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Chapter 9 
Public Hearings 

This section contains copies of the transcripts for public hearings held on the 
Draft EIS/EIR.  Table 9-1 lists the date and location of the hearings and their 
associated comment code.  Responses to comments are individually numbered in 
sequence, corresponding to the numbering assigned to comments in the 
transcript.  The responses are prepared in answer to the full text of the original 
comment. 

Table 9-1.  Public Meetings on the Draft EIS/EIR 

Code Date Location 

PH1 January 24, 2006 Sacramento, California 

PH2 January 25, 2006 Los Angeles, California 

PH3 January 26, 2006 Stockton, California 
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Responses to Comments 

Tom Stokely—Trinity County Planning Department 

PH1-TS1 

Please see Master Response C, Extension of the Comment Period on the South 
Delta Improvements Program Draft EIS/EIR. 

PH1-TS2 

Please see Master Response A, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Operations Criteria and Plan. 

PH1-TS3 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

PH1-TS4 

Please see Master Response N, Trinity River Operations. 

PH1-TS5 

Stage 2 of SDIP is expected to operate in accordance with the provisions of the 
COA. 

PH1-TS6 

Please see response to comment TC-12 and TC-13 in Chapter 5, “Regional and 
Local Agencies and Indian Tribe Comments.” 

PH1-TS7, PH1-TS8, PH1-TS9, and PH1-TS10 

Please see Master Response N, Trinity River Operations. 
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Cindy Kao—Santa Clara Valley Water District 

PH1-CK1 

The commenter’s description of the project benefits and support for the project 
are noted. 

PH1-CK2 

As noted in the comment, on average the water quality in Clifton Court Forebay 
will be slightly reduced.  However, it should also be noted that the water quality 
at CVP’s Tracy Pumping Plant will be beneficialt. 

PH1-CK3 

The commenter’s support for a phased decision-making process is noted.  Master 
Response K, Staged Decision-Making Process, describes this process. 

David Fullerton—Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California 

PH1-DF1 

The commenter’s description of the project benefits and support for the project 
are noted. 

PH1-DF2 

Please see Master Response K, Staged Decision-Making Process. 

Brent Walthall—Assistant General Manager, Kern 
County Water Agency 

PH1-BW1 

The commenter’s description of the project benefits and support for the project 
are noted. 
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PH1-BW2 

The SDIP Draft EIS/EIR includes mitigation to reduce project-related significant 
impacts to a less-than-significant level.  Only mitigation measures required to 
address significant impacts resulting from constructing and operating the gates 
and conveyance dredging will be adopted as part of Stage 1. 

PH1-BW3 

Please see Master Response J, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the CALFED Record of Decision and EIS/EIR 
Programmatic Documents. 

Laura King Moon—Assistant General Manager,  
State Water Contractors 

PH1-LKM1 

The commenter’s description of the project benefits and support for the project 
are noted. 

Tina Swanson—Bay Institute 

PH1-TS1 

Please see Master Response I, Reliability of CALSIM and DSM2 Models for 
Evaluation of Effects of the South Delta Improvements Program. 

PH1-TS2 

Please see Master Response F, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and Climate Change Effects. 

PH1-TS3 

Please see Master Response K, Staged Decision-Making Process. 
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PH1-TS4 

Please see response to comment CSPA-17 in Chapter 6, “Non-Governmental 
Organization Comments.” 

PH1-TS5 

Reclamation and DWR believe the best available data and assessment methods 
were used to prepare the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR.  Please see Master Response B, 
Relationship between the South Delta Improvements Program and the Pelagic 
Organism Decline. 

PH1-TS6 

Please see Master Response E, Reliance on Expanded Environmental Water 
Account Actions for Fish Entrainment Reduction. 

PH1-TS7 

The commenter’s request to withdraw the EIS/EIR is noted. 

Ara Azhderina—San Luis Delta Mendota Water 
Authority 

PH1-AA1 

The commenter’s description of the project benefits and support for the project 
are noted. 

PH1-AA2 

Please see Master Response K, Staged Decision-Making Process, and Master 
Response B, Relationship between the South Delta Improvements Program and 
the Pelagic Organism Decline. 
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Valene Nera—California Chamber of Commerce 

PH1-VN1 

The commenter’s description of the project benefits and support for the project 
are noted. 

David Nesmith—California Environmental Water 
Caucus 

PH1-DN1 

Please see Master Response K, Staged Decision-Making Process, and Master 
Response B, Relationship between the South Delta Improvements Program and 
the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

Carla Nemeth—Zone 7 Water Agency 

PH1-CN1 

The commenter’s description of the project benefits and support for the project 
are noted. 

Matt Vandersluis—Planning and Conservation League 

PH1-MV1 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

PH1-MV2 

The impacts of operating the fish control gate and the three flow control gates 
were evaluated in the Draft EIS/EIR for both Stage 1 (6,680 cfs) and Stage 2 
(8,500 cfs). 

PH1-MV3 

DWR and Reclamation have prepared an Action Specific Implementation Plan in 
coordination with NMFS, USFWS, and DFG for SDIP Stage 1 actions.  The 
SDIP is not addressing permits for existing SWP operations. 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Public Hearings

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
9-37 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

PH1-MV4 

Chapter 5 of the Draft EIS/EIR provides an assessment of the changes in water 
quality under Stage 1.  As shown in Table 5.3-1, water quality would generally 
improve in south Delta channels and at the CVP Tracy Pumping Plant.  
Decreases in water quality at other sites would not be substantial. 

PH1-MV5 

Please see Master Response F, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and Climate Change Effects. 

Steve Evens—Friends of the River 

PH1-SE1 

South-of-Delta exports would not increase under Stage 1 of SDIP.  As described 
and analyzed in the Draft EIS/EIR, CVP exports under Stage 2 would increase on 
average approximately 106,000 acre-feet annually and SWP exports would 
increase approximately 85,000 acre-feet annually. 

Please see Master Response L, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the California Water Plan Update 2005. 

PH1-SE2 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

PH1-SE3 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline, and Master Response 
K, Staged Decision-Making Process. 

Gary Adams—California Striped Bass Association 

PH1-GA1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline, and Master Response 
K, Staged Decision-Making Process. 
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Mark Rockwell—Northern California Counsel 
Federation of Fly Fishers 

PH1-MR1 

Construction and operation of Stage 1 of the South Delta Improvements Program 
will be in compliance with the provisions of the ESA and CESA.  Reclamation 
and DWR have entered into formal consultation with NMFS, USFWS, and DFG 
for SDIP Stage 1 actions.  Reclamation and DWR will also address ESA and 
CESA compliance during the time environmental compliance document is being 
updated for Stage 2. 

PH1-MR2 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline, and Master 
Response K, Staged Decision-Making Process. 

PH1-MR3 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

Mark Franco—Winnemen Wintu Tribe 

PH1-MF1 

The commenter’s opposition to moving forward with the SDIP is noted. 

Zeke Grader—Pacific Coast Federation of Fisherman’s 
Associations 

PH1-ZG1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline, and Master 
Response K, Staged Decision-Making Process. 
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Caleen Sisk-Franco—Winnemen Wintu Tribe 

PH1-CSF1 

The commenter’s opposition to moving forward with the SDIP is noted. 

Julie Buckner—California’s Water Future 

PH1-JB1 

The commenter’s support for the project is noted. 
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