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Edmund G. Brown Jr. 

Governor 

April 9, 2013 

ST AT E OF CA L ! F O R N l A

Governor's Office of Planning and Research 

State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit 

Notice of Preparation 

To: Reviewing Agencies 

Re: 20 Year Extension of the 2005 Mendota Pool Exchange Agreements 
SCH# 2013041028 

Ken iuex 
Director 

Attached for your review and comment is the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the 20 Year Extension of the 2005 
Mendota Pool Exchange Agreements draft Enviromnental Impact Report (EIR). 

Responsible agencies must transmit their comments on the scope and content of the NOP, focusing on specific 
information related to their own statutory responsibility, within 30 days ofreceipt of the NOP from the Lead 
Agency. This is a courtesy notice provided by the State Clearinghouse with a reminder for you to comment in a 
timely manner. We encourage other agencies to also respond to this notice and express their concerns early in the 
environmental review process. 

Please direct your comments to: 

Charlotte Gallock 
Westlands Water District 
3130 N. Fresno Street 
Fresno, CA 93703-6056 

with a copy to the State Clearinghouse in the Office of Planning and Research. Please refer to the SCH number 
noted above in all con-espondence concerning this project. 

If you have any questions about the enviromnental document review process, please call the State Clearinghouse at 
(916) 445-0613.

Sincerely, 

��7��;�:rga7"/ 
Director, State Clearinghouse 

Attachments 
cc: Lead Agency 

1400 TENTH STREET P.O. BOX 3044 SACRAJ\1ENTO, CALIFORNIA 95812-3044 
TEL (916) 445-0613 FA...X (916) 323-3018 www.opr.ca.gov 
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Harvey A. Bailey 
Chairman of the Board 

Nick Canata 
Vice Chairman 

Tom Runyon 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Ronald D. Jacobsma 
General Manager 

Jennifer T. Buckman 
General Counsel 

Member Agencies
 
Arvin-Edison W.S.D.
 

Delano-Earlimart I.D.
 
Exeter I.D.
 
Fresno I.D.
 

Ivanhoe I.D.
 
Kaweah Delta W.C.D.
 

Kern-Tulare W.D.
 
Lindmore I.D.
 

Lindsay-Strathmore I.D.
 
Lower Tule River I.D.
 

Madera I.D.
 
Orange Cove I.D.
 

Pixley I.D.
 
Porterville I.D.
 

Saucelito I.D.
 
Shafter-Wasco I.D.
 

Stone Corral I.D.
 
Tea Pot Dome W.D.
 

Terra Bella I.D.
 
Tulare I.D.
 

May 3, 2013 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Ms. Charlotte Gallock, EIT 
Westlands Water District 
PO Box 6056 
Fresno, CA 93705 
cgallock@westlandswater.org 

Re: Comments on the Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement/Environmental Impact Report for The 20-year Extension of 2005 Mendota 
Pool Exchange Agreements 

Dear Ms. Gallock, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the scope of the environmental 
documentation being prepared to support the 20-year extension of 2005 Mendota 
Pool Exchange Agreements. We understand the extension would allow for the 
continued exchange of up to 25,000 AF per year, subject to the constraints in existing 
Exchange Agreements as well as any mitigation that may arise from this 
environmental review process. 

Our primary concerns regarding the proposed project are related to potential impacts 
to the San Joaquin River Restoration Program (SJRRP).  The environmental review 
for the proposed action should include an analysis of the potential for groundwater 
pumping from wells near or adjacent to the San Joaquin River, particularly those 
located in Farmers Water District, to increase seepage from the River. If pumping 
groundwater near the river induces greater levels of seepage losses from the river, 
Reclamation would be obligated under the terms of the SJRRP litigation settlement to 
acquire water from other sources and release it from Friant Dam to ensure that target 

flows at the downstream end of Reach 2 are achieved. 
Main Office Sacramento Office 

854 N. Harvard Avenue 1107 9th Street, Suite 702 
Lindsay, CA 93247 Sacramento, CA 95814 

Phone: 559-562-6305 Phone: 916-346-4165 
Fax: 559-562-3496 Fax: 916-346-3429 

Website:  www.friantwater.org 

mailto:cgallock@westlandswater.org
http:www.friantwater.org


 
   
  

 
 

    
       
    
    
    
      
    

  
 

 
 

   
 
  

  

   
 

   
   

   
  

   
  

 

 

 
 

 

Ms. Charlotte Gallock 
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The environmental review for the proposed action should also include an analysis of whether or 
to what extent the quality or quantity of water pumped into the Mendota Pool and exchanged into 
storage in San Luis Reservoir (SLR) will impact the ability of Reclamation to recapture 
Restoration or Interim Flows at Mendota Pool and exchange the recaptured water into SLR using 
the same mechanism as is used to exchange the pumped groundwater into SLR storage. 

Finally, since Friant Division contractors pay certain costs for the delivery of substitute water 
supplies to the Exchange Contractors, it is our expectation that the proposed project will not in 
any way increase the costs or adversely affect the reliability of water delivered to the Exchange 
Contractors as substitute water supplies under the Exchange Contract. We would expect that the 
environmental document will include analysis confirming that the project will not have any 
water supply or socioeconomic impacts related to the Exchange Contract. 

If you have any questions regarding these comments, please to not hesitate to contact Steve 
Ottemoeller at 559-562-6930 or sottemoeller@friantwater.org. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald D. Jacobsma 
General Manager 

Main Office Sacramento Office 
854 N. Harvard Avenue 1107 9th Street, Suite 702 

Lindsay, CA 93247 Sacramento, CA 95814 

Phone: 559-562-6305 Phone: 916-346-4165
 
Fax: 559-562-3496 Fax: 916-346-3429
 

Website:  www.friantwater.org 

mailto:sottemoeller@friantwater.org
http:www.friantwater.org
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