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Draft Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

INTRODUCTION

This document comprises the Draft Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) for the
Canyon Creek Suite of Rehabilitation Sites, Trinity River Mile 73 to 78 Project (project). The purpose of
providing the MMRP as a stand-alone document in the Environmental Assessment/Draft Environmental
Impact Report (EA/DEIR) is to make clear to the reader the mitigation responsibilities of the Bureau of
Reclamation (Reclamation), and Regional Water Quality Control Board — North Coast Region (Regional
Water Board) in implementing the project. The mitigation measures listed herein are required by law or
regulation and will be adopted by the Regional Water Board as part of the overall project approval.

Mitigation is defined by both the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) — Section 15370 and the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) as a measure which:

= Avoids the impact altogether by not taking a certain action or parts of an action
= Minimizes impacts by limiting the degree or magnitude of the action and its implementation
= Rectifies the impact by repairing, rehabilitating, or restoring the impacted environment

= Reduces or eliminates the impact over time by preservation and maintenance operations during the
life of the project

= Compensates for the impacts by replacing or providing substitute resources or environments

Mitigation measures provided in this MMRP have been identified in Chapter 3, Affected Environment
and Environmental Consequences of the EA/DEIR, as feasible and effective in mitigating project-related
environmental impacts.

This MMRP includes the discussions on the following: legal requirements, intent of the MMRP,
development and approval process for the MMRP, the authorities and responsibilities associated with the
implementation of the MMRP, a description of the mitigation summary table, and resolution of
noncompliance complaints.

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS INTENT OF THE MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM

The legal basis for the development and implementation of the MMRP lies within both CEQA (including
the California Public Resources Code) and NEPA. Sections 21002 and 21002.1 of the California Public
Resources Code state:

= Public agencies are not to approve projects as proposed if there are feasible alternatives or feasible
mitigation measures available that would substantially lessen the significant environmental effects
of such projects; and

= Each public agency shall mitigate or avoid the significant effects on the environment of projects
that it carries out or approves whenever it is feasible to do so.

= Section 21081.6 of the California Public Resources Code further requires that: the public agency
shall adopt a reporting or monitoring program for the changes made to the project or conditions of
project approval, adopted in order to mitigate or avoid significant effects on the environment. The
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reporting or monitoring program shall be designed to ensure compliance during project
implementation.

= The monitoring program must be adopted when a public agency makes its findings under CEQA so
that the program can be made a condition of project approval in order to mitigate significant effects
on the environment. The program must be designed to ensure compliance with mitigation
measures during project implementation to mitigate or avoid significant environmental effects.

NEPA 40 CFR Sections 1502.14f requires:

= Agencies shall include appropriate mitigation measures not already included in the proposed action
or alternatives

INTENT OF THE MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM

The MMRP is intended to satisfy the requirements of CEQA as they relate to the project. It is anticipated
to be used by Reclamation and Regional Water Board staff, participating agencies, project contractors,
and mitigation monitoring personnel during implementation of the project.

The primary objective of the MMRP is to ensure the effective implementation and enforcement of
adopted mitigation measures and permit conditions. The MMRP will provide for monitoring of
construction activities as needed, on-site identification and resolution of environmental problems, and
proper reporting to lead agency staff.

DEVELOPMENT AND APPROVAL PROCESS

The timing elements for implementing mitigation measures and the definition of the approval process has
been provided in detail through this MMRP to assist staff from Reclamation and the Regional Water
Board by providing the most usable monitoring document possible.

AUTHORITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Reclamation, functioning as the Trinity River Restoration Program (TRRP), will have the primary
responsibility for the execution and proper implementation of the MRRP. The Regional Water Board
may provide Reclamation with support, as warranted. Reclamation will be responsible for the following
activities:

= Coordination of monitoring activities
= Management of the preparation and filing of monitoring compliance reports
= Maintenance of records concerning the status of all approved mitigation measures

SUMMARY OF MONITORING REQUIREMENTS

Table 1, which follows, summarizes the mitigation measures and associated monitoring requirements
proposed for the project. These mitigation measures are presented in the same form as originally
prescribed in the EA/DEIR - Chapter 3, Affected Environment and Environmental Consequences. The
mitigation measures are organized by environmental issue area (i.e., Land Use, Water Quality, etc.) for
both the Proposed Action and Alternative 1. Table 1 is comprised of the following four columns:
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= Mitigation Measure: Lists the mitigation measures identified for each significant impact
discussed in the EA/DEIR for the project. The same mitigation numbering system used in the
EA/DEIR is carried forward in this MMRP.

= Timing/Implementation: Indicates at what point in time or project phase the mitigation measure
will need to be implemented.

= Responsible Parties (tasks): Documents which agency or entity is responsible for implementing a
mitigation measures and what, if any, coordination is required (e.g., approval from Caltrans). If
more than one party has responsibility under a given mitigation measure, the tasks of each
individual party is identified parenthetically (e.g., “implementation” or “monitoring”).

= Verification: Provides spaces to be initialed and dated by the individual responsible for verifying
compliance with each specific mitigation measure.

RESOLUTION OF NONCOMPLIANCE COMPLAINTS

Any person or agency may file a complaint that states noncompliance with the mitigation measures that
were adopted as part of the approval process for the project. The complaint shall be directed to
Reclamation, via the TRRP office (P.O. Box 1300, 1313 South Main Street, Weaverville, CA 96093), in
written form providing detailed information on the purported violation. Reclamation shall conduct an
investigation and determine the validity of the complaint. If noncompliance with a mitigation measure is
verified, Reclamation shall take the necessary action(s) to remedy the violation. The complaint shall
receive written confirmation indicating the results of the investigation or the final corrective action that
was implemented to response to the specific noncompliance issue.
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State of California

Regional Water Quality Control Board
North Coast Region

NOTICEOF PREPARATION
FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTREPORT
Canyon Creek Suite of Rehabilitation Sites: Trinity River Mile 73 to 78

TO: Responsible and Trustee Agencies, and Interested Parties
FRO M: State of Califomia, Regional Water Quality Control Board, North Coast Region

SUBJECT: Notice of Preparation for a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the Bureau of Reclamation, Trinity River Restoration Program:
Canyon Creek Suite of Rehabilitation Sites: Trinity River Mile 73 to 78. The Draft
EIR/EA will be a joint document which meets both California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements.

LEAD AGENCY: North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (NCRWQCB),
State of Califomia

PROJECTTITLE: Canyon Creek Suite of Rehabilitation Sites:
Trinity River Mile 73 to 78

PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING: A public scoping meeting has been scheduled for October 20, 2005 at
6:30 pm. at the Junction City Community Hall, 71 Dutch Creek RD. (just south of HWY 299), Junction
City, CA. Information on the project will be presented and comments on the scope of the EIR accepted.
Announcement of the meeting will be made in Weaverville’s local newspaper, the T rinity Journal, and by
letterto local landowners.

NOTICEOF PREPARATION COMMENTPERIOD: A 30 day public review period for the Notice
of Preparation has been established from October 6 through November 7, 2005. The purpose of this
comment period is to provide involved agencies andthe public an opportunity to learn about the project
and to solicit commentsto assist the Lead Agency in identifying the range of actions, alternatives,
mitigation measures, and significant effectsto be analyzed in the EIR/EA. The Bureau of Reclamation
(Reclamation) will be the federal NEP A lead agency and both the U.S. Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) and the U.S. Forest Service will act as cooperating agencies under NEPA. T he public and
agencies will use this EIR/EA when considering proposed actions, permits, and/or other approvals for the
project.

Public and agency comments must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on October 31, 2005. Please
address comments, questions, and responses to:

North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board c/o

Trinity River Restoration Program

Attn: Brand Gutermuth

P. O. Box 1300

1313 Main Street

Weaverville, CA 96093



Voice (530) 623-1806, Fax (530) 623-5944, or email bgutermuth@mp.usbr.gov

APPLICANT:
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Northern California Area Office

Trinity River Restoration Program (T RRP)
P. O. Box 1300

1313 Main Street

Weaverville, CA 96093

BACKGROUND: The Central Valley Project Improvement Act (1992) andthe Trinity River Basin Fish
and Wildlife Management Act (1984) provide the legal authority for projectsthat restore the fishery
resources of theTrinity River. Specifically,these acts include language intended to protect, restore, and
enhance fish, wildlife, and associated habitats within the Trinity River Basin.

In December 2000,the Secretary of Interior signed a Record of Decision (ROD) for the Trinity River
Fishery Regoration Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS). This decision recognized that
restoration and perpetual maintenance ofthe Trinity River’s fishery resources requires rehabilitating the
river itself, and restoring the attributesthat produce a healthy, functioning alluvial river sysem.
Consequently the ROD included five componentsto ensure long-term restoration and maintenance ofthe
Trinity River: a) Variable annual insream flows ranging from 369,000 acre-feet (af) in critically dry
yearsto 815,000 af in extremely wet years; b) Physical channel rehabilitation, including the removal of
riparian bermsandthe establishment of side channel habitat; ¢) Sediment management, including the
supplementation of spawning gravels below Lewiston dam and reduction in fine sediments which degrade
fish habitats; d) Watershed restoration efforts, addressing negative impacts which have resulted from land
use practices in the Basin; and e) Infragtructure improvements or modifications, including rebuilding or
fortifying bridges and addressing other structures affected by peak instream flows provided by the ROD.
The Trinity River Restoration Program office in Weaverville, California was opened in September 2002
for the purpose of implementingthe ROD.

The ROD’s channel rehabilitation component focused attention on the needto physically manipulatethe
bank andfloodplain features of the Trinity River between River Mile 112.0 (Lewiston Dam) and River
Mile 72.4 (North Fork Trinity River). The channel recongtruction is intended to restore the Trinity
River’s historic alternate point bar morphology and habitat complexity to improve fishery resources. The
Canyon Creek Suite of Rehabilitation Sites: Trinity River Mile 73 to 78 (Project) isthe second project
scheduled to implement the ROD’s mechanical rehabilitation component and reworkthe Trinity River
floodplain based on pre-dam channel morphology characterigics.

The NCRWQCB, which issued Clean Water Act 401 Water Quality Certification for the Trinity River
Restoration Program’s Hocker Flat Channel Rehabilitation pilot project and has permitting authority for
thisproject, will serve asthe gate California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Lead Agency and will
prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) forthe project as described below. The NCRWQCB
requests your views concerning the scope and content ofthe environmental information germane to your
interests or agency’s statutory responsibilities in connection withthe proposed project. The public and
reviewing agencies will need to use this joint EIR/EA, prepared by the NCRWQCB and Reclamation,
when considering proposed actions, permits, or other project approvals.

A project description, location maps, and a summary of the potential environmental effects are included
in this Notice of Preparation.

PROJECT LOCATION:The proposed project sites are located along an approximately 6.3-mile stretch
of maingem Trinity River between the communities of Junction City and Helena, Trinity County,
California. The vicinity of the project is shown in Figure 1. Each channel rehabilitation site is referred
to by name; while collectively all four sites are referredto asthe Canyon Creek Suite of Rehabilitation



Sites (Project). The Environmental Study Limits (ESLs) for each site are illustrated inthe Project
Location Map, Fgure 2. Collectively,the four site ESLs comprise the project ESL.

Canyon Creek Suite of Rehabilitation Sites: Trinity River Mile 73 to 78 includes:

Conner Creek

The Conner Creek channel rehabilitation site begins at River Mile 77 .4 and extends 0.3
miles downstream alongtheTrinity River. It is found on the Dedrick, California 7.5-
minute United States Geological Survey (USGS) quadrangle map, Township 34 North,
Range 11 Wed, Sections 1, 35 and 36, MDBM, 040° 45' 15" North latitude by 123° 04' 00"
West longitude.

Valdor Gulch

The Valdor Gulch channel rehabilitation site begins at River Mile 75.4 and extends 1.10
miles downstream alongtheTrinity River. It is found on the Dedrick, California 7.5-
minute USGS quadrangle map, Township 34 North, Range 11 Weg, Sections27 and 35,

MDBM, 040°45'53" North latitude by 123° 05" 35" Wed longitude.

Elkhom

The Elkhorn channel rehabilitation site begins at River Mile 73.6 and extends 0.8 mile
downstream along the Trinity River. It is foundon the Dedrick, California 7.5-minue
USGS quadrangle map, Township 34 North, Range 11 West, Sections 27 and 28, MDBM,

040°45'53" North latitude by 123° 06' 08" West longitude.

Pear Tree

The Pear Tree site begins at River Mile 73.1 and extends 0.3 mile downstream alongthe
Trinity River. It is found on the Dedrick, California 7.5-minute USGS quadrangle map,
Township 34 North, Range 11 Weg, Section 28, MDBM, 040° 45'57" North latitude by
123°06'57" Wed longitude.

PROJECTDESCRIPTION: In joint action with Reclamation and BLM, the NCRWQCB is evaluating
the Project at each of these identified locations along the Trinity River. The Hocker Flat Project
representedthe initial TRRP effort to implement the mechanical channel rehabilitation component of the
2000 ROD. Together thisProject (encompassing four sites) and the Hocker Flat project (implemented in
2005), will not only work to enhance river processes at their discrete locations, but are also expectedto
synergistically worktogether for enhancement of river processes and ultimately to increase fisheries
habitat throughout the reach downstream of Canyon Creek.

Withinthe project ESL, discrete activity areas have been identified. Within these activity areas, a variety
of specific actions may be conducted that are intended to enhance or reesablish the Trinity River’s
altemate point bar morphology and channel complexity, and to subsequently provide an increase in
useable fish habitat. In addition, these actions are intended to enhance the riparian and terresrial habitat
adjacentto the Trinity River. The following actions may be conducted in one or more activity areas as
part of this project.

= Removal of Vegetation, including Mature Riparian Vegetation
= Earthwork in the Trinity River Floodplain

» Material Transportation

= Material Disposal

= Revegetation



POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS:

The EIR/EA is being prepared to evaluate potentially significant impactsto the environment. The
following section provides a brief discussion of the environmental factorsthat will be addressed in the
EIR/EA.

Air Quality. The EIR/EA will address regional air quality conditions in Trinity County andthe air
quality impacts resulting from the actions incorporated into this project. Air quality will be examined to
determine if the proposed Project would result in a conflict withthe North Coast Unified Air Quality
Management District regional air quality plan. The nearby Weaverville Basin is in moderate “non-
attainment” of gate PM10 standards. Vehicle exhaust and fugitive dust from construction activities on
and adjacent tothe site will be considered.

Noise. Potential noise impacts associated with congruction will be assessed in the EIR/EA. Noise levels
will be evaluated for consistency with the Junction City Community Plan, the Trinity County General
Plan and Zoning Ordinance, and State and federal sandards and guidelines regulating noise on public and
private lands.

Geology and Soils. Geological and seismic safety, and soils sability will be addressed in the EIR/EA.
Mineral resources will also be addressed, particularly asthey relateto activities authorized under the
federal 1872 Mining Law.

Hydrology, Water Quality, and Floodplains. The EIR/EA will address any hydrology, water quality,
and floodplain impacts that may occur asa result ofthe proposed project.

The congruction phase of the project may havethe potential to increase erosion, turbidity and
sedimentation levels downstream ofthe project sites. Activities within the active channel of the T rinity
River would be subject to water quality limitations imposed by the California North Coast Regional
Water Quality Control Board in conjunction with the issuance of a401 Certification pursuant to the
federal Clean Water Act.

The Trinity River has been listed under Section 303(d) ofthe Clean Water Act as a waterbody impaired
by sediment. AT otal Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) fortheTrinity River was completed by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency in December, 2001. It is anticipatedthat the project will improve the
beneficial uses of the Trinity River (cold water fisheries) that are impaired by sediment.

Per federal Executive Order 11988 (pertainingto floodplain involvement), public notice is hereby given
that the project includes congruction within the 100-year floodplain. Portions of the project are within
Zone A on the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM),
on public and private lands. Areas within Zone A have approximate delineations forthe 100-year
floodplain, but do not have defined base flood elevations. If it is determined that project activities would
result in a change tothe 100-year floodplain delineation, a floodplain risk assessment will be performed
to determine what impacts, if any, would occur to adjacent sructures andthe public. However, it is
anticipatedthat completion ofthe proposed project will reduce flooding risks and will not adversely affect
the 100-year floodplain delineation. Project activities in designated floodplainson private lands will
require issuance of aFloodplain Development Permit from Trinity County.

Biological Resources. Existing biological conditions within the Trinity River andthe area surrounding
the project sites will be described, and potential impacts of the proposed Project on vegetation and
wildlife will be assessed. The EIR/EA will evaluate the likelihood for any significant biological impacts,
including effects on endangered, threatened, rare, or other special satus plant and animal species, and
wetland/special aquatic resources.



The proposed Project ESL hasthe potential to support a variety of special-status species (listed and non-
listed). Spring and fall chinook salmon, coho salmon, Pacific Lamprey and summer and winter steelhead
are known to spawn within the Trinity River, and suitable spawning habitat is available for the species
within the sudy limits ofthe project. In addition, the Trinity River is designated as critical habitat for
coho salmon bythe National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration: Fisheries Section (NOAA
Fisheries). Other special-status and listed species within the project area could potentially include the
willow flycatcher, green sturgeon, silky cryptantha, northwestern pondturtle, yellow warbler, yellow-
breasted chat, bald eagle, and osprey. A comprehensive plant and wildlife inventory to determine species
presence/absence and potential project-related effectsto speciesthat may be present.

Because there are no known listed riparian and terrestrial species under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service within the project ESL, a Biological Assessment is not expectedto be required
pursuant to Section 7 of the Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA). A Biological Opinion (BO) was
issued by NOAA Fisherieson October 12, 2000 for the Trinity River Fisheries Restoration Program.

This BO is considered adequate to address listed fish speciesthat may be affected by this project. Though
they will provide biological guidance and will act as a trustee agency,the California Department of Fish
and Game has determinedthat they are not authorizedto permit federally funded T rinity River
Restoration Projects, like Hocker Flat and Canyon Creek Rehabilitation Projects. Consequently, neither a
#2081 Incidental T ake Permit” (Califoria Endangered Species Act) nor a“1602 Streambed Alteration
Agreement” will be required.

The project will be assessed for consistency with the state and federal Wild and Scenic Rivers Acts.
Completion of the proposed Project is expected to enhance anadromous salmon and steelhead fisheries;
both identified as outstandingly remarkable values of the Trinity River.

The proposedProject includes a variety of riparian and wetland habitat elements. These elements are
considered sensitive, and ecologically important to a variety of human and natural resources. Activities
associated withthe project could result inthe loss of an undetermined acreage of riparian habitat.

Per federal Executive Orders 11990 (pertainingto wetlands), public notice ishereby given that the project
may encroach upon wetlands. Congruction activities associated with the proposed Project could result in
temporary and permanent impactsto wetland features within the ESL that are subject to U.S. Army Corps
of Engineer’s (ACOE) jurisdiction, pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. Withinthe ESL, a
delineation of jurisdictional waters of the United States has been conducted and a delineation report
reviewed and verified by the ACOE.

Cultural Resources. A cultural resources survey and evaluation will be conducted, in compliance with
the cultural resource programmatic agreement (PA) prepared for the Trinity River Restoration Program in
cooperation with federal agencies, The Hoopa Valley Tribe, the California State Historic Preservation
officer, andthe advisory council on higoric preservation. This evaluation will assess the area within the
project ESL to determine the presence and significance of cultural and archaeological resources
identified. The project site does not contain any known prehistoric cultural resources; however, there
may be cultural resources that are currently hidden within the project study limitsthat could be unearthed
and discovered during the congruction phase of the proposed Project. If cultural resources are
encountered during the survey, a determination will be made in compliance with thePA.

Hazards. The actions associated with the proposed Project are not expectedto involve the use of
hazardous materials and, therefore, will not expose the public to significant hazard. Historic Mercury
deposits from past mining efforts may exig on site. However, based on findings at the Hocker Flat site,
chemical binding of Mercuryto the soils keepsrelease of Mercury below levels of concem. Hazards
related to movement of earth and its effectson Mercury availability will be addressed.



Land Use. The proposedProject is consistent with Trinity County’s General Plan and related policies.
No buildings or permanent sructures are located within the ESL. Mineral extraction activities occur
within the ESL, and will be incorporated into the project design. Growth-inducing impacts are not
expectedto occur as a result of the project, but will be examined.

Socioe conomic/Displacements/Environmental Justice. Right-of-way acquisition, residential/business
displacements, relocation assistance, business impacts, and neighborhood cohesion will be analyzed
pursuant to both CEQA and NEPA. Inaddition, environmental justice concerns will be addressed
pursuant to NEPA.

Public Services/Utilities. An analysis of public services and utilities associated with the proposed
Project will be included in the EIR/EA.

Visual Resources. A Visual Impact Analysis will be included in the EIR/EA describingthe exising
visual characteristics of the project area and analyzing any potential visual impacts.

Transportation and Circulation. Transportation and circulation impacts associated with the proposed
Project will be analyzed, including access during congruction, and any impactsto public roads, including
State Highway 299 West. A principal objective ofthe proposed Project isto ensure implementation in a
manner that provides safe transit in and adjacent to the project area. Activities within exising Right-of-
Ways for public roads may require issuance of an encroachment permit from the responsible agency.

Construction Impacts. The document will identify and analyze any further short-term consruction
impacts associated with air quality, noise, water quality, traffic congestion and detours, safety, visual,
business access, community facilities, etc.
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IGR/CEQA Review
Tri-299-36/68
Canyon Creek
NOP EIR
SCH# 2005102025
November 2, 2005

Brandt Gutermuth

Dept. of Water Resources
P.O. Box 1300

1313 Main Street
Weaverville, CA 96093

Dear Mr. Gutermuth:

Caltrans District 2 has reviewed the Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact
Report (NOP EIR) submitted on behalf of the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and the
California Regional Water Quality Control Board, for the Canyon Creek Rehabilitation
Sites. The project is located in the Trinity River between Lewiston Dam and the North
Fork Trinity River (River miles 112 and 72.4).

Caltrans looks forward to reviewing the Hydrology and Flooding sections of the EIR. It
appears the proposed project would benefit fisheries, wildlife, and the river system. As
identified in the NOP, hydrology, water quality, and floodplain impacts will be assessed.
Potential concerns include whether increased bank erosion or flooding impacts would
negatively impact State Route 299 adjacent to, and up- and downstream from the
project as the resuit of the proposed actions between the river and State Route 299.
We also look forward to the identification and provision of mitigation measures if
increased bank erosion or flooding impacts occur that would negatively impact the
State’s facilities.

Thank you for providing us the opportunity to review this project. If you have any
guestions, or if the scope of this project changes, please call me at 225-3369.

Sincerely, =

[fl L’( A hLil.,« ) (JF-

MARCELINO GONZALEZ
Local Development Review
District 2

“Calirans vnproves mobthiy across Califurrua”
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Brandt Gutarmuth

Trinity River Restaratlon Program
P O Box 1300

Weaverville, Ca 96093

RE: Canyon Creek Rehabilitation Sites Trinity River Mile 73 to 78
Dear Brandt,

This letter i3 in esponse to your request far comments on the Trinily River Restaration Canyon
Creek Fehabilitation Sfles. My concern is that disturbed soilbs in fhe npanan area will accelerate
the spread of invasive non-nalive plants, further akering the native plant communities, wild life
habitats, and the scenic nalure of the Trinity River. Dislurbed soils are paicularly vulnerable to
nvasive species. To address invasie planls | suggesl that the project include an integrated
weed management pian, Below is the integrated weed management definition found in Section
72705 of the Calforrea Food & Agriculture Code, Divsion 4, Part 4 Weeds, Article 1.7 Noxious
Weerd Management. |1 reads in whoke:

For the purposes of this article, “integraled weed management plan” means an
ecosystem-based contral strategy 1hat focuses on king-term pravention of weeds
through a combination of techniques. such as biclegical controls, judicious use of
hernckdes, moedfied [and management, and cullural practices, and where conirg)
practices are selected and applied in a manner thal rminimizes the risks to human
hiealth, nontargeted arganisms. and the envirenment.

This definition would be a good standard 10 follow regarding the complicated issue of invasive
spedies. Ong invasgive specikes that is rapidly spreading in the project area is Aidanthus
altissima; commanly know a3 1he Tres of Heaven. In the summer of 2003 the California
Department of Focd and Agriculture determined that” Alanthus altissima presents a serious
threal to Califormia's agricuttural lands and wild areas. Ecosystems are dominated by
Aitanthus to the point that their very function and composition are drastically allered.” i you go
to hitphwww cdfa.ca goviphppsipciweedmgtareasiwima index hp him then go o the counties
you will find at least four projects listed that had a goal of restoring riparian areas by Ireating
ailanthus with herbicidas.

The publication USEPA, 2000, Princi
states i parl: :

Amencan nalural areas are experencing sigrifican problems with invasive, non-
nalive {(exolic) species, 1o the greal detniment of our nalive ecosyslems and the
benehts we've long enjoyed from them. Many mvazsive spectes oul compete
rratives becauss they are expert colonizers of disturbed areas and lack natural

COMSERVATION |3 WISE -KEEF CALIFORMNIA GREEN AMD GLLCEN

M. EASE REMEMBER TO CONEERVE ENERGY FOR TIFS AWD INFORMATICN VST "FLEX YOLIR POWER" AT wiiir Cob S0



controls, The temporary disturbance present during restoration projects invites
colonizatlion by invasive spacies which. once established, can undearmmne
restoralion efforts and lead to further spread of theze hamful species. Invasive,
non-native spacies should not be used in a restoration project, and special
attention should be given to avoiding the unintentional imtroduclion of such
species at the restoration site when the site is most volnerable to invasion. In
some cases, removal of non-native species may be the primary goal of the
restaration project.

VWhat steps will you take to protect the nalve: species that are located in the areas you will be
disturbing’?

The California Matrve Plant Society in Roberson E.B. 2002, Barriers to Mative Flant
Conservationn the Unted Slates: funding, staffing, law. States in part:

Non-native Species Threaten Ecoaystems

MNative plants are encircled by threats. One of the mast serious is invasions by non-native
plants, ingects, and disease organisms. Inthe United States, invasive nan-native species
are eztimated to be the second greatest cause of species decline and extinction, following
only direct habitat conversion. Successful conservation of native plants, ecosystems and
the services and values they provide depends on praventing and conlroling infestabons by
myasive non-nalive species.

After stream bank and channel restoration work, follow up surveys for invasive speties

are recommended. | took forward to this project including effective measures for the
prevention, control, and eradication of nvasive species.

Sineeraeby,

Shasta-Tronity Lnit, Weaverville
PO Box 1295

Weaverville, CA 96093
530-623-3658]
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WATER GUALITY CORTRO PASE
Natlve Amarican Contacts
Trinity County
Octobar 25, 2005
Hoopa Vealley Tribe Wintu Edecational and Cultural Coungil
Clifford L. Marshal, Chairperson Robert Bums
P.O. Box 1348 Hoopa - Hupa 12138 Lake Bhd. Wintu
Hoopa » Gy 95546 E?EBS%?IE 63313 CA 955003
arshaliatlawd ab.net *
?g-ﬁﬂ] E25-4211 ey
{530) 625 4594 Max

Mor-Rel-Muk Matior
dohn W Hayward, C:halrperson
PO Boy 673 Wintu

Havyfork « A BERO4H
{53)6? B2g-4296
{530) 528-5100 FAX

Round Valley ResepvationfCovely Indian Communiy
Shannon Bamey, Frasdent

P.C. Box 448 Yuki ; Nomolaki

Covet: » TA S5428 PiL Rivar

(707) 983-8126 Fomo

(707 983-5128 - FEx C oSO
Wailaki: Wintn

Tenungwe Coundl

Chares Amman

P.O. Box 273 Southarn Haopa

Sathygr . Lib 95563

{530) 625-3355

(530) 529-33586 FAX
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TRINITY COUNTY
Weed Management Cooperative
{TCWMC)

Detober 26, 2003

Brand! Gutermuth

Trinity River Resteration Program
P O Box 1300

Weavervlle, Ca 96093

RE: Canyon Crook Rehabililation Sites Trinity River Mile 73 to 78
Daar Brarudt,

The Trinity County Wead Managament Cooperative (Waed CO-0P) is & cooparative
affort betwean the state, Trinity County departments, federal agencies, agriculiural
intarasts, private grxups, and individuals, The program o direched at contralling,
supprpasing, and eradicating non-native, invasive, noxious weeds. Tha praposed
Trinity River restoration project includes in part vegetstion remaval, esrth movement in
and adiatent 1o the foodplain, and revegetation, Cur concam is that distarbed soils in
the riparian araa will accelerate the gpresd of invasive, non-native plants, further
altering tha rative plant commundes, wild|ife habitats, and tha scenic natum of thea
Trinity River. Dislurbed soits are paricularly vulnerable to invasive species. To
addrass invasive plants the Weed CO-0P recommands that the projedct include an
integrated weed menagemen plan. Below is an axcerpt from the Waed CO-0P's
Strategic Plan that describes cur approach to invasive species. This plan uses
scientifically based integrated past management principles to reduce the spread of
NOXI0US wesds,

Noxicus weods pose a threat to Trinity County crops, rangelands, irigation
systams, roadsides, wild lands, recreation areas and homes, Yeed control is
bast achieved using a long-term, integrated approsch. Weed management is
an effort to eradicate, suppress, or contain & weed infestation from a particular
grea, Integrated weed managoement (W) is & systams approach (o weed
control, WM involves developing a planned, strategic program that will take
sovard! factors intc consideration to maximize weed control. These
considerations include the cantrel objactives for the land (eradication,
supprassion, or conlainment}, the effectiveness of the contrg] technique on the
target apactas, biofogical and environmanta) factors, land use, economics,
policy and legal restrictions, practicality, and the extamt and nature of the weed.
YWhan implemanting weed controd techniques, this approach considers using 2|
available control mathods known for a weed spacies. Thase methods include



chemical, physical, cullural or mechanical methods, as wall as general l[and
managemant prachicas, Binlogica! control may also be usad for containmsnt
and contred obeclives but nol for eradication.

Tha Weed CO-0OP beliovas citizens and landownears in our commurnity underastimate
haw noxious ard invasive weads negalivaly affect the anvironment, economy, and
natural resources. The Weed CO-0P encourages you to adopt an integrated weed
managemnent approach o invasive spacies found in the areas you will be working in.
For the full taxt of our stratagic plan for Trinity Courdy go to our wabsita:

h

aoviphppsdt it Trind

How does the Trinity River Restoration Program plan to address the prevention,
tontrol, and aradication of invasive plant speciss, taking into consideration Trnity
County's policies on herbicide use?

Thank you for the oppartunily o comment on tha Canyon Sreek Suite of Rebabilitation
Sitas.

Sincearely,

=

Mark T. Lockhart
Chaimnan
Trinity County Waed Management Cooperative
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