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COMMENT: OLSON, DWAYNE 
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RESPONSE: OLSON, DWAYNE 

Olson-1
See Master Response to Comment-3. 

Olson-2
In addition to the No Action Alternative, three action alternatives that meet the purpose and need  
(Section 1.1) have been analyzed in the EIS. Building a bridge such as the metal structure 
suggested may address community traffic needs, but it does not directly address the need to 
control access on Folsom Dam Road itself, or the need to improve the safety of the dam facility 
and surrounding areas. Therefore, it has not been analyzed as an alternative for the proposed 
action. The Folsom Bridge Project (referred to in the Draft EIS as the Folsom Dam Bypass 
Project) is a separate action being undertaken by the USACE. 

Upon review, Reclamation has determined that building a metal structure 25 feet above the 
concrete dam would not provide adequate security. Furthermore, extensive engineering studies 
and design and environmental reviews would be required before such a plan could be 
implemented. 

COMMENT: MACKINNEY, TOM 

RESPONSE: MACKINNEY, TOM 
Response to comment is provided in the above e-mail. 
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COMMENT: MILLER, CRAIG 

RESPONSE: MILLER, CRAIG 

Miller, C.-1 
For a discussion of effects to businesses that have occurred since the emergency closure of 
Folsom Dam Road in February 2003, see Master Response to Comment-2. 

Miller, C.-2 
In the Final EIS, Restricted Access Alternative 2 has been designated the Preferred Alternative.  
For a complete description of Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2, please see 
Section 2.2.2 of the Final EIS. 
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COMMENT: CRONIN, JAMES 

RESPONSE: CRONIN, JAMES 

Cronin-1
To the extent that data are available, traffic impacts that have occurred as a result of the Folsom 
Historic District Traffic Calming Program are described in Section 3.1.1.3 of the EIS. The traffic 
analysis includes the conditions before and after implementation of the Traffic Calming 
Program. Based on the analysis presented, measures taken by the City of Folsom to divert traffic 
away from neighborhood streets off of Riley Street are receiving support from residents on those 
streets. The EIS acknowledges that others have commented that the program limits access to 
their business establishments. The commenter’s preference for the reopening of these side streets 
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is noted; however, the decision to reopen those streets would be made by the Folsom City 
Council and not by Reclamation. 

COMMENT: MILLER, LEE M.  

RESPONSE: MILLER, LEE M. 

Miller, L.-1 
The EIS discusses traffic conditions since the closure of Folsom Dam Road in Section 3.1.1.3.  
The evaluation of roadway segment operations was based on daily volumes, which includes both 
peak and off-peak hours. Table 3.1-2 shows that daily traffic volumes for the roadway segments 
analyzed have increased since February 2003, as noted in this comment. In addition, the traffic 
analysis presented in the EIS indicates that the periods of time during which congested traffic 
conditions occur have also increased. 

Miller, L.-2 
See Master Response to Comment-4. 
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COMMENT: CLINE, NIKKI 

RESPONSE: CLINE, NIKKI 

Cline-1
For a discussion of effects to businesses, see Master Response to Comment-2. 

Cline-2
The commenter’s opinion that the road should be reopened is noted. Although the specific 
justification for security risks cannot be disclosed, Reclamation has conducted thorough due 
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diligence in its review of safety and security issues that may face the dam facilities and 
surrounding areas. See Master Responses to Comment-3 and Comment-4. Reclamation is 
committed to protecting its facilities and people and resources downstream.  

COMMENT: SPIRES, JOHN 

RESPONSE: SPIRES, JOHN 

Spires-1
The commenter’s opinion that closing Folsom Dam Road may not deter security risks to the 
Folsom Dam facility is noted.  Reclamation has a mandate to protect the physical integrity of 
Folsom Dam facilities and minimize any potential risks to residents in and around its facilities. 
Alternatives reviewed as part of this EIS cover a range of actions and impacts that reflect these 
goals. Risks and vulnerabilities of facilities owned and operated by Reclamation were evaluated 
individually and in depth through multiple security assessments. As such, actions taken by 
Reclamation to protect and secure each of its facilities are unique to those facilities and may 
differ when compared to each other. See Master Response to Comment-3. 

Traffic congestion is discussed in Section 3.1 of the EIS. Collectively, the impacts described in 
the EIS demonstrate the effects of the proposed action on the human environment and the overall 
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quality of life.  See Master Response to Comment-1 for further discussion of intangible effects.
Restrictions on access to Folsom Dam Road, both partial and full, would require changes in 
traffic patterns. Reclamation recognizes the intensity of such changes throughout the analysis 
presented in the EIS. However, a return to pre-2003 conditions with uncontrolled access to 
Folsom Dam Road presents security risks that Reclamation deemed unacceptable at the time the 
road was closed. 

The Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2 and Restricted Access Alternative 3 
incorporate measures such as those recommended by the commenter that are designed to control 
access to Folsom Dam facilities.  Impacts of these alternatives are discussed for each of the 10 
resource areas evaluated. 

COMMENT: SADLER, STACY 

RESPONSE: SADLER, STACY 

Sadler-1
The commenter’s opinion that Folsom Dam Road should be reopened to public access 
immediately is noted. NEPA requires that all impacts, both positive and negative, associated with 
alternatives considered be disclosed. As such, and due to the nature of the proposed action, 
impacts associated with each of the alternatives over time have been identified and discussed in 
detail throughout the EIS. As part of the NEPA process, Reclamation has also provided 
opportunities for the public to participate in the development of the EIS. The resource areas 
analyzed and the specific issues addressed are a reflection of public comments received during 
the scoping period and in public meetings. 
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In the Final EIS, Restricted Access Alternative 2 has been designated the Preferred Alternative.  
For a complete description of Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2, please see 
Section 2.2.2 of the Final EIS. 

COMMENT: CAVENDER, IDA 

RESPONSE: CAVENDER, IDA 

Cavender-1
The commenter’s opinion that Folsom Dam Road should be reopened to alleviate traffic is noted. 
See Master Responses to Comment-1 and Comment-2. 

In the Final EIS, Restricted Access Alternative 2 has been designated the Preferred Alternative.  
For a complete description of Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2, please see 
Section 2.2.2 of the Final EIS. 
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COMMENT: CLAYTON, TONY 

RESPONSE: CLAYTON, TONY 

Clayton-1
The EIS analysis presented in Section 3.1 indicates that prior to the February 2003 road closure, 
a number of roadway segments experienced levels of service below those deemed acceptable by 
City of Folsom standards. As noted in Response to Cronin-1, measures taken by the City of 
Folsom to divert traffic away from neighborhood streets off of Riley Street are receiving support 
from residents on those streets. The EIS acknowledges that others have commented that the 
program limits access to their business establishments and affects other quality-of-life issues. See 
Master Response to Comment-1 for further discussion.  

The commenter’s request for maintaining barriers to control traffic hazards and noise is noted. 
However, the decision to maintain those barriers would be made by the Folsom City Council and 
not by Reclamation. 
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COMMENT: ARMSTRONG, GARY 

RESPONSE: ARMSTRONG, GARY 

Armstrong-1 
As described in Sections 2.2.2 and 2.2.3, both the Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access 
Alternative 2 and Restricted Access Alternative 3 envision scenarios in which control measures 
such as size or type of vehicle may be required. Truck access on Folsom Dam Road was not 
allowed prior to February 2003, so this restriction would remain in place under any of the action 
alternatives. Furthermore, both alternatives include security stations and vehicle screening. 
Impacts associated with each of these alternatives are described in detail in the EIS by resource 
area.

A toll for the use of Folsom Dam Road is not under consideration.  Whether a toll charge, if 
required, would completely offset the cost of implementing these alternatives has not been 
analyzed.

Appendix E4 
 Public Comments and Responses

Page E4-12

COMMENT: BADY, PETER 

RESPONSE: BADY, PETER 

Bady-1
The commenter’s opinion that the road should be reopened is noted. See Master Responses to 
Comment-2 and Comment-4. 

In the Final EIS, Restricted Access Alternative 2 has been designated the Preferred Alternative.  
For a complete description of Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2, please see 
Section 2.2.2 of the Final EIS. 
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RESPONSE: DARRAH, RICHARD 

Darrah-1
The resources and issues analyzed in the EIS are a reflection of public comments and concerns 
raised during the public scoping period. Traffic and socioeconomic impacts since the closure of 
Folsom Dam Road in February 2003 and future impacts associated with each of the four 
alternatives have been analyzed in Sections 3.1 and 3.4 of the EIS. As the commenter notes, 
some business losses have been reported by business owners and operators on some of the most 
affected roads since the road closure. Changes in traffic patterns may have contributed to some 
of these losses. 

Darrah-2
The commenter’s opinion that the closure of Folsom Dam Road is not justified based on security 
risks is noted.  The proposed action was not carried out to justify new or alternative river 
crossings.  Reclamation has a responsibility to secure its facilities and safeguard the people and 
resources in the vicinity of its facilities.  See Response to Spires-1. 

Darrah-3
The commenter’s opinion that the road should be reopened to public access is noted. The 
Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2 and Restricted Access Alternative 3 
envision measures for screening vehicles that use Folsom Dam Road. The three action 
alternatives analyzed in the EIS were the alternatives that Reclamation believes would be 
reasonable, represent a range of roadway operating conditions under restricted access, and meet 
the purpose and need of the proposed action (Section 1.1).
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COMMENT: DOPSON, JOSEPH 

RESPONSE: DOPSON, JOSEPH 

Dopson-1
Like the Folsom Bridge Project (referred to in the Draft EIS as the Folsom Bypass Project), 
building an upstream pontoon bridge across the American River was not analyzed as an 
alternative in the EIS. Although such a crossing may address community traffic needs, it does 
not directly address the need to control access on Folsom Dam Road or the need to improve 
safety of the Folsom Dam facility and surrounding areas.  An upstream bridge or any other new 
crossing is independent of the decision on whether Folsom Dam Road would be reopened, 
remain closed, or be made available for restricted use, which are the alternatives considered in 
this EIS. 

The construction of a pontoon bridge would require environmental analysis and engineering and 
design studies to ensure that all impacts are properly identified and addressed. Such review and 
clearances could not be avoided, as they are based on laws and regulations that have been passed 
since World War II to protect people and the environment. The review process for a pontoon 
bridge project would require at least one year or more, as preliminary design, environmental 
review, public involvement and hearings, and final design clearance could be required steps.
However, if a pontoon bridge or other temporary solution is identified, it can still be pursued 
regardless of the ultimate decision on Folsom Dam Road access. 
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COMMENT: HAWBAKER, SUZAN 

RESPONSE: HAWBAKER, SUZAN 

Hawbaker-1
As noted in Section 3.1.1.3 of the EIS, the closure of Folsom Dam Road left only two routes for 
crossing Lake Natoma: Riley Street (Rainbow Bridge) and Folsom Boulevard (Lake Natoma 
Crossing). Of the estimated 18,000 vehicles that used Folsom Dam Road, approximately half or 
9,000 vehicles per day have shifted to the Rainbow Bridge and the Lake Natoma Crossing, 
according to the EIS analysis. This has resulted in increased volumes on Folsom-Auburn Road 
and Riley Street through the center of the Folsom Historic District. The operating conditions on 
these roads, which were already poor, were therefore further impacted by the closure action as 
noted by the commenter. 

The commenter’s opinions regarding security risks to Folsom Dam facilities and that the road 
should be reopened are noted. The purpose and need for the action (Section 1.1) was identified 
based on the independent security assessments conducted for Reclamation and on the issues 
raised during those investigations. Reclamation acted to ensure the safety of the facility as a top 
priority, based on the findings of the security assessments. 

In the Final EIS, Restricted Access Alternative 2 has been designated the Preferred Alternative.  
For a complete description of Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2, please see 
Section 2.2.2 of the Final EIS. 
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COMMENT: JANI, AJAY 

RESPONSE: JANI, AJAY 

Ajay-1
More fuel would be consumed under some alternatives because of additional miles that would be 
traveled, but the difference was not determined to cause a significant effect to air quality or the 
environment. Effects of each of the four proposed alternatives on air quality and energy use are 
discussed in EIS Sections 3.2.2 and 3.7.2. 

COMMENT: SELF, MICHAEL 

RESPONSE: SELF, MICHAEL 

Self-1
The hearings were open to public participation by any interested individuals. 
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COMMENT: SKALA, MARILYN 

RESPONSE: SKALA, MARILYN 

Skala-1
The commenter’s opinion that the road should be reopened is noted. See Master Response to 
Comment-3. 

In the Final EIS, Restricted Access Alternative 2 has been designated the Preferred Alternative.  
For a complete description of Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2, please see 
Section 2.2.2 of the Final EIS. 
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COMMENT: ZARGHAMI, JASON 

RESPONSE: ZARGHAMI, JASON 

Zarghami-1
The commenter’s opinion that closing Folsom Dam Road will not deter security risks to the 
Folsom Dam facility is noted. The analysis presented in Sections 3.1.1.3 and 3.4.2 also discusses 
the extent of the traffic and socioeconomic impacts that have occurred since the February 2003 
road closure.

In reference to other actions taken by Reclamation and other forms of access to Folsom Dam 
facilities, see Master Response to Comment-3. For a discussion of intangible effects of road 
closure, see Master Response to Comment-1. 
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PETITION
The following petition pages were submitted at the Folsom public hearing on January 5, 2005. 
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RESPONSE: PETITION 

Petition-1
The opinions of the 49 signatories to the petition—that (1) an expedited partial reopening of the 
road should occur and (2) appropriate security measures could satisfy security concerns to enable 
renewed road access—have been noted. Traffic and economic impacts of the road closure are 
described in Sections 3.1.1.3–3.1.2 and 3.4.2 of the EIS, respectively. As described in Sections 
2.2.2 and 2.2.3, both the Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2 and Restricted 
Access Alternative 3 envision scenarios in which control measures such as vehicle permitting, 
vehicle type restrictions, and vehicle inspections may be required. A final determination and 
selection of alternative will be made at the conclusion of the EIS process in the Record of 
Decision.
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COMMENT: BACHE, MARGEE 

RESPONSE: BACHE, MARGEE 

Bache-1
Please see Master Response to Comment-1. The operation of the Folsom Light Rail Extension 
project is accounted for in the traffic forecast for 2013, as described in Section 3.1.2 of the EIS. 

Appendix E4 
 Public Comments and Responses

Page E4-26

COMMENT: BLAKE, MARIANNE 
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RESPONSE: BLAKE, MARIANNE 

Blake-1
The commenter’s opinion that Folsom Dam Road should be reopened is noted. 

Reclamation has a responsibility to protect its facilities, as well as the people and resources 
around its facilities.  As such, Reclamation has commissioned several independent security 
assessments to identify the issues of concern.  

Reclamation is committed to taking necessary actions within its authority that can mitigate 
security risks to the maximum extent possible, and controlling access to Folsom Dam Road is 
one such action.  Although the security assessments cannot be shared with the public due to their 
sensitive nature, Reclamation has reviewed the risks, including those that relate to access on 
Folsom Dam Road.  See Master Response to Comment-3 for further discussion. 

As demonstrated by the analysis presented in the EIS, Reclamation has also reviewed the 
environmental consequences of four alternatives.  Changes in traffic (described in Section 3.1.1.3 
and in Sections 3.1.2.1 through 3.1.2.4) have affected other resources including air quality and 
economic and social conditions.  The nature and extent of these impacts are described in Sections 
3.2.2 and 3.4.2, respectively.  These impacts, and their relative magnitude, are being taken into 
account in Reclamation’s decision-making process along with the security issues at hand. 
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COMMENT: BRISBANE, ROGER 
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RESPONSE: BRISBANE, ROGER 

Brisbane-1
Sections 3.1.1.2 and 3.1.1.3 describe the changes in traffic that have occurred both before and 
after the February 2003 road closure.  The discussion provides an overview of the various factors 
that have contributed to increased traffic volumes in the area over time.  Following the closure of 
Folsom Dam Road, however, a number of businesses have reported that revenues have declined.
These changes are reflected in the analysis presented in Section 3.4.2.

As the commenter notes, with increases in traffic congestion, individuals are making different 
choices about when and where to travel.  For a more detailed discussion, see Master Response to 
Comment-1.

Brisbane-2
The commenter’s opinion that reopening Folsom Dam Road during peak commute hours would 
be beneficial to traffic and economic and social conditions is noted. 

In the Final EIS, Restricted Access Alternative 2 has been designated the Preferred Alternative.  
For a complete description of Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2, please see 
Section 2.2.2 of the Final EIS. 
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COMMENT: COST, JAMES 
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RESPONSE: COST, JAMES 

Cost-1
Reclamation recognizes that the loss of one of only three roadways that cross Folsom Lake, 
Folsom Dam, and Lake Natoma has contributed to changes in traffic patterns.  As noted in 
Section 3.1.1.3, “with the Folsom Dam Road closure, the only options for crossing Lake Natoma 
in the study area are the Riley Street and Folsom Boulevard crossings, and all of the roadway 
segments operate at LOS D or worse… The already poor existing operating conditions on these 
roads … were therefore further impacted by the closure action.” 

With the increase in traffic congestion on other roadway segments (identified in Section 3.1.1.3 
and for future years by alternative in Section 3.1.2), several commenters have noted that there 
have been impacts to quality of life, which cannot be quantified.  For a detailed discussion, see 
Master Response to Commnent-1.  Under the Long-Term Closure Alternative, congestion would 
continue as described in Section 3.1.2.4.  Under the Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access 
Alternative 2 and Restricted Access Alternative 3, some traffic congestion would be relieved 
during peak morning and evening commute hours (see Sections 3.1.2.2 and 3.1.2.3 for analysis).
Folsom Dam Road would remain closed during off-peak and weekend hours under the Preferred 
Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2 and Restricted Access Alternative 3. 

Reclamation is committed to minimizing security risks to its facilities, the public, and resources.  
Both the Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2 and Restricted Access 
Alternative 3 incorporate security measures that would reduce the risks associated with 
uncontrolled public access to Folsom Dam Road.  The extent to which risks can be reduced is 
part of the analysis that will determine the selection of an alternative in the Record of Decision. 
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COMMENT: FREI, AMY 
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RESPONSE: FREI, AMY 

Frei-1
The commenter’s opinion that the road should be reopened during commute hours is noted. 

Reclamation has a long-term commitment to providing safety and security associated with its 
facilities, first and foremost.  Through the EIS process, Reclamation has also been working with 
the City of Folsom to evaluate two restricted access alternatives (the Preferred Alternative—
Restricted Access Alternative 2 and Restricted Access Alternative 3) that meet the basic purpose 
and need of the action.

As demonstrated by the EIS, each alternative has numerous impacts, both short- and long-term. 
Several commenters have also identified intangible effects to quality of life.  For a complete 
discussion, see Master Response to Comment-1. 

COMMENT: LEWIS, BEVERLY 

RESPONSE: LEWIS, BEVERLY 

Lewis-1
The commenter’s opinion that the road should be reopened is noted. 

In the Final EIS, Restricted Access Alternative 2 has been designated the Preferred Alternative.  
For a complete description of Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2, please see 
Section 2.2.2 of the Final EIS. 
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COMMENT: MEYERHOFF, KEITH 
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RESPONSE: MEYERHOFF, KEITH 

Meyerhoff-1
As described in Section 3.4.2, traffic growth in the City of Folsom has already approached or 
exceeded the capacity of many roads, and the closure of Folsom Dam Road has further impacted 
or constrained traffic.  Traffic has been adversely affected on Folsom-Auburn Road between 
Folsom Dam Ram Road and Greenback Lane.  Under the Preferred Alternative—Restricted
Access Alternative 2 and Restricted Access Alternative 3, traffic flow on Folsom Dam Road 
would resume during peak morning and evening commute hours. Under the long-term closure of 
Folsom Dam Road (Long-Term Closure Alternative), the analysis presented in Section 3.4.2.4 
states that local businesses located in areas most directly affected by the road closure would 
continue to be impacted by the change in traffic patterns.   

The commenter notes that his store was opened approximately 10 months after the closure of 
Folsom Dam Road.  It is not known what assumptions were used to derive revenue projections 
for the store, and industry-related factors may also have impacted business revenues.  The EIS 
discusses many economic factors or conditions that can affect business revenues, and traffic 
congestion could contribute.

Intangible effects associated with traffic such as choices people make about where to shop and 
increased frustration with congestion have been noted by several commenters.  See Master 
Response to Comment-1 for further discussion. 
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COMMENT: O'MOORE, ROXANNE 
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RESPONSE: O'MOORE, ROXANNE 

O'Moore-1
Of the estimated 18,000 vehicles that used Folsom Dam Road at the time of the road closure in 
February of 2003, approximately 9,000 vehicles per day have shifted to the Rainbow Bridge and 
the Lake Natoma Crossing, according to the EIS analysis.  This has resulted in increased 
volumes on Folsom-Auburn Road and Riley Street through the center of Folsom’s historic 
district.  The operating conditions on these roads, which were already poor, were therefore 
further impacted by the closure action.  

The increase in traffic volumes through the historic district has resulted in delays that several 
commenters have noted affect the choices people are making (see Master Response to Comment-
1).  As described in Section 3.1.2.2, under the Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access 
Alternative 2, traffic congestion would increase at the following intersections: (1) Folsom-
Auburn Road and Greenback Lane, (2) Folsom-Auburn Road and Oak Avenue Parkway, and (3) 
Riley Street and Natoma Street intersections (as compared to projected traffic under pre-2003 
conditions).  Operations at the Folsom-Auburn Road and Folsom Dam Road intersection and the 
East Natoma Street and Folsom Dam Road intersections would improve due to the flow of traffic 
on Folsom Dam Road during peak commute hours. Under the Long-Term Closure Alternative 
(Section 3.1.2.4), traffic congestion would continue to increase at the following intersections: (1) 
Folsom-Auburn Road and Oak Avenue Parkway, (2) Folsom-Auburn Road and Greenback Lane, 
(3) Riley Street and Natoma Street, and (4) Folsom Boulevard and Natoma Street.  Congestion at 
these intersections would continue to cause difficulty for patrons accessing the commenter’s 
hotel.

Section 3.4.2 discusses the business impacts that were identified by Folsom business owners 
along some of the most affected roadways.  Folsom’s historic district is one of the areas 
identified with increased traffic, both before 2003 and after the road closure.  To the extent that 
clients are patronizing hotels in Rancho Cordova or other cities outside of Folsom because of 
traffic constraints, tax revenues to Folsom Fire and Police Departments could be reduced.  
However, in cases where clients may be staying at other hotels within Folsom, tax revenues 
would continue to benefit the city.
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COMMENT: PERCY, NANCY 
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RESPONSE: PERCY, NANCY 

Percy-1
The commenter’s opinion that the road should be reopened during peak commute hours is noted.  
See Response to O’Moore-1 for a discussion of traffic impacts in Folsom’s historic district.  The 
analysis presented in Section 3.1.2 describes adverse impacts to local traffic that are associated 
with the action alternatives, and Section 3.4.2 discusses business impacts.  

A Pedestrian Master Plan is currently being developed by the City of Folsom to identify benefits 
and disadvantages of the existing pedestrian system and to establish policies, objectives, and 
priorities for improving this system.  Under the No Action Alternative, with access to Folsom 
Dam Road restored to pre-2003 conditions, existing motor vehicle traffic would increase on 
Natoma Street, Folsom-Auburn Road, and Folsom Boulevard.  These roads provide facilities for 
pedestrians and bicycles.  Under the action alternatives, traffic would also increase relative to the 
No Action Alternative, as described in Section 3.1.2.

As noted in Section 2.2.2, the concept of the “preferred alternative” can be different from the 
“environmentally preferable alternative.”  Reclamation recognizes the environmental impacts, 
including adverse local traffic impacts, associated with the long-term closure of Folsom Dam 
Road.  However, the selection of the Preferred Alternative also considers economic, technical, 
and security issues.  Furthermore, Reclamation notes that identification of a Preferred Alternative 
in the Draft or Final EIS does not preclude the option of selecting a different alternative in the 
Record of Decision. In the Final EIS, Restricted Access Alternative 2 has been designated the 
Preferred Alternative.  For a complete description of Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access 
Alternative 2, please see Section 2.2.2 of the Final EIS. 
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COMMENT: PURDY, GORDON 
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RESPONSE: PURDY, GORDON 

Purdy, G.-1 
The commenter’s opinion that the road should be reopened is noted.  See Response to Brisbane-1 
for a discussion of impacts to businesses and Master Response to Comment-1 for a discussion of 
intangible effects to quality of life in Folsom and nearby communities.  The nature and extent of 
air quality impacts associated with access to Folsom Dam Road are described in Section 3.2.2.
More fuel will be burned with some alternatives because of additional miles traveled, but the 
difference was not determined to cause a significant effect to air quality of the environment. 

In the Final EIS, Restricted Access Alternative 2 has been designated the Preferred Alternative.  
For a complete description of Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2, please see 
Section 2.2.2 of the Final EIS. 
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COMMENT: PURDY, LOLA 
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RESPONSE: PURDY, LOLA 

Purdy, L.-1 
The commenter’s opinion that the road should be reopened is noted. In the Final EIS, Restricted 
Access Alternative 2 has been designated the Preferred Alternative.  For a complete description 
of Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2, please see Section 2.2.2 of the Final 
EIS. See Response to Purdy, G.-1. 
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COMMENT: RODGERS, SHELLEY 
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RESPONSE: RODGERS, SHELLEY 

Rodgers-1 
The commenter’s opinion that the road should be reopened is noted. See Response to Brisbane-1 
for a discussion of traffic and related business impacts. 

In the Final EIS, Restricted Access Alternative 2 has been designated the Preferred Alternative.  
For a complete description of Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2, please see 
Section 2.2.2 of the Final EIS. 
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COMMENT: SOULSBY, PATTY 
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RESPONSE: SOULSBY, PATTY 

Soulsby-1
The commenter’s opinion that the road should be reopened is noted. In the Final EIS, Restricted 
Access Alternative 2 has been designated the Preferred Alternative.  For a complete description 
of Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2, please see Section 2.2.2 of the Final 
EIS.
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COMMENT: WALTER, BENITA AND MARQUETTE, LESLIE 
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RESPONSE: WALTER, BENITA AND MARQUETTE, LESLIE 

Walter-1
Reclamation notes the commenters’ statement that visitor parking is no longer available in front 
of their homes due to a right-hand turn lane installed as part of the Folsom Historic District 
Traffic Calming Program.  The statement that the alleyway behind the commenters’ homes is 
being used as a shortcut to bypass the Riley Street intersection is also noted.  As described in 
Section 3.1.1.3 of the EIS, the Traffic Calming Program is an independent measure by the City 
of Folsom to improve traffic congestion following the closure of the Folsom Dam Road.  

Walter-2
Air quality at the intersection of Riley Street and Natoma Street is analyzed in EIS Section 3.2.2. 
In the Draft EIS, the intersection was mislabeled as Riley Street and East Natoma Street; this 
reference has been corrected in the Final EIS. Additional vehicle miles would be traveled under 
the Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2, Restricted Access Alternative 3, and 
the Long-Term Closure Alternative, as compared with the No Action Alternative. Table 3.2-5 
summarizes the difference in estimated criteria pollutant emissions between the No Action 
Alternative (return to pre-February 2003 access conditions) and the Preferred Alternative—
Restricted Access Alternative 2, Restricted Access Alternative 3, and the Long-Term Closure 
Alternative (indefinite road closure) for the study years 2005 and 2013. Based on the air quality 
models analyzed, the closure of Folsom Dam Road is not expected to cause an exceedance or 
add to an exceedance of the ambient air quality standards for oxides of nitrogen, particulate 
matter less than 10 micrometers in diameter, and ozone because (1) the emissions fall within the 
State Implementation Plan budget surplus for all three pollutants, and (2) the emission estimates 
for ozone precursors for all study years are below those used by the Sacramento Metropolitan 
Air Quality Management District for determining whether further analysis should be performed.  

As stated in Section 3.3.2, the noise impact area was considered to extend along Natoma Street 
to the intersection of Riley Street, since most traffic would continue to that point. Residences 
were considered noise-sensitive land uses in the analysis. As shown in the EIS, noise levels 
would exceed 2 decibels, the threshold for audible increases in noise, under the Preferred 
Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2, Restricted Access Alternative 3, and the Long-
Term Closure Alternative. Construction of noise barriers was considered to mitigate the impact, 
but noise barriers were not found to be feasible because they would not substantially reduce the 
magnitude of the impact. Other mitigation measures were also considered and not deemed 
feasible, as explained in Section 3.3.3. 

In regard to the increase in noise, air pollution, and traffic congestion that is preventing the 
commenters from enjoying an expected quality of life, see Master Response to Comment-1. 
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COMMENT: ANONYMOUS 

RESPONSE: ANONYMOUS 

Anonymous-1 
Section 3.1 of the EIS discusses the effects of the road closure on traffic levels, and Table 3.1-3 
compares pre-closure and post-closure levels of service at the Folsom Dam Road/Auburn-
Folsom Road intersection and other local intersections. 

As described in Section 1.2.2, Reclamation closed Folsom Dam Road as a response to concerns 
identified following a series of independent security assessments that were conducted since 
September 2001. The long-term decision regarding access to Folsom Dam Road will be made at 
the conclusion of the EIS process, which is being conducted in compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Public input is invited and encouraged during the EIS 
process. Early in the EIS process, Reclamation held open houses in Folsom and Sacramento to 
share information on the project and better understand key public concerns. A Web site was also 
set up to provide information and facilitate public input. Once the Draft EIS was prepared, it was 
made available to members of the public who had expressed an interest in the project. It was also 
made available at local public libraries, through the project Web site, and by mail. Public 
hearings were held to provide forums for public comment and input on the EIS analysis. These 
opportunities were advertised in local newspapers, on the Web site, and in the Federal Register.

The commenter’s opinion that it is not necessary to close the road is noted. For a discussion of 
the rationale for restricting access to Folsom Dam Road, see Master Response to Comment-4. 
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COMMENT: BRISTOW, LILLIAN 

RESPONSE: BRISTOW, LILLIAN 

Bristow-1
The commenter’s opinion that Folsom Dam Road should be reopened during peak commute 
hours is noted. In the Final EIS, Restricted Access Alternative 2 has been designated the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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COMMENT: FRANCISCO, DANIEL 
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RESPONSE: FRANCISCO, DANIEL 

Francisco-1
Reclamation notes the commenter’s opinion that Folsom Dam Road should be reopened during 
peak commute hours with special security measures. In the Final EIS, Restricted Access 
Alternative 2 has been designated the Preferred Alternative. 

The increase in traffic congestion that has resulted from the closure of Folsom Dam Road in 
February 2003, as mentioned by the commenter’s employees, is noted.  The changes in traffic 
prior to and after the road closure have been analyzed and are documented in Section 3.1.1 of the 
EIS.

In regard to the issues of frustration due to traffic conditions, the need to alter work schedules to 
avoid traffic congestion, and subsequent effects to employee productivity, see Master Response 
to Comment-1. 

COMMENT: JONES, BARBARA 

RESPONSE: JONES, BARBARA 

Jones, B.-1 
The commenter’s opinion that Folsom Dam Road should be open during all daylight hours is 
noted.  In the Final EIS, Restricted Access Alternative 2 has been designated the Preferred 
Alternative instead of the Long-Term Closure Alternative.  For a complete description of 
Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2, please see Section 2.2.2 of the Final EIS. 
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The transportation analysis in the EIS considers the changes in traffic congestion during off-
peak, noncommute hours.  See Master Response to Comment-4 regarding traffic congestion and 
commute times during off-peak, noncommute hours. Controlling public access to Folsom Dam 
Road is necessary to meet the purpose and need of the proposed action. After considering 
proposals set forth by the City of Folsom and public input during the scoping period, 
Reclamation evaluated two alternatives, the Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access 
Alternative 2 and Restricted Access Alternative 3, that would reopen the road during peak 
commute hours. These hours were deemed by the City of Folsom and by the public as the most 
critical to provide traffic relief in Folsom. 

The commenter’s opinion that the Preferred Alternative—Restricted Access Alternative 2 and 
Restricted Access Alternative 3 would not benefit Folsom merchants is noted.  As stated in 
Section 3.4.2 of the EIS, these alternatives would benefit some businesses that have employees 
that would use Folsom Dam Road, or businesses with service routes that could use the road to 
better reach their customers or service areas.  Under the Preferred Alternative—Restricted 
Access Alternative 2 and Restricted Access Alternative 3, Folsom Dam Road would be open for 
3-hour and 2-hour periods, respectively, in the morning and in the afternoon/evening.  Retail 
businesses and services with hours of operation that coincide with those periods could 
experience beneficial effects under these alternatives. 

COMMENT: KALLAN, PATTY 

RESPONSE: KALLAN, PATTY 

Kallan-1
The commenter’s opinions that Folsom Dam Road should be reopened and that continuing to 
keep the road closed is bad public policy are noted.  The EIS discusses the potential effects of 
reopening Folsom Dam Road as the No Action Alternative. 


