
U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-156 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-157 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-158 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-159 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-160 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-161 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-162 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-163 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-164 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-165 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-166 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-167 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-168 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-169 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-170 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-171 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-172 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-173 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-174 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-175 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-176 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-177 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-178 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-179 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-180 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-181 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-182 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-183 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-184 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-185 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-186 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-187 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-188 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-189 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-190 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-191 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-192 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

Responses to Comments 

Greg Zlotnick—Santa Clara County Water District 

PH3-GZ1 

The commenter’s description of the project benefits and support for the project 
are noted. 

Dale Stocking—Chair, Sierra Club Lodi Chapter 

PH3 DS1 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

PH3-DS2 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline, and Master 
Response K, Staged Decision-Making Process. 

Doug Lovell—Chairman, Bay Delta Committee of the 
Northern California Council of the Federation of  
Fly Fishers 

PH3-DL1 

Please see response to Form Letter POST, in Chapter 8, “Form Letter 
Comments.” 

Mike McKenzie 

PH3-MM1 

The commenter’s opposition to the SDIP and increasing south-of-Delta exports is 
noted. 
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Ron Forbes—Delta Fly Fishers 

PH3-RF1 

Reclamation and DWR have committed to not moving forward with Stage 2 of 
the SDIP at this time.  Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the 
South Delta Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline, and 
Master Response K, Staged Decision-Making Process. 

Robert Mammon—Lower Sherman Island Duck Hunters 
Association and California Striped Bass Association, 
West Delta Chapter 

PH3-RM1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline, and Master Response 
K, Staged Decision-Making Process.  The commenter’s opposition to the SDIP 
and increasing south-of-Delta exports is noted. 

Roger Difate—Chapter Chairman, Discovery Bay 
Action Committee 

PH3-RD1 

The commenter’s opposition to the SDIP and increasing south-of-Delta exports is 
noted. 

Ken Fowler—Director, Lower Sherman Island Duck 
Hunters Association 

PH3-KF1 

Chapter 5 of the Draft EIS/EIR contains the conclusions of the water quality 
analysis for Stage 1 and Stage 2.  Under Stage 1, water quality would slightly 
decrease at Emmaton, Jersey Point, and Old River at SR4 (Table 5.3-1).  These 
changes were small and were not considered significant.  It should be noted that 
water quality measured at other south Delta locations would improve with the 
proposed gates in operation. 
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Mike Espinola—Bass Classics of Santa Clara Valley 

PH3-ME1 

The assessment of impacts on fish did not include an independent analysis for all 
fish species.  In general, the effects of the SDIP on other species such as black 
bass were assumed to be similar and are encompassed by the assessment for the 
selected species.  Impacts on black bass would be similar to those other species. 

PH3-ME2 

Reclamation and DWR have engaged in an extensive and open public 
involvement process, including public scoping meetings, public workshops 
updating the status of the SDIP, and public hearings on the EIS/EIR.  Notices of 
these meetings have been in local newspapers and on DWR’s website. 

PH3-ME3 

Section 5.5, Flood Control and Levee Stability, provides an assessment of the 
impacts resulting from constructing and operating the flow control gates.  The 
analysis concluded that Stage 1 or Stage 2 of the SDIP would not result in 
significant impacts on flood protection provided by south Delta levees. 

Paul Berry—President, Bass Classics of  
Santa Clara Valley 

PH3-PB1 

Please see response to comment PH3-ME2. 

Anthony Macaluso 

PH3-AM1 

The EIR evaluates the impacts of constructing and operating Stage 1 and Stage 2 
and SDIP.  Stage 1 would not affect the Sacramento River because no additional 
water would be exported.  Impacts on the Sacramento River resulting from 
increasing diversions to Clifton Court Forebay from 6,680 cfs to 8,500 cfs are 
addressed in the water supply, Delta hydrodynamics, water quality, and fish 
sections of the Draft EIS/EIR. 
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PH3-AM2 

Section 5.3, Water Quality, assesses the changes in water quality throughout the 
south Delta.  The assessment concluded that water quality at Emmaton and 
Jersey Point would, on average, be only slightly reduced. 

Mike Riehl—Black Bass Action Committee, Delta 
Foothill Region 

PH3-MR1 and PH3-MR2 

Please see response to comment PH3-ME2. 

Dave Hurley—Stockton Chapter, California Striped 
Bass Association 

PH3-DH1 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

PH3-DH2 

The commenter’s opposition to the SDIP and increasing south-of-Delta exports is 
noted. 

Sandy Delano 

PH3-SD1 

Reclamation and DWR have engaged in an extensive and open public 
involvement process, including public scoping meetings, public workshops 
updating the status of the SDIP, and public hearings on the EIS/EIR.  Public 
workshops after the Draft EIS/EIR was completed were held in Sacramento, 
Stockton, Oakland, Los Angeles, and Visalia.  Public hearings on the Draft 
EIS/EIR were held in Sacramento, Los Angeles, and Stockton.  Notices of these 
meetings have been provided in local newspapers and on DWR’s website. 
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PH3-SD2 

Section 7.2, Social and Economic Conditions, in the Draft EIS/EIR assesses 
construction-related and operation-related economic activity attributable to the 
SDIP. 

PH3-SD3 

DWR and Reclamation are requesting funding from the Federal Water and 
Related Resources and Bay-Delta funding accounts.  CALFED’s Conveyance 
Program Element provides funding sources for several conveyance-related 
project proposed for the Delta, including the SDIP. 

PH3-SD4 

The target date for completing construction of the four gates is April 2009. 

PH3-SD5 

Chapter 2, of the Draft EIS/EIR describes when the fish control gate and flow 
control gates will be operated.  The head of Old River fish control gate would be 
operated from April 1 to November 30.  The three flow control gates would be 
operated throughout the agricultural season and on an as-needed basis for the 
remainder of the year. 

Gary Ray Adams 

PH3-GA1 

The fish analysis in the SDIP EIS/EIR focused on assessing impacts of Stage 1 
and Stage 2 on Chinook salmon, steelhead, delta smelt, splittail, striped bass, and 
green sturgeon. 

PH3-GA2 

Chapter 10 of the Draft EIS/EIR assesses the environmental effects of 
constructing and operating SDIP in combination with other related and 
reasonably foreseeable projects.  These include the CALFED Storage Program, 
CALFED Conveyance Program, CALFED Drinking Water Quality Program, 
CALFED Ecosystem Restoration Program, other CVP/SWP related projects, and 
local projects. 
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Bob Strickland—President, United Anglers of California 

PH3-BS1 

Chapter 5 of the Draft EIS/EIR provides an assessment of the changes in water 
quality under Stage 1 and Stage 2.  As shown in Tables 5.3-1 and 5.3-3, water 
quality would generally improve in south Delta channels and at the CVP Tracy 
Pumping Plant.  Decreases in water quality at other sites would not be 
substantial. 

PH3-BS2 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

Bill Jennings—California Sportfishing Protection 
Alliance 

PH3-BJ1 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

PH3-BJ2 

Please see response to comment CSPA-11. 

PH3-BJ3 

Please see Master Response I, Reliability of CALSIM and DSM2 Models for 
Evaluation of Effects of the South Delta Improvements Program. 

PH3-BJ4 

Section 7.8, Public Health and Environmental Hazards, assesses effects on 
constructing the SDIP gates.  Operating the SDIP would not result in the 
discharge of toxic chemicals to the Delta. 
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PH3-BJ5 

Reclamation and DWR believe the mitigation in the SDIP EIS/EIR will reduce 
all significant impacts to a less-than-significant level. 

PH3-BJ6 

Reclamation and DWR have entered into formal consultation with USFWS, 
NMFS, and DFG regarding constructing and operating Stage 1.  Operation of 
Stage 2 is included under the OCAP BO. 

PH3-BJ7 

Please see response to CSPA-42 in Chapter 6, “Non-Governmental Organization 
Comments.” 

PH3-BJ8 

Please see response to comment TC-12 in Chapter 5, “Regional and Local 
Agency and Indian Tribe Comments.” 

Vince Wong—Zone 7 of Alameda County  

PH3-VW1 

The commenter’s description of the project benefits and support for the project 
are noted. 

Marcus Schroers 

PH3-MS1 

Please see response to Form Letter POST, in Chapter 8, “Form Letter 
Comments.”  The commenter’s opposition to the SDIP and comments on the 
environmental condition of the Delta are noted. 
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Michelle Espinola 

PH3-ME1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline, and Master 
Response K, Staged Decision-Making Process. 

Dan Mathisen 

PH3-DM1 

The SDIP Draft EIS/EIR discloses Stage 1 and Stage 2 impacts on fish, water 
quality, Delta hydrodynamics, and flood control.  DWR and Reclamation have 
committed to not moving forward with Stage 2 of the project until additional 
information regarding the Delta fish becomes available.  Please see Master 
Response B, Relationship between the South Delta Improvements Program and 
the Pelagic Organism Decline, and Master Response K, Staged Decision-Making 
Process. 

Barbara Barrigan-Parrilla—Planning and Conservation 
League 

PH3-BBP1 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR and Master Response J, Relationship between 
SDIP and the CALFED Record of Decision and EIS/EIR Programmatic 
Documents. 

PH3-BBP2 

The staged decision-making process for SDIP is described in Chapter 2 of the 
Draft EIS/EIR.  Please see Master Response K, Staged Decision-Making 
Process. 

PH3-BBP3 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 
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PH3-BB4 

The Draft EIS/EIR assesses operation of the gates for both Stage 1 and Stage 2 
for all resources addressed.  As an example, Table 5.3-1 shows changes in water 
quality for 2001 and 2020 conditions with the gates operating and diversions to 
Clifton Court Forebay of 6,680 cfs, and Table 5.3-3 shows changes in water 
quality for 2001 and 2020 conditions with gates operating and diversion to 
Clifton Court Forebay of 8,500 cfs. 

PH3-BB5 

Please see response to comment PH2-FSW1. 

PH3-BB6 

Please see Master Response F, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and Climate Change Effects. 

Dan Bacher 

PH3-DB1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline, and Master Response 
K, Staged Decision-Making Process.  The commenter’s opposition to the SDIP 
and comments on the environmental condition of the Delta are noted. 

Laura King Moon—State Water Contractors 

PH3-LKM1 

The commenter’s description of the project benefits and support for the project 
are noted. 

Fiona Hutton—California Water Future 

PH3-FH1 

The commenter’s description of the project benefits and support for the project 
are noted. 
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Ara Azhderian—San Luis and Delta Mendota  
Water Authority 

PH3-AA1 

The commenter’s description of the project benefits and support for the project 
are noted. 

Ron Robinson—Rivers End Marina 

PH3-RR1 

Section 6.1 of the SDIP EIS/EIR provides the results of the aquatic resources 
impact assessment.  The assessment included a detailed evaluation of Stage 1 and 
Stage 2 impacts on Chinook salmon, steelhead, coho salmon, delta smelt, 
splittail, striped bass, and green sturgeon.  

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline.  

PH3-RR2 

DWR staff met with Mr. Robinson in June to discuss concerns regarding impacts 
on Rivers End Marina operations.  

David Demtsey 

PH3-DD1 

The commenter’s opposition to the SDIP is noted. 

Hiram Sibley 

PH3-HS1 

The commenter’s opposition to the SDIP is noted. 
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David Delano 

PH3-DD1-1 

The commenter’s opposition to the SDIP is noted. 
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