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B. Responses to Comments on the Draft RMP/EIS 

B.1 INTRODUCTION 
In July 2008, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) circulated a Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) that was prepared to describe the potential environmental impacts of the 
implementing the Cachuma Lake Resource Management Plan (RMP). The purpose of the RMP 
is to provide a program and set of policy guidelines necessary to encourage orderly use, 
development, and management of the Cachuma Lake Recreation Area (Plan Area), which 
encompasses Cachuma Lake, the 75-acre County Park on the south side of the lake, and the 
surrounding shores and rugged hillsides. The RMP, which will have a planning horizon of 20 
years, will address the following needs: 

• Ensuring timely delivery of high-quality water to water users while enhancing natural 
resources and recreational opportunities 

• Providing recreational opportunities to meet the demands of a growing, diverse population 

• Ensuring recreational diversity and the quality of the recreational experience 

• Protection of natural and cultural resources, while educating the public to their value and 
good stewardship 

• Providing the framework for establishing a new management agreement with a managing 
partner. 

The RMP was developed and combined in this volume with the EIS to comply with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

B.1.1 Public Comment Period 
The public review period for the Draft RMP/EIS began on July 25, 2008, and was initially set to 
end on September 23, 2008. Due to considerable public interest in the RMP, Reclamation 
extended the comment period through October 31, 2008, for a total review period of 99 days. 
Notice of the extension was issued by press release on September 11, 2008, by postcard to the 
project mailing list on September 17, 2008, and by notice in the Federal Register on October 9, 
2008 (73 Federal Register 197: 59669). 

During the comment period, the Draft EIS was available for review at the Reclamation Mid-
Pacific Regional Library in Sacramento, CA; the Reclamation South-Central California Area 
Office in Fresno, CA; the Cachuma Lake State Recreation Area park headquarters in Santa 
Barbara, CA; the Santa Maria Public Library in Santa Maria, CA; the Santa Barbara Public 
Library in Santa Barbara, CA; the Reclamation Denver Office Library, Denver, CO; Natural 
Resources Library, U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington, DC; and the project website 
(http://www.usbr.gov/mp/nepa/nepa_projdetails.cfm?Project_ID=283). 

Written comments on the Draft EIS were submitted by federal, state, regional, and local 
agencies; organizations; and individuals. The comments, along with responses from 
Reclamation, are presented in Sections B.2 through B.7 of this appendix. 
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B.1.2 Public Hearing 
Two public hearings were held for the Draft RMP/EIS. The first was on Tuesday, August 26, 
2008, from 6:30 to 9 PM at the Veterans Memorial Hall, 1745 Mission Drive, Solvang, CA. The 
hearing was advertised by public notices in the Santa Barbara News Press and the Santa Maria 
Times. Reclamation also sent notices to people who had signed attendance sheets at previous 
public meetings about the project (described in Section 2.2.4 of the RMP) or requested 
notification in writing.  

The purpose of the hearing was to inform the public of the proposed actions and alternatives for 
the RMP and to receive public comments. A slideshow was presented to summarize the RMP 
and the NEPA process. Information stations staffed by personnel from Reclamation and their 
consultant URS were provided to describe the study area and WROS designations for each 
alternative, management actions for each alternative, and impacts for each alternative. Forty-
three people registered on the sign-in sheet for the hearing.  

Due to considerable public interest in the RMP, Reclamation in cooperation with the Carpinteria 
Valley Water District held a second public hearing on Wednesday, October 8, 2008, from 6:30 to 
9 PM at the City of Carpinteria Council Chambers, Carpinteria, CA. The Carpinteria Water 
District coordinated public notification of the meeting. Three people registered on the sign-in 
sheet for the hearing. 

Written comments received from the public hearings are presented and responded to in Section 
B.6 of this appendix. Spoken comments received during the hearings are summarized and 
responded to in Section B.7. 
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B.2 COMMENTS FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES 

F-1 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Kathleen Goforth 
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Responses to Comment F-1 

F-1-1 
This introductory comment is a summary of issues discussed in subsequent comments. The 
following responses address these issues in greater detail. 

F-1-2 
A description of the General Conformity framework has been added as Section 3.2.3.1 of the 
Final EIS, and Section 4.2.3 has been revised to include a discussion of future emissions from 
implementation of the RMP. Future-year emissions are projected to be below GCR de minimis 
thresholds and would not conflict with the goals in the Santa Barbara County 2007 Clean Air 
Plan. 

F-1-3, 4 
The EIS is a program-level document, and insufficient information is available about individual 
projects to quantify construction emissions. When each project is funded and planned, the 
construction emissions will be estimated and mitigation measures will be implemented to 
minimize dust and exhaust emissions.  

Construction of any individual project implemented under the RMP will comply with all the 
Santa Barbara Air Pollution Control District (SBAPCD) rules and regulations for mitigating 
short-term and construction emissions. Specific SBAPCD-recommended mitigation measures for 
construction and maintenance activities have been added to Mitigation AQ-1 in Final EIS 
Section 4.2.7. The measures would account for the Plan Area’s nonattainment of state ozone and 
PM10 standards by reducing fugitive dust emissions for earthmoving activities and reducing NOx 
and PM2.5 emissions from construction equipment. 

F-1-5 
Detailed monthly water quality data for Cachuma Lake were obtained from the City of Santa 
Barbara Public Works Department for January 1995 to January 2009 (see Appendix A, Part A-
1). The testing parameters included hardness, nitrates, pH, total organic carbon, turbidity, and 
trace metals. In 2003, volatile organic compounds including MTBE (but not BTEX compounds) 
were added to the analytical parameters, but no detections have been recorded. Annual testing for 
BTEX compounds from Cachuma Lake waters is conducted at the William B. Cater Treatment 
Plant (see Appendix A, Part A-2). As of 2009, no BTEX compounds have been detected. 

The Preferred Alternative (Alternative 2) assumes a small increase in boat use (approximately 20 
percent, based on population projections for 2030). No other boat use would contribute to 
potential cumulative impacts on lake water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, the 
timeframe for phasing out nonconformant engines has been lowered from 5 years to 2 years. In 
addition, Mitigation Measure WQ-1 has been revised to state that if water quality monitoring 
identifies any pollutants in excess of state limits, the phase-out of nonconformant engines would 
be implemented within 6 months from detection. Given the small increase in boat activity, and 
the shorter phaseout period for nonconformant boat engines, no cumulative impacts are expected. 
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F-1-6 
Sections 4.1.5 and 4.1.7 of the Final EIS have been modified to clarify monitoring of boat 
engine-related pollutants. The Preferred Alternative includes a 2-year phaseout of 
nonconformant engines. If annual testing of raw water at the William B. Cater Treatment Plant 
detects BTEX compounds, the phaseout would take place within 6 months of detection. As of 
2009, no BTEX compounds have been detected. 

F-1-7 
The Final EIS has been revised to discuss climate change and greenhouse gas emissions, 
potential Plan-related effects, and proposed mitigation in Sections 3.2.3.2, 4.1.3, 4.2.3, and 4.2.7. 

F-1-8 
Alternative 2, the Preferred Alternative, would allow grazing to continue on the North Shore. 
Grazing would continue to supplement vegetation and fire management. Because grazing will 
continue, wildfire risks are not expected to increase.  

A Vegetation Management Plan will be developed to address issues of noxious weeds, native 
plant restoration, and fire management. 

F-1-9 
The documented bald eagle nest site described in the RMP is approximately 1.35 miles northeast 
of the boundary of the Plan Area. Studies show that pedestrian activity may disturb nesting bald 
eagles if the activity occurs within a 0.6-mile radius of a nest site (Watson and Rodrick 2000). 
The distance between the nest site and the Plan Area is more than twice that distance. Therefore, 
recreational activities in the Plan Area would not affect bald eagle nesting, and RMP-related 
actions would not expose the nest site to disturbance. Discussions of the bald eagle nest in the 
Final EIS have been revised to clarify this point (see in particular Mitigation BI-1 in Section 
4.4.7).  

Alternative 3 would have allowed for a possible public RC airplane site east of Mohawk. 
Alternative 2 is the Preferred Alternative; therefore, no RC impacts would occur. 

F-1-10 
According to California Geological Survey mapping, there is no naturally occurring asbestos or 
ultramafic rock in the vicinity of Cachuma Lake (California Geological Survey 2000). The Final 
EIS has been revised to include this information in new Section 3.6.2.2. 

F-1-11 
Section 4.4.3.2 has been modified to specify the herbicides used in the Plan Area, identify human 
health impacts and environmental impacts associated with those herbicides, commit to specific 
best practices for herbicide use, and provide alternatives to herbicide use. 
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F-1-12 
Mass transit for access to the Plan Area would not be feasible for the majority of visitors that tow 
boats, personal watercraft, or camping equipment, which cannot be accommodated on a bus or 
shuttle. 

F-1-13 
The water park that could be developed under Alternatives 2 and 3 has not been designed; 
therefore, it is not possible to identify the park’s potential size, energy use, or features. Facilities 
and improvements proposed in the RMP would only be implemented if demand warranted and if 
funding was available. The precise number, layout, and timing of the new facilities would be 
determined by the local managing partner through a separate planning, design, and permitting 
process.  

Green building practices will be considered on a project-by-project basis. 

Note that only Alternative 3 would allow for resort-like accommodations as an upgrade to the 
permanent cabin camping provided in Alternative 2. As Alternative 3 has not been identified as 
the Preferred Alternative, no resort development would take place. 

F-1-14 
This is the first RMP developed for Cachuma Lake under the authorities outlined in Section 1.2. 

The Final RMP/EIS has been updated to include additional data pertinent to the evaluation for 
biological resources, water quality, air quality, greenhouse gases and climate change, and other 
resources. The additional data do not change the conclusions of the EIS and have been used to 
address the No Action and action alternatives.  

The RMP reflects conditions related to the surcharge requirements described in Section 1.1. 
Section 1.3 states that the RMP will have a planning horizon of 20 years. The text of Section 1.3 
has been revised to state that the planning horizon will begin when a Record of Decision is 
issued. 

F-1-15 
The RMP provides details for monitoring and enforcing proposed actions where possible. The 
RMP is a program-level document that identifies suitable types of activities and development for 
different parts of the Plan Area but does not obligate the local managing partner to implement 
those activities and developments. As stated in Section 2.4.2.1, new or modified recreational uses 
would be considered based on (1) sufficient public demand, (2) sufficient staffing and funding to 
manage the new or modified uses in accordance with the RMP, and (3) potential for increased 
public benefits and use. Such actions would also require a tiered level of environmental review 
that would reference this programmatic document. In addition, Section 2.4.2.1 of the Final 
RMP/EIS has been revised to state that the local managing partner has the option of continuing 
existing uses based on the three factors listed above. 
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Note also that mitigation would be included in any future project if needed, and the funding 
would cover both project and mitigation costs. The responsibility for funding, designing, and 
implementing (or constructing) the management actions and improvement projects will be 
specified in an agreement with the local managing partner. The source of funding will depend on 
many factors that will vary over the planning period, such as use fees, availability of grants, etc. 
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B.3 COMMENTS FROM STATE AGENCIES 

S-1 Kurt Souza, California Department of Public Health, 
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Responses to Comment S-1 

S-1-1 
As Alternative 2 has been selected as the Preferred Alternative, no body contact recreation would 
be introduced. 

 


