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FISH AND WILDLIFE SBRVICE

San Luis National Wildlife Refuge Complex
Poet Office Box 2176
Los Banos, California 83635

10 December 2004

- Mr. Joe Thompson

U. 3, Bureau of Reclamation
South-Central Califomia Ares Office
1243 1 Sirest

Hragno, CA 93721

Re: Comments on Drayt Ewvironmenval Assessment (E4) and the Draft Flnding of No Significant
fmpatey (FONEY) for the proposed long-term Central Valley Praject (CVF) water service contracis
serveen Reclamarion and the 20 Delta-Mendoia Canal (PMC) Unit Consractors

Dear Mr. Thompson:

The San Luis National Wildlife Refuge Complex has reviewed this BA in relation 1o the wetlands of the
refuges and conservation sasements within this Complex, The BA ig well-organized and provides a
good summary and svaluation of the proposed action. Chapter I. Purpose and Need provides a good
background summary of the CVYP history that helps establish the puypese and need for renewal of long-
term waler contracts with the 20 conwactors of the DMC Unit. The BA acknowledges that a
fundamental understanding of the CVPLA is necessary to review this BA. This introductory chapter
refess to refuge/wetland water supplies as not relevant 1o the proposed action. As part of the extensive
background discussion, major emphasis is placed on discussing efforis to protect fishiery resources. Thip
is expecied due 1o use of CYP water supplies and the relationship to other CVP operations and aclivities.

Chapter 2. Description of Alternatives provides a good discussion of each water district and its water
needs a8 well as 4 good comparison table of coniract provisions considered in the aliernatives. ‘Cbapter
3. Affected Environmenl, Environmental Conseguences, and Environmenial Commirm‘enzs provides a
thorongh summary description of each water district. The Biological resources analysis suromary
containg a summary discussion of wetlands which includes “Significant Natural Areas” within or located
near the EA study area. These include: Lower and Upper Cottonwood Creek Wildlife Management
Areas {WMA), Mendota WMA, Los Banos WMA, Merced National Wildlife Rﬂfugc. (NW R),' North
Grasslands WMA, San Luis NWR, San Joaquin River NWR, and Yolta WMA. Clarification is needed
in these discussion regarding water sources for management. J It should be noted tha't all the areas
Jistussed — except Lewer and Upper Cottonweod Creek WMA and San Joaquin River NWR -- are
authorized and recsive CVP water supplies 1o mest Level 2 requirements, in accordance with the
CVPIAY An EA prepared by Reciamation for long-term waler suppiy contracts/agreements for these
sefuges was completed in November 2000 and showld have been seviewed and referenced by thel
preparers of this ZA. Also the Grasslant Water District - the Iargc?sz ared of conhgupug, p}'wate y-
owned wetlands in Califarnia - was got incinded in the wetlands discussion. ’I"ng Digtrictis 8 '
significani natural area, 35 recognized by several international organizations; and is located wihin the
area discussed [n the BA.




“The discusston of Tecreation resonrces was reviewed relative 1o the managed wetlands. As the watar
sug phes to be provided under the long-term conitact renewal do 2ot change from histeric deliveries of
previous contracts, the impact io recreation activiries on the wetlands/refiges is not expected to be
impacied by the proposed action. This would be consistent with the overall FONSI. The summary

discussien of the analyzis conducted for the BA is sufficient 10 support a Finding of No Significant
- Impact (FONSY).

Thank you for the opporfunity io comment on this A and FON3I,

Sincerely,

O et

Xim Forrest
Refuge Manager

Ce:  Dan Walsworth, Refipe Supervisor; California/Nevada Operations Offics; FWS
Dian-Marciochi, Manager; Grassiand Water District
Susan Jones, Branch Chiel, San foaquin Vailey Branch, Endangered Species Division;
Sacraments Pish and Wildiife Office; FWS
Dale Garrison, Biologist, Tmplementation Branch; Project Implementation Division; Sacramemo
Fish and Wildlife Office; FWS

Roger Cuinee, Division Chief, Water Operations Division; Sacramente Fish and. Wiidlife Office;
FWS
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