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The Mid-Pacific Regionsd CHTee of the Burcaos of Reclamation (Reclamabion) has found
that an crisirominental impact statement 15 pol regquiced for the execulion ofup o 12 nlenm
tenewdl waler service contracts [or up Lo & wo-vedr pericdl B Mareh 1, 20068 theooah
February 28, 2008 fsee attached1able). The Supplemental Eovironmental Assessment (EA}
o those XHM Rencwal of Interin Water Scrvice Contracts s incorporated by referonee
imto this Finding of Mo Significant Impaet (FOMNETL amd supports this TONNS]L

Section 34 1 pofthe Central Valley Frojeot Inproverment Act {CVPLA ) stipulales thiat
Feclamation must prepare appropriate snvironmental review foe renews| of existing long-
termn water serv e sontrsets. Inaccondance wath Section 3000 ), waner contracs roay
be renewed [or an intedm period not W exeged three yvears and for successive interim
periond 5 not 1o cxgced 1w years prior to exccoution ol new long-temn gomracts. Becanze the
existing intenm conracts will cxpire i February 2006, belore long-term conlacts can be
cxcouted, this setion i= nesded 1o provide contimued water delivery oohese Contrd Valley
Peoqect (CW Y mtetim conleaciors.

Feclamaticin inially prepared an FA o December (994 10 evaluate potential mpacts of
ternm renew al of 07 waler servjce eontracts fram Decomber 19 through Februany 1993,
The 67 contmels considered o the [994 EA were reduced to 54 through consolidation,
terrminalion, or wasignment, A FOSS] for that action wias sswed m Ceeember 1994,

Keclamation completed suppbemental EAs m Februarny 1998, February 2000, February
200, Febowary 2002, and Februaey 2004 1o evaluate potential impacts (roim interim renewal
cantraels 1or an additional fwo vears from Mareh P998 theowgh Februany 2006, an
sdditional cne-year From March 2008 to Fehruary 20010, an additional v years from
March 2002 to February 20606, and an additeanal twer vears from March 20004 10 Febroary
2006, FOMSIR for the 1998, 204640, and 2001, 20462 and 200 interin contracls renewials
wiTe gpprovid.

The proposad action is 1he excoulion of 18 intcrim renevwal contracts (IRCs) botween the
Loniteed Seates seond cantractors for op o hwo years. With the exceplion of revisions 1o
Articles 1 and 2, 1he 1enns and conditions of the Fxisting Toerin Benewal Comeoaet gre
incorpotated by reference ot the proposed mibenm rencwal coniragt.




Reclamation’s findimg, that implementation of the proposed action will tesull in g
significant impact to the guality of the human coviconment is suppocted By the nlowing
factors.

1. Surface water o nterim rencwa] contrscl inebaeded m this setion will change contract
water quantitics from the quantities n the cxisting contracls, and none will caose any
mereased water use, Theredore, there will be no efteet on surfiice waler supplivs or qualiny,
Fot the same reacon, renewal of imterim contracts will ol resultim any prosth-inducing
empacts that will increase waer demand doring (he w10 beesyear peniod of Hhis renewal,

2. Land use  The renicwal of contracts s il not provide for additioensl water supplivs that
could act a5 an mcentive for conversion of native Babilal [or increased acrease of
aericilird production, municipal and indugtoial developmynl, or other activimes. Lise of
contracl waler for periculuralfimigation use or municipalindustrial {(ME&D under the
proposed interim cantrzcts wiil noet change from the purpose olfuse speciticd o the existing
contracts, however, the amount and tvpes of coops planted will van acoconding 10 the annwezl
waler allocation amd Fanning practices, aml 2 snell quantry of jeegawon use may be
changed o M&T purposes where the existing contract and governing Livs and regulatvgns
allow, Criven the two-wear penod of this renewal amalysis, thore will be no net effect on
Lo use.

3. Biological resources  The amount and timing of storage ol CVEF reservoies and flows in
nvers and sircams that comvey CV P water dunng the 1w o-vear aonalysis period arc expoeiod
te kg sinilar we the aoounl and v of storage and lows under historic CVE operations
and will conform with all existing biolomecal vpinions and with regulatory requiremeots,
Renewsl of the interim comiracts will not cause changes in exsting programs o protect
Biological resources, abd proerams will contioue w be mplemented @ ensore that ne
sipsificant impacts to Mological resources will ocour.

4. Threatened and endangercd species  Reclamation has conprlela] consaliatiom with e
oA Fishenes (sational Marine Fishenes Scerviced and the L7.8, Tish and wWildlite
Lervice on the propased mtenm renewal action, The resulls of these ESA Scction 7
consultangns, alung with implememanan of all applicable reywirements, cnsuee thar
penewal of inderim contracts will mow resul in any signcfican gffzct o theeatened or
endangvred spocics,

5. Culwrdl resources and Indian Sacred Sies - ‘The proposed action will not couse
activitics that cauld alfvet cullueal rescurees, National Register listed or eligible histon
properliss, of Indian Sacred Sites: such as pomuanent changes in rescrvoir elevations,
development of native habital [or agneolural or ME&] vse, or the constmclion of any new
facilities, Mo impacis 10 cultural resources or Indian Sacreal Sites ure oxpocied.
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fi. Reercation resources The proposed action will not caose changes in histonic TV
opcrations thal detenming reseneeir slonge ar the amaunt ar Wning of waler deliveces.
Thuercfore, e impecls o tecreational eysoubees aee anlicipated.

7. Lnvirenmuemal Justice  The proposed action will ned cguse chinges in historcal water
supplivs or OV operations and, ws wresul, o changes i popnlaesn, ccehontics, of other
idicatars of sacial well being will result from the contrsct eencwal. The proposed sclivn
will suppon conlinued agricelural prodiection and therelore will not canse changes W
employvment of minomity and [ow-income populitions. The praposed action will oot result
m a dispraportionaiely bigh or adverse health or eoviemmental effecl on minority
papulations or lovw-1cotne poplations. There arc g covirotnwendal jostce Inplications
from the proposed setion,

H. Indian Trust Asscls  Continged delivery of project waler to the existing contracts will
not alffcct woy I Trist Assers becagse existing nghas will not be aflceled. mo physical
chanues 1o existing Tacilitios ar propesed, and Ao new Goilities aee propoded.

¢ Ecanonue tesources  The rencwal of interim CV'P contracts will not cause changes
from existimyg comtracts im deliveries ot priciog ol OV water, OV P faeiliies operations,
CVFP power weneration and wiy, or reergaiion use, amd will therefitre nof ciuse eoonamic
Inpacts.

Information ahaut the Supplemental A prepared for the proposed getion or this FOXSI
rray B crhtdined feotn Frank Michny, Bureaw of Beclapumion, amld (9146 97850235
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Central ¥Valley Project 2006 Interim Renewzl Contractors, LIRC coniract
{uantirics. and Ihc propused 2006 coptracl number
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CHAPTER 1
PURPOSE AND NEED

1.1 [XTERODLCTION

O Owtober 30, 1992 1he President sapned into law the Reclamiation Projects Qethorization enid
Adierment Acr of P82 {Public Law 102-375) that includued Title 34, 1he Central Valley Progect
Improvement At {CVPIAYL I aceonlance with Sectian 340300} ol the UVELA, the Burean of
Reclamation {Reclamation) proposcs g execute 15 inderin waler service contrscts beginninyg
Wlacch 1, 2006, Interm rengwal contracts (JR{s) are underaken under the authonty of the
VLA Lo provide g bridue Between the expiration of the ariginal long-lerm warer service
cuantract and the exceation of o new long-1onm water senvicy contract, The 15 water service
contracts proposcd for interm rengwal im 2000 ary Tisted i Table 10 These 18 intecim contnuwls
will be renewed for a oncsvear pureiog Trom March 1, 2006 throwsh Februaty 28, 2007, and some
coniracts ay nocd 1o be extended for an additional one-year inlenm renewil penoed rom March
o 200VT 1o Fobrugry 29, 2008, Therefore, e seope of 1bis envirgmmental walvsis covers the
delivery of contract waker for a twa-wear period from March 1, 2006 throwsl Febroary 24, 2(HR.
In the cvent a new lone-lem waler contricl 18 excouted, the inlerim water service contract then m
elfect would by superseded by the [ong-letm water servics contriel.

Reclamation has peeparcd ths supplemental Enviconmental Aszessogn {LA) to dewermione iE any
actiens ocourming from the ¢xeculion of these 1R miterim contracts for up to two years {from
March 1, 2006 wp to Felewary 290 2008 ) wll resull incany impaeets pol analyeod o the 19494
intenm Renewal Contrecls EA {Burcau of Reciamation 1994), e 1498 Supplemental EA
{Bur¢an of Reclamaion 1998), the 20000 Supplemental EA (Burvan of Reclamation 20000, 1he
2001 Supplemental FA (Buorvau of Beglamation 20007, 1he 2002 Sopplemenal T [Buresy of
Reclamation 2002}, or the 20HW Supplemontal EA (Bureau of Boclamaiion 20064). Thess six
previons documents are meomorited by reletenee inlo this analbvas, he 2004, 2002, 2000, and
2000 1RCT Supplemamal 12A% are mehided in Appendix ©, The December 1994 EAL and
February 1998 Supplemental EA are incorported by reference and are available by reques.

Thng 2006 Supplemental 15A provides he sections 1hal have ipdated infomation, additional
discnssions, or lable changes from the 2004, 2002, 2001 or 2000 Final Supplemental FAs. Ths
envircamental aoalys=is wae developed congisient with repdations aed giadanee from the Coanel
on Envirenmental Quality, and in conlemnance with the analvsis peovided in NROC v, Peretiryem,
iy, oo 5-B8-1058 (Patverson ). T Panlerson the Coon found that = on] poing projocts and
activilics require MEPA [MNatonal Environmental Pohey Act] peocedures only when 1hey
underse changes amousting i Lhemselves o further "major sclion™” Lo addition, the coun went
further to state that the NEPA statulary requirement applies only Lo those chanpes. The analysis
i this supplemental Fa and the ingorporated EAs Dinds in large part that the inlenim rencwal of
the conleacts 15 N cascies @ continuaticn of the “status quo,” thar is, 1hey cantinue the existin
asier and allocation of resalrnes (1,0, the same amount of waler s being provided to the same

ARy FOOES Dmaly SIpHnmanlac FaA o fpa 306 mandacal of teenn Waler Sare o6 Dainis Page 5



Tanls Tor exiabing omgaing plrposes).

1.2 BACKGROL 5D OF [STERIM RESEWAL COXTRACTS

Sections Jdtkdch and 34 of the OV PLA stipulate thae Reclamation must prepare a
peogranunatic convironmettal unpact statement (PEIS) analyzing the dirget amd indiresn mnpaeis
and benefits of unplemuenting the OV PIA before renewing long-term U1 water servcy
comtruors, The complexiny of 1he analysis associated with the CVPIA PEIS cxterded its
contplerion until October 1999, with a Record of Decision approved on lanwary 4, 2041

The PTIS cvaluated CVP-wide impacts of Jang-tenn comract renewal. As contrac renewal
negatiations wore completed, Reclamation prepared envirenmental decumends thas Uer from the
FETS 1w analyre the local effizets of long-temn eontme) eenewals af e divigion, wiil, o facilily
lesolr

Reclamation complelesd Weng-tenm cootract renewal ciimonmumlal dosurmemtation in carly 2001]
for OV P contracts m the Fejan Division, Hidden [Uniy and Buehanan Uit of the CVIP
{Reclamation 20040, 2H)1h). Twonty-five of the 28 Frant Division long-erm contracts weore
cxecuted betwevn January and February 2001, and the Hidden Ut angd Bughiman Lnin long-lerm
cuntracts Wiy exeeuied in Feboacy 200010 The Foaon Davigion Jotg-1erm cunteacts witl the Cily
of Lindsay, Lewis CUreck Water Dhsunct, and City of Fresno were exceuted in 2005

A linal environmemal mpact staterment analyzing effeets of fhe long-teem eenewal of the
Sacramento River Setilement Contracts (SRS and the Colusa Prrain Mulual Water Company
(UMW) was completed in Decernber 2004 {Beclamatton 20046). The 147 SRSCs were
exceuted m 20004, and the CDMWC contract was exoecuted oo May 27, 2005, A pevised EA for
the long-term renewal of the Feather Water Dhstrict water-service replacement coneact was
compleded Augast 15, 2005 {Reclamation 2005], and the long-1orm contract was exeouled ob
Seplemnber 27, 20060,

Envieemmental doguments were completed by Boclamation i Februany 2005 for the long-lenn
renewal o CW I contracts i e Shasta Divisieo and Tonity River Divisions (Reclamation
200150y, the Black Butte Unit, Coming Canal Lni. and e Telama-Oolusa Canal Lot of the
Sacramonto River Division {Reclamanion 2005¢], All long-term OV ¢ontricts ot Lthe Shasta,
Trmily and Sucramento River Mhvisions were execuled between Fobeaary anld 3y 2.

Within the Delta Division, Reglamanon complewd long-1em eovirsnmental documents for e
Dielta=Mendota Canal Ut {Reclamation 2005d), 5. Deparment of Veteran Aluirs
(Rechamation 200E), and the Contra Costa Waler District (Reclunation 20030, aml execnied 17
ol Divasion lomg-temn renewal comeucts in carly 2005, As indicated in Lable 1, three
cenlractors in the Delta-Mendota Canal Undt have oo yel exceuted a long-term renswal conlracl,
ard G ie respective xisling inlenim contrscts cxpice Fobroary 24, 2000, Reclamation ix pursiing,

Jir iy 2005, Lt Suplgemanizl EA far Ihe g serraal O nbacim Wane Socede Sanliacis Fage 2



execulion of these remaining long-lorm water servies contracd renewals within this inleom penod
{March 1, 200K to Februany 28, 2003),

The Cross Valley Canal (V) and the Amenean River Invisien conlract negotialions are
helieved to be essentially complete. Final envirenmental decumentation of the Amencin River
Lrivizion and the CVC long-term eomirae renewal is pending. Foclamation is pucsuing
completion of environmental compliancy and ciecution of these remaining long-term water
servive pondracts withio tbns interim peerod (Maech 1, 2006 1o February 28, 2008) (sce Table 1).

In addition. Beelamation 15 currently commpeting the conmru aeeetialions and enyironmental
documontatian for contracte within the San Lors Ut (W est 5an Josguin Divisien) and the San
Felipe Davision of the CVE, With e excepion of four interin comdracts listed on Table 1, water
service vontracts in the Sao L Ui eapaee botwoen Decctaber 2007 and Deecrber 2008, with
one in Febrmary 2024, and the San Felipe Division contraces cxpire in 2027, Reclamation
anticipales cxcouling ocw lome-tenmn comtracts for the San ks Lnil and San Felipe Thivision
before 1he contracior's Tespeclive exisling condraclys expire consegeently, most San Luis and San
Felipe Dhvision contracts do not reguice inferim contracts and arc not considered i this
cnvironnicntal assessment,

1.3 PLRAPOSE AND NEER FOR ACTIDN

The pumose of the proposcd aclion is to execute L3 interim contrscls 1o cxtond the tonn ot the
COnURCiers " exislimg intenma rene sl comtract(s) for up o iwo years, beginning March |, 2006
and ending February 28, 2008, Lxcoution of these 18 imenm contracts is needed o continge

delivery alf OV P water w these contractors wintil ihewe new [ung-letn contrict can he execuled.

1.4 [55ers RELATED T CVE WATER USE USDRER TUE PROPOSER TN TERIMN COXTRACTS
1.4.1 Cantract Service Arveas

"o changas o any cantracior’s service arca arc part of the proposed action. A requaest by an
INWrim contraclor to change to s existing service srea would be a separate federal action.
Neparate appropriang eovironmertal complimcy and documenation would be compleied before
Reclamation approves a land inclusion or cxclusin o any OVP contractonr s somvice area.

1.4.2 Purpose of Use

Lege oo contract water Tor agrncultural imgaton ose or munigipalindustinal {3&1) use under ihe
proposcd ntenim conttacts Wwill nol change Irotn the pogwese of wse spocilied ino the exisling
contrscts, However, the amount anil tvpes of crops planted will vary aecording to the annoal water
allocaion and larmiog practices. and o small quantity of imigation use may be changed to V&I
purpescs where the existing contract and goveming aws and repulations allow.

Jor gany 3005, [(EE Espréemental FE Tex 2t U0 Rpmpwen” 2F Inieam WAL Soroge Lonacts Pana 3



1.4.3 Waler Transfers and Exchanpes

Mer sales, transiers, of exchanees of OV 1" waler are pant ol he proposed action. Wiaer sales,
transfers, and exchanges are separate actions and ang independenl af inlerim comragl rengwals.
Pursuant 10 Section 3405 ol the CVPLA, transiers of UVP waler requine appropridbe sie-specific
envirnmental compliance and documentatian, Appropriale sile-speeiNe epvironTental
documentgion i alae prepared for all CW P warer exchmpe actions,

1.4.4d Water Assignments

Agsiviments of UV water arc not inclhided in the proposed action, Aoy changes in OV waler
assipnmenls are separate, intdependent actions that reguire their awn environmenlal compliance
and docwmentation. Five inlerin cormraciors have previous|y oblained assigenwnty or parhal
assunmends o OV water {seg Table 1) The direet, indiecet, and cumulative ¢ftects of these
assigninent actions were analvecd m previous cnviroonental decuments {Reclamation 14HY,
20020, 23, 20020, 2004, 2005y,

1.8.5 Warrcn Act Contracts

Warren Act contracts between Reclamation and swalcr comtractars far the eonveyance ol on-tixderal
waler through federal Gacilitees or for the storape of non-federal water in federal Tactlities arc nol
ineluded in this project deseoption,

1.4.6 Article 55 Convivances

{Conveyance of non-federal water under Anicle 35 of o contractor's Stale Water Projeet {(3WP)
Supply comraat i not @ federal action, amd oo Acicle 535 convevanee actions are inclled inihis
project deseription for the rencwal ol OVP nlerim water-sorvice contlracts.

1.5 PUsbic Isvoly EMESNT

Fublic participation regirements for water semiee, repayment, and olher water-related contracts
are ¢stablished in Section 90 of the Reclamation Projeer Aol 1939, 43 T2.5.07 45850, and by
ERA rules amil reaulation (43 CFR 42622 Mablic panicipation procedures are composcd of
Ty Pt elements: Ly puliicice proposed comirect actions, and 21 provide an opponuniny for
public comment, Hoeclasmation provides public notices of proposcd contrct activns an least B0
dayy prior o exevulion af any contreet withos term wreater than | wear, Seeotiations bave boen
compleied for 1he dralt form ol the 2000 mterun rencwal conlracts, arud all proposed 20046
e comiraets will iave temm ol one pear.

Jaroary 2009 Elrﬂﬂ Eugpwrnentl &6 fpr 1m0 2006 Harawal 21 Inlanm Watne Semarn Cneraos Pag.u F
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CHAPTER 2
ALTERNATIVES

2.0 PHOPOSER ACTION ALTERNATIVE

‘The Proposed Action altermatve ovaluated iothis dogumem is the ceeemion of upoo 18 inkeriom
renewal waler service copteacts horw een thy United States and the OV P contraciors histed o
Fable 1. The existing e renewal contracts lsted on Table | expire February 28, 200k The
Froposed Action wauld continue these eXistiog imenm conaels, witl only minor, admimisteatie
changes to the contracl provisions.

The 18 imering contrisLs considerad in by document will be renewsced for a one-year period from
March [L 2006 throweh February 2%, HET: however, wnexpocted delays in a lope-term contrast
negatiation or long-lerm covironmenal docementation might ynexpectedhy delay exevmion of3
Fomuetertn contracl an slditional year. Therefoes, the period ol analysiz m this enviroomenlal
agsessnent covers o twg-vear podiod (March L 20086t Febroary 249, 20808) to wscluds an
additipnal one-yoar interim renewal pened if necessary, o the ovent thal a new long-term waler
conlraed 15 executed. thad mlenm walér service conlret would then gxpire.

Mo changes o any UV serviee ared ane par of the proposed action,. OV P water delivenes under
the 18 proposed imenm contraels can be usad only within ¢uch designated contree) senvicy arca
{see Appendix BE Contrct sorvice arcis far the proposel irtetim comeacts bave not chanscd
fron the cxisting intorim contracls.

The proposed 204 intenm renewal contrsel quanuties (see Table ) remain the same as i the
exNE 0 s aler-service contragly. Warer can by delivered wader e milerin waler srvice
contracis in quantitics up o the conteact total. alikough il s lkely that delivenes will be less than
e contract wial,. The existing interm contracts gan be vigwad on-line a1

waww, ishr povAnpovpia’ 3 40de: N _contrectsindex htmy {click on 2004 Intcrim Rencwal
Comtracts oo 20005 Inlerim Rengwal {onuneish, andd @ simple existing intemm renewsl contrac! is
provided i Appendix A of Hhis dociment. The terms and conditians of the existing imeriom
renewal conlracts are incorporated by relerence 1nlo the Proposed Action contract, cxcept for
these revisions:

The vight Crenss Yalley Canal mterun: conltacls

fay The first senionce o Subdivision {a) of Anticle 1 18 mcadilied ag fodlovs: T his imesim
reepacwedl comtract shal] be effecive from March 1. 2006, and shall remaan i etfect

throweh February 28, 2007 and thereafler will bz retowed as Sesenbuod in Subdivision [a) of
Arcle T oof the letenm Benewal Contract i a long-1emm renewsl contracl has oot baen
exceuted with an cifective camunengement date o March 1, 240077,
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fby Subdivision (b) of Aricle T of the Existing loerim Rencwal {Contract 15 amended by
deleting the date “February 15, 2000", and replacinge same with the date “Fobmuany 15, 20007

(e Subdivision (e} ol Amele 1 od the Existng Imeriom Rengwal Cuonlract is amended by
deleting the dates “Tehenaey 1, 2006, “February 13, 20006, and “February 28, 2006, and
replscing same with the dates “Febrpare L 2007, “Fobrwary 15, 20077 and “Tebroary 18,
20077 espuctively.

Similar languaee will be usel o change the daes rederenced w0 Articley | ool 2 of the ather ten
propesed 2006 oleeim renewal contracts, Fhese revisions would take efTest on March 1, 2006,
Except for these date changes and minot adnnistrative changes, all proposed 2004 inlenm
renewal contracts witl remim the same 3% the cxisting interim renewsd confmes. The pooposed
inlerim contracls can be vicwed on-Tne at wwos aoshe govmpiospa Jallde 1_gontmctsindex, biml
{elick an 2006 Inferim Benewal Copiracts). A sample of a proposcd interim eenswal contracl 1s
provided 1 Appendix A,

The Proposed Action altemabive is pomparable 10 Altecnative 1, contineansn of existing mterim
contracts, analyzed m the 2000 Supplenental EAL Subscotion 3034e)0 L) speeilies Lthat inlenim
renewal comtacts will pol excesl three veaes im leogth, and e for suceegsive interinm pedids of
ol o han Lwe yeaes i length, The cueeent contract peovigsions are those that are ncloded in
the exigting nterin renevwal contracts and specified in the 2002 Supplemental EA. They contam
only minor vanatiens froms the provisions desenbed in the 1994 EA the 1998 Supplemental EA,
the 2000, 2001, and e 2O Supplemental Ay,

All other existing conltact provisions such s condract supply. delivery of water. point of
diversion and respansibilicy for distnbuticn of water, water use, paymenb, water quality, water
MEASUTCALENt, Walct conscrvation, water shortags, discretionary provisions ol 1he Reclamation
Frelomm A, Eodangered Species A¢t comphanee, anid standard actic¢les ore not changed {see
Section 2.1.1 af the 2000 Supplenumial EA, presented in Appendix )

2.2 ATERSATIVES COSSIBeEED BUT By e Fross FLpTiER ANALysls
2.2.1 Mo Reoewal of Interim Contracts

Sanfeneaal ﬁl'uxiﬁ[it]g contragls 15 comsidered infeasible bused on Sectinn 3403(c) of the CVELA,
which states thar .. the Nceeclary shall, upon request, cenew ay existing long-tean cepayment of
waler service contract for the delivery of water from the CVIE, “{emphasis added). The non-
renewal allemative was consideral, byt eliminaed feoe i m s PA becise Reclamation has
ne discretion nol [o Tensw cxIsling, WwalcT service contracts.
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2.2.2  Reduction it Interim Contract Water Quantitics

Reduction of contract water quantities dug 1o the enrrent debiverey eomgliaints on the OV system
fidentified 1o the PEIS) was consdered 1o centain cascs, bt rejecied from this analysis of the 18
interim renewal conlracts for scveral reasons:

First, the Reclamatean Peoject Act of 1936 and the Reclamation Mroject A<t of P23 mandate
eetewal af cxisiing contrect quamities when benelicially used, Water-needs assessments
have been completed forall CVE comtracions to idennify the amount ol watcer thaw could be
henelicially wsed by each water servive vontdractor. In alnwose all OV P contracts (inclading
these 18 cunlrmweis), the contracior’s water needs execed or equal the cumend tolal contract
quantity. However, the quantity of water delivered under the contract is fimited 1o the
amount that can be pul 10 benelicial use or the existimg contract apiounl, whichever is logy.

Second, the shorage provision of the waler service conleact proleets Reclamation’s
Cootracting OfTiver from Hability from the shortages i water allocations that exist due 1o
drowszh, ather physical constraints, and actions 1aken 10 mect legal ot regulatory
reguitements. Such legal or repulatory aclions include. for example, sctions W mplement ihe
CYPLA, whaeh has dedicated sigiificant amounts of 5P water 1o cnvirommental uses and
which prowvides lomaling frean the OV P conteactors o npaonce halilal and o aqgaiee waler fr
ervironmenial purpascs.

The CWETA required Reclamation o inglilole envirenmental management oz pan o5 he VP
aperationy, sueh as allocation of S0000KF acre-{eat for fish and watdlife purposes, refuse
waler supply, and acqusition of waler frone willing scllers. These legal reguircments, in
addition w existmye Federa! and Stale requirements for OV P aperiions, provide {or
regulatorycnvironmental uzy of VP waer and constrain the actual water-delivory amounts.

Third, retaining the Tl histone water auamities inder comeast provides the condeactions with
asslrane the water will e made dvailaldle i woller years and Belps to support invesunents
tar local storage, water conscnation improvements. and capital repairs.

223 (dher Alternatives

Uther alkernatives, nehuding wered pricing, arc being addressed throush the oeaolialions process
for Tong-term contracts, Appropoate altematives will he evaloated as par of the enviconmental
compliance process for loneg-lenn contract renewals, Reclamation is pursudine cotnplation of the
remaining long-1etm contracl renewsls, Reclamation anticipates completing envirenmental
compliance and cxecming the remaining 18 [ong-lermn waler senvice contracts williin this interim
eoniract torm { IO (o 2008 ).
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{CHAPTER 3
AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSEQUENGES

The Alfyeted Envivonment sand Envitonmental Conseguences o fhis 29000 Supplememal BA
presents only thase seelions thet have ppdated infrmation, additional discussions, or ahle
changes fram the 2606, 2002, 20010 and 200K Final Supplemental Las, The Proposed Action
allernative is eomparable to Alemative |, conlimuation ol existing interim contracts, analyéed in
the 2000 Supplemental 1A,

The existing attecied environment conditions are cssenlially the sarme as those desenibed o the
initial 1994 EA and subsequent Supplemental LaAs, € onsisient with existing OVE and CVPIA
biological opinions, Keelamanian implemented a Contreal Valley Hubital Manneting Progran
CCVTIAAPY i 1999 10 map anl pnonitar habatal inside CVE waler service areas. The CVHMP
uses salcllite nnapcry and acnal photography (o idenify nalural habitas and monilar habin
changes that may be ocourming ipside OV water seevice arcas, The Y1IMP davabase
henchmark weare 1s 1993, and thae 1993 data eellecrs land-use and habitat condiions deserbed in
the affecled cnvitonnent seehions of the 1994 EA (Reclwnanon 144 Companscrs of the 19693
bene hmark-year w0 recent available satgllile imagery {20000 show that habitat conditions wside
1he TR water service areas have changed s ory e sinee the first RO envirommental analysis in
L4, wineh frther supports conclusions presented in the 2004, 2002, 2007, and 2000
Supplemental [RC Envirommental Asscssments, Sumanes of land-use and habival changes
insile cach [RC service arca hepween 19493 and 2000 ape prosemted in Appemhix ) The CVHMP
hag recemby abmed 2005 satclline-imagery of the Cerareal ¥alley, and 15 analveang land wse
changes that may have occurmed inside OV 1P contract serviee arcas between 2000 and 2005, The
205 analysis s expectiod o be complewed m o wvears.

3.1 B gcioal RESOURCES

3.1.1 Proposed Action Alternative

The faith paragraph from the 2001 Supplomental (R4 Envirommental Assessimetn is revisod as
totlows:

C¥Pwide mpacls e biolegical resources were cvaluaed in the PEIS, and a FWS Biological
Opinien o address powential CYP-wide impaets was comploed on Sovember 21, 2000, The
programmatic biological opinion and Essential Fish i labiat Conservalion Recommendatsns
preparcd by NOAA Fishenes for the CVPLA was completed on November 14, 2000,

Cross Yalley Canal (CV ) comtracts potentied impasts 1o balogical resourees were ovaluatsl in
the OV Contractors Long-Tenn Contract Renewal BEavironmental Assessmcnt [January 2000 ),

ey 2065, Thnf Sapriomebyl B4 ter the P0lE Rencwal gf Ir iwam Wakgr Sqraces Goabacls Hage 9



the OV Long-term Cantract Koneweal Amended Enviemmenial Assessment (Reclamation
2004de, the OV Contraclors Pang-Termn Cantract Benew al Regional Biolegical Assessment
{January [T, 20017, the Biakegical Opiowe on Buecaw ol Reclamation Long Tean Contract
Rengwad of Froant Division and V0 Contracts (WS January 149, 2001, the Biological Opinien
for ihe Long-Term Renewal of VP Waler Service Contracts for the Frant Division amld OO
{onractorns (NOAA Fisheries - lanuany 20, 2000 Thy followiog paageaphs are included o the
ond ol 1has secTion:

The TWS Biolegicsl Opinion for the 2004 imerim comieacts s meometated by reference i this
2006 Supplemental EA and 15 included n Apperuiix € The FWS Bralogical Opanlon and
NOAA Fisherics Bivlogical Opinicn for thess 2006 interim eontracts will bo included in the
Final FA as Appendix [
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CHAPTER 4
CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION

Feclamation is comsalting and cosrbinating with the U5, Fishoand Wildlife Service (FWE),
makional Oeeanic and simosphere Adminisiration National Marine Fisherivs Service (NOAM
Fisheries), and the (R cemreactars {Tablo [} the prepacation ol the enviromnental documetils
for us propuzed interim renewal aciion. The poblic will be iavited 1o revicw and comoent on
the Draft Nupplenenral 14 for the 2006 Renenal of atcris Water Sevvice Comiracts Tor a reviow
penod in early Janeary 200, A press release aonounging the Dral EATONE availabiliny will
be senl 1@ all interesicd partics, aod will be anmgupeed and el available o view g on the
Mid-Pacific Region web page i January 20060,

4.1 FxpASNGCERED SPECIES ACT

Eish ad Wildlite Survice. In 2000, Reclamation comgeicd fonnal ESA consaltation on [RCs,
and 1he FWS issued o boolagical opimon dated Febraary 24, 2000, On Fehrgary 28, 2001, the
FWE issacd a memorandum extending that 2000 hielogical opiion through February of 22
In February 2002, the WS issued 4 bielogical apinion amending the Febrary 2000 bialogical
opimaon., and exiending the 2000 biulegacal apinjon through February of 2004, O Februany 27,
2004, the FW S 1zsued a second amendioent e theie Februarye 2000 biclowical opinion 1o aldress
the clivels of the 2004 intenm reniewal conttacts Through Februany 20006, These biological
cpamitom s argt attached ay appendices G peevimis e seneswil eonvironmenlal assessmients (5o
Appendis LU}

Reclamation consuled fumally with the FWS an the Ceoss YVabley Casal OV long-tem water
service contracts and recerved a bioloweal opinion from the L5, Fish aod Wildlife Servive on
Tanuary 19, 2001, Reclamation and the TV Contriclors have commiticd to comply with the
requiremnerts o 1hal long-fem contrel bologicsl opingen dunng the inlenm contract penod.

NCAA Fishenes, In 2002, Reclamation completed ESA consullation ol mloerinl conracts with
AOA A Fisheries for o penod of up o wo vears, S0AA Fisherivs, by letter dated Fehmuany 22,
2002, concurred with Reclamation’s deverminatien that the rencwal ol 2-voar mternm waler
service contracts will net bkely gdversely altect Sacramento River winter-run Chinook salmon,
Central Yalley spring-run Chineok salimon, Southbers Oregon™urthern Califomia Coast Coho
salmon, Central Valley steelhead, or thoir designated coteal habitat.

On November 14, 2003, Roelamation iitiated concaltation with 5044 Frhenes on the 2004
intenm renewal contraels. On Februany 27, 2004, NOA A Fishenes cancurrcd with
BEeelanarion™s determiipation that the renewsl oF 53 mienm water senvice contracts for o twoyear
penied from March 1, 2006 to Febroary 28, 2006 i3 Lkely wp adversely affeer Conital Valley
spring-nitn Chineok sidmon. Central ¥alley Steclbead, o their designated cnncal habaan, or
Eszential Fish Habital lor Pacific salmyen.
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Formal consultation oo the TV lanyg-tem woaler servics conleagly was comploiod with X0AA
Fisheries in January 2000 Reclamnion and the UV Condractors heve commitied o comply
with the XN0AA Fisheries OV lopg-tetm contract biolopiesl opinien dunng the inlenm contriet

poried.
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