


 

 
 

 

Proposed Action 

Reclamation and/or its contractors will create an area suitable for  construction and vehicular  
traffic by leveling, stabilizing and adding road base, compacted to ASTM or Caltrans standards, 
to an existing turnout area located approximately  on Reclamation-owned property in Stony  
Gorge recreation area in Glenn County, CA.  The  site  is located along the west side of County  
Road 304, approximately 500 feet southeast  of the main entrance to Stony  Gorge recreation area 
(Figure 1).   The improved turnout, to be constructed in winter of 2016, will be used to support an 
automated  visitor fee pay station  and informational kiosk, as exemplified in Figure 2.  Western  
Area Power Authority will install a single power  pole with associated guide wire on the turn-out  
to provide power to the  automated fee  station  and supporting phone service, LED lighting and 
security cameras.  Power to the new pole will be supplied from an existing source.  The pay  
station will be used to  collect  user fees for overnight camping a nd use of  a future boat ramp, in 
the immediate and near future, respectively.  The fee collection is authorized by the Federal  
Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (Title VII, P.L. 108-477).  Photographs of the  location of the  
work are included as  Figure 3.  
 
Reclamation’s contractor shall clear and remove the organic material (grasses) on the ground 
surface. Once the project area is clear of the organic material, the road base will be placed and 
compacted to an approximately 2% grade.  There will be no subsurface grading.  It is anticipated 
that the equipment for this project will consist of a tractor with a box-scraper for the organic 
material, a dump truck to place the road base material, a drum roller for compaction, and 
potentially a water truck, if the road base moisture is not optimum.  A small flatbed truck with a 
crane will be used to place the kiosk. 

Exclusion Categories  

Bureau of Reclamation Categorical Exclusion – 516 DM 14.5, D  (1):  Maintenance,  
rehabilitation, and replacement of  existing  facilities  which  may involve a  minor  change  in  size,  
location, and/or operation. 

Extraordinary Circumstances  
Below is an evaluation of the extraordinary circumstances as required in 43 CFR 46.215. 
 
1.	  This action would have a significant  effect on the quality  No  ☒  Uncertain  ☐  Yes  ☐  

of the human environment (40 CFR 1502.3). 
 

2. 	 This action would have highly controversial environmental  No  ☒  Uncertain  ☐  Yes  ☐  
effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning  
alternative uses of available resources (NEPA Section 
102(2)(E)  and 43 CFR 46.215(c)).  
 

3. 	 This action would have significant impacts on public  No  ☒  Uncertain  ☐  Yes  ☐  
health or safety  (43 CFR  46.215(a)).  
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4.	  This action would have significant impacts on such natural  No  ☒  Uncertain  ☐  Yes  ☐  
resources and unique geographical  characteristics as  
historic or cultural resources; parks, recreation, and refuge 
lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national 
natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water  
aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (EO 11990);  flood 
plains (EO 11988); national monuments; migratory  birds;  
and other ecologically significant or critical areas  (43 CFR  
46.215 (b)).  
 

5. 	 This action would have highly uncertain and potentially  No  ☒  Uncertain  ☐  Yes  ☐  
significant  environmental effects or involve unique or  
unknown environmental  risks (43 CFR 46.215(d)).  
 

6. 	 This action would establish a precedent for future  action or  No  ☒  Uncertain  ☐  Yes  ☐  
represent a decision in principle about future  actions with 
potentially significant environmental effects  (43 CFR  
46.215 (e)).  
 

7. 	 This action would have a direct relationship to other  No  ☒  Uncertain  ☐  Yes  ☐  
actions with individually  insignificant but cumulatively  
significant  environmental effects (43 CFR 46.215 (f)).  
 

8. 	 This action would have significant impacts on properties  No  ☒  Uncertain  ☐  Yes  ☐  
listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of  
Historic Places as determined by Reclamation (LND 02­
01; and 43 CFR 46.215 (g)).  
 

9.	  This action would have significant impacts on species  No  ☒  Uncertain  ☐  Yes  ☐  
listed, or proposed to be listed, on the  List of Endangered 
or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts  on 
designated critical habitat for these species (43 CFR  
46.215 (h)).  
 

10.  This action would violate a Federal, Tribal, State,  or local No  ☒  Uncertain  ☐  Yes  ☐  
law or requirement imposed for protection of the  
environment (43 CFR 46.215 (i)).  
 

11.  This action would affect  ITAs (512 DM 2, Policy  No  ☒  Uncertain  ☐  Yes  ☐
  
Memorandum dated December 15, 1993).  
 

12.  This action would have a disproportionately high and No  ☒  Uncertain  ☐  Yes  ☐ 
 
adverse  effect on low income or minority populations (EO  
12898; and 43 CFR 46.215 (j)).  
 

13.  This action would limit access to, and ceremonial use of, No  ☒  Uncertain  ☐  Yes  ☐ 
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Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by  Indian religious
  
practitioners or significantly adversely affect the  physical 

integrity of such sacred sites (EO 13007; 43 CFR 46.215 

(k); and 512 DM 3).
  
 

14.  This action would contribute to the introduction, continued 	 No  ☒  Uncertain  ☐  Yes  ☐  
existence, or spread of noxious weeds or non-native 
invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that  
may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the  
range  of such species (Federal Noxious Weed Control Act;  
EO 13112; and 43 CFR 46.215 (l)).  
 
Regional Archeologist concurred  with  Item 8  (email attached).  
  
ITA Designee concurred  with  Item 11  (email attached).   

NEPA Action Recommended  
☒  CEC – This action is  covered by the exclusion category  and no extraordinary  circumstances  
exist. The action is excluded from further documentation in an EA or EIS.  
 
☐ Further  environmental review is required, and the following document should be prepared.  
 
 ☐  EA  
 ☐  EIS  

Environmental commitments, explanations, and/or remarks:  
Excavation and installation of the  facilities  would be completed within a short period so that  
interference with recreational activities and ingress and egress  from  various sites around Stony 
Gorge  Reservoir are minimized.   The areas of placement have been mowed  of any annual  
vegetation for fire suppression for many  years.   
 
Six  Federally-listed Threatened  or Endangered species are recognized by the US Fish and  
Wildlife Service as having the potential to inhabit  the project vicinity.  None of these listed  
species have Critical Habitat designated in the project  vicinity.  No Federally-listed species  
occurrences were reported in the California Natural Diversity  Database within a three-mile  
radius of the project site.    
 
The majority of the aforementioned, Federally-listed species, reported by  USFWS as having the  
potential to inhabit the project vicinity, are fully aquatic.  Exceptions include the Northern 
spotted owl and California red-legged frog.   The project is  located landside, above the high water  
mark in an area that is  not seasonally inundated.  It is therefore not  anticipated to have an  adverse 
impact on surface water  or aquatic species that utilize surface water  as habitat  or amphibious  
species, such  as the California red-legged frog, or  their habitats.  There will be no clear-cutting  
or change in contiguous forest cover  associated with the project.  Therefore, avian species, such  
as the Northern spotted owl, and their habitats, will not be affected by the  action.   
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Figure 1A. Vicinity  map.  
 

 
Figure 1B. Area map  with  location of the  proposed  fee station and informational kiosk. 

Figure 1. Site and Vicinity Maps 
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Figure 1, Cont. 

Figure 1C. Engineer’s drawing of grading plan. 
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Figure 1, Cont. 

Figure 1D. Proposed power pole in relation to existing power lines. 
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Figure 2. Representative photograph 

Fee station/informational kiosk style contemplated for placement at Stony Gorge 
recreation area in winter 2016 (representation only). 
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 View of site to northwest. 
 

 

  View of site to southwest. 
 

 

Figure 3. Site Photographs 
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Attachment 1.  Indian Trust Asset  Review    
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Attachment 2. Cultural Resource Concurrence (page 1 of 4) 
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Attachment 2, Cont. (page 2 of 4) 
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Attachment 2, Cont. (page 3 of 4) 
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Attachment 2, Cont. (page 4 of 4) 
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