbanonis@usbr.gov
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Interim Flows Project –Water Year 2012 
Final Supplemental Environmental Assessment  September 2011 
Responses to Comments 

1.10  West Stanislaus Irrigation District 
WSID – 1:  Reclamation recognizes that there have been no discussions with West Stanislaus 
Irrigation District (WSID) for the possible use of WSID’s facilities to recapture Interim Flows 
and that WSID is already in discussions with numerous individuals and organizations for long-
term arrangements for its facilities.  The future use of WSID facilities would require an 
agreement with WSID, and possibly other entities.  If such use were pursued, Reclamation would 
facilitate any future discussions and agreements.  Additionally, Reclamation would coordinate 
any future agreements needed as a result of this action.  The use of WSID facilities was included 
in the Draft and Final Supplemental WY 2012 Interim Flows EAs to provide greater flexibility in 
the event that such a use were pursued in the future 
 




