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Healer, Rain L

From: Williams, Scott A
Sent: Wednesday, July 18, 2012 9:22 AM
To: Healer, Rain L
Subject: EA-San Andreas and Staten Island Salinity Station Refurbishments (12-SCAO-027)

Project No. 12-SCAO-054 
EA-12-027 
 
Rain: 
 
The proposed undertaking for Reclamation to completely replace the two salinity stations (San Andreas and 
Staten Island Salinity Monitoring stations) with upgraded materials has no potential to cause effects to historic 
properties pursuant to the Section 106 implementing regulations at 36 CFR Part 800.3(a)(1). 
 
Reclamation proposes to replace the Station with better quality materials to withstand deterioration.  A private 
construction team hired by Reclamation would be brought in to demolish the current station and rebuild a new 
station.  The San Andreas Salinity Monitoring Station is located along the San Joaquin River in Sacramento 
County and the Staten Island Salinity Monitoring Station is located along the Mokelumne River in San Joaquin 
County. 
 
The existing San Andreas Salinity Station consists of seven 12-inch diameter wooden piles, a 50' long x 3' wide 
wooden walkway, and a 6'W x 6'L x 8'H wooden building.  The existing Staten Island Salinity Station consists 
of eight 12-inch diameter wooden piles, a 140' long x 3' wide wooden walkway, and a 6'W x 6'L x 8'H wooden 
building.  All supports and guard railing related to both structures would be removed.  The contractor would 
then reconstruct the stations with the centerline of the new facility following the existing facilities centerline 
and elevation, although the newly constructed Staten Island Salinity Station would be elevated 7.5' above the 
level of the current station. 
 
The new San Andreas Salinity Station would consist of the following: seven 12" diameter steel pilings, a new 
8'W x 10'L x 8'H prefabricated cargo container for the building (approximately 2,500 pounds), and a new 40'L x 
3'W aluminum walkway with guardrails (approximately 1,600 pounds). The new Staten Island Salinity Station 
would consist of the following: eight 12" diameter steel pilings, a new 8'W x 10'L x 8'H prefabricated cargo 
container for the building (approximately 2,500 pounds), and two new parallel 40'L x 3'W aluminum walkways 
with guardrails (approximately 1,600 pounds). Piles for each station would be driven to a minimum penetration 
of 10 feet into the bottom of the channel with varying depths depending on where the pile received proper 
pressure resistance for stability.  There would be no excavation or disturbance to the bottom of the channel. 
Construction materials that would be required to complete the reconstruction of the stations include steel piles, 
aluminum walkways, metal salinity building and concrete.  Equipment required for each station replacement 
would include a barge, barge crane, pile driver, truck crane, haul truck and pick-up trucks.  No explosives of 
any kind would be used on the jobsite.   
 
In February 1961, the SWRCB adopted Water Right Decision 990, which approved water rights for the CVP.  
This led to the development of water quality standards for the Delta with the adoption of agricultural salinity 
standards as terms and conditions of Water Right Decision 1275 in May 1967.  Ultimately, these and other 
decisions, led to the development of a series of 23 Salinity Monitoring Sites in the Delta which are operated and 
maintained by Reclamation.  The actual construction date for this structure is unclear; however, it can be 
assumed the San Andreas Salinity Monitoring Station was built post 1967 and less than 50 years old. The Staten 
Island Salinity Monitoring Station, originally built in 1985 and is also less than 50 years old. 
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This email memo is intended to convey the conclusion of the Section 106 process for this undertaking.  Please 
retain a copy of this memo with the administrative file.  Thank you for providing the opportunity to comment on 
this action. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Scott A. Williams, M.A. Archaeologist 
Bureau of Reclamation, Mid-Pacific Region 
2800 Cottage Way, MP-153 
Sacramento, CA 95825 
916-978-5042 
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