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May 3, 2013 
 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
 
Ms. Charlotte Gallock, EIT 
Westlands Water District 
PO Box 6056 
Fresno, CA 93705 
cgallock@westlandswater.org   
 
Re: Comments on the Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement/Environmental Impact Report for The 20-year Extension of 2005 Mendota 
Pool Exchange Agreements  
 
Dear Ms. Gallock, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the scope of the environmental 
documentation being prepared to support the 20-year extension of 2005 Mendota 
Pool Exchange Agreements. We understand the extension would allow for the 
continued exchange of up to 25,000 AF per year, subject to the constraints in existing 
Exchange Agreements as well as any mitigation that may arise from this 
environmental review process. 
 
Our primary concerns regarding the proposed project are related to potential impacts 
to the San Joaquin River Restoration Program (SJRRP).  The environmental review 
for the proposed action should include an analysis of the potential for groundwater 
pumping from wells near or adjacent to the San Joaquin River, particularly those 
located in Farmers Water District, to increase seepage from the River.  If pumping 
groundwater near the river induces greater levels of seepage losses from the river, 
Reclamation would be obligated under the terms of the SJRRP litigation settlement to 
acquire water from other sources and release it from Friant Dam to ensure that target 

flows at the downstream end of Reach 2 are achieved. 
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Stone Corral I.D. 
Tea Pot Dome W.D. 

Terra Bella I.D. 
Tulare I.D. 
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The environmental review for the proposed action should also include an analysis of whether or 
to what extent the quality or quantity of water pumped into the Mendota Pool and exchanged into 
storage in San Luis Reservoir (SLR) will impact the ability of Reclamation to recapture 
Restoration or Interim Flows at Mendota Pool and exchange the recaptured water into SLR using 
the same mechanism as is used to exchange the pumped groundwater into SLR storage. 

Finally, since Friant Division contractors pay certain costs for the delivery of substitute water 
supplies to the Exchange Contractors, it is our expectation that the proposed project will not in 
any way increase the costs or adversely affect the reliability of water delivered to the Exchange 
Contractors as substitute water supplies under the Exchange Contract.  We would expect that the 
environmental document will include analysis confirming that the project will not have any 
water supply or socioeconomic impacts related to the Exchange Contract. 

If you have any questions regarding these comments, please to not hesitate to contact Steve 
Ottemoeller at 559-562-6930 or sottemoeller@friantwater.org.  

Sincerely, 

 

Ronald D. Jacobsma 
General Manager 
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