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1.13 Central Delta Water Agency 
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1.13.1 CDWA-1 

See response to comment CWIN/CSPA-2 (page 33, Final EIS Vol. III). 

Per NEPA requirements, the EIS includes a description of the other applicable 
regulations and the status of compliance with those regulations and consultations 
with required agencies in Chapter 1 (see Section 1.6.2 and Table 1-1). 

1.13.2 CDWA-2 

See response to comment CWIN/CSPA-6 (page 35, Final EIS Vol. III). 

In addition to what is described in response to comment CWIN/CSPA-6, 
CALSIM II modeling for the Intertie included regulatory requirements, reservoir 
operating agreements, and objectives in the baseline conditions to the extent that 
they can be modeled. As described in the DEIS on page 3.1-11, New Melones 
Reservoir was simulated to reflect the Interim Operations Plan which remains the 
current operating plan (i.e., rules). Although the New Melones Reservoir 
Operations Plan is being reviewed and may be revised as directed in PL 108-361, 
no substantial modifications that would change the monthly modeling of the 
diversions, minimum releases, or Anadromous Fish Restoration Program (AFRP) 
enhancement flows have made by Reclamation. 

1.13.3 CDWA-3 

See response to comment CWIN/CSPA-4 (page 34, Final EIS Vol. III). 

1.13.4 CDWA-4 

See response to comment CWIN/CSPA-6 (page 35, Final EIS Vol. III). 

1.13.5 CDWA-5 

See response to comment CWIN/CSPA-4 (page 34, Final EIS Vol. III). 

Intertie improves conveyance of CVP water in accordance with Reclamation’s 
water rights.  The Intertie will not reduce or interfere with in-Delta diversions. In-
Delta uses as well as the fish and wildlife needs are included in the D-1641 
objectives for outflows, X2 location, and maximum salinity at various Delta 
locations. All of the additional exports allowed by the Intertie are allowable 
within the current Delta operational rules (i.e., D-1641) and agreements (i.e., 
COA, Temporary Barriers). 
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1.13.6 CDWA-6 

See response to comment CDWA-5, above. 

1.13.7 CDWA-7 

See response to comment CDWA-5, above. 

1.13.8 CDWA-8 

See responses to comments CWIN/CSPA-4, CWIN/CSPA-10, and CWIN/CSPA-
28 (pages 34, 36, and 40; Final EIS Vol. III). 

1.13.9 CDWA-9 

See responses to comments CWIN/CSPA-9 and PCL-12 (pages 36 and 51, Final 
EIS Vol. III). 

As described in Chapter 1 of the Final EIS, “the purpose of the Proposed Action is 
to improve the DMC conveyance conditions that restrict the Jones Pumping Plant 
to less than its original-design pumping capacity of 4,600 cubic feet per second 
(cfs) and to improve operational flexibility for operations and maintenance and 
emergency activities.” (page 1-3, Final EIS). 

A reasonable range of alternatives to meet the stated purpose of the Intertie was 
evaluated in the EIS. The commenter’s suggested alternatives do not meet this 
stated purpose and therefore do not require further review in this EIS.  

1.13.10 CDWA-10 

See responses to comments CWIN/CSPA-3 and PCL-6 (pages 33 and 49, Final 
EIS Vol. III). 

1.13.11 CDWA-11 

See responses to comments CWIN/CSPA-6, CWIN/CSPA-13, PCL-8 (pages 35, 
37, and 50; Final EIS Vol. III), and CDWA-5, above. 

1.13.12 CDWA-12 

The DSM2 tidal hydraulics and water quality model was run for the Intertie 
alternatives (See Appendix C of the EIS). As described in Chapter 3.2-5, the 
simulated maximum change of 400 cfs in CVP pumping will have very small 
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effects on the tidal water elevations in the south Delta. Figure 3.2-3 shows the 
DSM2-simulated 15-minute interval tidal elevations and tidal flows in Old River 
at Clifton Court Ferry for November 1975. This month was selected because the 
SWP pumping was at 6,680 cfs, and the No Action Jones Pumping Plant pumping 
was about 4,200 cfs. The Intertie Alternative increased the Jones Pumping Plant 
pumping to 4,600 cfs. This month therefore represents the largest direct effect of 
the Intertie pumping. The simulated tidal elevations were only slightly lower with 
the additional Intertie pumping. The difference cannot be identified from the 
graph, but the Intertie simulated tidal elevations were an average of 0.5 inches 
(0.045 feet) lower than the No Action tidal elevations. The simulated tidal flows 
were an average of 400 cfs more than the No Action tidal flows. The tidal flows 
are shifted by the constant CVP pumping and there is almost no downstream tidal 
flow towards the CCF intake. The tidal flows are always upstream, with the peak 
upstream flow of about 10,000 cfs during the major flood tide period each day. 
These DSM2-simulated tidal hydraulic effects are representative of changes that 
would be expected in other months with the additional 400 cfs of CVP pumping 
that the Intertie Alternatives would allow.  Navigation will not be affected. 

1.13.13 CDWA-13 

See response to comment CWIN/CSPA-1 (page 33, Final EIS Vol. III). 

1.13.14 CDWA-14 

See responses to comments PCL-1 (page 47, Final EIS Vol. III), and CDWA-5, 
above. 

In addition to what is described in responses to comments PCL-1 and CDWA-5, 
the EIS was updated to include a description of the periods of the year when 
Reclamation anticipates operating the Intertie. The direct, indirect, and cumulative 
effects of this operation are fully described throughout the EIS. 

1.13.15 CDWA-15 

See responses to comments CWIN/CSPA-7; CWIN/CSPA-12; and CWIN/CSPA-
19 (pages 35, 37, and 39; Final EIS Vol. III). 

1.13.16 CDWA-16 

See responses to comments CWIN/CSPA-4, CWIN/CSPA-10, and CWIN/CSPA-
28 (pages 34, 36, and 40; Final EIS Vol. III). 
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1.13.17 CDWA-17 

See CDWA-2. The Intertie will have no effect on New Melones operations and 
will not change the water supply diversions for Stockton East or any other water 
district with rights or agreements for New Melones water. 

1.13.18 CDWA-18 

See responses to comments CDWA-3, above, and CWIN/CSPA-6 (page 35; Final 
EIS Vol. III). 

Reclamation is in compliance with PL 108-361 and is currently investigating each 
of the required operational changes included in PL 108-361. Many of these are 
possible future actions and are outside the scope of the Intertie analysis. Such 
activities include those listed by the commenter. 

1.13.19 CDWA-19 

See response to comment DWR-17 (page 16, Final EIS Vol. III). 

NEPA does not require establishment or use of thresholds of significance. The 
analysis in the EIS was based on a comparison of the No Action/existing 
conditions with the various alternatives for each resource evaluated. A regulatory 
setting section was included in the description of effects and was taken into 
consideration as part of the effects assessment. 
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1.14 South Delta Water Agency 
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1.14.1 SDWA-1 

See response to comment CDWA-5, above, and CWIN/CSPA-4 (page 34, Final 
EIS Vol. III). 

The assessment of potential growth-inducing impacts was described in Chapter 7 
of the EIS.  

1.14.2 SDWA-2 

See responses to comments CWIN/CSPA-6 and CWIN/CSPA-24 (pages 35 and 
40; Final EIS Vol. III). 

1.14.3 SDWA-3 

See response to comment CWIN/CSPA-6 (page 35; Final EIS Vol. III). 

As described in Section 3.3 and Section 6.3.3, several ongoing studies relative to 
water quality objectives are being pursued independently of the Intertie project. 
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1.15 California Water Impact Network and the 
California Sportfishing Protection Alliance 
Endorsement 

 

1.15.1 CWIN/CSPA 

Please see responses to the CDWA comment letter above. 
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1.16 San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority 
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1.16.1 SLDMWA 

Thank you for your support of the project.  Through NEPA and other regulatory 
processes, Reclamation is working towards implementation of the Intertie. 
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1.17 California Farm Bureau Federation 
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1.17.1 CFBF 

Thank you for your support of the project.  Through NEPA and other regulatory 
processes, Reclamation is working towards implementation of the Intertie. 




