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Responses to Comments 

3-NL-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

3-DM-1, 3-EM-1, 3-TK1-1, and 3-GD-1 

The SDIP is intended to balance the needs of the environment with the needs of 
the water users south of the Delta.  Impacts identified as potentially significant 
will be mitigated to a less than significant level to ensure minimal effects on the 
environment. 

3-SO-1, 3-LD-1, 3-JW-1, 3-DW-1, 3-GS1-1, 3-LP1-1, 3-SL2-1, 
3-DB4-1, 3-PS2-1, 3-MB-1, and 3-BRG-1 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including wildlife, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant. 

3-PR1-1 

The SDIP does not change the zone in which salt water encroaches on the Delta. 

3-BW1-1, 3-MW-1 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

3-MW-2 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including wildlife, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant. 
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3-BW2-1, 3-TH-2, 3-BF-1, 3-LEF-1, 3-CM-1, and 3-MM-1 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

3-TH-1, 3-TA1-1, 3-JB-1, and 3-PR2-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

3-PJ2-1 

  Chapter 5.3 of the SDIP EIS/EIR provides the results of 
the water quality impact assessment for both SDIP Stage 
1 and Stage 2.  As summarized in Tables 5.3-1 and 5.3-3, 
on average salinity would be reduced in the interior south 
Delta and slightly increase at Emmaton and Jersey Point.  
This small change in salinity would not significantly affect 
the quality of water diverted from the Delta. 3-PJ2-2 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

3-DLS-1 

The SDIP Draft EIS/EIR includes an evaluation of the effects SDIP would have 
on levee stability and sedimentation.  The analysis concludes that there would be 
a less than significant impacts on levee stability. 

3-PS1-1 

The SDIP is intended to improve water quality in the south Delta and it does not 
change the Delta outflow during periods when it is lowest (September–October).  
Additionally, the SDIP does not change the zone in which salt water encroaches 
on the Delta. 

3-BS-1 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 
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3-BS-2 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including fish, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant.  Additionally, DWR and Reclamation have 
committed to a Stage 2 evaluation as explained in Master Response B, 
Relationship between the South Delta Improvements Program and the Pelagic 
Organism Decline. 

3-MR-1 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

3-MR-2 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including wildlife, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant. 

3-MK-1 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including wildlife, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant. 

3-MK-2 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 
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3-TK2-1, 3-CL-1, 3-TA2-1, 3-BD-1 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including fish, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant.  Additionally, DWR and Reclamation have 
committed to a Stage 2 evaluation as explained in Master Response B, 
Relationship between the South Delta Improvements Program and the Pelagic 
Organism Decline. 

3-CL-2 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

3-DB3-1 

The SDIP would not change the decisions made in the Trinity ROD that protect 
the needed fresh water flows and temperatures for fish on the Trinity River. 

3-DB3-2 

 Section 6.1 of the SDIP EIS/EIR provides an assessment 
of Trinity River aquatic resources.  The focus of this 
assessment was on coho salmon because the impacts on 
coho salmon were also representative of the potential 
impacts on Chinook salmon as well as steelhead. 3-CB-1 

The actual increase in diversions that is expected to occur is 3-5% depending on 
the operational scenario.  (See Section 5.1, Water Supply of the SDIP Draft 
EIS/EIR.) 

3-LE-1 

The SDIP is intended to balance the needs of the environment with the needs of 
the water users south of the Delta.  Impacts identified as potentially significant 
will be mitigated to a less than significant level to ensure minimal effects on the 
environment. 
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3-LE-2 and 3-LE-3 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

3-JG-1 

The purpose and need of the SDIP is described in Chapter 1 of the SDIP Draft 
EIS/EIR and in Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

3-JC-1, 3-DN-1, 3-PP-1 

The SDIP Draft EIS/EIR represents a full-faith effort to disclose the effects of the 
SDIP actions to ensure that decision-makers, including DWR and Reclamation, 
have the best available information on which to base a decision.  As described 
further in the Master Response-Relationship of SDIP to the POD, DWR and 
Reclamation have committed to another CEQA/NEPA compliance document that 
will include any new information gathered during the POD investigations, prior 
to making a decision on increasing diversions. 

3-JP-1 

The SDIP does not include any development in the Delta except for the control 
gates and appurtenant structures. 

3-GK-1 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including fish, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant.  Additionally, DWR and Reclamation have 
committed to a Stage 2 evaluation as explained in Master Response B, 
Relationship between the South Delta Improvements Program and the Pelagic 
Organism Decline. 

3-GK-2 and 3-GK-3 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 
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3-JH-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

3-JH-2 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

3-BU-1 

DWR and Reclamation held five public workshops, one each in Sacramento, 
Stockton, Oakland, Visalia, and Los Angeles.  These workshops provided 
opportunities for questions about the project as well as submittal of comments.  
Reclamation held three hearings, one each in Sacramento, Stockton, and Los 
Angeles where oral comments were accepted.  Additionally, DWR and 
Reclamation provided a 90-day public review period to solicit comments on the 
SDIP Draft EIS/EIR. 

3-AN2-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

3-AN2-2 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including fish, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant.  Additionally, DWR and Reclamation have 
committed to a Stage 2 evaluation as explained in Master Response B, 
Relationship between the South Delta Improvements Program and the Pelagic 
Organism Decline. 

3-AN2-3 

The SDIP is intended to balance the needs of the environment with the needs of 
the water users south of the Delta.  Impacts identified as potentially significant 
will be mitigated to a less than significant level to ensure minimal effects on the 
environment. 
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3-AN2-4 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including wildlife, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant. 

3-JB-1 and 3-JB-2 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

3-ES-1, 3-AU-1, and 3-LT2-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

3-ES-2 

Please see Master Response L, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the California Water Plan Update 2005. 

3-ES-3, 3-AU-2, and 3-LT2-2 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

3-MD-1 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including wildlife, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant. 

3-MD-2 

The SDIP does not change the zone in which salt water encroaches on the Delta. 
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3-BM3-1 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including wildlife, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant. 

3-BM3-2 

The SDIP does not change the zone in which salt water encroaches on the Delta. 

3-PL-1 

Please see Master Response L, Relationship between the 
South Delta Improvements Program and the California 
Water Plan Update 2005 3-JN-1 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including fish, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant.  Additionally, DWR and Reclamation have 
committed to a Stage 2 evaluation as explained in Master Response B, 
Relationship between the South Delta Improvements Program and the Pelagic 
Organism Decline.. 

3-JN-2 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

3-JN-3 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including wildlife, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant. 
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3-RV-1 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

3-RV-2 

The SDIP is intended to improve water quality in the south Delta and it does not 
change the Delta outflow during periods when it is lowest (September–October).  
Additionally, the SDIP does not change the zone in which salt water encroaches 
on the Delta. 

3-LP2-1 and 3-RP-1 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

3-MAK-1 

Section 5.1 of the SDIP EIS/EIR and accompanying appendicies provide the 
results of the assessment of changes in water supply as a result of operating SDIP 
Stage 2.  The hydrologic assessment included estimating changes in storage at 
Trinity, Shasta, Oroville, and Folsom reservoirs and changes in flows in the 
Trinity, Sacramento, Feather, and American Rivers.  The analysis concluded that 
changes in storage and river flows would not be substantial and that 
environmental impacts would be less than significant.  The analysis also included 
an assessment of impacts on Delta resources in the event of some future level of 
water transfers.  The analysis did not include an assessment of the upstream 
impacts because the place of origin for these transfers is not known.  Additional 
environmental compliance would be required to disclose these impacts before 
transfers could occur.   



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Form Letter Comments

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
8-144 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

Modified Form Letters 4 
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Responses to Comments 

4-KF-1 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 
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Modified Form Letters 5 
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Responses to Comments 

5-AA-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

5-AA-2 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 
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Modified Form Letters 7 
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Responses to Comments 

7-SD-1, and 7-LS-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

7-KLA-1, 7-CF2-1, 7-CH-1, 7-RW-1, 7-AC-1, 7-KM2-1, and 
7-LN-1 

The SDIP is intended to balance the needs of the environment with the needs of 
the water users south of the Delta.  Impacts identified as potentially significant 
will be mitigated to a less than significant level to ensure minimal effects on the 
environment. 

7-AC-2, 7-PE-1, 7-MS1-1, and 7-OH-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline and Master Response 
K, Staged Decision Making Process. 

7-WD-1, 7-CF1-1, 7-KW-1, 7-RH-1, 7-JK-1, 7-DK-1, 7-CW-1, 
and 7-MS2-1 

The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including wildlife, are fully 
described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes impact 
assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a significant 
effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant. 

7-LF-1, 7-WT-1, 7-MS1-2, 7-GS2-1, 7-KS-1, 7-BR-1, 7-LR-1, 
7-OH-2, 7-RDH-1, 7-SL1-1, 7-JM-1, 7-PM1-1, 7-KG-1, 
7-AT-1, and 7-LT1-1 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 
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7-AHF-1 

DWR and Reclamation have included several agencies as well as the public in 
the development of SDIP and alternatives that are intended to improve the 
environment, water quality, and water delivery. 

7-PJ1-1 

DWR Reclamation held several public meetings before and after the release of 
the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR.  Additionally, the DWR SDIP website contains 
information about the project, including a description of the project purpose. 

7-PR3-1 

The SDIP does not change the zone in which salt water encroaches on the Delta. 

7-ML2-1 

Reclamation and DWR note your comments regarding controlling population 
growth.  

7-DSL-1 

The SDIP is intended to improve water quality in the south Delta and it does not 
change the Delta outflow during periods when it is lowest (September–October).  
Additionally, the SDIP does not change the zone in which salt water encroaches 
on the Delta.  The effects of the SDIP on biological resources, including wildlife, 
are fully described in the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR in Chapter 6, which includes 
impact assessment for fish, vegetation and wetlands, and wildlife.  Where a 
significant effect is found to result from implementation of the SDIP, DWR and 
Reclamation will implement mitigation measure(s) to ensure that the overall 
impact is less than significant. 

7-BM1-1 

The SDIP does not result in changes in mercury available for fish intake and 
would therefore not result in any increased risk to urban poor who rely on the 
fish. 
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7-KM1-1 

The actions included in SDIP do not include decisions on how water south of the 
Delta is used. 

7-BM2-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

7-BM2-2 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

7-JJ-1 

The actual increase in diversions that is expected to occur is 3–5% depending on 
the operational scenario.  (See Section 5.1, Water Supply.)  Regarding the effects 
that this incremental increase in diversions may cause, see Master Response-
Relationship of SDIP to the POD. 

7-JJ-2 

Please see Master Response D, Developing and Screening Alternatives 
Considered in the Draft EIS/EIR. 

7-PL-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

7-JPM-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline and Master Response 
K, Staged Decision Making Process 
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7-JPM-2 

The SDIP is intended to balance the needs of the environment with the needs of 
the water users south of the Delta.  Impacts identified as potentially significant 
will be mitigated to a less than significant level to ensure minimal effects on the 
environment. 

7-PMV-1 and 7-PJ2-1 

The SDIP is intended to improve water quality in the south Delta and it does not 
change the Delta outflow during periods when it is lowest (September–October).  
Additionally, the SDIP does not change the zone in which salt water encroaches 
on the Delta. 

7-JW-1 

Dredging proposed for the SDIP is intended to address three separate issues: gate 
construction, agricultural diversions, and conveyance for water and fish.  The 
reason for this dredging and a description of how it will be implemented is 
provided in Chapter 2 of the SDIP Draft EIS/EIR. 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Form Letter Comments

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
8-199 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

Modified Form Letters 8 

 



U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, 
and the California Department of Water Resources 

 Form Letter Comments

 

 
South Delta Improvements Program 
Final Environmental Impact Statement/ 
Environmental Impact Report 

 
8-200 

December 2006

J&S 02053.02

 

Responses to Comments 

8-JP-1 

Please see Master Response B, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the Pelagic Organism Decline. 

8-JP-2 

Please see Master Response L, Relationship between the South Delta 
Improvements Program and the California Water Plan Update 2005. 
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Responses to Comments 

11-SDM-1 

Opening the San Luis Drain is not an element of the SDIP. 
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