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Environmental Impact Statement
 

Public Scoping Meetings
 

Presented by Paul Zedonis
 
Supervisory Natural Resource Specialist 

Bureau of Reclamation, Northern California Area Office 
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Long-Term Plan for Protecting Late Summer Adult Salmon 

in the Lower Klamath River
 

Environmental Impact Statement
 
Public Scoping Meetings
 

August 5, 2015 August 6, 2015 August 11, 2015 August 12, 2015
 
Arcata, CA Weaverville, CA Klamath Falls, OR Sacramento, CA
 

Scoping Meetings will be held from 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. a short presentation will be provided 
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About Today’s Meeting
 

• Welcome and Introduction 

• Registration and Open House 

• Meeting Room Logistics 

• Non-interactive presentation will be provided at 6 pm
 

• Open House Stations 

• Ground Rules 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Reclamation E-21



    
 

    
 

 
 

  
    

  
 

Today’s Meeting is to obtain public input
 
on the Environmental Impact Statement 


Long-Term Plan
 

Not to be confused with the Environmental
 
Assessment Comment period, which closes this
 

Friday (August 7).
 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Reclamation E-22



    
 

 
   

  
    

  
 

  

Meeting Objectives
 

• Solicit early input from the public to help determine 
the scope and significant issues for the environmental 
review for the Long Term Plan to Protect Adult 
Salmon in the Lower Klamath River; and 

• Convey how you can be informed and involved in the 
environmental review process 
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The National Environmental Policy Act: 
Environmental Review Process / Timelines 

Begin Environmental
Impact Statement

(EIS) 
Notice of Intent 

Public/Agency
Scoping 

(Aug 2015) 

Publish Draft EIS 
Public Hearings 

(Spring 2016) 
Comment 

Period 
Review/Incorporate 
Public Comments Publish Final EIS 

30 Day 
Waiting Period 

Issue Record 
of Decision 

(Summer 2016) 

Implementation
Action 

Monitor/Mitigate
as Appropriate 

Comment 
Period 
(closes
Aug.20) 

Review/Incorporate 
Public Comments 
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Background
 

•	 Klamath River Basin support populations of Chinook 
salmon, Coho salmon, and steelhead 

•	 2002 Unprecedented die-off of adult salmon 

•	 Supplemental flow actions: 2003, 2004, 2012, 2013, 
2014, (2015). 

•	 2015 Draft Long Term Plan for Protection of Adult 
Salmon in the Lower Klamath River released 

•	 Environmental review (Environmental Impact 
Statement) on Long Term Plan 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Reclamation E-25



    
 

 

    
   

   
  

 
 

   
   

 
 

Proposed Action
 

The proposed action is to increase lower Klamath River 
flows to reduce the likelihood, and potentially reduce the 
severity, of any fish die-off in future years due to 
crowded holding conditions for pre-spawn adults, warm 
water temperatures, and presence of disease 
pathogens. 

The purpose of the proposed Federal action is to 
reduce the likelihood of an Ich epizootic event that could 
lead to an associated fish die-off in future years. 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Reclamation E-26
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Anticipated Resource Areas for Impact Analysis:
 

• Water Resources (hydrology) 

• Fish (and Wildlife) Resources 

• Indian Trust Assets 

• Environmental Justice 

• Socioeconomics 

• Cumulative Impacts (no poster) 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Reclamation E-28



 
  

   
 

 
    

  
 

  
  

 
   

  
 

Hydrology
 
Klamath River Basin
 

•	 Klamath River Basin: 

•	 Regulated water sources 
•	 Iron Gate Dam on Klamath 

River 
•	 Lewiston Dam on Trinity River 

•	 Unregulated water sources
 
(tributaries)
 

•	 Combined = flow in the lower 
Klamath River 

•	 In 2014, approximately 16,000 acre-feet of 
water was released from Iron Gate Dam in 
the early fall to help improve river habitat 
for infected adult salmon. 
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Hydrology
 
Trinity River Basin
 

•	 Trinity Reservoir is a primary water storage 
facility of the Central Valley Project. 

•	 Water released from Trinity Reservoir flows 
to Lewiston Reservoir 

•	 From Lewiston Reservoir, water can be 
diverted to the Sacramento River Basin via 
the Clear Creek Tunnel, or pass through 
Lewiston Dam to the Trinity River. 

•	 Releases from deep portions of the reservoir 
ensure release of cold water throughout the 
year. 

•	 Trinity Reservoir has been the primary water 
source for past supplemental flow actions for 
the lower Klamath River. 
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Hydrology
 
Central Valley
 

•	 From Clear Creek 
Tunnel, Trinity Reservoir 
water is routed to the 
Sacramento River Basin 

•	 Here, Trinity Reservoir 
water  supports some of 
the environmental, 
irrigation, and municipal 
and industrial needs of 
the Sacramento River 
Valley extending through 
the Sacramento – San 
Joaquin Delta 
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Anadromous Fish 

Life Cycle
 

Born in fresh water, an 
anadromous fish spends most 
of its life in the sea and returns 
to fresh water to spawn 
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Adult Migration and Holding 

in the Klamath River Basin – Trinity River
 

* 

* Coho salmon is a federally listed threatened species.
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•	 Winter-run salmon is a federally listed endangered species 
•	 Spring Chinook Salmon are  threatened 
•	 Other sensitive fish species are present too (Green Sturgeon, Steelhead, and 

Delta smelt. 
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2002 Die-off 

•	 33,000 Chinook salmon, 630 
steelhead, and 345 Coho salmon 
perished in late September. 

•	 Flow in the lower Klamath River 
August 2002, flows in the lower 
Klamath River were approximately 
2,500 cubic feet per second (cfs), 
decreasing to approximately 2,000 
cfs by September 
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