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Mission Statements 

The Department of the Interior protects and manages the Nation's 
natural resources and cultural heritage; provides scientific and other 
information about those resources; and honors its trust 
responsibilities or special commitments to American Indians, 
Alaska Natives, and affiliated island communities. 

The mission of the Bureau of Reclamation is to manage, develop, 
and protect water and related resources in an environmentally and 
economically sound manner in the interest of the American public. 



Background 
This Environmental Assessment (EA) examines the environmental effects of the Department of 
the Interior Refuge Water Supply Program's (RWSP) acquisition ofup to 6,000 acre-feet (AF) of 
water from Santa Rita, LLC for the East Bear Creek Unit of the San Luis National Wildlife 
Refuge Complex (Refuge). The proposed acquisition is being undertaken pursuant to, and would 
be in full compliance with, Sections 3406(b)(3) and 3406(d)(2) of Title XXXIV of the Act of 
October 1992 (106 Stat. 4706) Central Valley Project Improvement Act (CVPIA), which 
authorizes new water supply contracts for fish and wildlife purposes. 

This Finding of No Significant Impact is supported by Reclamation's EA Number 17-13-MP, 
and is hereby attached and incorporated by reference. 

Alternatives Including Proposed Action 
No Action Alternative 
The No Action Alternative would consist of Reclamation not entering into an agreement with 
Santa Rita to fund the acquisition of Level 4 tertiary treated recycled water supplies to help meet 
Refuge demand. The delivery of water to the Refuge from Santa Rita for purposes defined in this 
EA would not occur. The portion of the water delivered as Level 2 would not be exchanged and 
would not provide CVP Project Supply water to other South of Delta (SOD) CVPIA refuges. 

Proposed Action 
The Proposed Action involves Reclamation entering into an agreement with Santa Rita to 
purchase tertiary treated recycled water (Acquired Water). Santa Rita would provide 
Reclamation up to 6,000 AF of tertiary treated recycled water to be delivered to the Refuge; the 
Acquired Water would leave the Gallo Point of Discharge into a natural channel where there is 
an existing pipe inlet and standpipe to Bear Creek. The Acquired Water will then blend with 
other instream flows (if existing) in Bear Creek, the combined waters would travel to the Refuge 
pump station, approximately 5 miles west. The original source of the Acquired Water comes 
from the City of Atwater's Bert Crane Treatment Facility. The term of the Agreement will be 
one year and delivery of water is expected to begin in fall 201 7. 

The Acquired Water would be metered at the discharge point on Gallo Farms to measure the 
volume of tertiary treated recycled water being discharged. A conveyance loss factor of 10% has 
been estimated based on a review of the type of channel flow, time of year and current condition 
of the channel. Water quality sampling of the Acquired Water will be conducted according to the 
attached monitoring plan (Appendix A) to provide representative concentrations of the tertiary 
treated recycled water quality being discharged to Bear Creek. 



The Acquired Water would be pumped onto Refuge land and used for the benefit of wildlife. 
Santa Rita will provide Reclamation up to 6,000 AF of Acquired Water for the Refuge. The 
Proposed Action would also provide up to 6,000 AF of CVP Project Supply water to be 
delivered as Incremental Level 4 water to SOD CVPIA refuges. 1 

Public Comment 
A comment letter dated August 29, 2017 (received by Reclamation on August 31, 2017) was 
received from California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). This letter presented 
comments and questions regarding the project description, surface water resources, water quality 
analysis, biological resources, and included a request to include an economic analysis. CDFW 
requested that a revised draft EA be prepared and recirculated. Reclamation considered every 
aspect of the comment letter in the decision to enter into an agreement with Santa Rita; below is 
a discussion of the substantive issues raised regarding the analysis and how it was used in 
Reclamation's decision ofwhether or not to enter into an agreement that would allow: ( 1) 
tertiary treated recycled water to be provided to the Refuge and (2) IL4 water to be provided to 
SOD CVPIA refuges. 

Scope of the Action and Surface Water Supplies 
The Acquired Water would be pumped onto Refuge land and be used for the benefit of wildlife. 
Santa Rita will provide Reclamation up to 6,000 AF of Acquired Water for the Refuge. The 
Proposed Action would also provide up to 6,000 AF of IL4 water to SOD CVPIA refuges. 1 It 
appears that CDFW's understanding of the current water management situation at the Refuge and 
how the exchange mechanics ofthe agreement work to help benefit other SOD Refuges is not fully 
understood. Historically, and up until recently, the Refuge has not been able to receive L2 water 
supplies from CVP Project Supply due to a lack of surface water conveyance facilities that can 
deliver CVP water to this Refuge. The water that that Refuge has typically received is water 
acquired via various agreements with water purveyors within the local watershed. The exchange 
allows for water that otherwise would not be delivered to the Refuge to get to it. The water 
exchanged for the tertiary treated recycled water delivered to the Refuge would be CVP water 
supplies directly provided to Santa Rita and to other SOD refuges. The other SOD refuges would 
not receive any tertiary treated recycled water. Only the Refuge would receive this tertiary treated 
recycled water. Furthermore, the Proposed Action does not impact the L2 allocation for any of the 
SOD refuges. 

1 No recycled water from this Proposed Action will be delivered to State refuges or the Grassland Resource 
Conservation District. The L2 water being exchanged for IL4 will come from CVP Project Supply. 
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