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Memorandum
GE Chict, Resouree Managonment Divisian, Soutt Cenlzal Area Ofce, LLS. Burean of
Heclamatio:

,{iu_dm‘r" - (Wi R

From: : Q:‘."-"Ecl:! Snpervisar, Sacramento Fish and Wildlile QMice, Suciamenta, Califomia

Suliject: [ntesirn Water Coutracl Naonewal Bae the Persed March 1, 2006 thrgugh
Febrpary 349, 2008

This decument transmits the Fish and Wildlite Service's (Semvies) hiolegical npinion based on our
revicw of the proposal to 1ssue 18 Interim Retewin CoiTActs for Up [0 LW oOnsesiees one year
perods, commencing Masch |, 2004, ibrough Febmuary 20, 2065 i accordance wath section 7 of the
Endmgered Species Act (ESA) (L6 VS 1331 ereeg.]. We rccenved your lanwary 13, 20068 reguest
for formal consultation on fanuary 17, 20048,

Sanee we reccived vour reguest for consnalialion, we issiedl o no jecpardy biological apemion on lang
teerm, renewal of the CVE wates service contracts for FI Dorale Imrisatiot Dastzaet (Januvary 12, 2006:
Service File o, 1-1-04 FDash). We alsa issoed a concuerence with Rechanenion's detecnmanos thar
g term cenewal of e OV water service controct Jer San Tuan Water Chstrot was naet [kely o
adversely affeer Teaed spesies Jaouacy 19, 2006, Scrviee File Moo 11 .03-B 1821 Mo futher review
under scetion T of the ESA s necessary 1w exceste either inlerim conitacks or wng feen contricts for
ezt eanrrastars for the 2006 water vear. As 2 resalt, these conmuws will set e further addressed m
ihis biological npinion.

Fisent on Reglamaign's project desenplun and oue evalation of ibhe status of te specics, be
environmental bagseline, wopeiher wath ofeews of g action and cnnwlative eflecls, [have concladed
that Keclamation™s reqoes: o renew the dnterim waler contzacts 186 a notejeopardy Fedheral action
within e socanug of the Bodangered Species Act of 1973

Intradaction

Thes bawlogical apacion is a reinitiatieon and aneadioend of ke 15 Fish and Wildlife Serviee's
{herace) Feanary 29, 200K bicloemcal opinior om Jmerim Water Cooteact Revesvals (Serviee
Bile s 1-1-00-F-00560, ax amendsd by aur hiological opinons of Febmary 270 23002 Serviee Fil
@ ]-I-0R2-F 0070 ard February 27, 2000 (Seevice Frie s 11 O3 Foit300y in acoondanse with
sertogn T af the Fodangererd Sproies Actof 1973, as amended (ESAY This thicd amendoent s
the Febnaeey 79, 2050 botoucal opiniow adilresses the witeets of e propesed renewal ol L8 of
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the February 29, 2006 biological opinion sdédresses the effects of Lo prapuosad renewal of 18 of
the conrasts acdidzessed inthy 2004 opinion ETabke 21 in accordance with Seotion 3501(c) of the
Central Valley Profect Improveinett Act 0V PEA ) For a masimune period of 2 vears. The warter
will ke osed witkan the icseriem conlmeel seevice areds tar apereuliural, mosicipal, and induwsirial
purpases, ad atll not exceed waer allocations Jetenained by existing OV operations erileria.
intering OV waler contras renewsis 2 consistenl witk she ticzsd smplememation af the
CWINA L ag desenbesl inthe Ralogical ootirden on Implementatian nl ke VRIS (CVPTA
e, Jervice File oo, 1-1.90.F.0124).

For e purpazes of this vensultion. all sonservalion areasares and non-disereliionay terms and
conditions deseribed i the bivlegical epinwon oo loag-erm conteac? renewal of e Frien and
Cress Valiey Tni Contracts (Friani-Cross YValley Opinion, Service Tile oo, 1-1-00-F-0027)
appiv Lo 1oe interdm rencwal of the Ceass Yallev Bl conrrsets for the period of dMazch 1, 2004
theemgh Felruacy 29, 2008, orunnil long-tern contrcts for te Cross Valiey Unil are exccuted,
whichever comes ficst. Therelore, g1l conservation megsenes and non-discretionany wroms and
conditions of the Faant-Crass Valley Opinvon of 2000 relevan! to Ceoss Valiey canicasts are
incotporatcd by ceference into 1his consalinion,

Relationship of the Proposed Action 1o (her Reclamation Actions

Tha Service has oo informed thar the 2006 contract repewals will use tbe same “interiom {orm
ot coniract” used i the existing interim eontzagts, The interion fosn of carteuct includes 3 mixed
sericehualirmeeation (A wse e il indusarial (SE&) porpase of use for LT ol the 2002
ioterim cenewal contracss . Bicknese, USBE, pers. comm.. February 27, 20060 conteacy = 14-
O6-200-133T7A-IR | for Bl Dezado levioation Thstried o MED oule puspose ol wse. Use of contract
water under the propassed interim contracis will nod clirge feon ke purpese of wse specified in
the existing conircls

The 20040 intenimy rebnewal eontracts will apply the saice e shorlaye prosisions that e
curreily applied 1o the exisiing intering comract, in accorlanee with the June 9, 1997 CVIA
Administrative Proposal on Urban Water Supply Reliability (po 22290 CVEEA Progrmmsalic
bialopicsl vpimion, Service file no E-1-98-F-00124) These imurim rengwals will not change
condract teems or canditions geverning the allocHion of project water during a droogin
ereruency, st owold nol provide zddidwonal water eehabality. As aresuly we dir gl anticipaoe
the 2006 iterim reneweal contraets o affeet woater allocavons wemilied by existing CV#
pRerdlions erileria  We expecl Beclamatem wanaly s the elect= of permuene ntly corveriog
CWE contracts oo a mixed Av/MET porpose of use within the Tenp teon contzact renew al
consultations, and (o alse analyee possible senvice-ares eftects of Beelamation™s M&] Shonage
Paliey wonder 1he long-term contacs tenew ! conzuiatons (see Favironmenial Baseline),
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Biolagical Ohpinion

This bislogical epinien 15 bused on anfocmaiion peoviled ie vour ey 13, 2008 reguest lor
eocsllation, sepplenental informasion peovided by ahe Sowih Certrad {alifomin Area OFiee.
th 2000, 2032 and 2004 blolopical epindons an aierio comract perewals, anl olaer information
i par files. A complete administzanve recard of tus consuliatan e on file in the Serviee’s
Sacraments Fish and Wikllife (dTice.

L oncurrence with Determinations ol "ol Likely Lo Adversely Alfect™

Becanse of e wide geaprapbuc variation i service steas o inermmn contracears and vverlap of
specivs atnong differem cortractors, we Wil address thyse determinanions by contractar rather
than By gpetios.

Pafura Valley Water Management drea (PERAL,

We concur that incecir renewal of the CVE water servicy comtrast for PY W hiA (nanital
assignmoen from Meroy Springs Wates Districty iz not lkkely to adversely affect fedezally listel
species, The PVWWA currently Day po infmsievcture W divert and comvey CVP waler to ity
water service amed. anil will nal have thay capahilite 4t aev time during toe 2 veas ioerhn periosd.
PYWATA will nod b further addressed in this eonsulerion

£y af Trecy

The eenewal of the Ciry of Tracs s tnierim conbracts & 14-06-200-3 3033 A [RY-1 andg F-07-20-
WOrE-IRY-B will be used o supiert additional orbaa prowibean the Cite of Tracy, These
cotleacts wore assigned from anis Carbona [reipation PeEsrcr ant West Side levigation Chstrien
we the Oy of Tracy, The eifeots of thas weaer delivered o the City of Traey, wgether with the
effects of interdependent actions. bave Meen addoessed theangh the seevion 107a 11413 ) perma
wsgred o b Uity of Tracy for implementation wf the San Jeaguin Mul-Species Consersation
Flan for a perund of fifty vears. The pernil eaprices in the vear 2051, Weclasnstion has compietod
Eadangered Species Act comapliance throuph our Aprel 130 2003 bielopical aptnion gn ghese
assigmments (Service Hle® 1-1-03-F0128% Approval of shese asskpumens ny Beclamation witl
nerl rezsnll in effocts to Listed species not anigipated and covered by the section 10{a1{ 1113
permit meued o the Cee of Toucy, and the Diclopical oninion fer the comea agsignmeis,

oz ion

Therclore, for all specios and critivad haital within ke servive arcas of 1he PV W58 and Cite ol
Treacy, urless new inlornadion indicates that she action witl artect themm oo way not consicdered,
29 furtber vonaaltation wndes the FSA s necessary. Woew information conmes w Liseht 2ha
tndkciates the aciion may attect wem, pleaase contaet us immedisely,
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Species 1hat May be Adversely Affected by the Proposed Federal Action

Tahle 1 shews species within Uwe getion ares al the proposcd fedemal action for the r contracs o
which wo bave dererptined kol renewal gay adversely afteer tederally Lsted species TLE
cometracts less Bl Doracdo leeigation Disizic {2 contractsy, San Juan Water [istrict (1 cantrace),
Fajuro Valley Warer Manapenwent Agency i L partial assgrnens sbill goiag o SCVWTY and
Westlandsy: Uity of Trecys (2 assipoowens],

Cantra 4 osta poldfields, colwst spinellowct, and showy Indian elover bave been exticpated [T
Sani Clara Cowery [Cabifomia MNotve Flant Sockery 20860 We have deterntined that the
propesed feder action is not likely 1 adversely aflect the weslem snowy ploser. as i1 nests 2nd
foraees on dikes and salt pondy adjqcent w S Franciseo Bay which ane pon Tikely to be allected
by imterrelaed or interdependent sotions of CVE W& warer deliv enes (peaanly arban snd
industrial developmenty during the intenm contras perind

Table 1. Speeies aod crnizal hebuas waton the actioo e considered oths bialogical gpinzon {13 of
T contractss see explanation aboyey Seter Eniries o held indicate charges not considernsd in the 2004
LrLLerLer cunTosce puaewal eomsularion

T T T " Federal 1 Critical
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Federadly [isted salmonids and theie crigical habitat ocece within or downstream of Ioterun
contracl service arens, These species aze under the jeedsdiction wlhe S04 A Fisheres

€ hanges Since 2604

Changes in tbas Bst ob species since 2002 include the inal listing of the Culifyrnia tiper
salmmander Distiret Popelagon Segreent as a thrememed species: final designation of vritical
hirhitan for the Ceniral Distinet Popelation Sepmeam ot the Califorma teer salmnander: Dival
desippation of crneal habita 15 vemnal] peol species: and progesal of crineal habitat tor the
California red-legped frog. Additienat informatien on these actions can be tmml in the section

Environmental Baseline and Status of Species in the Action Arca,

Consuliation Hislom

Apeil 3 2008 Reclamution provides a mema o (he Service regyrding the statoes of Capedination
with Califomia Depariment of Pesteide Bepulation [CI2PRYm a joing eftot to provide
cnéangered specics infermation o pesticide users eonsistenl with capservation mwasure

2ot e Y000 Joderim Cotiract Renewal Botopical opinion,
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Aepermber 12 20000 The Service submils an iasutficiensy iecee fo Reclamation regarding
mitiation aF fummeal conscilatzon Tor the long orm contract renevwal of conleasts i the
Prelea Mebota Cana? Unat ot the OV, The mema inilodes areview of seanes and
commiance wish the Interien Conlrs Bercwad Bralogical Opanion of 2000,

Jepgerry B0 2000 Heguuest from Beclanmalion g the Service 1aitiating tormai consultetion foe
iplerien CV P water sersice coateacts for the pened of Febouaey 2000 1 Febeuary 2002,

Febrwary 5, 2004 Rectamation provides wthe Service a copy of the Draft Supplenmentai
Enviranrmemul Assessmenl Far the Renewal of Interimn Water Scrvice Contracts throggh
Febpuacy 78, 2002, Centeal Yabley Project, Califomnin, and abye dleafl Findieg of No
Sipnificant [mpect Jated February 7, 2001,

Fobragry 28, 200 Reclamation secks concumency {vid memo’t o the Service thul the pariist
assigrnent of the dMeray Sarings OV contracs will not sdversely alfect any Tiswed
species uncet the jurisdietion of the Senview,

Febryary 28, 2007, The Service exiends foe L-year uoldl February 24, 2007 the 2000 Tntecim
Kenewal Contract biolopical opinion and congues with Reclumaton's conclazion tht the
delivery of the panial assignment 1 CVEF compzet waled froan Merey Sprangs Water
LDhsicact 10 the Samia Ol Yalley Wansr District and Westlands Water District  Mercy
Speings paaial assignent) for wse ol up o 6,260 sore-leet of UVP water for 1 year f7om
March L, 2000 w0 Febroary 28, 2003 s not likelv o adversely affee federlly hsed
SPCLies,

Sune T X The Serviee sulinsieg amaeino 12 Reclmnation regarding concerns over
excocdenees of solenivm levels in wetland water supply chaneels inthe Orassands Area,
amd how activns that Reclanwion unleniakes may influenes Uhese exceelences, The
mueme asked Reclsmaton e determioe o renitiahicn of the Enrerm conteas blological
opinion wis warrenbed. amd furber sdoed Beelamation take sleps o gommect these
seluniorn ixsues bedoee initating corsuliation witk the Serviee on long e conleact
cencwal Jor e Dedta Aleaderz Canal it or an additional jierim renewal of the
LG TR

June 2F S Tetters 10 L Service froem the Boaad of Supeevisoss. County of Sana € larg and
Irowe Board of Directors, Senta Clarn YValley Woner Districy which includes carmmilments
ey thoe parr of Bunti Clarg County i partizipale o the 1 preporation ol o ooni-species
ELOTSCUP with the paal of complening a tinal HCOP SO0 and subeitting an
applicatien for incidentas take penits within * vears and, 7 establish o inderie process
il wiel xewps conmervation angd recab e pptiona epon for affeeted spocies, and 1w ensare
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Couniy comphiace wizth F5A and the Califvemia ESA with resacd 10 she jsaance o]
diseretianary permits. excluding apoiltaral aclivities. where tederal furisdiction applics,
during e periesd prior w approsal ol e 130T

Corerber £ 200000 Moo from Beclamation advising the Serviee tat Beelunavion is developlag
a proposad ution ol execatinge lnterin Benewal Comracts for apeniod of T vears, {oom
2002 e 2004,

Meevember S 2004 Heclamation submits 2 memo o the Service requesting antliatinn of
informal comsaltanion sith e Servaee ot [ieriot OV P Water Conizact Renewals for the
prertss] Jron March: 1, 2002 through Febrmvsre 2% 2004,

BPecenhar TH, 2 The Service reeeives somenne frorm Beclamation dated Trecember 1490 2040]
providing supplemental ieformatien for the erim Repewal Contract consaliation.

Pracepthor Y 2000, The Serviee submits & memo o Reclamation regquesting idditional
information and regquestiop that Becamation mitiute fermal consctaton on leterm
Contracl Renevwals,

darewry F7 2002 The Service submits 3 meme responding 1o Reclamation”s request ta ioliae
formal consaliation. and eequesting additavnal informarion sttt ol implementiation of
canservartion measures lerms and conslitons of the Interim biologivil epiten of 2000.

Sy 3F, 20020 Reelamation seharits ooneanse to the Sorvies respomling s the Serviee’s
Japwary 17,2002 foc additooal iolormation on Intenim CVE Contract Benewais,

Fehryary 72002 Neclanation and the service et o discuss copservation measures propossd
by the Service 1o be added 1o tbe project deseription of the Teerim biolugical apinion,

Fehrnary 20, 202 Beclamation provides owritten response e e Service repanling the
Renvive's proposcd conscrvation measuoes to be sdded to the project deseription of the
blological epmeen of Inenm Benewal Contrgts

Movepher & 2003 Reclynmdon recqpusts initiation on 59 interin repewal comracts o the
peracd Maecho 1, 2000} throoph Febnare 28, 200060.

Srnvicey 8, 2600 Bervice recein o amended indorroagion fer inmecdio contractor City of Shasta
Luke daned Theoember 23, 2003,

Februgry 18, N0M. Service reeeives supplemental icfonration regarding presengs af critival
habitut, Matural [versay Database tecords, anl otber baseline infemation for interim
Coatctor s,
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Semeerrs S 22006 Service fssites 2 aa jeepardy Blologival epinion te Reclamation fuz hng e
renesval of VI water senvioe ontracis Tor b Porzdo Drodeation Disrict (service Flle
Nas -0 -05-F-1489).

Jargory F 320006 Reclammian instares consultation on iniesim renewa, ab T8 CVE water
servive comracls lor the period of March 1, 2806 throvph Feoreare 29 2008,

Sevnary 10 200 Service coneurs thar Jeng term renesval af the CVP water service conteact tor
San Juan Water Dastoict i not likely w adversely aftect listed spocivy (Senviee File
swizrber 1-1-45-11871 4

Fehruary Xd, 20060; Service receives supplemamul information o cieh 2000 interim nenewal
copiract indivatiog the contzact’s “puepose of use”, the ipterion conirt’s existing “wale:
shootage rehabilin™, and sraes e vede each 2506 inlerim ventract’s purpese of wse™
became mixed Ag ard Mok

Project Description

The proposed aciion is to exceute up to 18 CVP water sunice contrdcts for ko consceulivg aoe-
vear periods fram March 1, 20068 teeonph February 29 2008 A stated in the introduetion,
eifeers to hsted specics for American River Division contragiors (n=3 coafracis) Sae Juan Warer
Dastoiet and L1 Dorac Ierigation Diserict have been anaivzed in recently tisued consultations on
tong term rencwal of these same contracts  As o pesel, oo funher aeon ender seetion 7 of the
18A 1 nevessary for Reclaoabtion to execute those contracts 2 cither inlerims o7 wi lomg tenn
contrag by for waler year 200

[n additio:. s have determined dhat iterim rerewaal nf the contmwy assignments 10 1y Cily of
Fracy bave been addressed by dssuance to the City of an ineident lake permit in accordance
with TSA seetion 105001 K13 fior implememaniion of the San Jeagquin County Muali-Specics
Cunservation Plan, and that the swo proposed waler assipnments will ool zesuly @ #Tects ot
anlicrted of covercd by that permal. PYWATA has noinlrastructare W diven or delives CVE
water dl Ui tione, and wili not bowve that capaciny duking the insevito rerewa! period. As a resuly,
the effect o interim renewal of the partiz] sssipmoent o P WAL will not by Jucher addressed
0 s epaen: bowever. the ettecrs of mlerim renews, of the purtial sssignment o SCVW and
Woestrends WIF will be addressed herein,

Phe remaining mlerim coniracis 181 within the Tollowing devisaers ar unies of the ©CVE: (s
Valiey Linit (0- & centracts), and ela Division (o - Y conractsl which inelades 3 pacial
contract assipnmenly. All contmuts proposed Tor intern eenewal were apalyecd inoor 2004
bislopical optnion.
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Table 2, Talerim renewal comtrwions [or pericd of dMazck |, 2006 throcgh

February 29, 2008

M

P {:HP { nntm:,mr |:|zu:r'u.-3m f%hnﬂ“lfﬂ'\
[, I‘.E_ .1_._.!--_-_: i -”'l.‘ '\-\.\\I..’ I"'i“'l'-\-"m{"i. ‘i'-‘

LT .ﬁ.].'ll".lhh‘.-“w

AR T
' il ﬁ

. DT
. %ﬂ%ﬂ% .

| . l:lc]m-"rie_ndma{ anmal 1 r:|t ) |

l_-l Hroadvicow Watlor ”I'ﬁ.l,'l‘ll..[ . _:','J".U_II]E
2] Tracs Cits € (partial assigntnen: from Banta Cartona 10 - 4 007
fina} B _
3 Ty, Cip O {p.—:ﬂ].,u] assipament rom the West Side [0 - 5 06D
final} o
Pajuro Valley Water Marapement Area, Santg Clars Vocloy
T Woaber THEecs, Weatlands Water DHstrict 25 (3 way purti! .20
assigament fram Moeey Spring i) !
L-‘l."l.rn:miqndq Water District B {w.,:.r;.{.r:ma:ﬂ!jmm {eatingifa 1Y) |_ 2.5
| & Westiands Water '[Jern:t At [c:-_aé-rgmufm fram Hlren 1R | 2000
71 Wesilands Water Disrier #2 {d-wary perrtic! assignment fea 4198
| Mergy Speigse B0 _ )
. _ CROSS Vallpy s |
& Trusno, County of o 3,000
T_HI.“H Walley 1r'r1;._‘_1tmn Distrigt - Amindetury | 3.5 |
]D Kem-Tulare Waier DHsrict _ . ) Y
1. _ Lower Tule Biver Lirigation Lhistcict _ [ _ignz
12, PJ‘:]#.‘- Irrigation District _ ) L 3,002
Ik i R.ag_i"u]th Wager [istrict L I:_. 3,300
Lo Valles Water Distrct o _ | ey
i‘_ ]'L.L*r:. (ﬂunn uf _ _ L h30E
| mrcmnx RIvEH”HIH]G\ i
16l El Drarada Iripation H.:-an:t [ 1 -
7. El Dorada Irrigation L)isirict L Ak
8] San Juan Water Distesc R iV _|

' Panial wesigmem ot Mercy Springs eontract [3-06-200-3365 AR Y-h

i
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To [acihilale analvsis, we bave gronped the imienw comimacts Iy gengsapsee reginon.
YWoestlands Water Dhstrict #1 and #2

Wastlimgls Wointer [listrion 21 and #2 arc i ke Ban Logs Vol o the west side of the San Joagum
Vallew, The Brosdvicw Water District (i e Dol Mendsia Canal 17R10) §s proposing Lo assien
EheiT entine conlract to Westdands Worer Dhstnict # 1 {Westlasds), A o resoll water associated
Wil the Rocids bew contract widl astually B applicd witlin Wostlamds Watee Dsweier . A
Lrvironmental Assessment is carresly ool for pullic review iimogeh March 14, 2000, Howewer,
Bocanse this warer could polentialfy be delivered 1o Westands. which is m the San Luis Dndr, 1he
sssrmemel and wse of this conteact water o Westlands widl e review ed in the Biglogical opimon
on eencwal of Iong lenn comtrasts fioe the Sanc loues Unit Gee Contemiporanenos Consollations).
The gomteat aned ke deliveries to Broadvicw are being covered fe interies until hy
assiprrnent w0 W cstlands is complete vl e Jems fermt conlrael senew als for San Lieds Lot

Tabl: 3. Interim contracts assignesd o Westlands Waker [astnct #1 and #2

| T T Contract Nember.  Quantity
— . N . lacredeet)

W eatrands W #l L
Broadview WD T TTI406-I00R09IRE 27.06M
Partial Assignmen; from Mercy Springs | (4-06-200-3363A-[R8-3 Tobah
W, 1999 S

[ aesigned trom Ceminells ~ CT0T-ceewonsieEs T 2amn
| Assigned trom Widen __Eﬂ{:-_t"[s 200 K. l]*‘.q L 2 a0
Total e . . 3mTs

- "i"rn.sll.mdﬂ Wb il L _ L
| Partial agsignment from Mepey bpnnu T AGE-2- 3 M5 AR 11498
e S

Elfecrs of comiracs water deliveries under T sebjocr coniracts within tre Wesilinds Water
Phatrict have becp addressed imoowm 2000, 2002 and 2004 Blological epmions un bterim enew
of CVE conracts. We heecky incorposate oy refercnoe those opimiots, ard provide the
supplemonil analvais heboa, No pew spevivs have heen Baied, e critical habigt destpnated,
within this water disifet sinee the 2000 Blolagical opimor.
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Santa Clara Valloy Water District

Sapta Clara Valley Woaler Mhsirics inchades all o Saa Clare County. The OV place of use,
however, does not lnclode 1he emire counris. Alhoush water 15 commingieal, €% 17 water can
ol be applived inthe OV place aof ese and ke SOV W mest show they have needs {or the
watet within the CVF place of wse (. Greenbapen, Reclamauan, pers comr., 260601, Asa

resal, Whis ity siy 15 based on wse of waler within the OV place ol use within S0 W

[nelwdedd 1n gl 20002, 2004 imerie renewa] and this 2006 ioterir renew al 35 the delivery of water
frimn the partial assignment of Merey Spoings Water District in the Deiyg Mendona Cana,
Division 1o Westlanads Water District Disteibubioen Distzict #1, 2nd Sanla © e Vallew W
Mercy Springs Water District ascigoed 6 260 were-Teer of i VP Conteact e the Paparo Valley
Walr Managemenl Apency (VWAL Westlands Water Bhisuio Disicibaion Dastrict 21, and
the Zanta Clara Vallev W0 in 1999, [lo cenjqunition with this Partial Assigeaent, PYWAMA
Santa Clara Vadley W and Westlands WD Distmbution Dismict #| executed the " Apreement
Retating 10 Partia’ Assigament of Water Service Contract” (Belaed Agrenineri).

[ ]

w Generally, the Belated Apreement 2llows Sarca Clars Valley WD sad Westands W
Dristrifioiion Listrict #1 1w take delivery of the water on aes intezim basis unless and unnl
the PV RA 1% e mmoally ready 1o 1akes delivery of the CVP water fur beneficial use in
105 service argat | PY WA could begio e mice delivers inovear 13 of the contzaet 1 20049),
bt tor purposes of this prjest descrighion, PAYY A G5 assomed to ke water after year
20 of the assipmnent. Aveording to the contragt, - during the ficst Ten {160 years
{allowing the effective date of this Agreement. the tota guaniity of the water defivered
Buntd Clam shall ned exeeed Twente-five (23) percernd of the 1o1al Subject Water Suppls
privvided by the Tnited States docng sail Ten d00) sear periosl.. ' N sweater was
delivered wo SCVW D woder this contract meowatet voas 2004 o 2005 1o date (WUSBE In
Litt,, 2004,

The projeesed aetion does noet Deinde ar anzlvsis af the coostruclion of @ copvevance strusiure o7
efTects af the delivery of CVE water 1o FYWRIA TS semvice area,

Crlects of contract sater deliveries ander the subject contract witing the Sares Clura Valtey
Warer Listrict {(5SCVWTH) kave beet addeessed inoowr 20080, 2030 ard 2004 Wologicad opinioos
wey ey renewal of OV 1P conteacts. We keechy incorporane by relurence tnose opinions. and
find that eftects w the listed species addressed m the 2600, 2002, and 2004 Balogical opinion
withim e SOV WL need not be Airtizer addressed.

mirce wer dssied the 2004 hiolpgicni opinise an interim contract rencwals, e following species
hayve b Disted, and eritien! hatitat desipnasted, within the CVE place aof use winhin the
SEVWI

v Lalifosa tieer salamansler, cenoa? popalition
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v Colieal Mabiral, ceniea. papelation of 1ne Califormea iuger salimmanler
»  Preposed eritical hebicw, Caliterme ped-legeed frop

Supplerenial anaivas s horeig preovciled S these specics and certieul bainlal Lor eerin eenewzl

of the SCYWTY cortracts
Cross Yalley Unit

The Cross Walley Unil consists ol 1w comractors sheewn above iy Fabde 20 Valer theic interim
cottracts they will Le epabiled by recerce op to 123300 gere-leet of UVE water. The Cross
Walley Uit contrioglor servicd areas are osaied alomt the easter edye of the San Joaquin Walles.
The Sacramenter Fisk and Wildlte OMe saeed & no eopardy Bsiological apmnion oo long wrm
renewss] o the Cross Valley LUnit OV water seovice gontragts on Jammary [5, 2000 (Sencice File
Mo 1-1-01-F-0823% Reclatuavion, howewer, his ot yol execuied 1he long donm coniracts.
Reclarpation and the Cross Valley comtractors have comanatied wocaienply wink the requirements
in the binlogical opinien eddressing the fong term contracts. Eflects of contract water deliveries
within the Cress Walley Linit have been addressed in subseguent biolowical apinioens on intecim
renewdl of these conteaets wm 2002 and 2004, We herehy incorprie by neference Lthose
opinions, and find that effeons wthe lsted species addeessed in the 20061, 2002, and 2404
ftological gpinten within the Cross Valles Pinet coed not e fartiter addressed except as updatedd
ferein.

Bimee we wsued the 2004 Biological gpiaios on merim contzact renewals, ihe follkewving species
have buen listed, and criical habitn desigrmesl. widhim the servive areas of Cross Valley
COTTACTOTS:

& Calilomi tiger salamander, cennal poepulation
Critical habite, veqal pool faicy shoiep wnit 2405 and 276
e Cricical kabitar, contral popalatiog of the Culiferraa tger saliomander, wmits 2 and 3

Sopplernental analysts 15 hereit provided for chese seecics and cntical habiiar fSor iolerion ceapewal
| J
oof 1hes Cress Wallew OV contracls.

Interim Cuontracls

Eegecution of inteenn contmes @ pecded 1o continae delivers of VP water o imierim comracions
until the Jong-term comeacts can be exoente!, The perivd of penew ) for each intoring conhac
wnkd by 101 up 6 fwo vears. g porntetted ooder sunsection 34 1 ol te OWIMAL The
cwrtentt contract provisions are these that arg declode 19 (he exisling waler semive Sontrets,
with aody miinar, adminisioative chanpes o the contrae! provisions. Existing comeict provisions
siweh us pas ment, waler Gulaliiv, wiater mcasuretn@nt, War Colscevanion, swaler sfuortaye,
dizeretaennry gravizsioms of e Reclamation Betore Act, Endangerned Species Aot compliane,
and standard zniclos have mo! cheged. Epterizn OV waler contrac renesals are consisient with
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the 12ered mplementation of the CVPLA, a8 desenbhed in die Bological apinien on
Inplernentation af the OV PLA (OVMA ppinton, Seovice File Na, 1-1-298-F.G60 14,

I asldition, Article Wb of the vxistipe [nterian ceocwal contracts includes mnrual and dependen:
covonmnls mwtally 2grecd apon oy the pamties, celatend o Waee o by Made Aovaclable and
Dhelivered wo the Carrggracoor s foilows, The Conteacter shall wiilize the Project Waler mide
available w3t pursusnt to this interim rengwal contrace o aceardance with all appocable
requizements of any Bolopical Opinion addressing the execuiion af ihig inerion cenewal contract
developed anescant 1o seetion T of the B5A ab 1995 a5 amended. and in secordance wilh
epvicanmentsl dosumemarion as may be rogueited for specilic activities, ingluding conversion of
Lrripation Water wo A& Waer.”™ Pan of the Service and Reclamanion strategy 10 ensure
compliance with the 1254 meludes a commuement for Reelamuaiion gy “provice noccessacy
information to the Service s SEWO Epdarpered Species Drvision i sitvations where a
determination ol ke affecr |sicl has been made, suffiviemiy in advanee, to enable 1be Nervwe™s
review . Heclomalon actions subgect w this cequirement inglude comversion af Imigation Wales
to MAT water (U A provmminatie bivlopical opiion, po 2-70, Service File na, |-1-98-)-
0124).

Woater will by deliveres te the injerin: water servee contraciers ané Cress Vuley Tnn
cORTActoTs I guantitics op 1o the cumtrac) wtais. These 2006 interbm senesal cormmmen quantites
FOTRALN e Same 2% 10 the exifling siner service contracts.

o changes to disteict boundarivs are pan of the preposed action. Reclazanion will consulr with
vr nonify the Service (a5 appropriate]) an futuee inelisions and excliesions o any interim rencwal
contract senvice-ared boundaries  deteming 16 any inglesinng ar amexations attect lzed
Splcies.

o waler iransiers are part of the proposed aclinn, Aoprapeine covioonmental comppliance and
secilare 7 eonsuitations will be congpletesd forany other regiuests [Tom ireterim contrslors for
Reclumation appraval of C3P wuter trunsders.

Warren At coatracts for consevance gt ioo-wedesal water msiog Sederal Baealities are not pan of
the propsed gction. The Mendet Poal Pempers Exchange Agreement ad ober oon-(ealral
WValiey Procect Waters thiat are pruusnped into the Mendata Poal are also not gart of the propsesed
actinn.

Potentizd impacts anising from ftuee assigmments o] waler arz alse sy inchuid in the propesed
actien. They are separase indeperident actons 2and yequire their own SEPA and ESA
complinee.

Clanmes o Uhe existngs Cperatipns amd Critera and Plan (OC AT wesre addressed wnoour
February i3, 2005 biclogical apinion dservice File So0 [-1-05-F-00535) and are disoussed below
i the Environmenia] Baseline.
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Achion Area

The action ares foe this censtlaton compises W appre e service areas of she 23 contracts oo
which we determaimed e intesim reneswal may adversely aifect Yisied specics (zec Description
of the Proposed Action} orgaciccd ronghhy ss [ollews: Weslern Sen Loaguie Valles (Sestlands
Wortes [Dsrrivr 21 aned 227 Fastemn o Joavain YValley (Orass Vallew Contmactors), and the OV
place of use within the Swa Claca County (3CVWIR [naddizion, the diversions and
contmcual ealitiements sddressed S this consuletion have ingerrelated eftesis thaougnow the
Tivers storage faeilites, and Sucramemodban Joaquin Riser Delia thal constionte te OV F water
supply berause Beclamation operates the CV]* as an imegrsied sy setmoail the S1a0e Water
Frotect an aceordznce with the Operating Criteria and Plan (040 AP and the Coardinaned
Ulperations Aprecment. We thepefore incurporate by reference the actien areua addressed in oour
Febroars 15, 2005, GCAP blologieal opinion (File No. L-7-03-F-35), and refer the reader 1o that
dopurpent for g review af all etfecrs on the groster agualic svsiem,

Related Consaliations

W are camretthy engaged in farmal oe inforna] congsultation with Beclamation on ke foilowing
related avtions in the setion aren:

= han Luis Draioage Fealores Be-Tovalmnion
= Lang tenn contract renesvals for the Sen Lais and San Felipe Unis
+ long tetm contract reoweswal for the Oty of T racy

Fonvironmental Baseline and Status of the Species in the Action Area

Please refer 1o 1he 2000 Interien beodopical opinion {or 4 dscassion of haselime conditions Gor
mnst spectes. This sectioo provides imponant updsies as well as baseling infonuation foar
species alded m the caecen? conseltanon, More detadled intormation segarding speeies
digtribotion, bicafopy and conservation needs con Be ouod inbe Recovery Pl foz Lpland
Speaics af thy San daagquin Valley, Califomia fUSEWS 1908:0; Recovery Flan o Serpentiog
Snil Species of the San Francison Bay Arca CUSFw 5 19998 Final Eecovery #flan for the
Californin Red-lepstod Frog ¢V8FWE 200220 | and the reaft Recovens Man in Vernal 1Mool
Edesysiens of Calilomiy and Seaitherz Onegon 4 U8 WS 20041

Completed Caopsoftations oo CVE Actions
Eenrrd Valfey Pragect Iriproveren! Ack Propraamaaric Biological Opinion

This logig-termn water servige cotiracl enewis sonsedtaliag ters fromy he Sevember 200G
Programmatic Saslopgivad Cpdame oot dplemivatarion of the CERG amd Canrinued nerarion
= k T f i
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itadd Meainlvrance of See CFP LCVTLA PR (U Fisk ands Wildlife Sercice A0083a) o addressy
incrementin arsd cumuelstive o Tects of the propoesed renewal action. Thes tiecg! auemztically
carries Bseveard all conaesyartiot mcasieres and other compouents of the Project Ieserpion of e
L% PLA PHO It the envinenrertad biseline foe ghus consufielinn oo the tone lerm reneee] of
the Roseville Contract, Reclanaion®s progren o implegient tae CVELA incladed the rencwal ol
all existicg OV eomimaeis an a core prowrarn (O 1A PBOY page 22910 2-36),

The CWPLA Project Beseriptiom Bisied eight sieoificant arcas of commatrment that provvided the
basis of the PBO no peopacdy fnding ¢ Page 2-530 w0 2710 These eight areas of coromitmen an
lisked helow:

»  Commitments Associated with Tnplememation of the CVPTAL
*  Apadromods Flsperies Restoration Activities (3330000010,
& dabitar Hestoraton Program (§33000010 1 ] ether).
»  Cotmmituents Associated with Lanp reron Renewal of OV Water Contracts.
»  Commitments for Activites Associsted with O P Water amlne Facililigs.
= Comamiiments Asseciated with CYP Convevatee and Storape.
s Uomnetments Associaind with Operstions and Magapement Planning,
«  Commitments Assoviated with Conservation Programs.
* Wildhife Halibar Aupmeatation Progran (Wetlacd PDevelopment Progromi.
»  OVP Conservatinn Program.
o Comprehensive Mapping Propram
o Commitments Assodiated with Draiasge.
v Cotneniiments Associated {eneral Cotsulianen Process,
»  Commimenss acd Strolegy to Ensone Complianes with the Fndangered 3pecics Act

Clammitment & on fage 2-T0 of the UV PO reguices Reelamation ta "provide beccssary
rformation e the Senvice's SFWO Endangered Species Dvsion™ v UVP actions “where 2
detenamation of s effeer has oon made, sofnCemby o advanee, o enable the Service's
review™ This cormititment applies woall futurs Cainral California Auea Office™s CVI or CVPIA
acticns, Inclnding those specifically listed ahuove aander “ieiated Acvions Nou Paet ol ke
Proposed Action Projest Description”™,

LUadet “Conmratments Associaled with Lomgetern Contract Rencwal of CVP Cootbacs (page 2-
A ro 2-56), the CVPLA PR lists these [ourtss conmact-renewal commitments swiich rmay
appropriately be considered part of the action of these contzact remewals.

L. Lareg-term contracts will be renewesl, and Beclumation will complele tensd sie
specific consultarions wilh 1he Service. X OV water will ke delivered or appiicd
putsidy ctmens contrael serviee areas Ll either forma? or infosmal crhslaliong, as
appropriste, 15 compleie. Chnee Jomeai =3 Spoecilic comsaltiom bas occurred that i<
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compliunce with this apiion, 7 i assoened tal changes in Ledslse praciees and
it e lsted amd proposed specie, an the distroets have been gddressed.

2. e the concacs rencwal process. A mevds-andlvsis o deternine benefagial wse o
CVE water wil] be cozrpleted, and all corseact ceracwls will be sumiect w Sectoz 7
consulatian proeediores and the SN poogess. 4 sile speci i bioWeical agsesine i, w
deterrnine potental wapacts of wsing UV P waler oo Federal snd St [sted aod propesed
species, wil? Be compleied dor ndi idual waser disteicts or foc geoups of districts o close
proxinaty o one ancther, e Service™s SFWO Bnelanpored Spacies [ivisiom will
provide eecoanpendinions w Beclamation oo the appropriate level of BEsA consuliation
and comservation measares noeded,

3, Reclamation also wil contiome o consult wihy te Sersicye oo oo donnuee -basio basis or
geosvstommslevel straveey for sddressiog new anl amended water contracts oulside andinr
imsile the Amepicae River watershed, pneloding crecotion of diversion acrecmenis
assaclaivd with Ameriean Miver Water Fonao,

4. Reclamonion and the Service will swrite a ionnt leiter b0 the water distocls, oo taember
apencics, Plaoming Thepariments of ciics o conniies withio the digios asiog CVE witer,
and atber cesponsible padties reparding regwrements undes the ESAL The Jetier weill
inclide: (1) a discussion of Rechamating’s need 1o ensure thal OV water i3 pot wsed o g
maruier which could yeapardize the coatinued existenee af any l1sted species of reseil m
the deserction nr adverse megibiegion o desighated criea habie, and (23 an
explsnation of the prohibitons deseremed wnder Sectiom 2 of the FSA o repand 1o wake.
The letter wili discass the appropeiate prolectios mcasuecs s descriped bere and m
fubmeguent contraet renewi consoltation amd will be completed withio 80 doys of
exevetipn af lopg-1emm conleagts,

50 Conservation strateies will be s place Bor the disiniets or aress recelviog UV water,
The types of strategies that coudd be acoepted arc: Halsitar Conse: vation Planning as
descriiped 10 osecion 1Al oF the B programanyiic lued momagement actions
include protecricon ol lsted and prososcd species; requizemants eesulring Trom i
specifie Boeetiom T eonsaliation: oy an expasion of the cxasine VP Consenvaion
Frogram tha adequmiely commersaies lor the direel and indirea effects of water delivery
I

b Reclamanion will. snbsegquent fo s detemumation of mone xlfecl o lsted species andqor
acdverse modification w designaced eritical habloe in consaltzion with the Service s
SEWO Endanzered Speecies Dviseon, consuit onall Foderai actiony that resois in cfanes
iy rurpase Of wsy for OV P water conirages, inchading chunges Jeome Aomividiurne 10
Agriceitare Murgcipal and Indwstrial pougmoses.

7. The Servree and Reclamatios wiil soock wogetfer we corovey dnlomation 1o the siales
disiricts, md Iiividunl water wsers s appropricieh, on lsted species necds. Reclanution
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will establish an outredch and education posgzan, in colluboraion widh the Service, o
help water wsers inteprte ieaploioettation of dhe CVPLA apd requirements of the contrad
renewl provess as L nelakes o the 504

B [nterior will wark ghesehe with tle water wiers, providing them msps of Lisled spevies
nahilars within thetr service-arcas and paiding them ibmough the copseltmion process w
adilpess site spegtfic effects. Beelammion may cneaurape % P comiractors o complel
HU Py enconsmessing thye alTeeied areas.

8, Huclamation armiior Oy Service will develop provisions for compensation for 1he losy
of endangered species habitat resalting fFrom the direct or iadicest cilvois of a
Peclamation actior tol covered ander prior Biolegion] vgindens bl oocer withine te
O service arves rom the dare of tis opiuet unttl completien of vidher: () contrast
area specific Section 7 consuliztion. (b any olher reauiesd sie spevitic Sechion 7
consultation on the effvcrs of the conversion i cuestion. or {€) the complation of aa HCP
thal vneompasses the st in guestion,

0 Reclamation and OV comractars will omiply with ali applicably apuaions rebated o
the CVP ICYPIA PBO pages 1-11 o [-1200 Flew standand< that forn the cnvirenmenti:
haseline of e 1993 OCAP biolemcal opinion will be met. and Beclamation will lake no
discretionary aciians {¢.g, new conicacls, contract amendaents, faeiliy consiruciion) that
wontld Inerementaily merease diversions aed alver hdeoloegic and envirrementul
conditions in the Delwa antel any cespuicred consulation is reimtinled and completod
IUSEWS 2000, CVIPLA PRO Appetdix L {letber to the Service 2nd SMFES from
Rueclamation dated Oepoher 29, 19947,

1. Coptractoes are required 10 contoon With any apmicable provisioes of any hiolosseal
opinions addressing contracl renew:l sooas o prohibin G use ol OWF water tha? resalls in
urathorized take oe conversion of wildland hatitat deteromined 1o have the potensial w
b orpupred by listed apegies, or vickation o any 1emns o [ e s ertaanig i the
conservation ol listed spocies. ALl contraciy dor relaled biclopical opimions) will u)se
supulate Beclanution sl not andertake anyHseretionary setion albowing the delivery of
CVI water 10 nafive babitn fo2 listed species depicted on the maps attachsd o the 18
ol poTiees enless clearmmee pursiant i the 54 bas leen obtaseed fronn the Service.

12, Reclamation, relatve woall eew and repewed comimacts will mformally consult with
the Serveee™s STW Endangered Species Dy oo w determie the peed for tmnal
contsUTLEERRR Brior Lo CoRIre] eEesion,

13, Beclamation will muke cesain thar applastle measures b ensore ESA compliance
bipe the pooewal of CVP water service contracts are provided within the sext of new ansloar
armendded long-term waler contracts and relased getions.
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14, Reclamation will provide mtamation relaed 1o proposed oew waier assizaments of
Project water 1o she Service s 37WO Endimgered Spevics [Division prion w evecuiiven of
U Assismnen.

Since the isswance of the CVPLA PR i 2000, Beelmmation bas been warking with e Service
wyadidress cach UVPLA PEC commiiment exsociated with long-lerm coneraet renewal ol CVE
wily) $eTs e contracts and’or tefine them so thal they zee elearly undersigind wad meel the
origanal mlent o avaiding dnd pe addressing impacts 10 listed species related te the senewa! of
bosngd-temn water contzacts. leelamnation s stated thee gl OV ELAY PRO commiiments wsoeiated
with long-term conira renesa] of CVEP wites conlzacts witl or have been addressed 1o ensune
that the rencwal ol the tong-tenm Seiiement Comcocts fully compens with the requirsteats of
the CVPEA PO and BEadanpered Species Aot as 1t pedains 10 federtl aclions,

Hectamation 18 commuitted to implemen? &li coogervalton teaswres deserabed ucthe CVPLA FRO
eonguliation. The following iz a list of the more signilicant mueasones:

The Cenrral Wallewv Copgervitian Prisgnam « A program funded by Beclamation and
jointly unplemcnted By Reclaation and the Servive that fuods sciivities aod land
conservalion strategicy that address species ia have been trapacted by the CV]"

CYPLA{BVEEher Proprem - A CVEPLA program geinthy sdministeres) by the Service
and Roeclamation specifically desipned o address peeds of listed specizs tht bay e beer
impacted by toe CVP.

Wildlidy {labiset Augmnentation Progr - Chis was s of a program wdentified ic the
CWI1A PBC as 4 Wetiands Developmen Pragram. T prageae was temaioated bul
thase portions of the Wetland Devedopenent program that were related 1o commimenss
redated 1o sl species werg peramad, reaegantzed sud reneraed. This progeam funds
activities that have a geoeral eoeft to listed species. pacticulacly those relaied 1o

wil Al s,

Comprehersive Mapping Progsae - This cootiauing FEeelsmation proprain develops
spatial data on lands babitat svpes ad preseoce of speches on lands that are selated 1o
OV actions, speeifigadly the seevice areas ol the UV cameacts. This peovides neponant
mirmation of the extent of habits, wends i Jand wse and Eoown oeenmences of Hsied
SO,

Centrafl Vafley Projecr Operationas Criteria wied Plan (O0A Py

The QAP describes the vocsniinated cperation of the Cennal Valley Pregest 1OV P) and State
Woaeter Froject (WP by Reclimmion and the Califomin Thepannem of Water Respurces. Un
Julv 30,2004, the Servive issucd biofogival epinier [-0-04-F-G1-4), wiich addressed the ofects
of operanng the CVIVSWE and cdelivenng CVP water for rencwing water contracss zod oher
aclioms on (mahreatencd delta sieelt (Fhmammesas: teanspwisyizay ). U Fobireary 5. 2003, the
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Serviee 1ssued biwogical opindan 1-1-483-1- 0055 in response ta Reclaenation’s November 3, 20044
eoquest Jor reinitigtion of fermal consaltation onthe O0A o address paternial eeiieal halitat
sy apd efeers of the OCAP an deliz smelr

The OUAR comsuhatian analyred the effeets of nuemcnous new aetbons on e dedu smelt and s
desiprated critical habilal, inclading steragse of VP and SW0 water in eosenvoies. water reloses
roen ceservoles, tver aperatiogs, operaticn of the Federal e diversdon facilities, ani the
CWRSWP expori-pumpinpe opermpons o ared throush the Thelea, The 00 AP consuliation
aidressed the operation of the CVESWE inthe Sucruneot: Valley, awd included all
commiznents af thy SWE and OV, such s mecting requirermznts o the CVELA PEC(HSTWS
2000%, the obligaions contgined inthe Centmal Yalley Warer Qualine Control Beaw! water right
peemiets, ollipations of OV 1wzt seoviec contracks, Racmrmenia Biver Sealomen eondracts. Sar
Toaguin exchange cantracts, and piher requirerments, Therefore, tke CH7AR RO sidneised all the
aquatic eftects ol eperateng the CVPISWE.

In comlzast, the Service™s copsultations on el [ong-term wilerservice contrat renewals
addressing the diversion uf water al prescribed divees:on poiess and lemes for the use of (hal
wiler on  specifiad land arca (thy ¢omcactars seevice areal. ALl renewal contriets, while
wdentifving a fall contract amoant, recogniae that the debivers of full eoneract mount 15 sulyjest
ter availability of water sl uther ebligations of the ©%P {snch as CVPTA and hiological 1554
cansubalion requircments) [0 ather words, e comoacts ereate a dowoand [amang other
demands] for CVT winer anil the QAP consultation addresses how the VP SW projects ane
operated o meet Uose demands. There clearly @5 2 linkage between vontract repewals and the
operation uf the CVESWE. These linkapes mast, and arc being addressed in separate bat
parddlel mdividuai consalttions such that gl. of the pogsible eilects on lided species and
desippated critical habital are being identilicd and consulicd no.

Creairal Vatley Praject Long-rerm Water Service Condruce Renewals

L gddition to the Uity of Fosevsibe contract analved in this cansubiations, Beclamation either ko,
ar jotends e eerscw aloe 119 CWT Warer Service confracos theoughoeut the Centeal Valley, A of
The repewing OV 1P cantracts are reguired by the Biologicat Cpinon ar fplermentation of 1he
CVPEA fCenoral Palley Froject npravennent Plavy omi € onnnued Cperation awd Miialensnce
nf te CFP QOYPIA IPBOY w ineorporgie provistons oveded te comply witk applicable e,
melwling provisions plihe CVELA Renewal comracs will incorporane applicable provisions of
the CVELA, Ineluding payment o the OV Besteration Tued.

The CVE water serice contracts weluds e annual masimuoem guantity of approximaely 2.6
el tiom al per vear o OV water and provide waler service tu apomoabately 32 mitbon

i pable acees of land and gn wrban populorion in exegss of 4.3 willion people. The long e
waler conteacds renewals, whale aushozizing a maximan corstravl urounl. Tecogznize that the
delivery uf the aatire conleugt aneant 35 sibiect w the svailadabie of wares and piber U5
oblipaiions.
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For ellciencey, Beclumation has grommesi tlie O7% P waler-servioe coniract conewal ersaronmneniel-
docanients by aimilar regional bssoes, Beelamation reguested separate comsudialjons o i
fullawiog WP regioms: Shasta aod Trinigy Pvissors. Bacrarenie Riner Division (Comisg
Crinal. Tehama-(olusa Canal, ond Black Batwe Velg), Feater Biver Woder Plisacien, smerigan
Roiver Divisioan. Contea Costa Cakal Unil san deitpe Diviion, Deliz-Mendota Canal Unie, and
the Wesi San Joaquin Division.

Fhovta aad Trinity Divisians

On Awgosn 17, 2004 ke SFWO lsermirgd thil conewing the CVT water service contract wouid
not likely adverse afices [1stied spevics im four of the e distzicns jothe Division: Shasta Coumy
Wider Agensy, Bela Wista Warer Thsorict (%W I, Shasts Commaanity Service PRgee (O30}, s
Moauntain CGaze C571 On Sovember 12, 2004 the sacoe cotelusion wis reaehed for: Citv of
Bedding. Oy of Shasta [ ake, 2o Clear Creek C50. U March P37, 2005 consaliation was
completed on the romaining CF ' contracts in this Lhvisions the omicscts Tor the Cenerville
Commwniey Service Arca, Shast County Seevies foes 25 - Keswick, and the LS. Forest
Service — Centimundi darioa.

Sacramienio River FHvision

O August 17, 2004 the SFW O deremuaed ibal renesang the water service cotitract would wot
likels adverse allver [sted species o | Lod the 200 districls in the [Drvisian: 48 W12, Colwsa
County W2, Coming W13, Coonty of Colasa [meledicg 7 sub-conirzcis). Iavis Wk Dhunnigan
Wl Fember WO, Kangwha W1 L Grundy WEE Ocland-Artois WO, Swony Creck W1, and
Westside W On Novemsber L2, 2009 the same conelusion wis reached for Thomes Creci W)
aril recan]irmed for Carrdng W1, and Orland-srtais W based on updared Ixhibit A maps. On
Febroany 14, 2000 the same conelusion wis reached for Prokeda WD, and on Febrosre 15, 2005
indoemal consultanan was comipleted an the coatraces for Glide WD, Kivkwond Wi Swonyford
WO LS Forest Service, and Whilney Constrgctjon, Joe.

Sorererento River Neerdemeat Costfedors

L scdadition b the water service contracts, 3EW completed consaltation on loeng-teer enew:l
ul 138 Sacramerts River Set?lement Contracts ot Februses TE 2005 On March 9, 20405 the
captistalrarion e the remewai of the Sentlermem Cogiract for the Satmmes Cenpad Muoteal Waler
Ceonnpany vy completed: on Moy (2 2005 consaliation was completed on ihye rencaat ofthe
Settlement contracts for Andersen-Cononwood irogatioo Desitwer ard by Chiy of Beddine, sl
on May 26, 2003 conguliation wis campleted o the long-termm eerewal of the water sepvice
contract for Colusa Preain Mutad Waer Cosnpany. Thess comiracts proside Sor o towad s zhou
LE mllian af o hase supply Goased on price waler nghisp encd ahoat 400,000 3 ol CVE contrae
WAL 10 the Sottlenmcnt eonciors.
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Ereita-Stendota Canzl {1300 Ui O Febeuary P50 2005% the SFWO dotenmmumed 1:al iemewing
the water servioe comtraet wowid mon ke adverse affeer listed specics in 280 the 21 disiricts i
e [ Unit Consuitation bas aise beer compheted Jor the comzuct w provisle waes oo the San
Toaguin Velerans Cemetery. Thie cantract bae the Cuy of T raes kas bavn defemed pending (he
gorcliasien al contragd nepetitions with Beclamanon

Capetra Cepsla Cgonty Water Pistricr: (n March 11 2005 (he 58WO0 completed 8 formal
consultatien and conforence on the renewal ol R loog-iem: renewal of thiz waer senvice
canalract.

Frogery Srviston, Cress Falley Ui, Hidden amd Bucharmoen i

The Fraanl |2vizion comsests of threy wpits having a toisl of fory-one water disircts: the Cross
Yalley Unit consists of eight water distcets: ansd the [dden and Buchunean Divisions, The
consulianion for iy Friang aod Ceoss Valley Division Contesstors (FWS 1-1-03-F-0R237) way
completed on Jancary 19, 20001, The VP worer delivery conoracts for the Cross Valley Unit
have never been cxecutod and the Fraant Diveslon 1 oe subject of om-ening litkeatiog that has
challenped the validity ol the Bologica opinions issucd Foe \icse water delivery corracts

Crperation and Maintenance of Central Valter Project Wuter Convepunce

The CVIMA prosramimatie bicdoica! opinics (OVELA PROD sinticipased 1nat it muy be desirable
to CoWEr SOIE apemations wed maintenanee (08 M) activitics under long term contraed renasval
hiokusical npinions (page 2-344), Pursiouom to papes 2= to 2239 of the UVIPLA PHOY and
rquiremnenls of the oiotopical epinions Tor OV F lderim Water-Service Renewal (Conracts
CLO9A. 9%, 2000, 20021, Rechunstion bas prepared sugiomal opuerations and maimignance plang
(O3 Plans) o desenbe the yeneral acd ecunine mzaintetinee and operational proseduses
Reclarnation vonpdncts an their CV P Sgilices throughon {5 litornia, Bevause Roclamzdion
sgrregated information ar defterent geographue scabes and levels ef specitteny for long term
camzacts anl tacifity aperation amd praiulenanes, the Seavice determined it way neccsgary ke
condie! separiae, bl coremrrent, Sonsuliation on aperalion and cnaintenance We meel
Reclamation’s target dates for long term contract renewal. Cn Fehruary &, 20005 SFWO Jese:] 5
biolegical opinion sovering she Q&N of the federal features in the American Biver Divisicn.
The service has alse completed cansuiation on the UM Dlans oo the Koeuezn Califorma Area
OMice (NCADE, the Centenl Calitorsia Area CHMee (CCAD], and the South Ceotral Calilmniz
Arca QFee (300 A, which includes the € raiiemy and Muirmienapce Guideimes, Inteprased
Pext Managpereint Plans, and Beclamation's Liseed Specios Mamua!, Those cansuitalions

analy god ellects vl operation ard maimerance of the VP {acilities associaed witke cotitrao
renewnis, cknar than those effecty analveed i the OO0 AP hiolegcal opirien The Service jssaeld
the bralogical opinive Bor vhie COAL oa Ferwan W 2008 Cieniee fle number 1-7 Q3-F-0038)
the bagiagical apioin far the WA an Februaes 14 2005 1Servive Gle munbey 1-1-05-10037)
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and e hiedagical opirson [or foe SCUAT on Tatrwrye 17 20035 Pseevice Tle nember 12600531
0368).

Sante Clara Valley YWater District

The Project Deseription for the 2002 joterns conract rencwn| consuliation incheted a
wonienitrrein that Hanga Clare Counly Water Léstict woekd comjlele a baological assessinem for
thelr sETesmn mainlenanee progran. The bivlogical asessnmnt was compleied and 1ne
Sgcramento Fish gad Wikdlike Qs issued o0 no Jeopardy meloacal opiniaon on o | E-year sircam
resaiateaance poermi ot Joly &, 2002 {Service Iile an. [-1-F-514)

Conservation Moasures

CVPLA workplans provide infarmation on accomplishroems of the CVPLA Flabiial Restoration
Progrem for listed species fo: 2002-2003. The statas of ofher conservation measures that arc pat
ol the ervitonoentdl baselime s contained i the infomration accompanying the resguest for
comsultaticn fAattachimem 31 Reclaturion Lus cotnmined o continued icplementaion of the
censervaTion wetions inciuded in e CVPLA programimaliy biolggical opion of 2001 (Seraee
File o L-1-98.F 51240,

Newly Eisted Species and Desigrated Critival Habitat Since the 2004
Bivdogical Opinion

Critice! Habitp — Conformance with Gifford FPinchol

This documen does nol sely an b regulaory definition of Udestmction oF adverss
madilicalion™ of critjical habitan at 3 CFR G202, Instessl, we have nelicd shon the statute and
the Aot &, 2009, Wit Cireuit Court of Appeals deaision o Gfford Piackor Task Farce v,
f20, Fist and Wildlipe Scrvice (o 03233279} ne eomprlete the section 70002 analvsis wilh
respect o crilical babiaa

Central Califorais tiger salinander Distinct Fopulation Segment {5

Stanzs: The Colifornio tiger salamandver was federal’y listed as threatened thevuphout 10s range an
Auvpust =, 2004 (69 FR 47213, This riade Aol e preposed recBesiGoeadion from
endangered wolreaened of the Santy Barbors and Sonema distioe popwision seoments (1053)
of Califernda figer salamande:, the proposed Lsiing of the Cenerad DES of the Califomia nper
salamanler 35 iheeatened. and climinaed Hsimg satos o the isdividual 100 Detailed
information abs the Central papulizion el ke deer sularmaeder can e obtained inthis
docwement. Tnothe fnal Tt rabe we alss Graliced @ special mule exempting routioe rzoching
aerivitkes from thy delinition of ake in seetien 9 of the Erdargered Specaes Act amil Seroce
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repubitions af S0CER 1730, The speciz) raie was Aralioed Inoaccardinee with secteon Hd) of
the Fndangered Specivs Act

Cdn Cptoher 13, 200w complaing was fled o the U5, District Coon for the Nonber Disoio of
Cahformis {(Conter for Bufogics? Doversiy avd Ervivareented Defone Counelf e 58 Fiad and
Wilediife Serviee er al. (U ase N, C-03 3241 Olo Augest 190 2005, 0 court arder was filed on
the abave complaind, which upheld the section A{dl rule exempting roaging raeching acuvitics
from secticn @ poolibiticns, but vacated the downlisnng of the Saaa Barbaea and Soenoma
populations and reinstated st enclangered staes as dishinet population sepments. By vacating
the downlisting al the crber two DESs, tis action also re-establisbed sepvate isting stdos for
the Clentral D5 of the Califomia tiger sehamander as threatened.

Tiper salamanders contimeye 1o be threatensd By baman activitics. Cument hetors astociaied with
declining populations of the tiger salamanduer include continued destrucbon, degradalion, and
fragenentation of habutat due o urbamzaticin. and conversion w inensive guriculare, (ther
Bactors that comiabute to the decling o ke species inelude hybodization with Ronnaiive tger
salamianders and nonnatisc predators. Iselation and fragmentation af habitacs withio many
watersheds precledes thispersal between sul-populatzons snd Jeopardized the viability of
metapepulations hroadly defined as muitinle subpopalations that oecasianally exchanie
indavichuals thoouph dispersal, and are capaile of celonizing of “rescwimg™ valingl habitat
pratches),

Caliloonia Weer salamaniler owecurs o the Coast Banpes in seatkem Sonema County, San Maieo
County south o San Luis Obispa Cootts, and aonkwestern Santa Rurbaca Couty. 1nhe
Central Walley and Sierm MNevada foothiils the soeeles s patehily disicibuted Yrom northen Yoo
{County sowthward o northwestern Ken County sml oonbem Talare and Eings Counly.

Species Deseriprion and Life Mistery, The tiger salamander is a large, siochy, lerrestrizl
sriamaader with a broad, rounded smoot. Adulis may reach a total loneeh of 207 mm (8.2 inb
Tiper salamandlers exhibit sexual dimomphise: males Terad w e Tarpes than females. Coloration
of the tger saiamander is white or yellowsh markings gpams black. As ulahz, diser
galurmanclers wnd e bave the crezory vellow w white speiting on the sides with mech less on e
top, whereas other Hper samanders have brighter yellow spotting with more on the top The
epps of tper salamander are wsualhy 1and sinply or i smaall classe:s of twe g four, whereas the
oasterm dipey salanander davs epgs in larpet globutar or abigny masses consisting of fomn 23 w
110 ezps (Bishap 1943, Swhbbins 19620,

Tiger salamanders require both wetland aed adjacent upland habita to complers theic Tefe eyele
UShunfleer of cof THY30. Dunmg the raioy season theer salenanders breed in wetlands, where their
aquatic lanvae camplete their developmen: and metmombuesis Al the soset of the dey season
revetarbarphioscd usemiles and adulls terees? o bursows innearby uplands and enter estivation (o
slate of dormaney ar mactivily in response o o, dey weather). Fach vear brecding salamanders
migrate back and forth Reiw s their unland estivation nabital and werland breeding habiho
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Wernzl poals are importat Calitona tiger salamander breeding habitar in the Cenerzl Valey,
Soutbem Ban Joaowin Valley, aod Senoma County, Stock ponds have becorne iropoctars
bresding hubital v the Bay Ares, Coust Ranges, and Sanea Barbara reeions, lergely due to
estruction of vernal pool habdat i these regisng

Tioer salgianders spend mweli of their adult 12ves inosmall miancnal hureow s, parccolarly those
o gronrd squirrels wad pocket pophees (Loredo and Yar Varen 19656 Trenham 19984). During
SUBTCT estivation, fieer salomanders appareniby cat very Title, but they may einetpe (rem
exlivation 10 feed duriag cocl, moist nights (Shatfer ecel 1993) Botween Nasentder and
Jazary, e Tirst beancy full ard wirter rains proomgd adules o eoerpe from the beows ae ripht,
feed, and igrate o the procding ponds (Storer 1925, Stebhing 19835; Shafler or af 1993, Loredo
and ¥an Vuren [9%6; Trenham 1949801, Mipradion disiznees betwoeen estivation aend bresding
sited vary widely. wish moss ehsereations ranging Yrom 100 w60 an (330 s 5280 1) (Ausin
and Shafter 1992; [[unt [998; Trenhoon | Y9%al.

Factors Affecting Population Size, Fepulatiors ol tiger sadiomamders Hkedy Juctsne from yeas
W vear, When condizioms are fivocable, the tiger salamanders may expericnce exiremel hiph
eales of repraduction and thes peodece Tasge munbers of dispersing voeng with 3 coneetitant
wercasy i the number of evcupied sites [nocontrast e sulainander popularions nay
tetnpozarily dececose inan area when conditions are stressiul {# g droughe). Noneative predarars
auch ay b [frags, mosguitedish, sunbish, catfish, and bluesml] may eficet local popuation st oy
diminishing or eliminating Califenia tiper salamander Taevae tn islividual pomts. Conteol of
burrawing manmmals also gy affzer loval popolaton size of Califamia Geer salamander by
destroying ¢stivation hubitat and possibly estivaling salomanders, Lifime reproductise success
tor Californaa and other tiger salgmanders is lows the mectonisms For recruitment depend on
nurnergus fastors, ingluding migration, wreestaal survivel. and populaion leeaover. whose
imeraction is not well understoond ¢ Trenhem 9B U 3hoogks that repeealizctive ouput
sl vedrs 15 oot sutficlent wooamtain populations, swhich suppestis that the specivs royuiresy
ogcasional Larpe bresding ovems o present extlrpation { | eenbam e of, 20001 With such low
TecTuit Mgt st popLEtions sre suseeptinie o anusis], randomly occaTing walorad eveots
as well ax drom human-cavsed factors that redoce breeding suceess snd individaa! survisal,
Fuctors that sepeatedly lower hreeding suecess e salved vernal pools or ponds can guckly lead
o localiaeil exiirpatjon,

Histarics! Misiribution. Historically, the tiger sslamander inhanised low clesation grssizod
aa] gak savanna plant coanteties ot we Central Valley, adjazent foothills, aod the inner Coast
anpes in Califeio (Saerer 1925 Shadler e af. Y993 from sea evel ap to absnts 1500 [eer
Aleog (e Cowgl Rangres of Cadifomin, the smecies sceemmed feome e Santa ok area ol Sonoma
Covnly sonth e the vicingy ol Buelion @ Santa Fachaeo Couniy, [ the Central Yalles and
sarraending foothulis, the spesies oecureed from norhern Yels Covoty (Duamgan) 2id sowhern
Hutte Conanry scothoocard 10 nathwestem Eern Coundy ard posthers Talare Coupty.
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Reasons [or Decling and Threats te Survival, A promane cause of the deelene of 1he California
tiver salarnander is the conversion of habitat for urbas ad aygricndorad acnviges (8 Wake in fins.
1992 T, Jones o fee, 1902 Shofer of end 1893 125, Fish and wildlife Scvice 200sb, CNDDB
2000 Seme of the largesn reroamng sulpopalations are inaeas severely thnoened By now
uran developmert, including the Livermote Valiew, Suna Clarg Valley  and Feesna areas. dn
addivion o disecy ks al Tusdital, the wadespread conversion of Tand o residential and apricubiarn,
weers has frapreated haimn throusghout the runpe of the tiger silumander and has isolated
remaining populiations (ShadTer e o 19930 Urban cttects include hownsing, commereial. anil
industrial developments; road constrection ard widviing; salf course eonsttaction il
mainlenamee; rash dunping, lodfil operation ansd expansion: acd specaion of gravel ininey and
QLATT:ES,

Apricaliyral eilect: mebade diseing and deep-rippivg, and guliivation, plaming and omnoenance
of row erops, orchards. and vicesands, Flistorically, approsinaters 1559 million acres of vatley
and eozsia] prasslands bhie oak feothill pine. valier vak, or mixed haedwind locls (Kechler
1988, existed. Urhanization ansd Intensive agocobiuee have chiminated virualiv all valles
graseiand and oak savanna habitat frosm the Centud Valley Noor, Cugreomdy heee ate amout L
mullion acres where the liger salamander potetdial [y s still extanl

The relative boss of babnat bas been cver mose extreme with oespect w0 vernak ools, the kastoric
brecding habitar o the tiger salemider. Roainicg vemal poul complexes are pow Soapmnged
and reduced inares. Whete vemnal pools remain., they ace odten distorbed and depraded by
draimage modification. vvergrasing, ORY use, ton-nauve plant invasien. rash dempine. road
cenistrction, and wrhan develoament {Jones and Sokes Associates 19387, TS, Fish and Wildlity
Serviee 19904, Keeler-Woll er al. 1998)

Whle the Calitornia tiser sslamamler does Tred sueeesstulis an swockpoads. they often are
poore: habitat for tger salamanders than nutucal veroal pocsls. By dropeciods may Be so sloer tat
larvae gannot metamorpheose, o 50 long dhut peedatory ish and ballrops (Rarg cateshefena) can
colenize he pand (Slialer er al 1983, Sevmonr and Westphal 1994). Exticpation ot & tiper
sahamunder ocourmence 15 kel if Qish are introduced (Shalter gr o, 1993, Sevmour and
Westplal 14941,

A number of ponraive species have gdvensely allected the Califvemia siger zalamander through
predation and competition A swong pegatise commelasion exists hetween bulillrog preseace and
tger Sulamander presence {Shafter ef af, 1995, Sevmour and Westphal [994), Morey and Guien
C19%2) documened o shatt i amphibian communiy cemprsition g a vermal pool cample, with
salemanders beemning prapocticonally Less sbundart as balifrees inereased 10 mamber. Western
mesquitefish (Cremnbresia affnixd have also Lkely adyversely affected tige sadeenaaders via
predation and competition. Loreda Preodeville eraf (1990 failed w find any e salamaniers
mhabitiag pords eootinininge mesquinsdish. Abour 54U local mesouie abatement districss plant e
fusk: threuhow the st d3orce fa Jep 1599400 W iLd pigs (N scradan bave bl poonounced
negative ceplopical offects on iger salamanders (W aizhroan g @l T Datrienentad of e of
wild pips melads beth predation and hadica moditeation,
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A number of ether son- native spevies bay e either Been directly inglicaled in predation of tiger
satarnender of appedr t have e potential ot seche Toteodoctions of laroemouth bass

§ Mecraprerus sefmmoides), blucgil) (Loporic maorechivns ) caitish (fetefuras sppd, and fashead
muinnews QPeephales promelas) kel elioinated teer salamanders from soveral breeding, sites
ity Hanky Bachaza County (105, Fish and Widtide Senvice 2000b). Non-eative sunfisn, eatfish.
and bullheads § fareivres spp ) have been aed sl are widely planted in ponds in California for
spartfishing Cray fsh { Pocifovneens, Oreonectes, il Procusbaras s ace also keown o prey
on Cabideria new? epps and lamow, despite tosing they praduee 1 Gamradt and Kats 1996

|ke mest smphibians, tiger salwnandees inkaba bath aovatic and werrestrial habitas gl bfferent
stires o thelr e cvele, Therelare, they are exposced o both aquanie and tereesteial petluancs
due we theic highis pemneable skin (Blavsein and Wake 1990). Chlan:d ather comanuants from
road munaff have been dutects! in posds and binked to dic-of1s of aod deformisivs insiger
salamanders wd spadefoot voads (eaphicpes fammronedich as wel] as Jdie-offs of imverebrates
thian oz gt of btk species’ prey base (5, Swegl, in ling, 1943

Cueing 2001, the 23 counties where tiger sulamanders occur used over 1053 midlien pounds of
pesticides (Califomia Depertment of Pesticide Begulation [otermet website, December 2007,
siomie ot which arc exteomely sone g0 aqualic ergarisme, including ampbioians and the
orginisms on whick thes prev, Some of these pestcides. suzh as ehloropyfes. malathion, and
endosuilin ave cholenestorase bilhitors. Redeced cholenesierise activity has been linked 1o
uncgrrdinated swimming, increased vilnerabilioy @ peedation, depressed growth. and increased
morality in dpoles (Berrill of of, 1998, Bridges: 1997, de lamas of ol 1983 Rosenbawmn of of
¢ 9BE, Sparliop e ol 2001 Even when tosic or detectable amounts of pestivides are 6oz deund
1 hreegling ponds or prousndwater, salawnandess may sG10 be afTemiel, partioularly By chomicals
applicd dorimg the mipratton end dispersal seasons. Sparling of of (20007 examined pesicide
usage and armphibian (faag anad Srite spp.) poptlasion declines in Calitetaia and provided
evidener that pestivides are msirwmentad in declioes of these species.

Widespread conleod of ground squirtels and pecket gophers may pose aosipnificant threar to the
tiger salymander. Crraneod squicce] comeal 1 done b teapping. shaoting. fumigation. toxig
(Inchadivg anlicoaguiany baits, ang habitn medification, meiudng Jeep-ripping of Lureow ateas
FLCIES indermet webaite, Jamuasne 0031, Crouand sacirrel and pockes supher contrel may have
the drufirect ctivet of teducing e ouimber ¢ upland bumows availiable o specifis tper
calamander subpopilations (arelo-Prencdeyille el 195900,

[apht w maderate livestack (cart’e, shecp, wod oy ses] granng s penerally thouplt o e
compatible with contineed sucoessdiol wse ol raopelacls by the Weer salama:der. provided 1he
grized arcas do et alsa have intensive hurrowing radent control ¢Buns 1, Jores, o e 1993,
Shadler er af 1993, 5, Sweel pors conun, 19%8, Shalfee ang Trenbar, pers, oo, 20605). H
mrIrE AL shodler vegelatuon, prazing may otke 2oces owee suitahle fr ground squicmls
whoga burrows are #xsential oo wger salamandorns.
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Conservation Needs. Conservation of the Culitorma tizer salaeander gegaires a five-pronged
approsch: (1) maintaining i cugzen? genele soruciuee acress the speeics” range: (2 mainlaining
the carrent geoeraphie, clevat:onal, and svvlegicul diswibaion, {3 prawecting e kydroleey anc
waler yualicy ol hreeding poals amd pords, (4] retainioyg or previding dor connectivity etaeen
brecding losations for penctic exchange aud recalamnsition. arc (5 proteceang sufficrent barrier-
tree upland habitar around eacl: orecdime Jecation 1o allew for sedlicient soevivas aed recraimen
1y e ain a Teeesiizg popolation over the laoe term. Specifie aelions thit help meet these goaly
ineiude, bat are nan imised 1o, protectivn, reswotation. ard manapenent of Licee blocks of
contipwouy quatic and terresiciz] habilat monageinent of stock pords o efimman of reduce
poputations of oomative predators; elnminution of ponnativye tyer salamansders and tiede by bruds;
and redocen expesure 1o eonlaninants, parizeuisz]y in the voloerable imal sloges

Statuy af the Central DES of the Californie Tiger Selqmander in ithe Aotion Aven

The 2004 intetir renesal bielopreai opinma neluded o contderenee opinion o the efeos of
imerim conlact senewal an (e then proposed Centoad Thistinc Popalation Sepmeni of 1he
Culiformia tiger salamansler, W berebs Dneorporate by reterence thas cotiference opimeon and
adop 1t as our biclogical epiiion for the 2006 10 2008 muerim comtract Tenewals Foar the Cross
Walley Tonit and be SCY WD, The Caliterpia tiver salamander nes been documented i the
senvice atcd of the folicwinp inlerim contrauiogs:

s Cross Wabley Ui County of Tresio, Hills ¥alley 115, U Valiew 1)
s Banla Clara Valley Water Lrstrict (SCVW IR

Avcording W inlemnation provided in AllacInoent & of ke wifeemation aceonpan ing
leelamution s regucst for consuitation, Innd use wilinin most of the service wreas of Interim
contracters with Califarma tipet salamnder reconds nuave been fairy staole for the pedod Toom
1993 to 2000, with the exception of the SCY WL which showsd an invrease of 1338 seres of
erbun Jands (chanped [roem imigated aaricullure, grassling, arsd socdloel); amd an imerewse of 38
senes of grassland (changed fromy immigated aggealiuce amd shrebland).

Critical Habilat

Lo devermnining which afeas 1o desigoate a5 critica! harilat, the Semvice considers those phvsical
- L= -

andd Biowepical teatiney Ut ane dhsenlia Lo species’ consees aion and that may regnize special

mend gement considerations ot protestion (50 CTR 429 12 b,

ITe Service required o Dist the known prinars consiiuent clenwents waeher with the ceitizal

hishirar deseriptinn. Such phvsicad ol misslowienl feateres neiode, bt are ror Bonted w, the

Fedlavacmmy:

1. space for irdividual and pogouation geoacth, and Tor womzal bebuyvior:

2. teod, water. 2ir bl ounerals, o0 other nomitenal oc phvsiologics] ceawresiwenes:
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. power O skt
EN sites $n broesling, reproducton. cearing of allspring. geonination, of sevd dispersal, aed
3. senezally, habitas thal ace proteerad from distucbanse or are represenistive of the bisioric

goopraphical and coalopioal distibulions of g specics.
Vernal Poad Fadny Shrimp Crivicad Wabiare

W desipnated crical babial for vernal pool Gaicy shrinso on Awggast 11, 20005 (00 PR 3469343
A otatad af 397 R3] swres was destpnated i Jackson Counry, Oregon: and Adamedz, Amader,
Bute, Contr Costn, Fresng, Glenn, Kings, Sadesa, Maciposa, Meeced, Monterey, sapa, Flacer.
Sacramento, ¥ Bence, San deaquin, San Luls Obispe, Sueta Rarbar, Shastis, Salino,
Stanislaug, Telimy, Tulare, Ventyry, md Y uba countics, Califomin,

Primgry Constiineal Elemenis (FOES)

b desigrating critisal habital lor Saeramenta Chrewd grass, slender Cecirt 2rags, vernal poal
tadpale shrimp. and veral poel Gary shinmp. e Servace idenidiod the prman constitueo
elements essential to e corsenvation of these four vemal pool species, These fealones
consrinule o the [ling and drving af the verpal pool, mamndan seialde penod of poo!
inendation, and maintain water guatity and snil moitture W enabie eac species o compieie 1
Life eyvcle, T hese features include, bat are not lmiled to, the restrictive underlving s Davers thot
perch wates ber extetded poeieds ob line, e surface sails associated with each snedies, and the
topogrAphy ol capiures qrd defivers water o te verpal pools temsehes.

Criticul habitals tor vernal pool tary shoimpy posscess the fallovwing pearcdey constiteent elemens

{PLC T

1) Terpographic features characterzed by a moarnd and aieamoand comples wathin g matrix of
surmaending nplands that resuil in contiouous]y, or intemmiiems, Dewimy aurtuce waler in (he
dearcssion fearuees, includioge $wales, connevting the pouls deseribed m PO 20 and which
provide For dispersal and poomote Tiscleopocriods of adeguate bength in the pools.

A1 [hpeessionad fvatures, ineloding solated vemal poads together with anderlsime resiriotive sol
lavers, that become inandated duarisg winder rains and thas contenuonsly hold water i atl bur the
driesl vears

aj for o manimam of 8 dave (Helm [5908): therebe prosidiog sty water [or
ncubalien. maturzion, end repreducion; or

by ar whose setls are sazrared fr 3 poraod Jotn cieiol: 10 prinode derrination.
fowering, mul seced produstion of predorminanly somoal native settard species, and wpdcally
excludy both native and noenative uplond plants, A% Gwese fewtooes ame imuncdiaeed on o seasonal
Basis they oot promieds the developeneat of oilzpats weland vegetaton hahitats tepieai of
permancntiy foeded enperpent wetlmagls.
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3 Sewcces of fowd in the pools, expected to be detrites sontribuied by overlzond low from the
pacls’ watershed, or the resulis of bialoical jrocesses wikhin B pocls themselves. sueh as
sinilo-celled bacieria, algae, and dead orpanie maliee, o peavide for Peegline

d1 Stnzciuee witlen the o described i '0E 20 consisting or ereanic and itoresnic materials
stech A jiving andd desd plaots from speoses adaried Lo scasenally bodated ehyviromuents, eacks,
and other mergare debris thag may de washed, Blown, or ethenwise tmsported inlo the gz,
that prowvicle shelier.

Comyarvation Function af Ovigeal Floabees

Feather than designale every arw containing POy, we desiprated only those areas which
available cvidetce clearly demonstrated were esseniia) o the conservation of thy species. Arcas
for which evidence available gt the nime was less cerain were not icluded. althowzl we belicve
these aress are imporan! 1o the specivs and we may icelade then in futuee recovery plans.

o our fina? deteriminatson of c1ibeal hatutat for vemal pool fuinye shomp, we detenmaned than
areas essential by the consenvaiion of the species represeint at least ooc o3 1he foilowing:

17 the geapraphic ranpe of the species,

2y the ecological distrirucion of the species, with the peroose of maintaining e full cange of
hatsizal 1vpes and thamgeteristics in which the species 15 founrd:

3} areas necessay to allow movement of ovsis, pollen, and sceds betwern ureas reproseniative
al' lhe geagrapiic and ecolopical distabuiion of e spegics, and to accerunedate their unigue
lite bastory thal may imvolve seil dormancy a8 ousoor seod for decades:

47 areas with the larpest oaftagmested vernal pool complexes or whick alecady possesy a
measnre af pealegtion,

Nty of Verna! Pool Fainge Sheimp Crisicof Habital i the Aciten dree
Cinit 245 and B, Madeny Unet, Mowlers angd Fredpo couseivs (28950 ac)

I'iis undl occurs within Cross Valicy Unil County of Frosne service ares, Land use change
information prosded by Beclanuiion in Atiachoent 6 of (he informstinn gocompanying the
reytiesl lor cansehaion indicates relaisely stabfe land use in his iReonn comracior serviee arca
Delween 2093 and 20000 The unil consists of two subunits (432481 md is [ncated berween
the Fresne River and San Jozaun River, This unin was known 1o be occupied by vernal pool
Taicy shrimp an abe 1ime of Msting. 15 currently cocupicd, end conteins e Jollow g veenal poal
and azsocialed apland featwres ihat are cssensial for the comseno ation of the species; moned and
rter et topedraploy (PO T, PCE 25 wathin o mateas of soneunding vpland dabitat which
provide fer cvst dispersal and sdegoate posl hydropeciols, snd vermal porsl welined Seatures
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wirhin 2 enairas of upland habitat which provide fir food, skeler. parebang, growik, ad
reprerlicticn (PO 3 POT 30 This wenin sepeesenis hesdpan versal pood compleses composed of
nemerous Xl poals and swales on mima meamsl wperpraphe O lolasd 1998, Kealor-Walf erai
CHOE, CNINM 2O Speviad moacapemnen comsidorations within this uail include: bebiln
conversion 1o u ban wses of indensive aericulirg, byvdeoleygie disripeio:s o moditicalions which
ey distirbr wernzl poal Babias and resieter o issiole verral poa! tadpede shrimp distmbntive,
managenment of grazing animals, management of vff-road recrealional vehicles, and comirol of
irvasive plant species.

lntanyation provided in Anschmnent & of the infurmeation swowmpaiving Heclamaion s requees
[ty comzsultation, dard wse within the Coonty oF Fresoo showed no chanes in acsepe within all
Iand use categories between 195 and 2000, We are aware of clunges that Iuve ascumed since
then in the area 1o the gouth and easo of Mallertonr Lake @ Fresne Service Area 934 where
grossland has been converted 10 wrhan uses inthe Boighton Oresdevelepment.

Linit 27, Pixley Loy, Tdare Cony {13,463 as)

Tinis vl oecurs withine the Cross Valley Unin Pixley leriganion Tisarier. aod use change
infontlicn provided by Reelamateon :n Alachmerd & of the infoamuione accompanyving the
reguest Tor consultation iedicates celulnvely stabhe Jand use in this Wterim coniractor senvice area
Bebween 993 and 2000 The anit gonleaing Towe sabunies 2T7A-2700) aond (5 localed sown of the
Cities of Lian%rd ztd Lemoore, north of the Cits of Wasco, and cast of the Oy of the Tulars,
This umit was known Lo he oseuplied b verral pasd Gttry shrionp aunhe lme of Gsting, a5 cueeently
nccupicd, and contaies dhe following vermai pool and sssocined upland feolures that are caseniial
Jor the comsers ation ol the speekes: mound amd intee-mnoued opograghy (PO 1, POY 2) within a
makrs of sumcending upland habita which presvide B evst dispersal and adeguane poal
hydroperiods, and veooal pood weiland femeres withn a matrix of upland habitat which provide
fur focd. sheher, harching. gresath, sl cependaction (POL 3, PCE A1 This arca peposents U
sertthern extent of vemal pool Biry shrimp range sl the cestern inargin af the {eniral Yalles,
ard 15 the Larpest contignaaus verat poo? hakit io this region {H and [998; SO0 2601,
Special management eoasideiaions withm s sail inciode: kabitsd conversion to wbin sses or
nreiskve aticuliore, hydroloeic Sistapiioms of modifications which may diswerl vernal pool
habitas ancd resizic or sedaty vemeal pood ulpale shefinp dslabotion, mzmagement ob graziong
animale, managsment of off-read receestionad vehicles, and control of invasive plant species.

lafurmation provided ire Anachnwert & ol e inforaetion aocempaving Recianalions raguosl
tor consuilatien, bnd nee within the Pisley freigation Distriet showed an mercase of 88 avres of
urkan bands (chanmed From irviested azriculiaec]; 2 comeersion of 13 acnes of grasstand w
iernptated agviculure; aod an gddittanl 240 agres ai deyland agriculiure {Jrom Brigated
arngcnliure) butween 1993 and MO0
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Critical flabitae for tre Central Poprdation of the € alifornia Tiger Salumander

W desipnased (Y9107 aerey pF eritica dabntat for the contral popelstion of 1the Calilomia Vger
salaenander on Aagust 23, 26033 (70 FR aR38h m Alameda. Amador, Calaveras. Contra Costa,
Fresoo, Ko, Fings, Mader, Magsiposa, Meseed, Monterev, Sactamenta, Sam B, San
Townquiny, Sz Luis Obispe, Sana Clara, Solane. Stacislaus, Twaee, amd ¥ olo Countics,
California

W kave recognized focr poopraphic rewions oot eritical habikn éesignation - the Central
Valley. the Sowbern San Jesguin. the Last Bav, and e Centeal Coast. §he Califemin tger
salamander i hiphly straciered eencticaliv, gnd the Faur peoprophic revions repoesent duis
genetc stnaeture within the central population. Maintermotes of this geneils strueione js gsseniiy’
o the comservation of the Cenmral popalation of the Callfecoda fizer salamander (70 FR 493800
The designated critical habitar is Pesigaed to provide essenifal aquatic and ualand habitar foy
salamandurs to mintain populations over ke lomg ermn in each ol the foar gesamphic regies.

Based on our current koowledge ol the hke aistons, pielegy, snd ecology of the Central
papulation of the Califrnia tiger szlamander, and the celatiooshbip of it essential 2ife Bt
Tunctiony Lo its hahitat, we have ilenified the tellewmg primany constiuent clemenis:

1) daaurie pabin. Sunding bodies of fresh water Gneloding notural amd manmade {ey., sieck)
poads, vernal posiz, and ether ephemueral ar peemanest water bodies which typically support
inurdation dueig winter raing and kold water for 2 mininem of 12 weeks in g vear of gverign
rainfall. This PCE provides space, Inod, and ciner csserial qo support reprocuction and o
susluin early [1be Distary suages of lanval and juverile Calitermia tger salarmamders before they arc
capahle of surviving in upland babitats. LDesing periods of drought or below-average raindall.
these agquatic habitats mavy nol hold water lung enough for indiveduals o coriplee
melamarphiosias howeser, these sites sull would be constdered vesential because they consiatate
Irrecding dabitat in vears of average rainfall.

fran: breeding ponds that comain small marmmal Baresss or oher widecereund habial that ane
essential to Califoria tiger salamanders for food, shelter, and protection from the elewents aad
predation. This PUE pravides space tor swveniles aid adults 1o disperse and w fomgee, and

underpround refiagia B protecion from dessicanen and predaors. and in which they can fecd.

33 Borrier-free disperseal hofnage. Accoss:kle upland dispersal habit belween vcoupied
locations tha: allows for movement beraoen such sites, The tbnd MCE provides habatat esscntzal
fur California sigrer salamandus o move Srecly across the landscupe insearch ol aguatic
brieding hanitat and other aplaml habiraes, TAspersal habim s cssermial tor the Califorua teer
salamarder o maimsadin gene Qow and 1o recolonize sives i may hecoms exirpated. Fasentiz]
dispersal kabiwis genera|ly consist el apland areas ad acent o essential squatic habitats that ane
aal isafabed frem sgquatic habitas by horriers thot salamanders caonat cross. Aoeiciiieeal lands
sach s row crops, erchacds, vinevards, and pastires do nol eonstitore barriers for dispeesial
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belween Locanets within W7 miles of cach otber. o distuney which has been predicted would he
Likuely o capture 99 percent of interpon merceieent oF areeding aduils (Treniam pers, Bomm,
20014 i T FR 49580

Sratuy ef Cretierel Hofiiar for Cafifrnfe Tiger Salimanider fo the Aclion Arga
Southern San Jonpein Valles Chevsrrapbisc Mewion Lot 7 Nocthoast Freso 0901 ac)

This weit is lovated in the service ared of Crass Walles Umil contracior Caunty of Fresno, Luns!
use change information provided by Reclsmunion in Avachnwent § ufthe iformasion
accomparying 1he request for constlation ndicates relutively sahle land use nthis meein
contractor servise ared between L8993 and 20000 T his untt is Tocsted northesst of Fresno,
southrwest of MiMeaer Lake, east of Friant Basal, ol gereralis wes! of Acadoay. [t represenis
the Huowshern Saevra Footkills vemal pool resion within Tresne Cowaty, the northern end of the
Southern San Jenquin Gepgrphie Regan. and the southem ponion of the speies” distribation in
the San Joaguin Valley, This enit comains all three of the POE 2od 5% exTiLed oocurrenees.
Thruats that require special management include urban developrem and cotstruciion of
gusaciated infrsingTuze, ipcluding roady, and ageicultural conversion. This unit s exsuntial by
the cotservation of the Californes tliger sulamunder becawse it is nevdad o mainiaio te carpet
geaggraphin and veologicad distribution of the species e Southern San Joaguin Valley
Creopraphic Wegion.

[nformation prosided in Adiichment © of the infemsjon accampanying Beclamation's roguest
for comsuliaion. Jand wse within the County of Fresne shosaed no change in sereage within all
land wse categories Bebween 1993 and 28, 'We are aware of chanpees that ave gecurmed sinee
then in the areu 1oothe soutk and @ust of Milenon Lake o Fresoo Scrvice Area 239, wheee
grasslaed bas been comsenieed o urben wses in by Brighon Ceest develapmen,

Soutinern San Jeagquan Valley Chepeaphic Region Lnis 3a and 38 16y YValley Unit. Fresco
el Tubace Cowrnties (4,181 o)

This wnit weeues widkin the Cross Yalles Uit 110s YValles Yeeigabon [nsteics aned Toi-Yilhey
Wister Disirict. Land use ehange mformation pros ided by Reclamation in Autachment 6 o he
mtarmaion accompanyng the request Jur consularion indicates neatively stable land wse i this
IALETI LOmIractor semiee ared betweon Y93 and 20000 TTus wist 1 loeated sowl of S
Flighowoe 180, wenerdly west of Georee Smith ol Sarsl Creek Risads, oorth of Cueis Mountain,
ad easl of Cove Boad. [ represents the seothills of coabwest Tulare Counv, the Southern
Sizera Foathills vermal pool replan, and the soutleasterns parmion of the species” distribution o the
Sonther Sun Joagpein Valley Cieopraphic Zepion amd rangewde. This unin containg all 1beee ol
the PCTs and five extant occurcences. Threals that reguire special manggeinent ing e weban
develupient and constrocnion of associated infrasuuciure, ineluding roads; 2rd agricwiiaeal
conversion. This bait is essendial B dhe conservative af the Caldfsria lgee salimander beciase
it 3% needed o maintain the eurrent peogrinhwe and eeological disiribation ol the species in e
Seuiher: San Jogguin Valley Geegzaphic Region,
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Infunmation provided it Attachiment 6 of the intdrmation accomnpany g Reclamarion™s request
fiar corsalianion, Leed e within the 100 Valley Fropation Dhsaricl showed ne chang: in acreage
within azl Jard use categorivs between £593 and 20000,

Fast Hay Creearaphie Heaing
Sani Clara Courty Ui 3, 5,06 7 R W e aned 1660 L1 1239450 were s

Thaese wnies accur wetkdr: the OV place of wse for the SEYWIL The comieal habiat unis in
Santse Clary County represent the noeth cenerad pomtion ol the Calizerni tiger salunsander s
distribution within the East Day Geagraphic Regien. Speci ccslogical regions reatescente
incude e Livermore mud Central Coast vema! poo regions, These anis represent a unigue
combination of punetic, gealopicsl, geaurapho features that are necgmacy 10 conseovg (e
Centrzl population of the Calitormiz figer salamader. Thew are essential o meintam the genee
structice of the salarander, and the geograpiic and eculayical distribution of the salamander
poth in e East Bay Geegraphic Reyion and the entive range. Land ownership of these units is
nrinapily privale with the eagepiion of 2767 actes of state lands vweed by thie Liniversny of
Califoernia. Aceording 1o ntormation provided o Avachment 6 uf the mismmatiorn
accorepanying Reclamadion's soguest for consubtation, Lo wse witlie: the SUVWTY showed an
mmyrgasy 01 1,338 acres of webhan Lunds (ehaoged trom arrigated agnzuliure, prasslamd, and
woodland ) and 2o Ineresse of 33 acres of gressiacd |changed from ioneated apricaltuce and
sheabland ) botween FYOS and 2000,

Proposed Critical Iabitat for the Califoraia Red-Fepzad Frog

We proposed 737,902 neres of eritical karvitar oz tbe Calilommia red-legecd frop on Navember 3,
2005 M FR 669003 i 23 Cadifornia countivs.

Frimary Camstituent Elemengs (P

Dased ar: vyt curtend kngw ledoe of the Lt history, Biolowy, sod seolapy of the Caliloraia 1ed-
legggentd frone, and 1k relutionship of its casential hic history furctiens o its babitat, we bave
identifiedd the Tollawing prioary constituert elements:

1t Aquinic Mieeding Mabarat, Bssendal beeading haideat is defimed as standing bodics of [1esh
waler (with salizitics Joss than 7.0 pars per thousened). inelwding nataral and manmade ponds,
siow Ty ing streacas g poals within streans, and other epheresal or permanent water bodics
thar typicaily feconse nomsbne:d during wicser raies and heid wates fora ioinibuoe of D3 weeks
inall ket the driest of vears, Thie ameen? of dow woak] alsy the Fop o compiels M aguatis
pertion af is dife eyele

2¥ Mon-hreeiling Aguatic Habita Esseniial noa-bresding habian isdeBoed as frech waies
habalats as deserined in (1) above whick ouay or may not hald water g enough for the
submnecios W dach acd complens s aguane Nfeoveie which prodcides shelter, Soraging, preditor
Ansidance, and aguastic dispersyl babital for jevenile and adolt Califomia 2ed-legped froos. Other
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vedlund babia which wonddd b inclivsl i 1bas PUE wonnd 1eeiade. bt would mod b icaited o,
plunge peels within inerouiwent crecks, sseps, qeied waber refipia during bigh waler ftows, nd
sprimps of sulbicizor fow e withsiand the summer dov peried,

31 Upland Mhenitat Fssentiai upland bobite s defined s upland avcos withie 208 feet of the
surreunding? sguaiic habitar comorised of variows vegetalivnal seeies tuch a3 grasslands,
wadkllands, or welland or aparcian plant species. Upleed habital inchades noturad or masntle
stpmelages sueh as the spaces uader boulders er rocks, arpanic debras such 25 downoed trees o
logs;, 2sricultural features and ieht constraeien debais suen as diins, watering troughs;
shandened sheds, or wnder stacks of i, brash piics, or other vepstation.

41 Dispursal Flabing Essembd clispersal habita i detimed as acesssable upland o wettand
habitat within desipnated critical babiinn amits and between occupivd iocatiors within 0.7 miles
ol vach viher that ailows Tor masvement pelveen such siles. Disoersal hahida includes vartous
barrter-frew natneal pabitals and aitered hahitars suchoas agricaleeal fields, Dispesszl bareiers are
such things as heavily wreveled roads (Vos and Chardon 194987 tha possess e bridges or
calverts. [ispersal habilal dovs not neclude modesabe b high dersiiy wewn or adusins!
evelopments with lurge expanses of asphalt ar concrele, and Jarge pesenvolss over St acees,
which do not contain FCE L2 or 3. Acceasidle dispersal kabita? provides opportunitics for (i
rrvenient and establishroent of hoome rmges by jovenale reeruits; (b maintaining gene flow by
the movement of juveniics and adults betwecen subpopularons; and (] recolonizalion of breeding
hanitat aftet lecal extivpations.

Comsepvation Function of Oeiical Hohitar

Kanher tha slesigrate every area eontaining PO we designared onlv those arsas wlich
avalubie evidence clearly demonserated] were cisential fo the comsereation of thy species, Arcas
fon which cviderce availtable ar the tate was less cerlaie were nol included, altheuzh we belicve

therse argas ang impanan: 10 e spegivs aegd we may include thems i foore recovery plans,

In vt propeess) o desipoale crtica] babiin for the Caizlirmia redelepged feop. we detennined that
arcas cssendial 1 e cotservation of ehe specics represerd provide the fellowing

L] macntain tae curreat geopsgie, elevational, and ceological destnburion of e subspecies:
21 mamiain ke current populpion sioecluze senoss the suhspockes” rapee;

A1 rewin or provide for conneetivity between breeding siles at allosss for ibe contineed
exislence of viahle and essemial metapapalations, despote uciuations an the stais of

subpopulanioos;

4} large biocks of ocoupled habital, representing soerve papuialiams o unique ceoelogical
charactertsics and
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A1 seffictent waluml habitar aroand each breeding lecanon 16 ol lew survival and receaitmens
siffretent to maintain 2 breeding populalon over the Lo weno.

Sravis af Proposed Critical Habiiar for the Californin Red-Lopged Frog fn the Acifon Areq

STC-YA pndd 1B, Sants Clare Coeniy (37, 78S acees)

T hese anits e within the UV place of wse for the SCVWTY The criticnl habital wnins io
Santa Clara County provide conpectivity butween papalations awng the coast and inland. and
represetid the specics desteibutian in the northern pertion of the ceetoal coast Lamd ownerskip as
primanaly privige, bt inclieded withio these anie is 27 985 acoey of sta1e lands in Henny Coe
State Park and 8,384 of loca] governmian Led. Acconling to ifetmaion provided o
Adlachrieat 6 od the informatiet accampanying Reclonation™s reguecst far consollation, Jand wse
within the SCY WY showed an increase of 1,358 acres o urbaen lamds (changed fram oapmed
apricahiure, grassland, aond wosland); apd an dnercase of 38 acres of prasslend {changed from
urigated agricelture and shrubland) between 1993 and 2000

Effects ol the Pruposed Action and Cumulative Effects Tor Species and Critical Hahilat Mot
Addressed in Previows Biolegical Opintons

This brological opiben analvzes the reasorably fervsecable effects ol implementalion ot the |3
LRI vt cotdracts over o period of 1w vears, from the year 2006 through 2008, Refer to
the Introduction for 4 discussion of the relnianship o this coosulianino to relned Beclamativa
aciions that also requare consuliarion.

Koy Assumptions

Recawse aof the coanplex history ag well ox the comples present cbyieonmettal and sepnlatary
context of Toterim Water Condract renewils, and becawse this wetion is neared 10 4 ounsher of
other Boclamatiom actio. the Service has Bad 0 make a ember of assumptiong abour kely
fature events and context of the intenm wesewal actn, While wor exhaustive, the follawing list
ol key assumptions has Been contrel to our elTeets anaivsis and Tnshinges of o jeopandy. As sach,
loe sahing af any key sssumption shoeald he considered reason Far peinitiatiog consultetion on the
20062008 [nteraim Water Convact renewals. The Seevive assumwes the follewing:

£¥ e qesponze teoseveral propesed highsway peojects preposed by tie Sant Clora Valles
Tramsportation Autherity and the potental need for the Semviee ta consilt on the Tosedenn
rencwal of Sanla Clarg Valley WS Federal Central Valley Prajeer Water Contracs, 1o
Servicw Ras megaested that o Elabitat Conservation Plan (EICPY, meeting federal stendards be
prepared o address potentic] slrect atd fadireet impacrs o federally Disted speeies amd theiz
habilal 1o Sunee Clara Conamty (e anbicipated deveiopmen in the Oy and Coumtgy. The
County of Santa Clara, the Cuy of San Tose, and the Sanda Clara Valley W13 have cowh
sebumitesd lettess indicating their respectve comusitwng o wark conperatively towanls the
S clugmuent ol a muolli-specivs P The Santa Cla Valley W12 and the Service will cammy
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vut the cotrmitmerts sined in Fony Estrernera, Chavrpezson, Board of Djreeters. Santa Clara
Wacley Water District leteer dissed Juoe 27, 2007, Corrent comaitoents by SOV W thi ane
whderway e lude:

a1 The 3CVWTI, alonp with the County of Sama e, the Cite ol Sae Toae, she Saoe Clars
Valley Transjostation Authority, ihe Calitomia Depariment of Fish and Game. the D piled
States Fish and Wilditfe Servive amd the Netiomal Occarac and Armosphoic
Achimisistration are pegotiatiog o i Plansing Agecement for e develimrenet of i
HUPWCCP, This Planning Aymeement 1 being acgoiated tor the plimpases of but nod
lhvated 1o 13 defiinng the geceraphic scope of the phanniog arew: 23 wentifving prelininary
cOnSETVAlGn abjectives for The plazming acca; 3) ensunng ceordination ameong the Mo
apchcics and wildlife acencivs: and 4) estbiisking aninerim progess duriag HOSOCT
alan duseloganens that encourages conditions cendugive W aclieving the prelimior
cOREeTVALNL obpertives.

by Furading of approscirately £1,0000000 00 assumued o be reauired o sappon preparation of
the HUPSOCP will be joimly funded between the apcncies and projcets whick will
benafit. SCVWTY agrecs o contribute u propoetionare share of the cos, cetimensurate
with the [215trict's interests.

oy SUV WL agrecs to develog an interitn process in eoordinulion with the LTSFWES w keep
conservalion and recoveny oqisos open for affected specias, sl (o eosure SOV
campliance weth the ESA with regard 1o he issuanee of diseretisaury permits where
Tealeral jurisdicion appiies durng the peoiod prioe toa decision on the HOPXCCP, and
suance of incidental take permils.

2} Reclamatien will cetminue to mplement in a thioely manner relevant eovienmumental
CeHTITDID G Als, Somsery alian measures, and eoms and condiions trom other leoagics
Dpndons W appropride These commiiments Dpelule implementation af the CV]'14A and
Contirued Operation and Maintenanee of the CYP Osovernbuer 21 20600 Serviee File Mo, 1-
1-98-F-0124), the Pt Loaoe Teorn Cocaeet Benewals (Somviee File WNo, 11-00-F-0027)
and the Cimssland Bypass Protect (Service File Mo 1-1-00-0201 83 €rher CVP-relatd,
ner-UW MA (Centra! Valiey Project Improvenient At ationg beneiing [sh, widbiz, and
associated habatats ard relaned 0 cffves of Ioterim Contract Senewals will continoe, with at
leust corzetd fanding Jevels, ingluding:

] the Ceatzal Valles Habirae Momizene Prograe s Comprebensive Mapping,

by tsmplemenation of e Central Vailey Flabise Mlomwioriny Progrom™s Land Use
Meanitormg and Repssttiag;

¢ OV Carservation Progmam and COVPLA B other) Flabirar Bestonsion Peogran
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31 Rauclamation will tmplermesa the Progresed Action e a manner consisient widh
aapleriertaiion of awy lised spevies recosers pluns, mciuding the Final Becosers Plan tor
Califortia red-leped fiae (USFWE 20028 Crafl Recovery Plan fur the ient Gerer Soahe
(LSPWS 19000, Final Recowery Pl for Gatibre Scdl Mants of de Centeal Sieera Nevada
Tooalulis {LUSFYY S 206023 Recovery Plan or Serpenting Soil Spevies ol the San Fraviscoe
Bay Arca (L7SIWS, Sepiember 199840, Rovovery Plan [or Vpland Species in toe San Joagua
Vallew (LEFWS, Sepember 00080}, Deatl Recovers Flan for the Least Bell™s Viren
{LSFWS, 1998, Recovery Plan for e Large-floseesed Fiddiceeek {LSTWE 1407,
Bocoveny Plan Lor the Sacrareento San Jouguin Deia Native Fishes {USFWS,19935), acd
Hecovery Plan Tur Yaliey Lléecherry Lorghom Beelie (US1WS, 1984,

d3 We assume the proposcd action will be imiplemented ws deserided o the Dyscription of the
Peogrased Action section, abave, atd any docemetation relerenced in that seciion, such as
apperlices ur allached dogmnents.

W ssume Foclamation will constit on acticns interrslated with tins consuitataon, meloding
bt oot Jimated 10 operations and meoinle nanee, exeRanes, assenments, iransiers,
comeiinee, atd mamagement of faed waters (213 water. efe b and othey acilons desciibed
tn tee Introdustion a5 being under simuoliapeows consuliation with tis aoio, including
roquesiing consuarrence fer any delermination thal an actian is met Lkely toe pdverseiy afeer
lisied speeies or critical kabitat, Keczrastion bas compieted conseltation on operatkons and
maiglenanee of Beclamation wiler convevatce facilines as deseribed o the Environmental
Bascline.

5

—_—

B The aralysis for this apinion 15 based o the sassurmpiioe toan OV sealee canteact mnouots
and deuverizs will remaen consislent with these provided snd analvieed i the Final PELS for
CWELA and che 2005 OCAR biological opiaiot, We asseme Meclamnzion will iniiate
consiitatien wnder soctiem T ol the ESA on any indragiruciuee snodidicalions or olger aclzons
which result i madification of the camet deiiven regimae,

71 Reclumalion comraits 10 5he continued implementation of the conseorvaiion acticns that were
inchuded o the progrrammadic consultazion oo the implemenction of the CVPIA il
Coettied Cperation aod Matntepanee o ke UVE (1-1-96-1-00 24 November 24, 20008,

%) Prelmunary infercmatiaon provided by Reclemation indicates that lor eontzact agriceliotal
service aneds there may have been Liote corversion of cauive Lmds during the pecil from
L9095 1 2000, [nformation an trends in land use changes is provided in Reclamation”™s June
29,2005 report emiitled Loand Live Chrme am Gue Frioar ved Doita Divesfons, Ceatral Valley
Fregoeet, JTRVE 2000,

91 Reclamarion is ot consuiling on aony “ua-frms” actians such as qroppenyg practices,

fallonwing, and eprollment in conservalion progeams.

—_—
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1in Beclamadon and 1the Service assume end vsers of water (those tha are avigally tesponsibe
far gp-the peounad actevities) will comply with Federal laws such as the F5A. Heclamation
fs, w1nad wAll conkiree e indoem contractoas ar D54 requitemients.

111 Thye preposed aclion docs st inclade any pon-Yederal actiens on ron-Federal lacd reiatse
ton the end wse of water, Take™ coverage for these rrake actlons is not being regueesied by
e contracters or Reclamation,

127 Ay water delivery:] pursiwemt ye the proposcd inteeun cotiracts will comport witk ali
baciogics] opimens addressing CV P aperations (., e existng ard any nes bologeal
opinzang adilressing CVPSW Cperatianal Criterie and Plan (OCAPY

Direct PlTeers and Fffeets of Intercelated and Inlerdependent Actions

The Scrvice anticipates no dizect cffects to listed species or designaeed criticaZ haliar associaed
with the proposed execution of op 0 '¥ ipcecmn contraets listed in Tabie 2 tor up w two years
Paetwoeen March 1, 20046 through Febroary 29, 2008, Opetnian ad mawntcnance of CVE water
comvevanee tacuuies, which can be considered interdependent sctions, have received nn
Jecarely inlogival opinions (see Enviconmenlal Baselioe )

Indirect Effects

Indirect effects of the proposed action ineluds the eTeors ol agzivuliom,, rmunicipal, and
indusirial activisies that wilize the conteact water, Continaed delivery of water under these
CoUTaCLs 15 vilia) te sosiain the agricolloral, residential, counmezctall and Tndusteizl activities (kat
ooear wWRIn contriet service argas. A lthaoeeh many of these acovmes ase SV water in
combinstion with otber supplics. including proundwiner, private waier Fights. and water S the
State Water Project, these scinviivs woald Dot be sustainable ab the same scule. exlenl, intensisy,
and duration absent feieral woler supplies. €o the orher luad, the land use seovities that are
sustaines 0y of toal will utilize contract waler are nal comrolled oy Reclamation, neeare they
corralled By e water coturasiors. Water disteiens are petdlers of CVEF water, whereas land use
15 conrredled by end-users such as individaal famees in the case ofaericultural wse, o by local oo
slate covemnwent in the case of pesideatial, commescial. and industrial acviivities, Sinee these
land oxey are ool gootrolled by te consuliing Foderal ageney or the Federal apency appiicats. no
meidentad take will B aborized 1o inis balogical apinion foc aclions selated o aysicultoral,
residentinl, commerzial, and iodustrial Jand uses thet ciingiely atibize contzag) weater, Tatne
exteih Lhat these activities have cfieets thal esult antake, seeh aativities must ebtain

authorizatton fur sich ke 1brouph either secnon 7 or scenon 20 af the Eadanaered Specics Act,
Effects Uverview
The followiog represents o penentl overview of e 2pey of effecis tim we anticipalz will arise

Irom the proposes! tweo-vear iriering contract renew? and which are applicable e the species and
cricical habia dn Takle 1. We anticipate thas etteers wil! be similar i scope and sipnificance as
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Those aralyaed fnour reeent evaluabons vf the previous centao cenewals (Senvice file nes. 1-1-
O0-F-0036 and 1-1-03-F-00701, sl (0 ce prapgramimatis bislogics: opintony on implementation
ol e Centsal Valley Project Improvement Aot (Serviee fle oo (219810224,

[teclamuion provided informmion generatest ny the O emral Valiey Habitat Monitoning Progmm
forr inlerim renswal comiractors D Anachment 6ol the Supeleroental Tnformativn oo Latetim
Henewal Contracts. This information sumomarizes laod ose chianpes inwaler disericts betwieen
the vears 1993 ancd 2000 Infometicn 1zum thess repos s used inthe following anulysis

N Tt L I A AT e

Fasentia? to the findiogs belew are Heciamation's past aod continumy corservatinn efoes o
cocgn R st Specivs throutgrh the Ceotral Valley lupros emennt At (1301 )orherp and Centeal
Valley Project Conzervation Pragram. These programs have proveded furding for habigt
apquisition and maoagcimen!, sueveys, and cesearch that have corribunl b reeovery of
numerons lisled soecivs 1hat hive been adversely aftected By the Ceantral Valley Project
dvceonnplishitends and work plans for these programs uver the pasl Twy vears are sunmasized
Adtazaoment 5 of the information arvided with Reclamation”s request for consulialion on these
actions.

The mvasures described in the project description ar comonemens ave inlewded 1o reduce.,
amehorate, o reverse clfect o witer dnversons and deliveries on listed aod proposed species
withiin the acuon acca. Sooic. bur not all, measores bave been fally implemented. The
conservation measures kelp offsel the =feeis of paitar conversion and Tragmemation by

identi Feirg, protegting, apd restaring babiias thad bas been idemified as imponant Jor recovery,
and provicing funding for ather high prieriy peovery aitioms, Actiony funded by these
proara s cantribere e stadiiizing or sroproving the averall statis of disted species that have been
affected by past operation of the Ceninal Valley Project. Wers 0 ns Bor 1he cootinuig:
commitment of Beelemation and the applieants to irmplenent the congervation measures and
e and candSlions of pust tholgeical opieiens ol mteria contract rereaals. there woull be
litile 1o counterbalonees ongoing adverse effects of Jand use chaopes retated (o Federal water
deliverics that clirminute or degrade habira of sted species. Reclamaton will continue 1 work
with cuie otfics t nplement he conservaiton measuees over the cwo-vear perind of 1he interin
cankracl renewals.

Exesrenyr aagorionliurad usea

Heolamation has stated doa the propozed conrracts wauld provide usehanged amounts of wider
t the comractars. Wo anticipate that continoed application of Fedoral water o exisnrg wses
over the pes? Bwo vears, withowt ateration of vse, wiil resultin efleers o 15l spoecies similar w
those ongoing effects described i the Environmental Baseline secion above, 1loweser, somu
eonversion Beiween i Eeren apriculiral waes receiving unehanged deliverios of conmact water
coalil pesuls bn iropacts, oo henetite, o listel speciey, Foar cxample, Sume mow CTOPS Dave ooy
habitot varoe for kit fox. white orchards can have higher values, Comversion of orchands o o
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ctops may sdversely affeet Kit foxes withoun riprerane Keclamation o Distrist review,
[nfomnation prosided b Reclaroation mdicates that wses onands dready converted
agmriculiure as ol this date within the distrigts will romain on averaes the Same over e Twi-year
preeiedl analyred in this biodopical opinict: angd hat tere wiln be i sigmdficam sdvesse chanaes in
The staius ol listed species tha vecur witkie senienlbaral weier distrivts ax e result of the praposed
seererlan cenewal of 18 water servive contracts.

Flabdrar comersion angd [Fagmerlation

A supstamial threat o lisked species popmlidions rematnng in EieTio contract arcus is cominued
conversion ab mselyl babitals w oon-babnat or less cseiul habitas, Flabfa coosversions may o
midoy c@aes coour as & resalt of, or by reliated o, federal water Jeliverees, sinoe water supplics are
licmited anel water s peeded for ageiculiocal wdd mounicipad arad indusical developroents in thy
seint-arid seuthern Centrai Vacles . Adtgchiment 6ol e inlomailon aceoipanying
WewTarmation™s request for consultation provides formation po by stats aod ulines of te
Centeal Valley Hubitn Moniwsriog Program. Based an this presiminany information on trends
between 1993 and 20040 it appears conversion G native habila: within contrct Service aress
mias be simall it the maority of nterim conlract service arcas. [wsr arens of spocaa. concem are
the Swla Cura Water Ihaeet and Coones of Fresno, shich are addressed seporarely below
brojuse part of their service area Inchades capediy deveioping urban sreas. Boased on the fow
armcriear o within water disteict habitat eonversion over e sovep-vear perivcd of 1995 o 2400,
wi mnicipate no significant change inthor treed duting tiwe twosvear peoed of the proposed
Leeetun contract renewals, Lo, ongoing effiets w listed species deseribed belew will vantinue, ku
bercause of the briet nature of the Federal action. woe cun make o Goding thas these treads wiil ot
appreeianty redwee the kelihood o bt e suevival and recovery af $isted specivs.

Ax oied above, mest habeat conversions ars outsice the contral of Beglmaation o the
vemntraciers. Conversians inside the contract sen woe ateas that wse proundwarer and ane ot
directly supplied with Federal wier cochd cantinng ynakbsited.

Habital comversions also con fraoment remaiming nebitad amd break pabitn comneativity needed
tovallw 3 species 1o disperse thretghout s range. Dispersal promotes wene Mo and amonp
different posctions ol i species ramge, ol Is imporan? b mainsin sable populations within
availahle habitat theough the species’ ranpe as populatians fluclusie ey me. Lass of
connecting habitat that reduees pena flow and popuiation interchanpe may reduce the ltkelibood
o survival and recovers of liyed spocies by molanng populalions within sman naHiar perches
That urer at dnereased cisk ol extirparion frem stochastic events, ichreeding Jdenressaon, ar othar
faciors, W consider thin babilal conversions that Fragment wel reduee the conneclisity between
rernaring ploces of habitan aze Gikely o have such eftects oo all listed species addressed in this
consuatation. Habite fragrmentation Tout tesedis oo fasd use clianges renuing & mejor theea foc
the listed specics addresecd hercir withi the aetion and threcghous tedr ranges. As noted
clsewhyers jnthis disgussion, the Brietnature of the federal actan 45 & sigoifeant Tactee i lhe
fidings of this Bretogical opnion,
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Habitat conversion and fragmertztion aitec Listed spueeies by modifving or destroving babitat w
an extent bat resulis it death of wildiife ot impairemes of essennal bebod bors I many wavs,
mciuding Gu throueh: searsaion, By destreying prev base and alber fnnd saurges;: ¢hd dispiacing,
animals and foreing movemert o adjacen areas of nan-kaldiar increasing exposure o predalors
wr oaher sources ol mortlig., such as roaoways, dops. end culs, or fereing ankmyls into adjacer
Lalaina? Ly wihach they must compete with resident dralividuals) o) eliminading bresding and
rearing babltal Chamaws, trees, ancd the like o (Y truncating hvémlupic wonpections within
season] wetland coraplexes that chanpes brdropersrds o egimes unsuitale for lised species
that reproduce in seasonal wetlards, ur by making bydsoperiods suiahle for produtors of Raed
species such as bullfrops; (o) wercasimy cxposur (9ol pestieides, and ather e substanees
asspeialed wilh urban crvizonmeats: (U1 INCreasing exposune o siressars such as noise, livh,
humuan presence. ol Cmowl vehicles assealated wieh ceban envimonmens, The sipnilcanoe of
these cf¥ects oo survival died recevery of species addressed i thas consultaton. both within the
Ao arei el thranphown thetr tespeciive Tanges. underscores the wngortanee ot cyntinued
implemenmation and sxpansion of conservalion proprams thronghout aness thal receive Central
Walley Promect watsr.

Feyticioe wye

Aninterreated effect of Federal waer lzliverics 1o cotractors s loe use of pesticides, ineludine
insecticwdes, acaricides, horbicides, onpicides, and oiber chemicals. oo ceops poown benefiring
Teom Fedleral waler. FiTects of pesticids use on histed specics are addoessed inthe 2002

bl cvgzica] opimion o anterio conrosct recewal [Service Hbe & 1-1-03-F-A0200 We anticipaie
cfferts of the proposed contract renesal o be similar in frequencs . mtensity . dueration, and
sigtnficanoy, to these analvzed in the 2007 biclueical aplaio.

Currenly avanlable informaticon on the California Guer saiarmnder (avidsom er qf, 2000, 2002
asgitedd in FR 6828648} mdicotes that reseaechers have been unalle we find a sigiatficsat overall
reZationship between upwind apricaltane and decline of Calitumia tiger salagioder. Culifirnda
wger salampanders ure plherwise adversely affected by kabicar oss and fracmestation as ilescribed
above Based onirfomation provided in Appenlicss 13 aml B ofthe Draf EONST UR15008
20050), we do non anieipate that babitat oge apd apmentaiion within te L8 ierin conmet
service areas will nse to a level that would prechude the survival amd recovery ol 1he species oaver
the nest vwe vears. Loneer e cffeers 0 these arens ane posential lor coneem., powoever,

Foertilimers

Fertilivzers ean direetly adversely affewt amphihians such as the Californa tiper salamander.
B fd 1w poads ar direct appdication W perds or cplind aceas whene salamosnders are active
may result i mortalily gnal sub-lethal elfects (Schreeweiss and Schneeweiss 1997)0 Vonidige:
it can lead to eulrophication: of vernal pools. whieh can kil vemnal pools spevies by redacing
the concentratien of dissolved oo pen [Haopers 1H95].
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Setennan related Eitecty

The effvets of seleniem draimage were aealy ped inthe 2002 kiolegeeal opinion asd sre expeeted
to pethain the same theough e two scar lerm of tmlerin conirsdt renewal Long tern elTects ol
steleniuomn elriaps will b anulyieed dunng Tong eea contzact penewals and consultation o the
San Luis Dnensage Featores Resovaleaiom

Crevy Firlfey Lt

[nlpemation peovided in Aachmemn 6 of the nformat:on accernpanving Beclanmation's rogies
iz coqsiation (Cennrsl Vallew Hanital Momitoring Procran} indicates that tand wwe bas been
stalhlc in the veater disteicts that comtain vernai pood firy shrimpoeniis 2408 (Coumy of Trezms)
ard 2703 (Faxiey Izigation i}, and California tiger salamansder uas 2 (Counly of Fresno)
and 1 {Hiils Valles anpd Tri-Wallew roipation Thstricts). We anticipate Wiy teend 1o continuae in
the lurgely spricehural distercts (Pisley, 10N Valley, Tr-Vailey) B the infenm contract pereod,
as we have no information indicming largs scae orben develapment 15 Tikeiy o ooer n these
districts aver dhe st Bwo vears.

Effects om Critical Hakiter

Within the Cgunty of Fresng, however, wo ere aware of prosects approved by the Cowtty within
designgied cotical habitat units 248 {vemai pool firy shrimpy and 2 (Cadiiomia liger
salamandery. These areas are likely o be similasiv exposed to the arowtb related hataiat eFecis
desgribed alewe, This tneans thas one or more of the POEs may be aiversely allecuad ar lost an
o iy lized basis as o oresalt of Indeadia) deveiopment projects within and adiacent do cotica!
Rakatal and that conscrvation tunclions and alues have the potenoal to be degraded over dme oy
neplomentation of individual projects zod the cormbincd direct and inderect effecs that suech
developoicat may hase on the PO T3 i dikely thin mnost develapment projects it aaonll
affect ang op mare of the PCES @ these nnits abso wanld reguire o Clean Water Act permit from
the LSACOE and would requice wldicional eeview wader sectiom 7 of the Act for the powential
adversely iy these eritica? habiat aneas, This will belip ensore that direct elfects of
individual project boploineniation do not mpsn the conseration nction anmd value of critcal
hasharat, But it will ecrzin very daflreci o coseee thin wadineed ofects of jedividual projesr
impletrentabion do oot jopar the comservaie: Diection ancd vaive o crilical halitn, [0 zdditon,
thu ¢ommiteul of Reclomatton oud Crass Valley contractars o implement the conservation
measires af the 2001 btalomical opinion oo long term renewal of the Erane Divisiog and Cross
Walley Ul condracts, particulaely Trem 22wl help easeee that idesreialed oo interdyjrende
activns that couid desteos essentiad habital alain LSA compliznce prior o awhorisniog of CYE
waes dedivery t that arca,

We coneiwde that thesy critiedl habital units remain vwinerable 10 Jeerenses i conservation
furation in the absence of a reeional conservation stracgy that can cludes impleznenianion of
mdividual projects and manape Boh dizect and mditees @FEscs g way 1hal raintans and
crthumecs the consemation Tunstion and svahie of the crivival hahiiat Ay deseussed sbove, these
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edlects will ot pocur all g emes, buat over a 20 20 vear o nwire planeing hoozon.
Reclaroation and the Service are workiong with develepers and the Coualy of Fresna to address
eibects T Hstesl species and designated eritval babita of planec:l developricnt had will viilioe
CYE water, We therefore conaiunde that eriteal habitats Jor the vernal peal {aine shrimp and
Catifornia tiger safamaeder arg Lkely o retain their canseovation funetion over the interan
meeraced.

Karie fara Water Diveric?

A stated o the Project Prescriprion, Santa Claea Valles WO car ase ap o G0 aere-feet of
VP warer feon: the gasignrent during the two year peniod of the interim repewal @omeacy. T
dare, Sanra Claca Yalley WY bas divened pprrecgmacely 435382 af of warer, with a1l of b
cominy in the 2003 water yeur € Atlachanent X, supplerneotal infummaticon accompansying the
reguest for consullatiomn),

Trend data provided by Reclamation in Ataclunen: & of the supplanenta] infonnation
Accumpanying the reguest fos consultztion indivaes that more than 300 aczes of narural fands
have been converted to urban uses in the penod Frora D293 10 2000 and tha an additionag 30
acres of gramsland has been cotvenod to imipated agnicoliore. loformadion has oot been provided
as 1o whoether these fands suppueied federally listed species. As discwssed in te Project
Deseription, Santa Clara Valley Witer DHstricl, in eond unerion seith the Cits of $an Josc and
Santa Clara Coumy, have commitied w he development of a mulii-species Elbitl Conservation
Plan, Althoueh the plan will e be i place doning the two year pericad of interiin concrict
renewal, the land wse apencies are working with eescurce apengics, incouding the Service, o
develap imtezion strategies to address regional prowsh effecs until 1he plas s complete and
pemtits are issued, Compliznee with the 15A for inwerim prajects will be ahtiained, as
approprizie. theonph incidental take exemplion under section 7 or 10 of the F5A diring the
neterim e ricdl.

The potential eflects of the propesed woter comtract dleliveries o Santa C'lara Vailey W for the
ae st PG vedrs are congidered smald bazed o the folowimge consideralions: the relaiive!y sswll
amnt 46 the coaract (G000 acre-Feel maximuen over the teg vesr periodd) compared with ol
amnual water wae within the Cowmy iy abor 00,0600 at: che shor werm of the inbering weler
comtracl authorization (two vearsy: snd the catare af the sappls. This pacial assiznment is a dry
sl supply W comapensate o shorages, 10 is assumed i0ne propused water sonimes weme 5o
renewed the Santa Clara Valley W wonld mukeup the peeded & 000 af teoweh any one or
gombinlinm ol the follovainp allemative siceces: proundwates. groundwater banking,
CONRCEVALIIL, OF WmIpOTary tEansters,

Etfecis an Critreal Habarar
Based on our consultation hstore in Sante Clura Loty we anncipate aelan. mdustrial. and

infrastruciure peajects to be proposed within the VP place of use that mey adwersely affect one
or rogre OF the POLS within desipnated or proposec erizical habitat, Based our consaltation
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Rasterry, wer anticipate thal many ¢f these projects w111 have o federel nesos through avensies soch
as the LS. Army Comps of Engineers ar Federal Hipkawas Admiusieation. Sach actions wouald
b held o e standard for adverse modifization vstablished in G ford Pinchor Tavk Fovoe v,
LEN Fixhamdd Weddfife Serviee (oo 03233270 (Ghfford Piochor), As disecssed in1oe
wtroduction to the efivcts analysls, Fedlarmtion aond 508 W1 do not have land ase authority anl
thus 4o not contiol the nataee, scope, or location, e Wneng ol develogrens that anay erilie a
% F water supgy. Thus, swe helicve tled many of ke inlerdependent artiong wil) underpar Purare
sestion T oeview under he Gilford Mogkoe standard for edwvesse moditications.

A ostated above, the poteesial elfers of the propesed water conteacs dediverizs to Sant Clara
Valley WD for the next two vears are cansidered sroall hased on the Iollowing consicerations.
the eetanively small arocwen of the coptzacs {6000 sere-Toet maximun over 1k wo vear perioed)
comparcd with total anral wiker wse witkin e Cocoty e abour 400,000 af’ the shart (e of
the intecirm winer conlracl authacizaton [bwo virsis and the nature of the seppiy. This portial
assbEnRIel 16 A dry year supply 1o compeosne B shomages. 1t is assumed f the propesed water
contzact were not renewed the Samn Clacg Vatley W1 seoukl makeup ke needed 6,000 af
thraugh any one ar combation of the following allemutive sourges: proundwater, prowndwaier
bunking, conservation, or lwinparacy wansters. Thas, combined with the fact tat interdependent
actions which would nevd to constder effects tocriticul Babilin would have & federal oexos, apd
such actions wenald be held ke (3ilTond Piochot stagdacd for adverse modificstion. alow i w
conclude thar i unlikely that the conservation function o proposed or designaed crilical hagioat
within SCVWT would be Jost e compromised with implementation of the propose:] Lederal
actinm,

Wesifands FEuter fasiroer

Much ol the eflects discossion in tw 2000 Interim Moyt al opinion v penerally applicable ta
Westlands W, Westlands W incledes habitat tvpes withe vl o listed species. iocloding
bepuks Shan Tave pot beer: derigmed. Sam Joaouin kic dox, Kangrreo rsis Slum-nosed leopand

l1zard s, and other listed specics are ikelv wouse thye arey, These spocivs are most ikely g exis
on expansion Jands”, wlaen are smostly natucalivevegetated lands omside the “corsolidated place
e wse™ (pucsuin W Steke Woler Resoerges Contro| Hoard P-16371) whick have not ved been
converled, Recipmuation will ot deliver CVE woter w these uods wanil they kas e bedn included
i the authorkaed place of wse throoeh applieation toe the Ste Water Resourecs Control Board
Weatlands ale ioclodes eneroachrment lands™ which are fecally naturaliv-vepetaed wands that
were copeetled W auriculteral and mimicipal uses with OV wares wilule cuside the OV
authary o plucos oFuse. These lagds are now inciied o the consalidaled plwe o use in
gocoTsdanee with Siale Warer Resouroes Control Froard D= 1631, Maost of Westhods 35 converted,
irriated fenmlami. Beelamation bas tahen steps o assure that toe Tnletho contracts do not result
i comversion of Hsied spesies pabita), aml ageanding W Wesilands W1H the water woekl be wwed
on exIsting impated cropluwds. We theeefore expect that the impact of the proposed [ederal
action ter the conserearion s1atus ) |isted snecies would not be gnpeeciable for the swo vear
rerirm puericdd There s no proposed o designated critical hahitat swithin Westlands WL
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Cumnlative Effeers

Cumulatis e effects nelmiy the effocts of future Stue, Tnibal, local o pravate actions Lhat are
eeasonably certain to oceor in the action area considersd inthis Blologics! opinion. Fuetuee
Federal activns uneelated o the peopesed zelon are nol conshJered io1his seetin? hegause ey
pequie separate consullation parsuan Looseeice 7 ol the Aot The diseussion ab cumuative
efferts in the 2000 and 2002 hinlovical opiniens gn wterin cobtracts is incorporated by
relererLy.

eos of the mdirect efices of the propose] getion are wlso cunvalative effeers, beeicse shoy ane
carrticd ot by State, lpeal, or privine enties, oot the aclicne agency or the appiicans. We
atmicipare the cumulative effieets to lsigd species e be very similar w those deseribed anose for
indireet elfects and elecs of interdependers aotivns. W do nol anteeipale significant
cutnulative effects in the primarily agricubural wagee distects over the next (e years becouse so
[ftle husbitad cemaing. Whils we cepeer that continued hahitae Toss wred tragmentarioa theoap oot
the acrion area wil: continee to adversely alfvet the listed spectes addressed in this opinion.
recent trends of hahitat canversion witlion the primacily agricalurz? segier disinicrs o o
indiearc that these cficots will duse 0 8 level of signilicaee that would preclode the sorvival or
recovery Lf these species duriog (e rext two years. To the vxtern that these actions have effects
that resuit incincicerlal ke of Jisged specics, the sponsors, applicants, o proponens of such
aetions must obtain exempiion for such ke theoupk cither section T or seetion 10 of e
Endangerad Specios Al

In the water districts where UV weater will eomorise & porion ol ke menicipal waier supply fos
rapidly cxpanding urhen areds sueh as San Jose o Sanm Clara Water Lisioes and the County of
Fresog, the Likelihood of sigrifies:n cumelative eftecs during the nexe pwe veaes is preater than
in e primnarily guocclnrg] water distciess. We hailcvs that eariv cioms wewand a regiocsl
conservation planning process being undertaken by Sarea Clara Water Listrict, Santa ©lara
County, sl Tocal arisdictions, o patacesbap soth our ndlice, waly prevent cunmlative vifects
from rising b a leve] of significance tha would preciude the surco al or recoven, of these
species during the net Seo vears, Within the City o Tracy, the ellects ab growih aves the next
Tk yeurs amul besond, ioclwlng those actiass that are not related w CVE agter deliveries, ace
covered by theie section 10640 ¢ Dy B) pereit issocel Tor the San Jeagquin Mulii-Speaies
Conservation Flan.

Cohmplatfve Fffeoss on Crigical Flbau

We have liule speetfic tnfosmanon about reasonably foreseeatly ron-ledeeal nctions that ae
likely 1o ewegur witkan the Cross Walley Lnie thas may aftear ane o mors of the PCEs propesed or
designated eritical habital with 1ne exception of proposed development in the Coukry of Froane
i ke vicininy of Milleror Leke, Bascd on infomnation inour suctiom 7 lops, e anticipaige suck
action:s are also Bkely o oecur within e SCYWO, XNene of these actions would, by definition

siom

s cumiative eflecs, Baove o section 7 nexus ancd thes weald ot be held o the CudTord Piache:
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stanshiard for mdverse modification. Such actions Jun e at less) the potenual o modity e destroy
oo o meze of the PFORs and signiGeantly redoce the conservallon umetion of ol babast i
which they oceur withowul review under section 7 ob lbe ES5A Pechaps more realisticaliv, aetions
that would negativels affeer one or mere of the PO 10 that warent glas would e likely to resule
1 ke of 3 listed spectes oviolaion al ESA seenon 9 by discapling essentid behavioss sach s
breeding, feeding. or sheltering that are supparted by the POy Sueh acbons would reguire @
permil in gcsordanee with section TGO (L] 3 ol the BSAL The Service’s ssuianes of aoy
section 1072} (13 {B) perrit waeld us e appay the Giftond Pinchot stumtard of jdverse

modi f1catio:

Caonclusion

After revicwing the curcent states of the species i Table 1, the environmensal baselise for the
action ared, the effecrs of the proposed action, and the cumelisive efTects. i i the Service™s
baslongcal wpindor: that the inferio reacwal of 13 water service contracls. as proposcel, 15 ni
Lkely W Jeopardize the comtinued exisenee vl he speaies Listed o Fable 1, and is not likery 1o
destroy ar adversely moadify eebieal habitat of swed vernal gool species ar (e centoal populagion
ol the Calilornia tper salemandern, or proposed critieal kabitat for the Califurnia red-lepped frog.

Thyse concbusioms are based on (1 the assumption that the action 5 mplemented 2s desenbed 1o
this blological opinicen, panicularly in regard tothe gonservation measures ceseribed in e
Frojoet Descriplion, and (2] 1he short durgzion of the proposeil Federal actian.

Incidental ‘Tike Statement

section 9 of the ESA aml Federal repulation pursuznt to seciion Al of the ESA probibit the Lake
ol enebanygered ami threalened species, respectively, withour special exemioe. Take 15 defioel
a5 barass, harm, pursue, huam. sboot. woend. kel rap, cipiuce oo collest, ar tatiempl [0 eoguape
inary such conducr. Harass is dlefined by the Servies s an intentional o7 neidigent acl or
crnission whaeh ereates the likelibool ol injeey 10 2 stel speeres Dy wnaying i 1o suck an
exienl 3y 1o signiteantly dismupt nomual behavioral pateres which toehode, B are oot eized e,
brecdmg, fecding. or shelterine. Harmy v detingd by the Service w inglude sipmificant habila
modification o degradatioan it resulls i death o injery b 150 species by bnpairing
tehavigral palterns including breeding, feeding, or shelerine, Lncidectal rke b detined as taxe
thist i incidetal o, and not the parpese &2 the currying oot of an otherwise Jeowful activies,
Lieder the teemy of section A{bod) and soction Ha)f 21 takine 1hat 15 incidecsd to and oot
intencledd as pant of the apency aesion i nel considered 10 be prishibited wuking woder B 1558
provided dhat such taking 1s o eonipleaes with this Ineidenta! Take Staicnuent

mectons Whord anl o2 of the Eaa which meler t erms aod conditions and cxerptions an
1aking listed fish and wildiide species. do nacapply 1o listed pla spectes. However, suction
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GOfa) 2 af the L5A prohibits reinoval, ceduetion te possessite, and malicinos damage of
cestruction of listed plnl specics from areas amsler Federal yurisdiction, a5 wel) a8 any oe tat
wikld remonve, ool dig wp. or damave o destooy any sueh species on any aren o kiowang
winlation of @y Stawe low or regalation. ingluding Gwe Califerma Endangiered Species AL orin
the course e any vielaien ol'd Saze crintng! wespass law, Actions funded, aoibor ged or
implemented by 2 Foederal agensy that ol ineidentally resuls o e damage ot desinielion o
such species on Federal lands are cota vielation of te Act. provided 1he Sepviee deenmines ina
Binological vpinion that the actions are not likely 1o jeapardize the continoed existence 2f 1he
SPeCies,

The species in Table 1 are likely o besobyect o soms adverse eflee: throuph babitat ioss aod
fragmentation associated with land use chanpes suppoeed nowhole o in pan by water provided
ander the 173 inlerim water serviee conbiacts, A noled previowsly, neither the faderal action
aoeney nor the applicants exercise coptre! averor implement ase actions thad result ie wake of
sl species: gither due o inlirect effeets. or fiom e effects pfimerdependent actions. For
thiz reason, o incidental take is exempded by shis biological opision,

Conservaton Recommendations

Seeuon a1 af te BSA dicects Pedemal agencies 1o uttlize their authontes o ferther e
purpases af the Act by carrying out consersation proprans for U benelil of endangered and
threatened species. The tena “conscrvation recomymensdations™ bas been defined as sugpestions
from the Service repanding diserolionary measures 10 minimizs or aveid adverse elfects of |
prropoael actian om Lseed species of cntical habitat or repacding the deselopmen o inormanian.
The recomimendytivns provided heee relae enly o the prapesed action and do not necessanly
sepresent complete fulliliment of the agenes™s Tiad 1) responsibilitics e tese species. Inonder
far the Service e be Eept infomed of aetions thiat vither minioize or avokl adverse eTects o
that bencl listed spocies or Woedr habitas. (e Service reguests nedfication of the
ymelementatian of any conseryvalion reoommmendatioos,

The Service mrommnneids et Meclwnation:

l. Confinue to take affirmative actions @ ofbse ke impocts of past and presear OV
implementating and i consequences an listed specizs  [n particular, sssist the Senvice
ind other organizstions o pormane.y consering lnds impattant as habitan oz
mwvement corridars fur listed species, and vapard existing conservation and restoralian
proprams For 1sted spegies and specivs trending sewaads Lisung,

£

Proactively encourage ard fund reticement of sclenaterous agricalun] fands. inciudiong
but pod limied Lo those within or ad’zeent to e Srassland Tieinsge Area. This suppors
eoubd take the forme of lamd posehases. ncentives Beo withdrawing suciu lands Trom
ierigativn, slsincentives for applving Federal waer, reelassiling seleniterous lands, o
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gelerd. and showkl by pussued by Beelamation swhether indeperdently o U conperation
wizh other approprise Federal, Sre, aod local agencies.

[FE)

Fea locate Certral Valley Project warer Do eeiined Jascs doomeet lsted spsecies water
supply needs.

1. Comarae o assis e Seovies in the implementation of recirvery actions 1o the Final
Fucovery Plag ter Calilomia red leaned frog (USFWS 20073, Drart Recavers Plan for
1he Cham Crarter Sigke (LZSEFWS 199900, Final Recovery Plat S gabliro socl plaots of the
Central Sierra Mevads Feothills (U781WES 20020 Recovery Flan Jor Serpontine Soil
Spsecivs of the San Franciseo Bav Area (USRS, Segterber 19%8a). Recovery Plan for
Cplund Species inthe Sao doaquin Yalley ¢USEWS, Seprerober 1998h), Drealt Recovery
Flan for the least Bell™s ireo (USFWS, T9%98), Recpvery Plan for the Lupge-foavered
tlddlences (USFWS 1997, Recovery Plan for the SactamenteZan Joaguin Delta Mative
Fishes {UHITWS, 19930, and Recovers Plan for vatley elderherrs langhoen beetle
(LOSEWS, J9R4)

3. Assist the Serviee and oflwt relevant partaes i caplemnentation of reconmmerded actions
1o eeduce the exent aod severidy of dramseater contareinaZon glenified mthe San
Toaguin ¥alley Prairape Program’s Tinal Report: A Mapagement Plan jor Agricudiaral
Subsirface Drainoge and Belated Problems on the Wegtslde San Inagquin Valley.

In order for the Service w be kept wiformed of actions minimizing or avorling wdverse effects wr
benefiting listed spocies or theic babipas, the Service coquests notification of the implomentation
af any consemvation reconmen:balicns.

Reinitiaton-C tesing Statement

This eoncludes Tonos! comsultation on the 18 proposed 2004-2006 Laterim water comrts, As
provicled i 30 CFR G407, 16, reinitazioa of teemal eonsultaien is requined where disrettonary
Fuedera, zgeney invelvement or vonro] sver the actioen bas Been maintamed (or s shorized by
I and 14 1k the amoune oo extend ol Ingilentad 1ake 15 excecded; (29 new information reveals
cifeces of the ageney action that may aftect listed species or entical hahitat in a manmer ar o en
exient et consicdered in this apioioon; (3 ke aperey action 15 subscquently modified ic a manncr
that causes an =ffeet to the lissed spovivs or eritival babita that was ool corgidenal in this
apenbcne ot (4} & rew species is listed o exiteal habitan desipnated that may be afiested by the
actipr. [0 mstancas where the amouest or extent ef ineidentl sake 15 exeveded. any operations
causing such ke st cease peading reivilidtion.

Please comact Jan hnigho at {2161 1 3-8800 shoncld vou bave questions reganling s biological
apLii.

o ARD-FA Ponland. Orepon
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sdversely wllecied by ke poopased sotion, NMES evaluatcd the baselme, which includes the
glMects of a0 fedend actions consiibel upeon. ineading the cierems CVP OCAE. and consagred
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