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Background 
 
The North Kern Water Storage District (North Kern) is proposing to construct 2.5 miles of 

underground pipeline in order to provide up to 500,000 barrels per day of water developed from 

the North Kern representative’s Kern Front oil field to their Rosedale spreading ponds (see 

Figure 1).  Water developed from this project would be used for irrigation and groundwater 

recharge within North Kern.  As the project would require crossing the Friant-Kern Canal, North 

Kern has requested authorization to install, operate, and maintain an elevated crossing within 

Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) rights-of-way.  

 

As shown in Figure 1, the proposed project area is agricultural.  The proposed pipeline route is 

located within existing agricultural access roads that are principally flat, open, and devoid of 

vegetation.  

 

 
Figure 1. Proposed Action Area. 
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Nature of the Action 
 

Reclamation proposes to issue a land use authorization to North Kern for construction, operation, 

and maintenance of a 100 foot section of the proposed 24-inch diameter water pipeline that 

would cross over the Friant-Kern Canal at approximate milepost 144.4 within a 30 foot easement 

(Figure 2).  Prior to reaching the Friant-Kern Canal, produced water will be treated through a 

filtering process to remove oil, grease, and inorganic sediment.  Additionally, accessory 

infrastructure such as flowmeters, monitoring stations, and sample ports will be constructed at 

various points along the pipeline prior to reaching the Friant-Kern Canal to enable monitoring of 

water quantity and quality. 

 

 
Figure 2. Draft of Proposed Pipe over Friant Kern Canal. 
  

Construction within Reclamation’s right-of-way will last approximately 60 days.  Construction 

requires a temporary 60 foot disturbance easement.  Equipment to be used includes an excavator, 

backhoe, hydro-crane, motorgrader, water truck, and possibly a loader or a dozer.  The project 

will incorporate the agreed upon applicable best management practices during construction 

addressing hazardous materials management, water quality management, and transportation and 

traffic concerning any dangerous conditions. 

 

Environmental Commitments 
North Kern shall implement the following environmental protection measures to avoid and/or 

reduce environmental consequences associated with the Proposed Action: 
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 Prior to conveying in North Kern’s pipeline they or their representatives will treat the 

produced water in accordance to water discharge requirements issued by the Regional 

Water Quality Control Board. 

 

 North Kern or their representatives will operate monitoring stations to measure water 

quantity and quality prior to discharging into North Kern’s pipeline.   

 

 North Kern will install flowmeters and sample ports along the portion of the pipeline 

before the crossing of the Friant-Kern Canal to monitor water quality. 

 

 North Kern or their representatives will maintain a monitoring station ensuring water 

quality standards are met before produced water enters the pipeline.  

 

 Relevant measures (those not involving any take) from Service (2011) would be 

implemented for the San Joaquin kit fox. 

 Relevant measures (e.g. appropriate for season, etc.) from CDFG (2012) would be 

implemented for the Western Burrowing Owl. 

 To prevent any take of swallows, work would occur outside of the nesting season (the 

nesting season is considered to be from February 15 to September 1), unless a biologist 

has verified that there are no nesting swallows, in which case this restriction would not 

apply. 

Environmental consequences for resource areas assume the measures specified would be fully 

implemented. 

 

Exclusion Category 
 

516 DM 14.5 paragraph D (10):  Issuance of permits, licenses, easements, and crossing 

agreements which provide right-of-way over Bureau lands where the action does not allow for or 

lead to a major public or private action. 
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Evaluation of Criteria for Categorical Exclusion 

 
1. This action would have a significant effect on the quality of 

the human environment (40 CFR 1502.3). 

 

No 

 

Uncertain 
 

Yes 

 

2. This action would have highly controversial environmental 

effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning alternative 

uses of available resources (NEPA Section 102(2)(E) and  

43 CFR 46.215(c)). 

 

No 

 

Uncertain 
 

Yes 

 

3. This action would have significant impacts on public health 

or safety (43 CFR 46.215(a)). 

 

No 

 

Uncertain 
 

Yes 

 

4. This action would have significant impacts on such natural 

resources and unique geographical characteristics as historic 

or cultural resources; parks, recreation, and refuge lands; 

wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural 

landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifers; prime 

farmlands; wetlands (EO 11990); flood plains (EO 11988); 

national monuments; migratory birds; and other ecologically 

significant or critical areas (43 CFR 46.215 (b)). 

 

No 

 

Uncertain 
 

Yes 

 

5. This action would have highly uncertain and potentially 

significant environmental effects or involve unique or 

unknown environmental risks (43 CFR 46.215(d)). 

 

No 

 

Uncertain 
 

Yes 

 

6. This action would establish a precedent for future action or 

represent a decision in principle about future actions with 

potentially significant environmental effects  

(43 CFR 46.215 (e)). 

 

No 

 

Uncertain 
 

Yes 

 

7. This action would have a direct relationship to other actions 

with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant 

environmental effects (43 CFR 46.215 (f)). 

 

No 

 

Uncertain 
 

Yes 

 

8. This action would have significant impacts on properties 

listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of 

Historic Places as determined by Reclamation (LND 02-01) 

(43 CFR 46.215 (g)). 

 

No 

 

Uncertain 
 

Yes 

 

9. This action would have significant impacts on species listed, 

or proposed to be listed, on the List of Endangered or 

Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on 

designated critical habitat for these species  

(43 CFR 46.215 (h)). 

 

No 

 

Uncertain 
 

Yes 

 
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10. This action would violate a Federal, tribal, State, or local law 

or requirement imposed for protection of the environment  

(43 CFR 46.215 (i)). 

 

No 

 

Uncertain 
 

Yes 

 

11. This action would affect ITAs (512 DM 2, Policy 

Memorandum dated December 15, 1993). 

 

No 

 

Uncertain 
 

Yes 

 

12. This action would have a disproportionately high and adverse 

effect on low income or minority populations (EO 12898) 

(43 CFR 46.215 (j)). 

 

No 

 

Uncertain 
 

Yes 

 

13. This action would limit access to, and ceremonial use of, 

Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian religious 

practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical 

integrity of such sacred sites (EO 13007, 43 CFR 46.215 (k), 

and 512 DM 3)). 

 

No 

 

Uncertain 
 

Yes 

 

14. This action would contribute to the introduction, continued 

existence, or spread of noxious weeds or non-native invasive 

species known to occur in the area or actions that may 

promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range 

of such species (Federal Noxious Weed Control Act,  

EO 13112, and 43 CFR 46.215 (l)). 

 

No 

 

Uncertain 
 

Yes 

 

NEPA Action:  Categorical Exclusion 
The Proposed Action is covered by the exclusion category and no extraordinary circumstances 

exist.  The Action is excluded from further documentation in an EA or EIS. 
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CULTURAL RESOURCES COMPLIANCE 
Division of Environmental Affairs 

Cultural Resources Branch (MP-153) 
 

MP-153 Tracking Number: 15-SCAO-245  

Project Name: North Kern Water Storage District (North Kern) Drought Relief Pipeline Project, 

Kern County, California (15-SCAO-245)  

NEPA Contact: Shauna McDonald, Natural Resource Specialist 

MP 153 Cultural Resources Reviewer: Lex Palmer, Historian 

Date:  December 3, 2015 

The Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) proposes to issue a land use authorization to North 

Kern to install, operate, and maintain a water pipeline that will cross the Reclamation right-of-

way within the Friant-Kern Canal in Kern County.  This action constitutes an undertaking with 

the potential to cause effects to historic properties, assuming such properties are present, 

requiring compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) as 

amended.   

Based on historic properties identification efforts conducted by Johnston & Associates (Johnston, 

2015), Reclamation consulted with, and received concurrence from, the State Historic 

Preservation Officer (SHPO) on a finding of no adverse effect to historic properties pursuant to 

36 CFR §800.5(c)(1).  Consultation correspondence between Reclamation and the SHPO has 

been provided with this cultural resources compliance document for inclusion in the 

administrative record for this action.  

This document serves as notification that Section 106 compliance has been completed for this 

undertaking.  Please note that if project activities subsequently change, additional NHPA Section 

106 review, including further consultation with the SHPO, may be required. 

 

Attachments:  

Letter: Reclamation to SHPO dated November 4, 2015 

Letter: SHPO to Reclamation dated November 30, 2015 
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