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February 2010 New Melones Lake Area Final RMP/EIS        Reclamation 
 J-65 

Letter O-7, Continued 

O-7-35 

O-7-36 

O-7-37 

O-7-38 

O-7-39 

O-7-35: Comment noted. Through the preferred alternative, Reclamation 
aims to achieve a balance between public use and conservation. 

 
O-7-36: As stated on pages 1-5 and 6-2, subsequent documents tiered to 

the RMP for activity- and project-level plans would be subject to 
NEPA analysis and compliance, containing greater detail as neces-
sary.  By stating this in the introduction to the RMP/EIS (Chapter 1) 
as well as in the introduction to the environmental consequences 
chapter (Chapter 6), Reclamation conveys that further environmental 
review will be conducted prior to activity or project implementation 
without including repetitive and redundant language for each applica-
ble case throughout Chapter 6. 

 
O-7-37: Environmental impacts associated with the development of com-

mercial services and concessions, including new or additional marina 
facilities, will be addressed in further detail in a subsequent Commer-
cial Service Plan being prepared by Reclamation (see pages 2-25 
through 2-26, which also indicates criteria that will be considered in 
planning such facilities). 

 
O-7-38: Impacts on air quality would be further assessed during NEPA 

review at the implementation level, and appropriate mitigation meas-
ures would be proposed, as warranted. 

 
O-7-39: Environmental impacts associated with the development of com-

mercial services and concessions will be addressed in further detail in 
a subsequent Commercial Service Plan being prepared by Reclama-
tion (see pages 2-25 through 2-26, which also indicates criteria that 
will be considered in planning such facilities). 
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Letter O-7, Continued 

O-7-42 

O-7-42 
(Continued) 

O-7-43 

O-7-40 

O-7-41 

O-7-40: Comment noted. Monitoring and maintenance needs for protection 
of the environment associated with the development of commercial ser-
vices and concessions will be addressed in further detail in a subsequent 
Commercial Service Plan being prepared by Reclamation. 

 
O-7-41: Impacts would be further assessed during NEPA review at the imple-

mentation level, and appropriate mitigation measures would be proposed, 
as warranted. 

 
O-7-42: The referenced actions are intended to cover the range of commercial 

services and concessions that may be considered by Reclamation; as-
sumption of a significant cumulative impact is speculative at this time. 
The Commercial Services Plan being prepared by Reclamation will de-
termine the number, type, and duration of concessions necessary to meet 
the public demand for services and quality recreation opportunities, in 
accordance with Reclamation management objectives, including natural 
resources protection. 

 
O-7-43: Environmental impacts associated with the development of commer-

cial services and concessions will be addressed in further detail in a sub-
sequent Commercial Service Plan being prepared by Reclamation (see 
pages 2-25 through 2-26, which also indicates criteria that will be con-
sidered in planning such facilities). 
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 J-67 

Letter O-7, Continued 

O-7-44 
(Continued) 

O-7-45 

O-7-44 

O-7-46 

O-7-47 

O-7-44: Comment noted. 
 
O-7-45: Comment noted.  
 
O-7-46: Comment noted. Reclamation will comply with the Executive Or-

der and any future requirements for all future actions as required. 
 
O-7-47: Comment noted.  
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Letter O-7, Continued 

O-7-48 

O-7-49 

O-7-50 

O-7-51 

O-7-52 

O-7-48: Comment noted.  
 
O-7-49: Comment noted.  
 
O-7-50: Comment noted.  
 
O-7-51: Comment noted.  
 
O-7-52: Comment noted. Impacts would be further assessed during NEPA 

review at the implementation level, and appropriate mitigation measures 
would be proposed, as warranted. 
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Letter O-7, Continued 

O-7-53 

O-7-54 

O-7-53: Prior to development, further site-specific review would be conducted to 
assist in determining the most suitable locations for such facilities that would 
consider minimization of environmental impacts. 

 
O-7-54: Comment noted.  
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 J-70 

Letter O-7, Continued 

O-7-55 

O-7-56 

O-7-55: Comment noted.  
 
O-7-56: Comment noted.  
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Letter O-8 

O-8-2 

O-8-1 

O-8-1: Comment noted. 
 
O-8-2: While Reclamation may consider developing whitewater rafting oppor-

tunities, the RMP will be reactionary to Reclamation's operational needs 
regarding water levels; the RMP does not address management of water 
levels or flows. 
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 J-72 

O-9-1: Comment noted. 
 
O-9-2: Comment noted. 
 
O-9-3: Comment noted. 
 
O-9-4: Comment noted. The permit process is described under 43 

CFR 429. Further, this option is currently being analyzed in the 
development of the Commercial Services Plan. 

Letter O-9 

O-9-2 

O-9-1 

O-9-3 

O-9-4 
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O-9-4: Comment noted. The permit process is described under 43 
CFR 429. Further, this option is currently being analyzed in the 
development of the Commercial Services Plan. 

Letter O-9, Continued 

O-9-4 
(Continued) 
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 J-74 

Letter O-10 

O-10-1 

O-10-1: Comment noted. The current size limitation of 15' x 65' is based on 
many factors, including but not limited to entrance road size limitations, ma-
rina facilities and capacity studies. The 2002 Visitor Use Study established a 
capacity of 106 houseboats, in part based on current size limits. Increasing 
the maximum size of houseboats may have an impact on the overall capacity 
and range of recreation opportunities and visitor experiences on the lake.  The 
preferred alternative seeks to maintain or enhance the existing capacity and 
range of recreation opportunities provided. 
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 J-75 

Letter O-11 

O-11-1 

O-11-2 

O-11-1: Comment noted. Management actions within the RMP must be 
consistent with Reclamation's goals and objectives. Reclamation must 
consider resource use, resource protection, and public safety in man-
aging the New Melones Lake Area. Reclamation's preferred alterna-
tive would continue to implement the current policy for non-
commercial seaplane use of New Melones Lake. 

 
O-11-2: Comment noted. Operation of a seaplane school is included under 

Alternative B (Action R 31B).  
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 J-76 

Letter O-12 

O-12-1 

O-12-2 

O-12-1: Comment noted. Management actions within the RMP must be 
consistent with Reclamation's goals and objectives. Reclamation must 
consider resource use, resource protection, and public safety in man-
aging the New Melones Lake Area. Reclamation's preferred alterna-
tive would continue to implement the current policy for non-
commercial seaplane use of New Melones Lake. 

 
O-12-2: Comment noted. Operation of a seaplane school is included under 

Alternative B (Action R 31B).  
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Letter I-1 

I-1-1 

I-1-1: Comment noted. Reclamation is developing a Commercial Services 
Plan for New Melones which will assess the feasibility of additional 
recreation facilities. 
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Attachment to Letter I-1. Not a comment letter on the New Melones 
Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS. 

Letter I-1, Continued 
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I-2-1: Comment noted. 
 
I-2-2: Comment noted. Reclamation is developing a Commercial 

Services Plan for New Melones which will assess the feasibil-
ity of additional recreation facilities.  

Letter I-2 

I-2-1 

I-2-2 
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 J-80 

 

Letter I-2, Continued 
Attachment to Letter I-2. Not a comment letter on the New Melones 

Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS. 
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 J-81 

 

Letter I-2, Continued 
Attachment to Letter I-2. Not a comment letter on the New Melones 

Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS. 
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 J-82 

 

Letter I-2, Continued 
Attachment to Letter I-2. Not a comment letter on the New Melones 

Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS. 
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 J-83 

 

Letter I-2, Continued 
Attachment to Letter I-2. Not a comment letter on the New Melones 

Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS. 
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 J-84 

 

Letter I-2, Continued 
Attachment to Letter I-2. Not a comment letter on the New Melones 

Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS. 
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 J-85 

 

Letter I-2, Continued 
Attachment to Letter I-2. Not a comment letter on the New Melones 

Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS. 
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 J-86 

 

Letter I-2, Continued 
Attachment to Letter I-2. Not a comment letter on the New Melones 

Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS. 
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 J-87 

Letter I-2, Continued 
Attachment to Letter I-2. Not a comment letter on the New Melones 

Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS. 
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 J-88 

 

Letter I-2, Continued 
Attachment to Letter I-2. Not a comment letter on the New Melones 

Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS. 
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February 2010 New Melones Lake Area Final RMP/EIS        Reclamation 
 J-89 

 

Letter I-2, Continued 
Attachment to Letter I-2. Not a comment letter on the New Melones 

Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS. 
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 J-90 

 

Letter I-2, Continued 
Attachment to Letter I-2. Not a comment letter on the New Melones 

Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS. 
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 J-91 

 

Letter I-2, Continued 
Attachment to Letter I-2. Not a comment letter on the New Melones 

Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS. 
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 J-92 

 

Letter I-2, Continued 
Attachment to Letter I-2. Not a comment letter on the New Melones 

Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS. 
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 J-93 

 

Letter I-2, Continued 
Attachment to Letter I-2. Not a comment letter on the New Melones 

Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS. 
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 J-94 

 

Letter I-3 

I-3-1 

I-3-2 

I-3-1: Reclamation will comply with all ADA requirements, as stated under 
Actions R 50 through R 53. 

 
I-3-2: There are no homes on Reclamation property. Reclamation does not 

have control over development on non-Reclamation lands.  
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 J-95 

 

Letter I-4 

I-4-1 

I-4-1: Comment noted.  
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 J-96 

Letter I-5 

I-5-4 

I-5-1 

I-5-2 

I-5-3 

I-5-1: Through the preferred alternative, Reclamation aims to achieve a 
balance between public use and conservation.  

 
I-5-2:This option is being considered under the preferred alternative 

(TA 4D), and will be implemented only if financially feasible and 
if the roadway could be rebuilt to meet modern boat ramp stan-
dards. 

 
I-5-3: Reopening Parrotts Ferry Road is being considered under the 

preferred alternative (TA 4D). 
 
I-5-4: Reclamation would only undertake developments that would be 

adequately funded. Where Reclamation cannot afford new develop-
ments, it can enter into an agreement with a cost sharing partner. 
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 J-97 

I-5-4: Reclamation would only undertake developments that would 
be adequately funded. Where Reclamation cannot afford new 
developments, it can enter into an agreement with a cost shar-
ing partner. 

Letter I-5, Continued 

I-5-4 
(Continued) 
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I-6-1: It is Reclamation's goal to provide a range of recreation ex-
periences from developed recreation areas to less developed 
recreation experiences. The Visitor Use Survey and WROS 
were conducted to document the current spectrum of available 
recreation uses and plan for future demand in the most suitable 
areas.  

 
I-6-2: Comment noted. The RMP outlines additional facilities that 

could be constructed within the New Melones Lake Area. Any 
proposal for additional facilities would undergo a separate 
NEPA analysis. 

 
I-6-3: Comment noted. The RMP outlines additional facilities that 

could be constructed within the New Melones Lake Area. Any 
proposal for additional facilities would undergo a separate 
NEPA analysis. 

 
I-6-4: Comment noted. The RMP outlines additional facilities that 

could be constructed within the New Melones Lake Area. Any 
proposal for additional facilities would undergo a separate 
NEPA analysis and Reclamation would look closely at how 
proposed projects would impact maintenance, budget, and ex-
isting users. 

 
I-6-5: Comment noted. Implementation-level projects will undergo 

a separate NEPA analysis and concerns will be addressed at 
that time. 

 
I-6-6: It is Reclamation's goal to provide a range of recreation ex-

periences from developed recreation areas to less developed 
recreation experiences. The Visitor Use Survey and WROS 
were conducted to document the current spectrum of available 
recreation uses and plan for future demand in the most suitable 
areas.  

Letter I-6 

I-6-2 

I-6-3 

I-6-5 

I-6-1 

I-6-4 

I-6-6 




