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‘ December 13, 2004
YiA FACSIMILE

Joe Thompson

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
South-Central California Area Office
1243 N Street

Tresno, CA 93721

Re:  Delta-Mendota Canal Draft Environmental Assessmen? and Draft Finding of
No Significant impact

Dear My, Thompson:

Byron-Bethany Irrigation District (formerly Plain View Water District) is submitting
the attached comments to the Draft Environmental Assessment for the Delta-Mendota Canal.
The comments pertain primarily to inaccuracies found 1n the document.

It should be noted, however, that Plain View Water District merged with Byron-
Bethany Irrigation District. Consequently, Plain View Water District as a legal entity no
tonger exists, The proposed water service contract will be executed by Byron-Bethany
Irrigation District for water service o the lands previously within Plain View. The Final
Environmental Assessment should reflect the change in name.

Furthermore, [ am also attaching the most recent information grovided to
Reclamation regarding the District’s needs assessment to ensure it is accurately reflected in
the final document.

Please contact me at (916) 446-7979 if you have any questions regarding these
COMMENts. )

‘ery truly yourk,

SKD:sb
Encl.
ce: Rick Gilmore




Envizonmertal ATestment Furpose and Megd

The purpose al the federal uction is 10 rencw the DMC Unit long-term waler serviee
coniracts, gonsisient with Reclomanon authorily and all spplicabie state and federal laws,
including the CVPIA. The project allemnatives include the teems and conditions of the
tong-terin contracts and tiered watee pricing. Long-torm water Servics contract rengwal is
needed to;

° Continuc the beneficisl use of waler, developed and managed as part of the CVP,
wilh a reasonable balance among competing demnands, including the needs of
irrigation and domestic uses; fsh und wildlile protestion, restoration, and
mitigation; fish and wildlife enhencament; powcr generation; recreation; and ather
water uses consistent with roquireiments imposed by the Stete Water Resouress
Coniucoi Bourd (State Board) and the CVPLA,

. Incergorue certain sdminisvativo conditiong into the renewed conlracts to ensurc
continued CVP compliance with current federal Reclamation law and other
applicable staruces.

s Allow the continued Teimbursement 1o the (ederal gavermment for costs telared (o
CVP canstruction and operation

BASIS OF CYP WATER SERVICE CONTRACT RENEWALS

Reclamation is responsible for operational control of the CVE, including securing payment
for the cost of water and for operation and maintenunce established in the water service
contraet with the federal government. in additon, as the Sceretary's duly aithorized
represcntative, Reclamation adrinisters all actions pertrining to the establishment ol water
service coniracts on the Secretary’s behall In 1998 {prior to the development of
Allemnative 2), Reclamasion officially wansferred operation and maintenance responsibility
for the majority of the south-of-Delts project Gacilities 10 the San Luis snd Dejta-Mendota
Water Authority,

The Reclamation Project Act of 1539 provided for the repayment of construction charges
and authorized the sale of CVP water ta mupicipalities and other public corporations and — .
agenmes‘ plant ipvestment, and cemain wrigaton waker deliveries o leased lands. Thioweta Thid (S Q
v ' i Wﬂm—uﬂ, Secton B © .
R acitd - -%“M.—""’! iﬁmﬂﬁlb"ﬁ)

L e
This act also provided that the Secretary include the provision for contract renewal, upon ‘a‘"’“ C'Q \%&g

cquest of the other party, ol seyy long-term conmract {or municipal, domestic, or industrisl Ps{bﬁ" \-5("1&.9_, \‘izﬁ
water supply. The contwct renewsl would he subject to the renegotiation of {1) the %
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Furpose and Need Envirenmenirf Arressment

eharges sot forth in the contraet in lighe of circumstances prevailing gt the Hine of rengwal
and (2) any other mavers with respect to which the cight to tenegoliate is reserved in the
contrael. This act also states that the Seeretagy shall, upon request, provids in any such
long-term contract that during the term of the contract and of any reaewal (subject to
fulFillment of other obligations), the other party to tho contract shall have o first right to a
stated share or quantity of the CVIP water supply that is available for municipal, domestic,
industria, or irrigation usc,

4
1T ol
; o I Svica e th ™ Trio Pt d;',\_o
—eng-bdéclavatecta contracears. The Reclamation Project Act of 1956 peovided the right of ,;fm L:le,'
rencwal of lorg-term repayment of water service contracts for agricuitural contractors fora %5 'ﬁ(
term not 1o exceed 40 ycars, The Reclamartion Pryject Act of 1962 provided the right of

renewal of long-term repayment of water service contracts for M&I contractors.

BASIE OF DELTAMENDOTA CANAL UNIT
WATER SERVICE CONTRACT RENEWALS

The Central Valley Prujoct Autharization Act of {937 authorized the construation of the Tha o v“%k "@1
iniligl CVI project foatures {or navigarion, (lood control, and water siocage; construct] {)’J p H’WWV%M‘
of distribution systems; and hydropower generation, The Rivers and Harbors Acrofﬁﬂ?\ s WO RS v N
further authorizod the consiruction of CVP facilities and mandated (hat dams and w1838

reservoiry bg gseq fiest for river :r.egulat:on, sm?rovcmnt of navl!;adon, au'm ['iuod conrrol; "Q., CERS S

sceond for Urigation and domestic uses; and third for power, This authorizatior was

reauthorized and supplemented by Lthe American River Division Authorization Act of "*\-l o bow;f:.» k—l('
1948, the Trinity River Act of 1955, the San Luis Autharizing Act of 1960, the Rivers and

Harbors Act of 1962, the Auburn-Folsom South Unit Awthorization Agt of 1967, and the

San Felipz Division Authorization Act of 1967 (Reclamation and Scrvice 1999), The CVP L

facilixes include rescrvoirs an the Trinity, Sesramento, American, Staaisiaus, and Sun i ?
Joaquin Rivers and conveyaace facilities throughout northern and ceniral California U‘b& b% .

‘The DMC Unit is part of the Delta Division of the CVP. The Delta Division provides for
the wansport of water through the centes! portion of the Central Valley, including the
Delta. It acts 5 a hub around which the CVP revoives. The Dela Division is complex in
its operations, and al! featurce do nol gperar in conjunction with one another, The Delta
Division facilities provide for the conveyanss of water through both the Bay-Defta and the
Sucramento-San Joaquin River Delta {Delta) and provide for the delivery of water to CVP
contractors in both eastern Convra Costs Coumy and the San Jfoaquin Valley, The Contra
Cosia Canal transports water 10 Contra Casta County. The Delta Cross Charne! movas
water fram the Sscramentlo River through an excavaled channe! and nztural channcls to the
Tracy Pumping Plant, which then pumps water into the Delta-Mendor Canal. The Delts-
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Descripetan of Aliernatives Enivirphmental Atyessment

Correspondingly, division-specific and conwractor-speaific conwract provisions are being
negotiared as part af the renewal of long-terin water service contraers for the DMC Unit,
NegoTiations between Reclamation and the DMC Dait contractors have been compleled,
Tablz 21 provides s summary and compurison of the contract provisions for the DMC
Unit contractors that is current as o the time of the writing 6f this EA,

TERMS OF EXPIRING CONTRACTS

All of the DMC Unit vontractors have water servics and repayrment contraces with
Reclamation. The long-term contracts were cricred it botween the carly 1950s and the
late 1960s. Temporary project serviee had often been provided before the fiest long-term
watsr service contracts were signed. The (inst group of long-term water scrvice contracts
in the DMC Unit expired February 28, 1994, wilh the other contraers zemaining in effect
until Doccmber 31, 2003, Expired long-term songacts in the DMC Unit have been
extended through a series of interim renewal contracts. [nformation on the quantity and
use of the CVYP supply is included in Table 2-2.

{SSUES CONSIDERED AS PART
OF LONG.TERM CONTRACT RENEWALS

The long-tcrm water service contract rencwal proccss addresses several other issues in
addition 10 the conlrast provisions as described in this seckion.

WATER NEEDS ASSESSMENTS

The waler rights grantcd to the CVP by the Stare Board require the (ederal government Mama&w e
deterinine whether CYP water is being applied (0 beneficial use, To thas ond, a needs Lo s @?’ \‘103\
assessment methodology was developed, speoifically for long-terto contract remewal ¢

analysis, to determine if the cnntracufrs aowld use (heir full conlract amount reasonably a;;r I atED %
beneficially. This assessmont way computed lor corrain contracyors within the Delta- . lJt«V\'t—‘P WA e i
Mendota Canal Unit using 3 multiple-step approach, First, the exisling water dotnand for %4, 5% v

the contractor was caleulsted, based on historic water uses. Crop acreages, cropping

patfierns, crop waler needs, effective precipitution, and conveyance 1038 informaton VG o d
provided by each contractor were revicwed for agriculroral water use, Residential, “kh-L mbm
commercigl, industial, institutional, recreational. and environmental uses, along with LG a;{-ﬁ‘r_&; .

lamdsecape cnemcicnlts, system losses, and landscape acrcage informaticfn provided by each “Thaus : o oy ol

contracier, were reviewed for M&[ water use, Sccond, [uture changes in water demands . _.\__

based upon crops. &) expansion, and anticipated changes in efficichcies were reviewed, H&Lu} v w

Third, current and future water supplics, including groundwater and other susface waler \.‘ﬂ, 2 QV‘\,

supplics, wese identfied for cach conlractor, The imlial calewlolion of CYP waler needs Sn &
' LQ._,LA) 3
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Environmanisl Axsessment Descripiion of Aleernatives

Tahla 23
Contraclors' Watar Supply Sourses and Quantitas for 1069
[in ncre-Teot kA G bascd ON 4 nofme) hydrologic poar

Towal  Surrace Yiblor TraRetans Teangtars/ Totd  Agricukursl MES Toasd Unines

Cantrgelor Dallvery Supely  Grousdwats” Excnsnges o Sichangas Out  Supply  Dem, [ D d pemand
Banle-Caroohd Imgation Olsys AN FEETS [} 4] EA LT 43,131 50,385 0 40,285 7264
Sraagview Weber Cistio 32,878 o 0 4 A1 4,871 26,741 g 26,741 §870
City of Tracy’ 0 g £.000 [ 0 §.600 B 12.487 52,467 487
Coerig Fomiy Taur® 2000 1,3:6" 336 1] ] 4.782 8,750 0 E.760 4008
Dt Puane Watar Qlne 126,295 ] & Q g 126,235 44251 0 144,284 15,658
James Impation Glaiet’ 35,407 3, 7o0° 35,498 32,000 V1805 71348 ] 71,641 B4
Marey Springe witss Ciuirigt? 12.860 ] ¢ 550 4.0ai 183418 10,084 0 10,054 242
Fararsan {lgatisn Qxamrick 20,428 26,402 826 4,008 7.400 43,048 47,082 o AT 062 4%
Plein Wiow Wetsy Disinici'® 1351 [+ ] Q 1635 1825 19,142 0 12.113 2398
Tho Wagi Side Irigaven Dlatna 7.500 18.823° Q GO o 27923 30,808 1] 30805 2,082
Trngquidty tmoakicn Digiriet 725 20,200 347 4] 3,875 n.5e7 12,955 0 23,085 10,488
ioal Slantslaus Water Digifiel 50,000 g1 610" 35 §.n54 30480 80269 60,209 0 10,203 8,637
Sourca: Resgmalin 2004y,
Notn! Maoos a4 it Wars nol p for Contngily Wt Cismiey, 2apte Feld water Diarict Frasno Sicuph watsr Dmﬁ-r.. Lagung Wiler Chstdes, araalls Hughoa
propory, G Lot Water Dialnet, Rociamation Diglicl #1609, and Wisron VigLor Disingt. Dglg for thssn qHiniews nr Jigpls, but A ) nas d boin past
taneficlol Usa ang Punhnulna naadu threugh 2028 of tha cutrani masimumm gnAusl VP Suppy, '
'The 2maunt of gmunwalar fchste |5 JUDBLABELed from the ground pumgad. Nogallve numbarz repreaant $oananog whedd racharga [3 preauar (an dne amaunt pufnnw

. agricuivel domond plus Mal damang
gl gamand texs total upply.
“Local 3oures is the amount of any senlemant contracl lor disiie: & clams 1@ Sam JeAOUIN or Kings Rivor water, angror walds dvarsiong faguan 19 Sale water ngnly
0ty of Teacy dats ard foe 188K,
"Suals Wotar Project aupsty.
' semas Imgaton Disthzt date are for 1998,
'K.Ings Rivar npaianweiar,
Tive comrect supely wat retduses In 2025 Backuse of COnFACt massgAManis.

*“Plain Wlow Wi Disslel Nt eniersd (mo Mervatanaa of Underianaing wilh tve Gl of Tréey faf Tracy 1 Wb approximaisly 2,535 atrmiact of Ine olner's GVP supply and
delrvar Mg alma quanitly of ireolao wangs for MEI purpbeas wihin Fiain Visw Watet Dtatro)'s boungdiles.

' Coant Famity Thust data s for 1959
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Deserlprion of Alternatives

Tablg 2-4
GContractors' Walsr Supply Sources andg Juandiflen for 025

{In acre<foct and based on a aonmmet Aydrolaghc yaary

Envirpnmental Asressmens

Total

SUMLL) Water

Tranelory
=

Tronwigrel

Total

Agrieyitural

W

Yol

Unmat

Contracior Dalivery' Jupply Bround gosin & asa Dot Supply  Dsmand  Demend  Domand’  Demand’
BePB-Comons tmipslion Cieviat | 25,000 0,007 236 F) 7430 8IS0 45,920 o 25620 430
Brogdview Woler Disinc: 0000 o 0 0 1,300 25,100 25,180 0 15500 ©
Olly of Tracy 10,000 [ 5,000 22,560 ] 47,50D o 16,000 48000 A1.500
Coanio Family Trust 2,008 1,3%0° 2,34 [ ¢ ca70 8,697 0 863 33
D Pusne Wylor Daing 140,240 0 3,000 o 2,000 140,250 142735 [/ 142,733 2,525
Jamaos imgaton Diswic! 152300 8.700" ) 42,500 12,54 4765 55692 0 59832 1586
Moy Sonings Water Qistrler® 7.040 0 0 1] o 7,040 16,786 ¢ 16,765  9.725
Panecxen Imgaven Cislricl 16,500 23.000° £35 2000 5,000 5018 53,242 [ 83,242 17,207
Plain Wigw \Walar Diswia’ 20,600 b [ ] 12,500 7,700 7,945 0 7095 295
Ths Was! SIde tmigatian Dlstner 7,500 2,048° B 800 LD 23,846 22,082 [ 22052 4,794
Tranguklly imigaten Distriel 12,800 20 208 0 2600 3.000 33,000 28229 a 28951 J,047
Wt Slanslaue Waber Dlairdicy §0.000 45.000° 34892 5,000 10,603 64 60D 44 699 o MEM 0
Soures: Reciameuon 2004d,

Hote; Ngagy XY WD net tad lar C i wawer Dieluer, Eaglo Flald Wamr Dlsyiet, Frosne Slough Water Dislda, Laguna vvator Clsirie, Mardails Hughes

propoy, o Lome Watar CHawio, Rud:mn'rl‘cn Oravict #1608, and Widren Warar Distncl. Doto ior g Lapim ars nat avallanlo for thesa Ginoie, bl Recametom has canfrmad oeth

PRzt Denpliser wao SR CHMUIING noods UMpugh 2025 of B CUMENt maxmum Ahiusl SVP supply.

‘alsa tho

Cvp

Bkt

*thg amount of groundwler fachorpa b Sublracted from ne QrownUwMor pumead. Megolve AUMDEers mprasenl SCRNLies wiiH Mchams |3 graair (Ren s smeun| bemosd,
*Agricolwrel demand oius W& Bemang.

“Tolas damond lasa 101! Suoply,

"Loear pocires I (1o ameunt of any Tenlament caniracl for disdcl's GRIM 10 S3n JorquIn OF Kirgs River waier, andfor witer Oivomicn pursugnl ic 28ie wsr ights,

"Staw Waler Projact Bupply,
’.P(mgs Rivai npanasn watar,

Ty comeacl adpply was raduoed In 2025 becoyss Of Sanimct ASHIRMSnis.

"Pintn Vigw Waiat Districe has o flared o Mamorands of Lndatalanding witn (he Chy of Tragy f0f Tracy be 1ML aopomataly 2 835 scra-dgal of th diaincl's VP cugply and dativar
the Teme Quarity of realad walst for MEI purpoBas wilhin Blain Visw Wator QIeineL's toungengs

'Y ranefare out far 2028 arg bazod on Mislerical average of 7,300 3cro.doal BIUS &n Annckseted 5000 Jcrn ool iraneler Lo the Cily of Teazy,
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Eavironmaalal dareriment Affecend Bnvi 1, Eavi } Conrag e,
anif Emvirdnivusinl Commitnent

Papersen Lrrigation Diswict {5 getive in waier tranafers both into and out of the disteiet In
fecent years, watee hns been leans{emed to West Stanislaus Uriganoa Digieics and
Westlangs Waser Disinel.

PLai ViIEW Water DiISTRICT'S FACILITIES anD WATER Use

Plain Vizw Wuler Disthcl wae tormed on Junuary 13, 1951, The districtrs located 1n San
Jeagquin County primacily aleng the custem side of Inteestar 3 veer the city of Traey, The

[}
dismict was origrinadly 6,000 ners in size with 5,316 irigated acres and is currently s,\o 5.1.-\ ‘Jﬂ:’, _&&ﬁ*

6,422 sores 1n size with 1.35) imgated acrer. Figueas 3.1-30 and 3,121 show e current :gga'};ﬂf,é. 1P

lang uzeland cover and boundary for the Mug View Water Diswied service men g v 0 g %
Plain View Water Diswicl ceceives ils CYP water dircelly from the Delta-Mendaws Cynal \»k.?’\ _ ‘v‘\ O . N %

through 28 wenouts. The district’s diserdiution systemn consists of 9.2 wiles of pipeline, b5 hWER M\ é“ki
The system is n entteely enctosed pipeline system consiructad of reinforced conerete pipe W [voi ] A

and polyvinyl chlaride pipe thar was instsiied tw replce the orizingl Techitz pips. There Py, m PV

are ap gpen ditehes of cunals m e system. Propeller meters messure the How volume to Y ?f-( L -

cuch point of denvery. = LC& .

Uss of CVYP Wabsr

A
L4
On May 22, 1953, Pliin View Watar District etwred ineo o leng-tevm contract \/-\ﬁ.jb h0+ C/l/‘n ! (ﬂ@
{Contraer 14.06-200-785) with Reclamaunn for 17,250 sere- fecg of CVP waisr, 1n 1974, \H\L A=Y
the district nnnexed xddhional land 2nd the conter was nmended on July 25, 1973, Undet buj\: ' (ﬁ

the amendment, Reclnmation provided 20,500 acro-foet of CVP watar 1o the disiriet. The D;\ 3:{ AL -D\_W %

long-term conteact expined on February 28, 1994, Since then, & series of interim renswal \ ¢ \\j

contmers have been exoeuted, The most recent Jnenm renewal contact {Conraer §4-06 l‘(\ﬁ D, -E,w

200.785-(R 10 was sxecuted on Febousey 27, 2004, -2nd) can remain 1n effeet far two years, <5y P@%
vy AL P

Usa of Other Availatie Wator Supplies

Plain View Water Distcict curreauy bus no waier swpply souree ather than its VI supply.

Gperating Rules and Reguiations

L 4
These is no sudsurface Srunsge i Plain View Wawer Digirict. The drainage 15 aither VAL
recireulited oas(aem o dizcharged oo either the Dela-Mondom Canal o The West Side
irngation Diswier for touge,

Plain ¥iew Waler Distriet is active in iransforing water bath 1o wnd from other conmactors

Troreiiaan bosuayzt, he slieele) bocoptalioumed-sdmtdumb g ol -
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Affectzd Environment, Environmental Consequencass, Envirgnmentaf Assessment
and Environpiental Comtmitments

Oro Loma Water District

Oro Loma Waier Distriot is entirely an agricul(ural district with only one landowner.
Beoause it is iocated in a niral area away from major development pressures, the
conversion from agricuitural 1o Mé&J uses is unlikely. The crops typically produced in the
district include rice, and historically, some of the tand has also been farmed with cotton,
All administrative functions for Oro Loma Water District are surently being provided by
Panoche Water Distrint.

Patterson [rrigation District

Patterson Irrigation District is entirely an agricultural district. The district provides no
M&]T water, Itis anticipated that as Patterson and the Interstate S comdor continue to
grow, any new proposed development requinng Mé&{ water would be detached from the
district. Patterson Irrigation District policy requires watcer users requesting M&I water 10
detach from the district. Therefore, despite neighoboring growth pressures, Patterson
Irrigation District is expected to remain entirely an agricultural diseret.

In the lagt 15 years, the primary crops have included apricots, beans, and alfalfa. Because
the district is located in the heart of dairy country, crops like alfalfa will continuc to be
staple crops. However, there is a continued conversion from these row crops to higher
valued permanent crops (almonds). Patterson Irrigation District does not currently
maintain detailed records regarding irrigation methods. The best estimates show that the
main irrigation methods used between 1986 and 1996 were primarily furrow/border
followed by sprinklers and trickie irrigation.

Plain View Water District

Plain View Water Distnict is primarily an agriculhical district. In 1990, a@mcﬂ?;;rdcn of
the district’s CVP supply was allocated for M&T use to service commerclal and residential
development. The water provided by the district was treated and delivered by the City of
Tracy. The district also intends to continue to provide Mé&I waler to increasing urban
development within its boundaries. This water will also be ireated and delivered by the
City of Tracy,mpproxhnawly 500 acres of land have been converted to M&l
use. The water allocated for the converied {and will continue to be used to sarve the new
land use through the City of Tracy water supply system. 1t is possible that as Tracy
continues to grow, the amount of CVP water used for M&[ purposes could increase. It is
also possible that the growth could result in some areas currently within the district being
detached and annexed 1o the City of Tracy.

;

RiEE Nt o ) }54‘@,,1{7‘7 .
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. Sandra Dunn ' Wed, Dec 15, 2004 115 PM

Subject: Needs Assessment

Date: Tuesday, November 16, 2004 11:58 AM

From: Rick Gilmore <r.gilmore@bbid.org>

Reply-To: <r.gilmore@bbid.org>

To: 'Tracy Slavin’ TSLAVIN®@mp.usbr.gov

Cc: 'Angela Slaughter' ASLAUGHTER®@mp.usbr.gov, Sandra Dunn
sdunn@lawssd.com

Tracy and Angela:

The needs assessment on file with Reclamation does not accurately refiect M&!
demands within the District.

As an example, based on information received from Reclamation’s Fresno office, Mé&i
demands for the period 3/85 - 2/2000 are as follows;

1995 414 of
1986 572 af
1997 678 aof
1988 673 af

1599 713 of

M&! demand during the 2003-04 water year was 373 af, 800 af with M&! reliability.

The above demonstrates that the district has developed a need over and above the
800 af that was identified in the contract.

Also, with respect to the 2025 forecast, it is conceivabie that approximately 12,900 af
couid be transferred/assigned to the City of Tracy, however the District would
continue to have M&I demands of 2 minimum of 800 af. (This M&! demand was not
accounted for as well)

Angela, although | do not know Sandie’s schedule, | am available most af the week
for a call. (Wednesday-open, Thursday-afier 11 am, Friday- after 11 am.}
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Rick L. Giimore

General Manager

Byron Bethany irrigation District
P.O. Box 160

3944 Main Street

RByron, CA 94514
{Phone) 208-835-0375 or 925-634-3534
(FAX) 209-835-2869 or 225-516-1239

NOTICE: The information contained in this e-mail may be privileged, confidential, and
protected from disclosure. If vou are not the intended recipient, any further
disclosure, use, dissemination, distribution, copying of this message or any
attachment is strictly prohibited. If you think you have received this message in error,
please e-mail the sender at the above address and delete the e-mail. Thank You,
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