Appendix J: Comments Received on New Melones Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS

Letter O-7, Continued

Comments

who come to recreate at New Melones. Accordingly, in this programmatic document, it is

O-7-35| important for the final decision to limit development tied to Recreation with constraints
that ensure that basic essential resources, including wildlife habitat, water quality,
watershed values, and quiet recreation, are all sustainably protected.

CSERC makes these recommendations for the following actions and urges the Bureau
to include them in the final Resource Management Plan:

0-7-36| ©

O-7-37

O-7-38

O-7-39

In Action R16. any proposed relocation of the Glory Hole marina should be tied to
language that describes how the new location will be selected in regards to the
potential for impacts water quality and aquatic habitat. For example, at this
programmatic level, the final plan could include language such as: "Any relocation

of the Glory Hole marina shall fully evaluate the new development's potential
impacts not only on environmental resources (air quality, water quality, wildlife,
plants), but also on dispersed recreation, potential intrusion into presently wild
areas, and the ability for the new site to sustain administrative functions.”
Additionally, in the current document, there is no mention of any new roads that
would need to be built in order to access the new marina -- and a major road
extension or construction would have both direct and indirect consequences. If one
or more new roads may be needed to reach a new marina location, language should

be included in the action that spells out programmatic constraints that would be
feasible and reasonable to mitigate for and reduce road impacts. (Again, an example

might be: "Any new road or roads tied to the relocation of the marina will only be
approved if road construction or the extension of an existing road can be designed
and sited in such fashion that no significant resource impacts occur.")

In Action R 16D, the proposed expansion of marina services in Tuttletown and Glory
Hole is tied to the potential addition of motorized boats rentals that would be
available for visitor use. Any approval of such services (motorized boat rentals)
should be tied to language that ensures appropriate mitigation for the increased
pollution and increased GHG emissions that a higher number of motorized boats on
the water would create within the management area.

In action R17 D, the proposed action is to build seasonally operated marina services
in various locations in Rural Natural Management Areas for rental of non-motorized
boats. As with the comment provided above, CSERC again emphasizes the need to
include language in any approval of this programmatic plan that assures mitigation
for impacts. For example, any approval of this concept should include condition
language requiring that any new boat rental facility shall only be allowed in location
where the facility can be assured to create no more than a minimal impact on
sensitive habitats and water quality and the surrounding environment.

Action R 20D proposes the construction of floating campsites with yurts and
restrooms. CSERC points out that despite the best intentions of the Bureau, it is
almost certain that the Bureau will not have the fully desirable level of staffing and

0-7-38: Impacts on air quality would be furtheresse

Responses

0O-7-35: Comment noted. Through the preferred altidre, Reclamation

aims to achieve a balance between public use amkoeation.

0O-7-36: As stated on pages 1-5 and 6-2, subsedoeniments tiered to

the RMP for activity- and project-level plans wotld subject to
NEPA analysis and compliance, containing greattaildes neces-
sary. By stating this in the introduction to th®IIR/EIS (Chapter 1)
as well as in the introduction to the environmentaisequences
chapter (Chapter 6), Reclamation conveys that énrtinvironmental
review will be conducted prior to activity or projemplementation
without including repetitive and redundant languégyesach applica-
ble case throughout Chapter 6.

O-7-37: Environmental impacts associated with tieetbpment of com-

mercial services and concessions, including neadditional marina
facilities, will be addressed in further detaildrsubsequent Commer-
cial Service Plan being prepared by Reclamatioa feges 2-25
through 2-26, which also indicates criteria thdt & considered in
planning such facilities).

d during NEPA
review at the implementation level, and appropnmitigation meas-
ures would be proposed, as warranted.

0O-7-39: Environmental impacts associated with tieetbpment of com-

mercial services and concessions will be addresstenither detail in
a subsequent Commercial Service Plan being prefgr&dclama-
tion (see pages 2-25 through 2-26, which also atdicriteria that
will be considered in planning such facilities).

February 2010

J-65

New Melones Lake Area Final RMP/EIS

Reclamation



(Continued

Appendix J: Comments Received on New Melones Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS

Comments

Letter O-7, Continued

funds to fully monitor and ensure that floating campsites are not causing resource
impacts -- in particular to water quality. Approving the concept of encouraging this
type of service without assurance that strict monitoring is mandated will likely to
end up affecting water quality and increase the contamination of New Melones Lake.
With the strong likelihood of such incidences of pollution occurring, CSERC supports

0-7-40 Alternative C - no similar action, unless language can be added that ensures that
floating campsites will not be allowed to be used unless fully sufficient staffing to
monitor and maintain the floating campsites is assured.

o The addition of scenic cruises at New Melones Lake in Action R 21 is included in all
of the Alternatives except A. CSERC notes that throughout the new proposed action,
there is already a significant increase in the amount of motorized boats that would
be provided and/or allowed onto New Melones. The addition of even more large
vessels creates the potential for not only direct impacts through increased pollution,
disturbance of wildlife, noise, etc., but the cumulative impacts of all of this increased
level of use needs to be appropriately evaluated and mitigated for in the final plan.
CSERC suggests adding language in the final Resource Management Plan that
requires there to be feasible, effective mitigation for the polluting effects that such

0-7-41 cruise vessels would have on water and air quality as well as the impacts generated
by increased greenhouse gases.

e ActionsR22,R 24,R 25,R26,R27,R 33, and R 34 in Alternatives B and D all
propose construction of new facilities that will ultimately increase the Bureau'’s
footprint on the land. These actions include the construction of full hook-up RV
parks, new lodging facilities, new campgrounds, new amphitheaters, new
restaurants, new camp stores, and new facilities for adventure guide businesses.
When reading through the list of proposed expansions and developments, it is clear
that if approved they will have combine to create a significant, cumulative
unavoidable impact on the surrounding water, habitats, and wildlife. This will be
caused through the conversion of natural habitat, the higher frequency of
disturbances to wildlife by increased volumes of people recreating, erosion created
by runoff from more impervious surfaces, pollution from more motorized vehicles
within the New Melones area, and many other direct and cumulative impacts.

0-7-42‘

CSERC does not oppose the programmatic approval of a plan to allow numerous
new facilities. However, due to the minimal regulatory language used to describe
the way that these new developments will avoid or reduce impacts to sensitive
O-7-42] habitats and water quality, CSERC at this time supports Alternative C for all of the
above listed actions. However CSERC understands the desire of the Bureau to
provide long-term opportunities for facility expansion and new development where

appropriate. Thus, CSERC urges the Bureau to include restrictive conditions for the
selection of the site or construction of any new development -- such as the new

facilities for an outdoor school described under Action R 33C.

O-7-43

Responses

O-7-40: Comment noted. Monitoring and maintenaresds for protection
of the environment associated with the developroénbmmercial ser-
vices and concessions will be addressed in fudbtil in a subsequent
Commercial Service Plan being prepared by Reclamati

O-7-41: Impacts would be further assessed duringAlEeview at the imple-
mentation level, and appropriate mitigation measweuld be proposed,
as warranted.

O-7-42: The referenced actions are intended tordteerange of commercial
services and concessions that may be considerBadlgmation; as-
sumption of a significant cumulative impact is ggative at this time.
The Commercial Services Plan being prepared byaReation will de-
termine the number, type, and duration of concessiecessary to meet
the public demand for services and quality recomatipportunities, in
accordance with Reclamation management objeciivelsiding natural
resources protection.

O-7-43: Environmental impacts associated with tieeetbpment of commer-
cial services and concessions will be addresséadtimer detail in a sub-
sequent Commercial Service Plan being preparedeiamation (see
pages 2-25 through 2-26, which also indicatesraithat will be con-
sidered in planning such facilities).
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L etter O-7, Continued Comments Responses

e CSERC supports horseback riding as a means of recreation within the New Melones O-7-44: Comment noted.

Lake Area. However, CSERC does not support the construction of a new facility to
O-7-44) support an equestrian trail riding business as proposed in Action R 32, due to the 0O-7-45: Comment noted.

many likely detrimental environmental impacts such a business would produce for

the environment on slopes that drain down into the reservoir. Having a daytime or . . - : _
round-the-clock stable facility would result in highly concentrated manure, water 0-7-46: Comment noted. Reclamation will comply vitte Executive Or

quality run-off problems, flies, smells, and other impacts on the publiclands. As has der and any future requirements for all futurecawtias required.
been shown on US Forest Service and National Park Service lands, having an on-site
stable increases risk of spreading non-native invasive plants, increases water 0-7-47: Comment noted.
0_7_441 quality concerns, and results in concentrated equestrian use, rather than dispersed

g use that reduces environmental impacts. Accordingly, for these reasons, CSERC
(Continued

supports Alternative A for Action R 32 - the no action alternative.

For the remainder of the Actions under the General Recreation Category that are not listed
above, CSERC supports the actions proposed under Alternative D.

Aquatic Recreation:

CSERC supports the actions proposed under Alternative D for the Aquatic Recreation
category, with the exception of the Actions discussed below:

e Noting that the wake from boats often results in additional shoreline erosion, CSERC
supports the inclusion of additional no-wake zones in order to protect water quality
0_7_45| in rural habitat areas. Therefore, CSERC supports Alternative C for Action AR 5, AR
15, and AR 24 because they have the most area included as a no-wake zone.

e Motorized watercraft emissions are a known environmental impact, and although
newer vessels have made significant improvements in reducing emissions, this type
of pollution still affects air and water quality. Watercrafts are also responsible for
disturbing sediments in shallow waters, reducing the available oxygen for aquatic
habitat. The noise from watercraft also often disturbs wildlife to varying degrees,
depending not only on the size of the motor, but also on the activity and the speed of
the watercraft. The addition of more motorized boats will contribute to the
disturbance of land and aquatic based wildlife, and ultimately this will contribute to
some degree to a potential degradation of the existing ecosystems within the
affected areas. Before allowing the level of watercraft to substantially increase at
New Melones, CSERC urges the Bureau to quantify and mitigate for the

O-7-46| environmental impact that the current level of allowed watercraft creates for air
quality, greenhouse gas emissions, and the rest of the affected environment. Due to
the non-specific and non-environmental protocol established by the Bureau in
determining the appropriate level of watercraft allowed at New Melones Lake,

O-7-47| CSERC opposes the increase in level of water craft proposed in Alternative B and D

in Artinn AR 72 and ciinnarte Altarnative A (hmn incroaca in watarcrafi) Ar
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Letter O-7, Continued Comments

Alternative C (a decrease in watercraft). However, if appropriate programmatic
0O-7-48 conditioning of mitigation is spelled out in the plan, then planning for some level of
increase in watercraft would not be as negative for the affected environment.

e CSERC emphasizes that fish are especially vulnerable during spawning and their
reproductive success is reduced by disturbances during spawning, CSERC supports

O-7-49| the Bureau adopting Alternative C for Action AR 16 and 17- maximizing protection
for trout and warm water fish spawning areas.

Land Based Recreation

CSERC supports the actions proposed under Alternative D as well as the universal actions
described for the Land Based Recreation category, with the exception of the Actions
discussed below:

e Forreasons listed under the General Recreation comments in this letter for Action R

32, CSERC supports Alternative C for Action LR 16 - continued operation and
maintenance of the existing equestrian staging area.

e |Noting that Lower Natural Bridges is one of the caves designated as a significant
0-7-50 cave by the Bureau, yet is difficult to restrict access to, CSERC urges the Bureau to
179V take measures to protect the geologic and environmental values of this cave if

Alternative D is accepted for Action LR 19. This could be done through increased
education to the public at Natural Bridges with signs and increased patrols of the
Natural Bridges Area by law enforcement, or it may necessitate a more assertive

degree of fencing, penalties for trespass, etc.

e | Without specific details how locations are chosen for new trails and the overall level
of new trails and trailheads that is envisioned, as well as for reasons stated for the
O-7-51 actions proposed under the topic Westside and Bowie Flat Management Area,

CSERC supports Alternative C for Actions LR 21 and LR 22 - optimizing trail
connectivity in the listed Management Areas.

e Actions LR 25 and LR 28 both propose the expansion of RV and campground
facilities and services under Alternative D. As previously discussed in CSERC’s
comments on the proposed expansion and development of new facilities under the
General Land Management category, without minimal regulatory language used to

0-7-52 describe the way that these new developments will avoid or reduce impacting
sensitive habitats and water quality, CSERC at this time supports Alternative C for
both of the proposed actions.

¢ Repeating our Center’s recommendation explained for Action SSS 5, CSERC urges

the Bureau to adopt Alternative C- restricting access to climbing routes near
sensitive bat species during bat habitation periods.

Responses

0O-7-48: Comment noted.
0O-7-49: Comment noted.
0-7-50: Comment noted.
0O-7-51: Comment noted.
0O-7-52: Comment noted. Impacts would be furtheesssd during NEPA

review at the implementation level, and appropnmitigation measures
would be proposed, as warranted.
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Letter O-7, Continued Comments

e Repeating our Center’s recommendation stated for Action C 4, CSERC urges the
Bureau to adopt Alternative C for Action LR43 - controlling access to caves, as the
extreme vulnerability of the ecosystems of significant caves may be impossible to
recover once damaged.

Interpretive Services and Visitor Information:

CSERC supports the actions proposed under Alternative D as well as the universal actions
described for the Interpretive Services and Visitor Information category, with the
exception of the Action discussed below:

e InAction IS 7D, the potential development of an amphitheater in Tuttletown
Management Area is proposed. Without regulatory language used to describe the

0O-7-53|way that this development will avoid or reduce impacts to sensitive wildlife areas

0-7-54

and/or water quality, CSERC currently supports Alternative C for Action IS 7 -
updating and modernizing the Glory Hole management Area outdoor amphitheater

to ADA standards.

Political pressure to approve new road access from Copperopolis

As has been fully noted in local newspapers as well as observed by CSERC staff at Bureau
meetings, it is apparent that real estate and development interests in Calaveras County as
well as elsewhere are collaborating to pressure the Bureau to approve the concept of new
road access into New Melones lands. Specifically, these pro-development interests are
proposing a new road that would allow recreational and potential motorboat access from
the Copperopolis area.

Such a new road has extremely high potential to create major new poaching, major new
wildlife disturbance, major new sources of wildfire ignitions, major new sources of
dumping, and a wide range of other negative resource impacts in an area that has long been
identified as an important wildlife area within the New Melones management area.

CSERC strongly, strongly advocates for the Bureau to remain firm in building upon the
previous un-implemented management plan for New Melones, the current existing
management direction, and the general objectives provided by Bureau staff at public
meetings during this latest management plan process.

CSERC urges the Bureau to continue to design management direction at New Melones so

that development and road access is concentrated in areas with the least value for at-risk
or reclusive wildlife species. CSERC urges the Bureau to consider the administrative

Responses

O-7-53: Prior to development, further site-spediéigiew would be conducted to
assist in determining the most suitable locatiamsstich facilities that would
consider minimization of environmental impacts.

0O-7-54: Comment noted.
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L etter O-7, Continued Comments Responses
problems and potential increase of costs that would be associated with the need to have O-7-55: Comment noted.
Bureau staff actively manage recreation and resource impacts on the west-southwestern
block of lands in the management area if a new road was constructed -- in contrast to the 0O-7-56: Comment noted.

current situation where motorized access is limited. For all of these and many additional

management logistics reasons, CSERC urges the Bureau to reject the political pressures
0-7-55|™ CSERC urges the Bureau to reject the political pressures
being brought to promote a new road from Copperopolis.

0-7-56 CSERC also urges the Bureau to reject pressure from Tuolumne County to provide a higher
level of road access along the southern portion of New Melones lands in that county.

Closing summary

In conclusion, CSERC asks that as the Bureau works towards the final decision, that Bureau
interdisciplinary team members keep in mind that with a shifting climate combining with
the changing population dynamics of California, our aquatic and natural resources are
more valuable and more in need of protection now than they ever have been. We urge the
Bureau to fully consider the need to prudently balance management at New Melones by
limiting recreational expansion, development, or other environmentally-harmful actions
that may be enthusiastically supported by commercial or pro-use interests, but that would
diminish the overall ecosystem health and visitor satisfaction that is important to the far
larger majority of Americans who own New Melones management lands. We encourage
the Bureau to limit approval of new expansion and new development to levels that can be
assured to sustain the affected environment so that people can continue to visit and value
New Melones for the beautiful and diverse place that it is.

Thanks you for considering CSERC’s comments. Our Center looks forward to learning what
decisions the Bureau makes for the future of New Melones Lake.

John Buckley, executive director Julia Stephens, staff associate

Appendix
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Appendix J: Comments Received on New Melones Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS

Letter O-8 Comments

From: Zephyr Whitewater [zrafting @sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2010 3:29 PM

To: Brockman, Melissa A

Subject: New Melones input

Dear Melissa,

| would like to support alternative D. And I also would like to request that the Bureau consider multiple use for
reserrecting the rafting industry if conditions permitted. As you know, the rafting industry was huge prior to the
completion of New Melones dam, and this brought millions of dollars annually into the local economies of
Calaveras and Tuolumne counties.

Rafting recreation can exist with New Melones, as long as New Melones is kept moderately low until flood controi
was needed. The best way to guarantee flood control is to have a low reservoir so that if space is needed to store
water, it is there. And a low reservoir would allow for whitewater recreation which would benefit the local
economies far more than the erronous estimated of the use of New Melones back when the powers that be were
trying to sell the concept.

Multiple use is possible, and would be the best alternative for the local economies and for the general public.
Both flat water and whitewater recreation can co-exist.

Bob Ferguson
President
Zephyr Whitewater Expeditions

1-800-431-3636

Responses

0-8-1: Comment noted.

0-8-2: While Reclamation may consider developingteuater rafting oppor-
tunities, the RMP will be reactionary to Reclamatooperational needs
regarding water levels; the RMP does not addressigeament of water
levels or flows.
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Letter O-9 Comments Responses
0-9-1: Comment noted.

From: George Wendt [georgew @ oars.com]

Sent:  Monday, January 04, 2010 4:21 PM 0-9-2: Comment noted.
To: Brockman, Melissa A
Cc: tylerw @ oars.com 0-9-3: Comment noted.
Subject: Resource Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement (RMP/EIS) for the New Melones
Leke Area 0-9-4: Comment noted. The permit process is desdrimder 43

CFR 429. Further, this option is currently beinglgred in the

Dear Mr. Vignau: ! !
development of the Commercial Services Plan.
Iunderstand that you need our input regarding the New Melones Resource Management Plan today.

Accordingly, personally and on behalf of 0.A.R.S., | would like to record this input for your consideration.

Overall, we are satisfied with the current level of access for motorized boats at Glory Hole and Tuttletown.
Nevertheless, we are in favor of Alternative B — Increased Access — with the proviso that choosing this

0-9-1 alternative does not mean that we are in favor of new reservoir access from the west or from the Copperopolis
area. Visitation at the reservoir, apparently, has never exceeded 800,000 people per year. Angels Camp is very
concerned that if you open up the western end of the reservoir, this will just cannibalize existing usage which
would take the small existing reservoir usage and hurt the existing marina facilities economically.

O-9-2| We suggest that the Glory Hole Point area be made more accessible for people with physical disabilities. We are
in favor of supporting the existing mountain biking areas and we encourage you to work with the City of Angels
to facilitate a trail, likely following Angels Creek, from Angels Camp to New Melones. | understand that this trail
0-9-3 would be roughly 4.5 miles long and it could help the economy of Angels Camp and all of Calaveras County and it
would be a valuable resource for hikers, bicyclists, and possibly equestrians. This could help visitation to the
reservoir at a modest cost and would help serve a more diverse population of outdoor visitors.

We also suggest, that — in view of the information that | read in your report regarding rivers and whitewater
rafting:

7.1.1 Introduction
Lakes and rivers have always been a primary focus for outdoor recreation activities, and many
outdoor recreational activities are considered water dependent or water enhanced.

7.2.1 Aquatic Recreation

Current Conditions

New Melones Lake Area is most popular with visitors for its aquatic recreation opportunities.
There are approximately 12,500 surface acres of water (at full capacity) available for aquatic
recreation. Activities such as fishing, boating, kayaking, whitewater rafting, houseboating, and
water skiing all occur on the lake.

that it would be desirable to make rafting more accessible at the eastern end of your resource. Currently, with
the Stanislaus River flowing over 3 miles from the Camp Nine Powerhouse to the point where it meets the
reservoir just west of Rose Creek, it would be feasible for private or commercial rafters to float that section of
(O-9-4| river. Asyou may remember, the Bureau of Reclamation allowed commercial rafting companies to run that
section of river from 1990 through 1995 when the reservoir receded because of drought and thousands of
visitors per year took advantage of this opportunity. We don’t know how this year’s snowpack will impact
reservoir level for 2010, but | do anticipate that within the next 10 years, we will see periods where the
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0-9-4
(Continued

Letter O-9, Continued Comments

Stanislaus River run extends beyond Rose Creek — and possibly as happened in the early 1990s - rafting might be
possible all the way to Parrotts Ferry. Accordingly, we urge you to plan for how the road at Parrotts Ferry can be
stabilized and reopened to some point along the existing roadway. Possibly there should be a provision for a
parking area and picnic facility in the area just above a point which could be impacted by a full reservoir. Or,
possibly, it might be appropriate to provide a temporary parking facility in the area that might be flooded again
if the reservoir refills.

Assuming that the old Stanislaus River and New Melones will share the section of canyon between Camp Nine
and Parrotts Ferry for many years — with a fluctuating boundary between the two - | think that it would be
desirable to make provision to allow individuals and outfitters to raft as far down the river as possible before
they switched either to sea kayaks or a motorized boat. Last year, my son and | paddled sea kayaks between
Rose Creek and Parrotts Ferry where we had to carry the boats up the locked gate at the top of the paved road
where it intersects Parrotts Ferry Road in Tuolumne County. This was very difficult! Although improving the
access road, which has sustained some damage from mud and from subsidence, will likely require some
significant construction dollars, | believe that this is essential as part of a long-term use plan for New Melones
Recreation Area — which should be utilized for more than its reservoir recreation potential.

Thank you for considering our input and please let me know if you would like any further input from us about
the potential for recreational rafting and sea kayaking at the eastern end of the New Melones Lake Area. We
would like to talk with you about offering some trips there during the 2010 season as we help build a long-term
asset for the benefit of visitors to Calaveras and Tuolumne counties.

Sincerely yours,

George Wendt

The O.A.R.S. Family of Companies
PO Box 67 Angels Camp, CA 95222
Phone: 209-736-4680

Phone: 209-736-4677 ext. 714

Fax: 209-736-2902

www.oars.com

Defining Adventure since 1969

b% Please consider the natural environment before printing this email message

Responses

0-9-4: Comment noted. The permit process is desdrilmder 43
CFR 429. Further, this option is currently beinglgmed in the
development of the Commercial Services Plan.
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Letter O-10 Comments

0-10-1

“& ater Ruoz ts Inc.
New Melones Lake Marina
TTI0 W, Kertleman Lane, #20B, Lodi, CA 95240
phone: 200 00

Burecau of Reclamation
7794 Folsom Dam Rd
Folsom, CA 95630-6610

fax: 209.333.1753
January 4, 2010
Mrs. Melissa Vignau B S TES Q7 (B2 IE
c/o Central California Area Office @ ﬁ == g § E %i\
U.S. Department of the Interior g

&=

Dear Mrs. Vignau,

We operate the concession for New Melones Lake Marina and were recently made aware of
the production of the New Melones Lake Area Draft Resource Management Plan &
Environmental Impact Statement and its impending comment period deadline. We look

forward to working with the BOR on the mote specific plan for the concession at the resort,

and at that time we will have input as to the operations on the lake.

So at this time, we would like comment that the BOR review and amend its limit as to the
number of houseboats allowed on the lake as well as their size. There is demand for more
houseboat and outdoor enthusiasts to enjoy the lake and bring their vessels to the lake 117 it
were allowed to expand large vessel storage opportunitics. Nearby 1.akes McClure and Don
Pedro both accommodate nearly twice the number of houseboats but are smaller reservoirs.
In addition, there is demand by the public for larger vesscls than the current 15 x 56” size
limitation. Many houseboats are safely built to 16’ x 70” and are popular on several lakes, not
only in California but throughout the U.S. (including BOR operated Lake Berryessa).

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Resource Management Plan for
New Melones Lake.

Sincerely,

&W&M"-—-

David M. Smith

President, Water Resorts Inc.
Shasta Lake Resorts, LI
New Melones Lake Marina

Responses

0-10-1: Comment noted. The current size limitatdd5' x 65' is based on
many factors, including but not limited to entramoad size limitations, ma-
rina facilities and capacity studies. The 2002 tdisUse Study established a
capacity of 106 houseboats, in part based on dusias limits. Increasing

the maximum size of houseboats may have an impettteooverall capacity
and range of recreation opportunities and visikpegiences on the lake. The
preferred alternative seeks to maintain or enhéimeexisting capacity and
range of recreation opportunities provided.
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Letter O-11

Comment here:

Whritten cc may be ed at the Comment Table
or are due to the Bureau of Reclamation by close of business
HMonday, January 4, 2010.
Comments may also be mailed to the address on the back, or faxed
to 916-989-7109, or e-malled to mibrockm 3
Thank you.

(Please print clearly)

WALIER A WESTER

AOLR, SEPAeIE

Responses

0O-11-1: Comment noted. Management actions withenRMP must be
consistent with Reclamation's goals and objectiReslamation must
consider resource use, resource protection, aniécpaatbety in man-
aging the New Melones Lake Area. Reclamation'sepredl alterna-
tive would continue to implement the current polioy non-
commercial seaplane use of New Melones Lake.

0-11-2: Comment noted. Operation of a seaplaneadtéfiincluded under
Alternative B (Action R 31B).

Name

Prlors ASSEC., ERN
Organization and Address

s 7 BOARLWALL OWE

LARIePUA. Ca 94439

Vo= E-mailg

Phone (& §T._@27 2 ¥YLFAX (

December 20, 2009

Date

LIBLTWESTE .

As a user of Bureau of Reclamation Recreational Resources, | would iike to comment that | support continued seaplane access

0-11-1

to New Melones Reservoir. Of the alternatives in the Draft RMP/EIS | prefer Alternative B and strongly oppose Alternative C.

Seaplanes have safely used the waters of the BOR, where permitted, throughout the west for as long as the BOR has

managed them. At New Melones, westem seaplane pilots have long enjoyed access without conflict with the local boating

community and are a popular atfraction for the local tourism industry.

The operation of a seaplane school on New Melones would bring additional benefits to the local business community with

0-11-2

minimal impact to the environment. Seaplanes do not use Reservoir waters for engine cooling, do not stir sediments with

their propeliers, do not carry invasive species in their bilges or bait buckets and produce far less noise than any ski or

bass boat at full throttle.

The local seaplane community is tightly knit and organized, ready to work closely with the local Resource Managers to

address and mitigate any issues arising from seaplane operations on New Melones, or any other BOR resource in the West!
Y

=4 H 7
Thank you for your consideration and acceptance of these comments. i ik ’ / A !/ - ?if/k

7
7

A
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Appendix J: Comments Received on New Melones Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS

Comments

Letter O-12

[0]

;ng,,, » A
Managing

Written comments may be submitted at the Comment Table
or are due to the Bureau of Reclamation by close of business
Monday, January 4, 2010.

Comments may also be mailed to the address on the back, or faxed
to 976-989-7109, or e-mailed to mirockmani usbr.gov.
Thank you.

_{Please print clearly}

/ ;
e

PR

Water in the West

Responses

0-12-1: Comment noted. Management actions withenRMP must be
consistent with Reclamation's goals and objectiReslamation must
consider resource use, resource protection, anigcpaatety in man-
aging the New Melones Lake Area. Reclamation'sepredl alterna-
tive would continue to implement the current polioy non-
commercial seaplane use of New Melones Lake.

0-12-2: Comment noted. Operation of a seaplaneadtifiincluded under
Alternative B (Action R 31B).

December 20, 2009

Date

Cc t here:

As a user of Bureau of Reclamation Recreational Resources, | would fike to comment that § support continued seaplane access

0-12-1

to New Melones Reservoir. Of the altematives in the Draft RMP/E!S { prafer Altemative B and sirongly oppose Altemative C.

Seaplanes have safely used the waters of the BOR, where permitted, throughout the west for as long as the BOR has

managed them. At New Melones, western seaplane pilots have long enjoyed access without conflict with the local boating

community and are a popular attraction for the local tourism industry.

The operation of a seaplane school on New Melones would bring additional benefits to the local business cemmunity with

0-12-2

minimal impact to the environment. Seaplanes do not use Reservoir waters for engine cooling, do not stir sediments with

their propeliers, do not carry invasive species in their bilges or bait buckets and produce far less noise than any ski or

bass boat at full throttle.

The local seaplane community is tightly knit and organized, ready to work closely with the local Resource Managers to

address and mitigate any issues arising from seaptane operations on New Mefones, or any other BOR resource in the West!

Thank you for your cansideration and acceptance of these comments.

All comments become part of the public record.
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Appendix J: Comments Received on New Melones Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS

Letter -1 Comments Responses
I-1-1: Comment noted. Reclamation is developing a Commercia Services

- = R e *i Plan for New Melones which will assess the feasibility of additional
Managing Water in the West recreation facilities. Y

Written comments may be submitted at the Comment Table
or are due to the Bureau of Reclamation by close of business
Monday, January 4, 2010.
Comments may also be mailed to the address on the back, or faxed
tc 916-989-7109, or e-mailed to mbrockman@ ushr.gov.
Thank you.

(Please print clearly)

Name_—

Pfored
Organization and Address _22% i & 4
T ain t’ﬁ S %</ A 98283

i o A
E-mail_pov \beleed gima |
i ¥

é”‘f’é vl ple

o

et [velumine,

All rnmmante harnma nart nf tha nublic rornord
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Appendix J: Comments Received on New Melones Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS

L etter 1-1, Continued Comments Responses

Attachment to Letter I-1. Not a comment letter on the New Melones
Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS.

Misc. Info.:

fCamping Nearby . $ Pay to play -~ fv"f /1 o

Description: On Army Corp of Engineers property. Fun Tayout with awesome views of reservoir.
Huge campground. fishing. boating, etc. #17 is 700" downhill to lake's edge.

£ ke U@ /‘u%l“'

- % L T R T G

—
{7 %
'>%

Pros; Well designed course. No crowd whatsoever. We were the only golfers on a Saturday afternoon!
17 is epic. Other than the valley heat, a great afternoon of disc golfing. Camping on the laké. Would be'a
great winter course. Picnic area on hole 7/8 is awesome.

Pros: Amazing use of the land with near optimal flow starting and finishing at the same spot and nolong:
walks to the nextiee. beautiful scenery with wild life and great views. signage was great, even -
a noteh in a rock formation to'show where the pin would be located: 18 very diverse holes with no issue
of being repetitive, avery hole is different from the I3st. very obvious paths lead from pin to next tee
which is-also indicated on the tee sign at the start of the hole; satellite course map provided at 1st tee

which is located right next td the huge parks sign at the end of the parking lot. tail grass off the beaten
path will promote an accurate tee shot adding some difficulty. picnic tables, running water, on sité
bathrooms, and tons of parking: never an issue of being overcrowded here.

Pros: Very nice course with a great view of the lake, when | played Tt was just a 9 hole course. | did enjoy
the time | spent there. Also has a'camp site just a cross the lake

Pros: Bathrooms; Water, Tables, Garbaga can, camping, boating. Satellite map of the course. Good mix
of challenging and stfaigﬁt;ihrows;A:c«;upie,hs!es are blind but- most have arock or tree screen that'if
you throw your pathway you're golden. The rcack ringsare scary at first but once you get there the rocks
are only waste high so you throw for bird or par no prob. The are 2x par four and 1x par five. The par five
hole 17 is over 700ft. Wow down hill to the lake. At par five it's forgiving enough for newbies and old
hand can throw birds.

February 2010 New Melones Lake Area Final RMP/EIS Reclamation
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Appendix J: Comments Received on New Melones Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS

Letter |-2 Comments

A
\‘f e o~ - Y " .
[-2-1] ~ ¢ Soppo@t Tha  mulmiple uSE ALTRAALGE

Managing Water in t West

Written comments may be submiitted at the Comment Table
or are due fo the Bureau of Reclamation by close of business
Monday, January 4, 2010.

Comments may also be mailed to the address on the back, or faxed
to 916-989-7109, or e-mailed to mbrockman@.ushr.gov.
Thank you.

(Please print clearly)

H v
Name_ ANCE Kaaball

Organization and Address L7 54| “TEmEREs O
DbmES e te CA, G557 7T

) E-mail TRoLEP 2698 Yakoo

Comment here: {z f z | od

77

sl Lile To cammiat on Tun

o T i AN

Responses
|-2-1: Comment noted.

I-2-2: Comment noted. Reclamation is developing a Commercial
Services Plan for New Melones which will assess the feasibil-
ity of additional recreation facilities.

12 laebe De Goll ¢asf6T 1N The  TUTTie Thuwie flec ALEA,
Thafe ade aasae  Soots Tl vedld o Sler A Gleat  caolsE
192 b Tho Vobiie -t ;*.—”Mu’c;ag; e post o6 Ok course s Low, and

DAL A Adeasw (€ aci D TRe  eow Locsat  usell

Dhave Afe. ND COSTSER 1oy TTVOLoM P

DS ol 15 A low tmPAct (reczannn

The (OurgE (ould CENEZAN  MUALe, [0m TS USE  LeoC.

All comments become part of the public record.
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Appendix J: Comments Received on New Melones Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS

L etter 1-2, Continued Comments Responses

g 3 ; o Attachment to Letter 1-2. Not a comment letter on the New Melones
- ‘ Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS.
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Comments Received on New Melones Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS

Appendix J

Responses

Comments

Letter 1-2, Continued

Not a comment letter on the New Melones

2

Attachment to Letter |

S.

Lake Area Draft RMP/EI

Where Is Disc
Who Plays Disc G

Disc Goif Programs - Proes
Coutse Design.
Course Equipment -
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Comments Received on New Melones Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS

Appendix J

Responses

Comments

Letter 1-2, Continued

Not a comment letter on the New Melones

2

Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS.

Attachment to Letter |

olf: Just the Facts.

‘Whatis Dise Golf?

Dise Golf is 2 fast growing outdoor activity
everyohe can enjoy. Similar o golf, the object of
Disc Golf is to complete each hole in as few throws-
-or strokes--as possible. Instead of using golf clubs
and a golf ball, disc golfers use a flying goif disc to
traverse the hole, Each hale starts witha teeing

jolf can be played with just one golf dise, golf discs
are designed to fly with different characteristies.,
Different discs can be used to hook and curve
around obstacles, roll on the ground, or fly over
frees,

‘Who plays Disc Golf?

Dige Golf is an economival sport for alt to
enjoy, 1t can be played from school age to golden
age, making it a terrific lifetime sport. It isnot
uncomman to hear that someone hag been “bitten
by the Dise Golf bug”. Additionally, Disc Golf is
an affordable sport in which to get started. Golf
discs can be purchased for around $t0, and most
courses are free or cost little to play. Dise Golfis
accessible to practically everyone,

‘Why should Iinstall a Dise Golf course?

Dise Golf is an inexpensive, traffic generating
recreational activity, Fora fraction of the tost of
other activities (i.e,, tennis courts or playgrounds),
you can have an 18 hole Disc Golf course that will
serve up to 72 people at a time from dawn to dusk.
This translates to hundreds of patrons visiting to
play Disc Golf on any given day.

Dise Golf also has the ability to utilize spaces
that are typically not used by other activities. Disc
Golf holes can be routed through woods, over hills,
across fields, near streams and lakes, The possibili-
ties are truly endless. If you have an area that you
wish you could do more with, 2 Dise Golf course
may be the perfect solution.

Some Isolated areas attract unsavory and
unwanted activities. Adding a Disc Golf course
will increase foot Lraffic, thus helping to reduce
unwanted behaviors in the area.

How much space do I need to dedicate to the
Dise Golf course?

Disc Golf hay heen installed on as few as 4 acres,
or as many as 100. The amount of land needed will
depend on the size and location of your property,
the tercain, other park uses as well as your target
demographic. Wooded courses can be installed on
fewer acres than a wide open course, as the trees
cantain the holes and allow closer placament of
fairways without interference.

Do Ineed a specialist to design the Disc Golf
course?

You do not need a specialist to design the
course, but an experienced designer will be able
to design a safe, fair and challenging course for
players of all abilities. Local players can design
Disc Golf courses, but for the best results, ook for
a professional Disc Golf course designer, INNOVA
can work with you to locate a course designer in
your region.

‘Who installs the course?

Installing targets is very easy and van easily be
done by the maintenance crew. Often, local disc
golfers are more than willing to assist in course
installation.

Sounds great, but how much is it going to
cost?

For a complete break down of the course costs,
pleage refer to page 15.

Land Considerations

How much land will you need for your Dise Golf
course? For starters, it depends on who will be using
it, If your target audience is school children whe
need to complete the course during gym class, you
can use as little as two to three acres and make a
course that is 1,000 to 2,000 feet long. Butif vou
‘hope to host a major championship, you may need
30 - 40 acres to hold a course that’s 7,000 to 10,000
feet or longer.

Disc Golf courses work in all kinds of setting
there are courses in the flood plains of the Missis-
sippi River and on the ski slopes of Colorado. One of
Disc Golf's most atiractive qualities is that courses
can be successful on almost any size plot, in virtually
every type of terrain, and with any kind of foliage.

Dise Golf Courses: Just the F

As a rule of thumb, an acre per hole is a good
estimate, bul the more land you have avaiiable,
the better your course can be. If you have a choice
of areas, look for some of the features that always
enhance 2 course; mature trees, changes in eleva-
tion, crecks, and ponds. Whenever possible, put your
course in an area away from other activities and
structures.

A qualified professiona} designer can help you
pick the best place to put your course, Using the
best features of your property, the designer will then
create a playing experience that is challenging, fun,
safe, and fair,
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Comments Received on New Melones Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS

Appendix J

Responses

Comments

Letter 1-2, Continued

Attachment to Letter 1-2. Not a comment letter on the New Melones

Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS.

Where is Disc Golf Played?

Disc Golf Course Growth
Disc Golf has grown dramatically in the past 10 years. Permanent Dise Golf courses
‘bave more than tripled over the period from 1997 to 2007, More players will be intro-
duced to the game than ever before, Are you going to be ready when Disc Golf hits your
region?

Courses in the United States

July 2007

Top 20 states
for Dise Golf

51
4. Penmeyhania 9

15, Indiann

43

‘Top 15 Reasons to Install a Disc
Golf Course

15. Dise Golf is a low impact,
aconomicat activity that ca
added tc most parks in as ittle
aga week.

4. A Dise Golf course can be.
designed into under-utilized
areas of you 5.

13. The process of organizing and
ordering everything you'll
need requires just a few easy
choices.

Aw Disc Goif tends to decrease
undesicable activity in under-
usifized aveas of a park.

11.Disc Golf is a sport that
everyone can play, regardless
of age, ability, or gender,

10. A single Golf conrse
tan entertain ninety or more
people at one time,

9. Disc Galf is great for those not
interosted in team sports, yet
are driven to-compete.

8, Dise Gol s a great lifetime
sport,

i Disc Golf attracts people.from
other areas of the state and
countey to your park.

| 5 Park departments are

pleasantly su

volunteer spixit of disc goifers.
4. Dise Golf is easy to learn but

provides time of challenge

inexpensive to play.
You can start playing with a
single dise for

d the umber one reason to
build @ Dise Golf course...

1T you build it, they will come,

Dise Goif Around the World
‘The sport of Dise Golf has
spread to many counriries.
Sweden and Japan both have
long history of enjoying the sport.
Both Ewrope and Asia should see
growth ins the coming years as
mare people experience the sport,
Japan s instalted many Disc
Golf courses in relatively small
parks, Sweden has been a hotbed
of Diss Golf activity for neatly 30
yeass,
‘The future of Dise Golf arousd
the ising. With muny

an intarmational game.

Disc golf course installations worldwide since 1975

Top Countries
for Dise Golf

19 Netherlands 6

1. Antarctiva

1

Manabu Kajiyamafrom Japan

“Bisc Golf courses have been installed i Natienal
Government Parks across Japan, bisc Golf is recognized
as @ “Spart for A" and was honored by being introduced
at the 2001 World Games in Akita, Japan, Despite the
challenges of land shortages and timited days off to play,
Ppeople cantinue to enjay and discover Disc Golf in Japan.”

Ve, Koro Shimba
Frasldent af Hera Disc Japen

Rapid Growth in Courses
With the introduction of the
Innova DISCatcher Target in 1995,

a shot in the arm. Within 4 years,
permanent Disc Golf courses

The future of course growth
is just as promising. Where in
the past the majority of people
pushing for disc golf courses were
the players themselves, we are
starting to see a shift. Park man-
apers are seeing Dise Golf as an
inexpensive and popular addi-
tion to a park. Cities with a single
course are looking to add more
<courses in the future, Some parks
are planaing dise golf into their
first phases, Dise Golf is being her-
atded as a great addition to alinost
any park.

Reclamation

New Melones Lake Area Final RMP/EIS

February 2010

J-83



Comments Received on New Melones Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS

Appendix J

Responses

Comments

Letter 1-2, Continued

Not a comment letter on the New Melones
S.

2

Lake Area Draft RMP/EI

Attachment to Letter |

 Disc Golf'is For Everyone

Disc Golf offers fun and challenge for players across a wide spectrum.
+ Inoxpensive activity for the entire family.
Easy to learn, yet takes a lifetime to master.
Can be played and enjoyed by peopie of all ages from school years to the golden years.

+ Provides cpportunity for the speelally-abled and disabled to participate in 3 mainstream
activity.

Alow impact activity that involves a geod amount of walking,

Offers both upper and lower body conditioning.

Allows players of Bmited fitness levels to start slowly and increase level of play as fitness
improves.

An ontdeor activity that can be played year round in all weather conditions from rain and
snow to heat and humidity.

Sentors, the fastest growing demographic, are taking to dise golf in record numbers.
EDGE program (see following page) introduces the sport to school age children.

Disc Golf Demographics
Disc Golf is one of the fow sports that can appeal to plavers as young
B80s. Disc Golf provides mpact exercise with

Statistics souzce: Professional Dise Golf Association

Educational Disc Golf Experience (EDGE)

Introducing Dise Golf To Our
Youth

Use your Dise Golf course to intro-
duce the lifetime sport of Disc Golf to
the youth in your community.

EDGE — The Educational Disc

Golf Experiense — provides schools, O

after schoo! programs, summer park et

‘programs, camps, seouts and other

youth programs with a sound cur- G

riculum for teaching the basics of (o3

Dise Golf and allied skilis. EDGE is

. designed to give teachers and youth ou_
program leaders the tcols they need \Q
o suceeed, Resource materials, JV Discimus per vita, %

lesson plans, student worksheets, and W legrn for i,

related materials are provided for

| varying grade levels. Please visit our

web site for examples of equipment

packages and information on how you Learn about Disc Qoq
can become an BDGE Partrer School i
or Youth Organization, For more \* om our new DVD!

formation please contact EDGE at
1-866-391-3343 o visit www.EDGE-
iscgolf.org

Even if your school or youth
progeam is ot near a permanent.
course, EDGE can still provide
everything needed to bring Disc Golf
. to the youth in your community.
Equipment and currictdum packages
designed to meet the needs of various
pregrams and budgets are available.
Equipment is high qual
ment approved, and will ensure that
‘your youth participants have a top-
noteh experi

‘Want to teach the basics of Dise Gol toa
group of scouts, summer campers or {0 an
after school program so they can be ready
to enjoy playing a fun round of Dise Golf?
Check out the new DVD, Getting the EDGE.
‘This video features world champions Ken
Climio and Des Reading and introduces the
basicd of playing Dise Golf as well as throw-
ing techniques.

www.edgediscgolf.org
pw
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Comments Received on New Melones Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS

Appendix J

Responses

Comments

Letter 1-2, Continued

Not a comment letter on the New Melones

Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS.

2

Attachment to Letter |

Recreational 3@55& %R&Rﬁ, For Your Course

Recreational Disc Golf

Park departments across the
country have heen pleasantly sur-
prised at the level of enthi
shown by most Dise Gol
Many elubs often engage in park
clean up, conrse maintenance,
and charity work velated to their
Tocal events. Weekly and monthly
singles and doubles tournaments
bring golters out to the course
to challenge their feliow players.

beginners, amateurs, and pros
away to compete fairly against

verse skill

Weekly league events will
inerease traffic to your course. If
you schedule weekly league play
cvents, with a set day and time, the
word will spread.

INNOVA DISC

Handicapped leagues ~ DGU

‘your community is interested In offering organized Disc Golf play, hosting
Hat p leagues or events allows players of all skill levels to enjoy fun and fair
competition. Dise Golf United (DGU) s a handicap service that can provide
everything you need to run a successful handicap league or tournament event
at vour course. Visit discgolfunited,com or cal) 1-Boo-476-3568 for eomplete
details on how to add this prograim to your parks activities schedule.

Youth Programs ~ EDGE

EDGE {Educaticnal Disc Golf Experience) isa
non-profit organization dedicated to bringing Dise
Golf to youth. (see page #11) If you are interested in
a youth activity for summer programs or after schoot
tivities, EDGE can provide all the materials and
equipment needed to introduce dise golf to the yonth
in your community.
For more information visit edgediscgolf.org

‘Tournament play ~

Many events are run by local clubs and organizations. If you are interested in
hosting a tournament at your dise goll caurse, cheek with the leeal club to find
qualified volunteers who have experience running events. Events can be run in
co-operation with your park department and can be used to increase awareness
of the disc golf course or to target youth and/or family groups,

Disc Golf has two annual global events, The World's Biggest Dise Golf
Weekend takes place on nearly 200 courses around the world in Mid-May, The
Tee Bowl happens in late January and early February to promote Disc Golf soli-
darity and raise funds for local food banks and charities.

Whether it is a local league or a global event, INNOVA stands ready to share
its expertise and promotional tools to help your local Dise Golf program theive.

www.discgolfunited.com
F West: 800-408-8449  East: 800-476-3968  www.innovadiscs.com

Professional Disc Golf: A Lot of Fun and Action

Professional Dise Golf
TFounded in 1976, the Profes-

PLLA

spart of Dise Goif warldwide.
its 30,000 plus members live
and play in more than twenty ﬂ
countries on five continents. The £

PDGA writes the rules for Disc
Golf, provides members with &

Golf World, an
sport,

Every year the PDGA sancticns competitions for

ional and amateur players. C [
points by participating in these cvents. The points are
tabulated by the PDGA and used to determine invita-
tions to the annual World Professional and Amateur
Disc Golf Championships.

The PDGA is the governing body for the sport.
Besides scheduling the Pro Tour, the PDCA provides
rules of play, equipment specifications, a newslet-
ter, and a directory of the more than 2000 Dise Golf
courses world wide.

As more players discover Disc Golf tournaments,
more players are attracted to competitive events.
This increases the demand for more PDGA sane-
tioned events around the country.

u souree of information about the

s
Top professianal,Bran Scweberget shows gaodt orm st the US Dise Golf Champlonship In SC
For information visit the PDGA web site or send an E-mail:
Professional Disc Golf Association
E-maik: office@pdga.com
Web site: www.pdga.com
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Comments Received on New Melones Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS

Appendix J

Responses

Comments

Letter 1-2, Continued

Attachment to Letter 1-2. Not a comment letter on the New Melones
Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS.

Course Design: What Makes

Course Design

Laying out a Disc Golf tourse
can be a daunting task, While
finding a good flow, negotiating
obstacles, crealing intriguing

the most pleasing and safe (to both
players and park users) course
requires careful planning,

‘Why Good Design Js Important
Design is a eritical factor in the
long-term stccess of any Dise Golf
course, The designer starts by rec-
ommending an id on for a
course, taking into account terrain,
unigue features, and other park
activities. A qualified designer will
then produce an overall layout, set
the hole lengths, and determine
the pars ~ alt based on swhat's best
for your site and player base. The
skilled course designer will then
maximize yoiur Dise Golf invest-

Good Course Design Showld Take Into Account Several Fattors,

Safety ~

« Awell-designed vourse lowers
the risk for disc golfers and
non-disc golfers alike.

Don't throw towards paths i
possible. Design hales to play
away from active arcas,
Fairways should never cross
ench other nor cause pleyers to
throw towards other fairways,
baskets or 1es.

» Never play toward playgrounds.

Fairness ~

+ Afult course rewards good
theows, punishes bad thraws,
and provides varying degrees of
success for throws in between.
Good cowrse design doesn't
accentuate the element of

chance,

fargets too close fo
out-ai-bounds areas can
punish good throws and lead to
frugtrated players.

Tunnel shots reward aceuracy,
but shauld leave room for good
recovery shats for those who
don't execute the drive.

Balance -

+ A weli-balanced course will
have a mix of long and short,
open and tight, left, right and
straight fairways.

Remetber that players are
Doth right and lefl handed, and
throw backhand and forehand.
“Try not to string together holes
that require the same shot over
and over.

Variety ~

+ The course should require a
wide vatiety of different skills
{shots) to avoid obstacles, to
negotiate terrain challenges and
1o seore well.

g
£
&
=3
H
5
g
5
g
g

across terrain.
holes with tight 3
Place baskels to the left, right
and center of the fairway.

+ More variety means players
become well rounded playing
your course.

Strategy -

+ The design shouid cause players
to put a premium on correct
shot selection and placement.

+ Apar four hole adds more
strategy than a par thres,

+ Save some strategic choices
for your Jast four hales, where
heated condests can be won.

Character -

» Course design should highlight
the special features and
inherent beauty of the land
itself.

Find a unigue obstacle, tree, or
land feature and create a great
hole around it.

« A string of holes that utilize 2

unique aspect Lo your course
can make it memorable.

+ Emphasize the local flora on
your course if possible.

, ;n%a@bmm@m&%:_.@ Your Course

“The bast designs feature distinctive
‘oles and Inniovative layouts that are
scenic and fair, But the bottom lne is the
playing experience: it must Include shot-
making options, opportunitles forrsk
management, and the need for a variety
of shots..and It has to be enough fun to
keep players coming bark!

~John Hauck, dasignor of the

V. R.Jackson Mamorlal courss at the
rnationat Disc Golf Centerin
Appling, GA

*A good course eslgner has detalled
Knowiedge of the fight patterns of
‘madern discs, keeps up with trends in
coutse design, and s familia with tap
courses atound the world®

= Harotd Guvall dosigner of mote than 20
coursa, Including the fsmous Winthrop
Gold Course, hama af the US Disc Golt
Champlonship
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Responses

Comments

Letter 1-2, Continued

Attachment to Letter 1-2. Not a comment letter on the New Melones
Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS.

nt

Planning your Budget

Disc Golf course designg are very flexible. The
scope of your project, target audience, and your
imagination ali play an important role in defining the
“personality” of your course. A simple g-hole course
can be built on as little as two acres for around
53000, Championship caliber courses typically
require one to two acres per hole.

Disc Golf courses can be installed in phases and.
upgraded over time. Concrete tees, benches, trash
cans, practice targets, alternate pin placements, and
bridges are all features that can be added after your
course is first established.

Volunteer Labor

Lacal disc golfers are often wiliing to volunteer
with eourse installation. They can help install targets
and tee pads as well as widen wooded fairways,
Dise golfers will give their time to see a new course
epened. Planned workdays with free lunch can get
you a lot of enthusiastic helping hands for the price
of some food and drinks.

Targets

Targets are the most important piece of equip~
ment for your course. Innova targets are highly
visible, good leoking, preat ecatching and long-lasting.
“The DISCateher® Pro is approved by the Professional
Dise Golf Association.

Tees

Tees provide a surface from which disc golfers “tee
off". Tees should be as maintenance-free and slip-resis-
tant as possible. Choose 2 tee—natural, recycled rubber,
or conerete—that suits the needs of your course and
budget. Innova does not offer any tee options, just sug~
gestions and instructions for installation.

Signs

Tee signs at each hole provide information about
the par, distance, and any obstacles for the hole
being played, Tee sighs also help players navigate the
course. There is a tee sign option to fit every budget,

Materials and Expenses

Bags of concrete, weedkiller, wood for ies forms,
gas for power equipment, chainsaw blades. Depend-
ing on your course loaction, added expenses can be
low or high, Wooded holes that require iree eutting
and clearing should budget more time and money
than wide open holes,

ECO Course

The ECO Course is a no-frills option that is both Economical &
Erological. This course package features minimal environmental
impact as DISCatcher Pro Targels are the only additions to the land.

Baslc Course [9-Hole [18-Hola

DiSCatcher Pro Targets $2700¢  $5400

Bl e G G

rgk.i_.:i_:c Course.

Freight 5 $275 $550
Equipment Total 52975 55950
Basic Course : : ;
The Basic Course is ideal for towns, camps, and schools locking i Coli n.:; le T 16or
for an economical Dise Golf solution. Costs are minimized through 2 nm. o.w 8 2;
the use of basic Silver Lovel tee signs and natural tees. DisCatcher Pro Targets $2700 §5400 |
1 d Platinum Level Tee Signs $1665 $3330
9-Hole 1 18-Hal N
Basl¢ Caurse o L 1 Course | Rules Sign 125 5125 |
Design Overview {course map) Sign 5265 5265
DisCatcher Pro Targess 52700 $5400 | » Concrete tees Emnﬂﬂcﬁe - B2l T30 300
Siver LevelTee Signs s360]  §720] * Practice tanget & ;
Rules Sign s125]  sizs)| | Denches Fredght e 5400 5800
- « Trash k Total mm&m _$10220
Frelght i 8275 $550 o Alternate pin
Equipment Total [ s3as0] se795| locations Upgrad
+ “Alternate v %E 8@ \:& Snm FS:Q.«
“x Benches:
Deluxe Course «Trashreceptacles

‘The Deluxe Course provides more amenities than the basic course.
Gold Level tee signs and 2 practice target add to the Dise Golf experi-
ence. The practice target is perfect for warm up before 2 round, and it
shows beginners the general concept of Disc Golf. Larger, framed tee
signs provide added protection against the elements and vandalism and
Eoﬁ% space for g? uvosmoﬁgv. A professional course designer will

Additional Expenses

‘The targets and tee signs that we can supply will
get you started in establishing a potentially great
course. Investing in permanent tees and professional
course design may be the next best investment you

the of your magke for your course. Installation materials include
T g 4x4 posts or steel posts for tee signs, as well as lumber
Daluxo Caurse -Hole | 18:Hole |\ titional concrete  @Nd screws for tee installation, Padlocks are recoms
Equipment: tees mended to secure the targets in place, All of these
DiSCatcher Pro Targets $2700 $5400 | + Alternate target .:nwum aﬂ_ ﬁwdwnaﬂwm Eémcsg.u.”c _..cEp‘ course,
Gold rmﬂm—ﬁsm_m:m 51125 mNNmC Uwungmﬂ.:h iosk and each of e wiki provide a positive return.
Rules Sign 5125 S5 . mmbmw«m o8 Additianal Course wcua”
Practice Targer 5300 5300 » Trash . Additional ltem 9-Hale | 18-Hole
" 5350 5700 Concrete Tees $1800 $3600
54600 SB778 Course Deslgn 32700 $5400
| Materlals $180 $360
{Padlocks, Concrete) 5150 $300
Addltional cost festimate}
Complete Caurse (Basic]
Complete (Deluxe)
* relglit pricing is estimated, Please oalk for specific freight quotes. Complete (Champ)
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Not a comment letter on the New Melones
S.

2

Lake Area Draft RMP/EI

Attachment to Letter |

guipment: DISCatcher Pro Targets

DISCatcher PRO Targets

DiSCatcher PRO mcaamﬁ

‘The most obvieusly unique part of a Disc Golf
course is the target. In the early days of Dise Golf,

HIGH VISIBLITY TARGRT TOP.

trees, light poles, and trash cans were designated as
targets. The DISCatcher® PRO represents the state of
the art in Disc Golf target technology.

‘The INNOVA DISCatcher PRO is the best catch~

Our yellow powder coated target top makes the INNOVA

DisCatcher PRO highly visible and able to withstand the

elements, Under the powder Ba_é is all stainless steel
makiog it | ee.

ing, most visible, and lengest lasting Disc Golf target.
‘The DISCatcher PRO is a favorite of parks depart-
ments and course professionals — in 2006 over 100
new courses were installed using DISCatcher PRO

0>r<bZ~N§u CONSTRUCTION

d bisket, pipe und chains all
Emnmz&nn PRO target to weather the elements coﬁon

than painted or zinc plated baskets.

targets. The bright yellow band improves visibility
[rom the tee and also inguishes the Dise Golf THREE ] m”mv CHATNG

course o other park visttors.

aze fewer reports of 332 theftwith the Emom_q_ﬁn
PRO.

Custom Color Targets

Is your course in need of
ablast of new color? Does
your school want a Disc Golf
course that matches the
team's colors? You now have
the power]

Custom color DISCatchers
are now available in a mul-
titude of colors. If that isn’t
enough, spectal additives
can be used for extra flair,
Wewill work with you; be it
for a backyard target or an
entire cowrse. Pleage contact
INNOVA for more information and pricing.

Extra Installation Tubes

1 you have multiple course layouts, youw'li need additional instaliation tubes. Install o tube for each target
location and you can easily move the target te alter vour course. Multiple sleeves give players variety and
reduces wear and tear near a single target location, some switch seasonally, some monthly.

$25 per Instaltation Tube

Quantity Pricing Shipped Weight Approx. Frelght
1 DISCatcher PRO target $300.00 72 pounds 850
9 DISCatcher PROs $2700.00 650 pounds #200-280
18 DiSCatcher PROs 45400.00 1300 pounds $450-550
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Letter 1-2, Continued

2. Not acomment letter on the New Melones

Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS.

Attachment to Letter |

Course Equipment: Tees

Teen

Each Disc Golf hole begins from
4 tee. Some courses have natural
tees, bul the preferred tee is 2
textured slab of concrete.

Proper Tee Deslgn and
Construction

Tees should always be as level
as possible, not sloping mozc than

12 foot tee. Tees should also be
ievel from Side to sid

space in front and Lo the sides, and
six feet to the rear for those who

to approach the pad with some
omentum. Edges of the pad
shouid not drop off shaxply, espe-
cially an long apen holes which
‘may require a follow through,
Proper design will dramatically
reduce the potential for injury.

For more information on
installing concrete tee pads,
hum to page 22,

P

Natural Tees
Natural tees are the easiest (o install,
and cost littie, With time, howover,
natural tees can sweat 1f not maintained.
Natural toes work best in dry climates
and sandy soils. Areas that receive a lot
frain or have loose soil may want to
consider concrete. Natural tees allow
time to determine if a hole design is ideal
belore permanent tevs are installed.

Fig, 4: Tee avea layout

Conerete Tees

Concrete tees with a coarse finish
provide the best throwing susface for all
types of Disc Gol? drives, A firm, level,
slip-free surface must be provided for
long power drives, Concrete tees are the
most maintenance free, long lasting tee

Course Equipment: Signs

Tee 8 Course Signs
Signs are an important pa
character and community re

2 Dise Golf course. Overview and Rules
signs educate plagers and visitors about
sufety and proper play. Individual tee
signs keep throwers on target and aware

Platinum Level $185

surfaces, Properly i

tees will last 15-20 years, For permansnt
courses, conerete s the logieal choiee to
provide a consistent maintenance-free

12” by 18” Framed, with Lexan

! The ulti in disc golf i
Beautifully rendered and detailed.
<« Rillolar trees, rippling water, Jush fairways

Al pertinent hole inforination: o
‘mandatories, huzards, paths and ronds

“wo logos ~— appreciate your club.and sponsot
080 atimintny sign with UV-reslstant inks
Galvapled steel frame, hardware, Lexan eover
Incldes attached mounting bracket for easy
installation onto & standard pole

Includes professional graphivs desipn

Cost: 18 holes 83330 9holes 51665

of safety lssues.

Gold Level 8125
9” by 12” Framed, w/Lexan

Attractive hole maps with

full-color graphics,

« Definitive map features fike falcway
shape und watet

« One Jogo for city, parks dept., or ¢

+ 080" aluminum sign with UV-re

+ Gaivanizzd stes] frame, hardwaze, and
Lexan cover

+ Mounts easily anto a standard pole

* Includes professional graphics design

18 holes 82250 9holes 81125

Overview z4by36” $265
Display your entire course, Orients
players and enhances the experience.

-
belind thutee. Not
Igodoeas st

+ Hi course flow, landmarks, restrictions,
safety hazards, and roads
- Qui i  pas for each hole

i 6 Reparea,

+ Bull-volor custom graphics with roorm for togos

« Informaon for players 10 navigate the cotuse...a MUST
for toumaments!

+ 080" shuminum with UV-resistant inks; L'V- and
graffiti-resistant cont

+ Overview frame avall

18 iokes #770 bl 3360

240 teet

iosk plans upan request Call us for additional sign choices
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Lake Area Draft RMP/EI

Attachment to Letter |

How To Prepare the Site For DISCatcher® Pro Targets

Adayor two before you ran st Parts needed to install d  Tools you this project:

the targets into the ground, you anchor: « Posthole digger or auger with 8"

will need to Instail the ground + One DISCatcher Installation « Posthole shovet - AKA a Sharp Shooter
anchars for each target. Itis Tube per hole « Magnetic level or long carpenter's level
important to install each tube + One DISCatcher pipe with « Water jug (approximately 3 gallons of water are
siraight and ata proper height. locking tab installed needed per hole)

The following will waik you » Duct tape (to seal the bottom of the tube)
through what it takes to instafl a + Approximately one bag of concrete par hale

DISCatcher PRO Targel properly.

Digging the holes
Using a posthole digger or
an auger, dig holes approxi-

2, Position tube in the hole

“The locking tab should be 4. Pourin concrete
level with the ground. Set
the tube down in the hole,
align the locking tab so that

3. Slide the DISCatcher
pole onto the tube

Make sure the locking tab
is attached. The pole will

Pour in concrete to il
about 1/3 of the depth. We
‘mix the concrete in the hole.

prevent uny concrete from 1t easier, quicker, and it
getting into the tube, and saves time and energy.
1. Tape the installation c make it very casy to align the _ Of couse, conarete can
tube bottom slightly offset the twbe in the e to sit straight. also be mixed in & container

hole 50 that the locking tab is
centered in the hole.

This prevents any concrete outside the hole.

frosm seeping into the tube.
No leaking here

5. Pourin water to make

the conerete

Make sure you do not pour
if it is really soupy,

7. Repeatuntil 5-6” from top
Continue adding concrete, water and

‘mixing until close to the top. Warning:

Do not overfill! Allow three to four inches
of space below the locking tab. Make sure
your upper concrete is of 2 nice consistency.

concrete.

Mix thy

 How To Prepare the Site For DISCatcher® Pro

Sprinkdervalve box

7inch sprinkler
vaive boxes can be
purchased at local
home supply stores
for ubout 85, They
can easily be ordered
if not in stack.

box inand seat it

‘The stmoother the better,
Try to mis all the dry con-
erete with the water.

Here you can sKip o step
9 oradd the valve box to
create a nice protected lock
tocation. The valve boxis

Straighten the pole front
toback

Stick a level against the
pole, and move the pole
until it is level.

P
Slide the valve box down over the pole and press
itinto the concrete, Make sure

suse it sits high enough 50 that the tube will be
covered completaly when

the valve box cover is
attached yet be flush so

that it does not interfere

with mowing. It also
protects the lock from
eft when the target is
installed,

When using a valve Fig 5 Valve Box placement

‘box, You must set the

Locking tab 1 1o 2 inches below grade.

Now straighten it side to
side

Now move to the other
axis {90°) to make sure it is
square in that
Alevel target

For muitiple pin locations

For multiple target locations,
we suggest setting a sprinkler
box around the ground anchor.

Ttkeeps dirt out and pre-
vents damage and makes i
casy to find overgrown pin
Tocations,

Set the instaltation tube one
inch BELOW grade, This gives
enough room for the Sprinkler
box tap.

Remove th e y Place the thy
gotto keep it plumb valve box

Onee it is square, remove Once you place the cover
the alignment pole and on the valve box (make sure

wipe any excess concrete
from the locking t2b. Do
not 6 in the area around

and some
of the other s

the inkler valve boy, it
will need air to dry quickly.

it clears the tube) you are
done! Now just think, only
17 more 1o go...
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Attachment to Letter |

Tee Pad Installation Tips

ips for getting your

« Make sure you have enough people and the right tools to
get the job done quickly. Concretz sets fast.

+ Entrust one person with the job of texturing the pads.

You may want to break the work into two days,

Bring at least 3 wheel barrows if you need to transpozt

cement to far away tee pads.

Lay down fencing or rebar before pouring to strengthen

tee pads that are located near roads

Hose doswn all your tools and wheel barzows when you

are done.

+ Always have a bit more conerete than you have
caleulated. Deeper tees, spillage, and math errors can
often leave you short, yo average in about 15% extra to
make sure you are covered.

« In busy parks, you may want Lo have volunteers

the pads for the rest of the day to prevent grafitt in your
fresh concrete.

Teepad texturing tool
‘This is a teol that can be
made easily with 3 few items
you may already have, A
‘push braom, an Astroturt
doormat (2'x 4, and a 24"
2x6, With a few screws,
attach one end of the mat to
the top of the broom, and
attach the 2x6 to the other
end of the mat, Make sure
the t d side of mat is

Proper

Pour in the concrete. Distribute and mix to remove veids.
Sereed the concrete to prevent low or high spots. Float the
concrete for a smooth finish. Texture the conerete to create a
good grippy surface.

Congrete Facts
Make sure vou have enough concrete o finish your job.
Atypical conerete truck ean hold a maximum of 12 yards of
concrete. Make sure there is a added concrete to account
for inmnmu cenerete from overt creeding, and accidental

Each tee requires a large amount of concrete, so it is
advised that a mixer truck deliver pre mixed cone: You
will save time and money using premixed over bagged.
‘There are different iypes of conerete, so know what to
order, 3000 psi. Is an indusey standard and Tor tees,
You should also request about a this is the
viscosity of the ‘between stiff

On-site Merchandise Sales and Concessions
Busy courses with on-site concession facilities
can enjoy annual sales of $50,000 or more from goif
discs and accessories alone. Snack and beverage
i generat i dditicnal
Parks that already have on-site personnel

es with on-site tennis pro shops ur
nal golf pro shops can add a complete line of
s and merchanise vith a miimal nves

Events

erfect for creatl ng tee pads bec:
the form, but also have some mﬂs:mvu o
your textured finish.

Conerete Quantities table

Conereie estimates: g tees
[widtsTeigth depis

afeet Bfet 4
Sfeet  10fcct
& feet :
6feet 1o feal

o amt per te
i fayards
62 yards

1

Contrete estimates: 18 tees.
width length . depth
sfeet | Sf qinches

i

._555.5. fora8tees

outside as shown. Donel

Texture the tee
Once the tee has been
leveled with the 2xg, Itis
. time to add the texture,
put the texture tool on
* " oneside of the pad and
" slowly drag it across to
“L providea “cor
< texture. This
the tees aptimal grip in
alt conditions,

livered mixed concrete prices range from $50-120 per
cubic yard, Bagged concrete would cost over $200 per yard.
Offer a lacal concrete company a sponsorahip of your
course in return for a discount or better, free concrete to pour
s clubs have feund that a concrete company is
to trade concrete for a nice plug on a Dise Golf course, which
hits a perfect target audience for their market,

You can increase awareness of disc golf in your
community and generate revenus through organized
events. Custom disc sales with event information
and custorn artwork can help generate additional
Tevenue for events.

Custom Dise Sales
Provide an extra boost to on-site sales with the
addition of custom: stamped dises and mini markers,
We can bot stamp your logo or artwork on your
rfcan of golf dises. We can also place full color

INNOVA - We Have me‘mgfzm or Disc Golf

A Disc Golf Pro Shop will make your course an aitraction for

tocal and segional players. With disc prices starting at just $8,

players will be willing to purchase golf dises regularly. Some

items INNOVA can supply your Pro Shop:

+ Golf Discs ~ Putters, Mid Range, and Drivers. A wide variety
are available for beg

+ Dise Golf Bags — Spe
toting discs and gear

+ Apparel ~ shirts, hats, towels
« Practice Targets
+ Rules Baoks, DVDs, Accessories

i —

As the Dise Golf Experts, Innova can help you maximize your Disc Golf fun and revenue.

-
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L etter 1-2, Continued Comments Responses

Attachment to Letter 1-2. Not a comment letter on the New Melones
Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS.

tcher

Disc Golf Target

Permanent Model Specifications

Target Top — Our yellow target tops are made from
stainless steel. They are 22 inches across and 4 inches high.
The band is also stainless steel welded to stainless steel
“spokes”. Each target top is then powder coated in bright
yellow for best visibility on the course.
) s Chains — Our chains are made to handle abuse. 24 strands
of galvanized 2/6 chains. (12 outer, 6 middle, 6 inner)
+ Basket — Our baskets will provide years of loyal service.
IR They are made using 3/8" steel rod, which is hot-dip
I @;@;ﬁ;mh ‘,'m:—} galvanized to survive years of harsh weather.
[ peent oo L + Pole — Our hot-dip galvanized 74" pole deters vandals.
} i With 1/8”walls to prevent bending or cutting. Each is pre-
| f drifled for target top, basket, and coliar hardware,
= Locking Colfar — Hot-dip galvanized finish. Securely fits
over pole mounted with tamper resistant screws.
tastallation Tube — 24" long hot-dip galvanized steel
tube. Provides a snug fit for the target at PDGA approved
height. Locking tab aligns with locking collar for security.

56

.

32"

BISCatcher PRO Benefits

Our yellow powder coated target top makes the INNOVA
DiSCatcher PRO highly visible and able to withstand the
elements. Under the powder coating is all stainless steel
construction making it long-lasting and maintenance free.

GALVANIZED CONSTRUCTION

Hot-dip galvanized basket, pipe and chains allow a
DISCatcher PRO target to weather the elements better than
painted or zinc plated baskets.

THREE TIERE A e
12 outer chains grab your disc, while 12 more inner chains
buffer and slow the disc, improving catching performance.
This makes the DISCatcher a favorite target of players.

PO - :
The DiSCatcher PRQO is PDGA approved for tournament play.

Installation Tips

Here are six tips that will reafly help to make your instailation
succassful.

1. Make sure your target pip is plumb. Use a level or the chain
set and its Tings as an indicator if no level is available.
Remember the lock tabs are to be set at or just below ground
level.

Make sure to leave enough room between the top of the
concrete and the locking tabs so that the padlock can be

24"

Official Target of the
#.S. Disc Golf Championship

bad

VA ( ] %

w

EAST COAST SALES
2850 Commerce Dr.
Rock Hill, SC 29730

Toll Free (800)476-3968

WEST COAST SALES

11077 Arrow Route

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730
Toll Free (800)408-8449

www.innovadiscs.com

_ accessed easily.
Use rubber/vinyl clad locks that have been thoroughly
Iubricated before instaliation.
Align padlock tab back toward the tee to have hole number
decai face tee area.

. Order a set of matching padlocks from a lock manufacturer.

»

L

@

February 2010

New Melones Lake Area Final RMP/EIS
J-92

Reclamation



Appendix J: Comments Received on New Melones Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS

Letter 1-2, Continued

Comments

Responses

Tuttletown Campgrounds
New Melones Lake

Acorn Campground
Sites 1-69

Day Use Area !

: ’ |
Claning —
Stalipn .. | Pump

Station

5 = Fiddleneck

Sites 126 - 161

No Boats, Trailers or RVs
in Chamise Campground

/ Ny

0578 | gy 18,7
N

4

6

[ 18]
e
=

(413 /@ i

Campground

Fee Station

Restroom
Day Use Area
Telephone
Dump Station
Group Camp
Walk-in Site
ADA Site
Standard Site

Manzanita
Campground
Sites 70 - 125

Entrance Station

Volunteer Site

Shower/Restroom

— | Attachment to Letter |-2. Not a comment letter on the New Melones
Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS.
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Letter |-3 Comments

Written comments may be sub ed at the Cc 1t Table
or are due fo the Bureau of Reclamation by close of business
Monday, January 4, 2010.
Comments may also be mailed to the address on the back, or faxed
to 916-989-7109, or e-mailed to mbrocikman(@.usbr.gov.
Thank you.

(Please print clearly)

Name L AT R A R e

Organization and Address

;o -7 <
/7 N A
Comment here: < -
Date
ACE T L /?4’/4,‘ At o S T Py
Sl g i < 4"”’4“:"; < P

All comments become part of the public record.

Responses

I-3-1: Reclamation will comply with all ADA requirements, as stated under
Actions R 50 through R 53.

I-3-2: There are no homes on Reclamation property. Reclamation does not
have control over development on non-Reclamation lands.

February 2010 New Melones Lake Area Final RMP/EIS Reclamation

J-94



Appendix J: Comments Received on New Melones Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS

Letter 1-4 Comments Responses

1-4-1: Comment noted.

' g
Managing Water in the West

Written comments may be submitted at the Comment Table
or are due to the Bureau of Reclamation by close of business
Monday, January 4, 2010,

Comments may also be mailed fo the address on the back, or faxed
to 916-989-7109, or e-mailed to mbrochmangd.usbrgov,
Thank you.

(Please print clearly)

~

i & Sl

Name.

I S .
Organization and Address NV oar& = jefge, vl (A o Sl

Comment here:

T gt Ll To SES SBiai L TREE IMAGCS Falocio) Bowad o
Z /

1-4-1 ok T pnsed  TD JERdcs ATt S D Reriin s EBugmend T Al
7

NGl sty O SEL NS S inem s A
#

All comments become part of the public record.
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Letter 1-5

[-5-1

[-5-2

[-5-3

|-5-4

Comments

December 2, 2009

Bureau of Reclamation

Attention: Melissa Brockman-Vignau, Project Manager
7794 Folsom Dam Road

Folsom, CA 95630

Subject: New Melones Lake — Management Plan
Melissa Brockman-Vignau:

For the past 20 years our family has enjoyed New Melones Lake. Our favorite activity is
fishing for both bass and trout. But we also use the lake for water skiing, walking and
even birthday parties. We visit the lake about 30 times during the year.

One of the very nice features of this lake is that it is not overly developed and is large
enough to accommodate of lot of visitors. We also find those using it to be very
considerate with little or no trash being discarded. It is definitely getting a lot more use
over the years since we started going to it, but it is still a great lake as it exists now.

1 would hope any new management plan would recognize that it should be kept as Open
for use as it is currently. Tam always afraid of “New” management plans which end up
closing lands or lakes to the public, or limiting their current use, for the sake of
preservation. In the name of “Conservation” or protection of natural and cultural
resources, too little consideration is given to those who enjoy and use facilities on a
routine bases, instead, too much weight is often given to those who want to make things
the way they believe things should be, i.e., no man input what-so-ever. This lake exists,
let’s make good use of it while also protecting it for future users.

My recommendations would also be to reopen access to boaters who may want to use the
old Highway 49 road to lanch their boats, i.e., very near the 49 bridge crossing and
entrance to the New Melones Visitors center. We have used this location is the past until
it was closed, and found that it was faster and saved fuel if we go up north, to gain access
nearer the Stanislaus River input. It would seem to be a simple thing for the Bureau to
monitor if this is a concern since it is so close to the local headquarters.

We also used to enjoy going via Columbia and inputting our float tubes and fishing via
the Parrots Ferry Road and would like to see this re-opened. I believe the reason for
closure of this access was due to garbage and old appliances being discarded. It would
seem that with night time closure of the short road this problem could be easily remedied.
Opening this would again provide access to those who may not want to be in the higher
impacted areas.

T am all in favor of bike and horse trails where vehicle traffic is not of a major concern.
My reservation about these and other possible improvements is that the costs of
maintaining them becomes too great and the whole use of the lake is closed in the future

Responses

I-5-1: Through the preferred alternative, Reclaoratims to achieve a
balance between public use and conservation.

I-5-2:This option is being considered under thdered alternative
(TA 4D), and will be implemented only if financiglfeasible and
if the roadway could be rebuilt to meet modern lvaaip stan-
dards.

I-5-3: Reopening Parrotts Ferry Road is being amrsid under the
preferred alternative (TA 4D).

I-5-4: Reclamation would only undertake developrag¢hat would be
adequately funded. Where Reclamation cannot affemd develop-
ments, it can enter into an agreement with a dwsirsg partner.
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Appendix J: Comments Received on New Melones Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS

Letter 1-5, Continued

Comments

|-5-4 | at times because of underfunded budgets. I would rather see the lake kept at its present
(Continued level of use and maintenance costs, rather than to expand possible features and uses only
to have it not properly funded and have to be closed at times.

_ Thank you for allowing input.
Joo T A
/;4 ﬁfé:zw:“}azg”f .-
avid aiid Dawn SweitZér
21174 Oneto Ridge
Sonora, CA. 95370

5

Responses

I-5-4: Reclamation would only undertake developraghat would
be adequately funded. Where Reclamation cannatdaffew
developments, it can enter into an agreement withsashar-
ing partner.
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Appendix J: Comments Received on New Melones Lake Area Draft RMP/EIS

Letter 1-6 Comments

From: Mel & Ann [melann@goldrush.com]

Sent:  Friday, December 04, 2009 4:53 PM

To: Brockman, Melissa A

Subject: Melones Resource Management Plan - Public Input

Dear Ms. Brockman,
My husband and | keep a sailboat at the New Melones Marina. We enjoy the the uncluttered shoreline and the
abundant wildlife that we see while out on the lake. The lake at this point is home to grebes of several varieties,
at least two varieties of ducks, terns, seagulls, great blue herons, egrets, night herons etc, along with, of course,
the osprey, many types of hawks, song birds, turkeys as well as the mammals and other creatures that inhabit the
shore and surrounding country. Our hope is that if you must further develop the area, you keep in mind that too
I-6-1 | much development that involves buildings, roads that allow more people into previously fairly inaccessible areas,
and the like will affect the wildlife and perhaps lower its numbers and ruin the pastoral feeling at the lake. The
public can go to other lakes and waterways closer to more urban areas if they want overly developed recreation
with lots of amenities.
|-6-2 | We are not in favor of a recreational vehicle park that will involve more paved areas and lights, especially if any
off road vehicles are allowed.
What would the "floating campsites" that were mentioned in the report be like and where would they be located?
|-6-3 | We are not in favor of floating campsites farther up river or movable campsites as this might be damaging to the
wildlife and perhaps becoming a nuisance.
More people having more access will mean more garbage, litter, sewage etc. In the current situation with the
economy which doesn't look like it will be rebounding any time soon, how will all these matters be handled when
|-6-4 | there isn't the money to pay for all the necessary extra employees and infrastructure. If fees are to be generated
to pay for these things, how can you be sure those of us using the area will have the extra income to pay the new
fees with many of us losing jobs or taking pay cuts?
|1-6-5 | Also, please include ways to avoid light pollution when making any new developments. One of the wonderful
things about camping or being on the water at night is the fairly "clean" night sky. Since started keeping our boat
in the marina 14 years ago there is more light pollution from nearby areas that have grown up in the past few
years, so adding more lights near the lake would not help in keeping the night sky dark there.
Personally, it seems that for the coming decade, just keeping the systems that are already in place running
smoothly will be a big job in itself considering the bad economy. Keeping the main thrust of the program on
1-6-6 | maintenance of existing developments, conservation of the area and low impact recreation, ie. camping, fishing,
hiking and boating seems to us the most prudent course of action.
Thank you for the opportunity to voice our concerns.
Ann & Mel Wallace

Responses

I-6-1: It is Reclamation's goal to provide a ranfeecreation ex-
periences from developed recreation areas to Bsdaped
recreation experiences. The Visitor Use Survey\&RDS
were conducted to document the current spectruavaifable
recreation uses and plan for future demand in th&t suitable
areas.

I-6-2: Comment noted. The RMP outlines additiomailfties that
could be constructed within the New Melones LakeaArAny
proposal for additional facilities would undergeeparate
NEPA analysis.

1-6-3: Comment noted. The RMP outlines additiorailfties that
could be constructed within the New Melones LakeaArAny
proposal for additional facilities would undergseparate
NEPA analysis.

I-6-4: Comment noted. The RMP outlines additioralilfties that
could be constructed within the New Melones LakearAny
proposal for additional facilities would undergseparate
NEPA analysis and Reclamation would look closelliat/
proposed projects would impact maintenance, budget ex-
isting users.

I-6-5: Comment noted. Implementation-level projesi$ undergo
a separate NEPA analysis and concerns will be adédeat
that time.

I-6-6: It is Reclamation's goal to provide a ranfeecreation ex-
periences from developed recreation areas to Bssdaped
recreation experiences. The Visitor Use Survey\&RDS
were conducted to document the current spectruavaifable
recreation uses and plan for future demand in th&t suitable
areas.
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