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Tz letier ackiwwiedges vour request af lormal section ¥ consuliataon puorsuamt (o thc
Erdaneercd Species AcU{ESApof 1973, 25 arpended | 16 1058, 1531 et neg) reccived Dy

0 A Fishorics on Apen T3 2004, for the 15 Bureab of Reclainafion's {Recamation) Long-
Temn Comeact Recowai {LTCR) for the Delta-Mecdota Canal (DnIC] Unit. This consulration
coneerns impacts on Foderally Tested endaneered Saeramento River winter-ron CChinoel salmon
(Oncormptcky kawytschal, threatened Central Valley spricg-rur Chinook salingm (02
tefecrwrctncha, and threndened Central Valley sweelbead (8 mpkisz), pursoara jo the BESaAL I
addition, the proposed praject arca has been sdentified o5 Essential Vish Habuat (EFE?) for
Pacifte salmon in Amendinent 14 of the Pacific Salman Fishery sfanagement Plan persuant e
the Magnuson-Stevens Fisnery Consyrvdtion and :'-"[&!]«_.E"EHIEIL[ At (M3A ) Federal achom
agencics are oandased By the M3A (zacnon WAL 270 10 consult with e “0AA Fishenes an
all actigny thal may adversely affect EFIT and NOA Fishenes must provade EFFL
Conseseation Eocommendations (section 305|b][4)1 4,0

At Reclamation s reguest. initiation af thes consultation was defayed unel complenon of
secion 7 consullabon on the long-term Operationes, Uniteria, and Plan (OCAM for the
courdinated eperations ke Federal Coneral Walley Project (CVE) and the Srate Waicr Project
(WP The reason for thus redueest seas 1nad Reclarcanon betieved that 21 acusns soneeis
wisidii o2 adaressed i the GOAP consmitation aed nercione 10 Wis o necessane presursor o
competing this copgract speciiic corsultaiion. e OOAR consuliation was compaisd Wi
ther issuarcs wl a molegeal optiean 2y NOAS Fishenos oo {haober 22, 2004 400 AP B0

The propozed vean considered in ths consuitainm woud renew the 25 vear-lone OV water
serLee gonfract to MO Unit contraciors contimnang VP water delivery Water wanid e
denvered o MO Ve rantrsctors thossel exisime Sedsaes wirhous -;,m.mmmini: L G

mediiviee cumenl Bzliwes wd he rencwal wond coninee o provide he existine water

supoly for murgipad . petustnial. and speizuitene vse. Waer supoly Tar the DMO G

contractors i ke Sy Joagquin Yaley sriginates prmanly s conimedled releases from OV
feservones ofthe Sacramenro iver <vAlm anc 18 ansstoital v 1y the w.-c~am-:.1m Boveg o the

Sacramenlo-San Joaquin Delta (Oeloy. Tos waler gne ofher -Hzlu av "|l|.lhl i m:_ Crelr: fronm
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M Fo Josquin Raver o Zrediu tribulaties 1z colleonn® g Reclamationss Trogs Mamping Plass

ars e seetbern end of the Delte afier moving trough vanows nnaral aad cansuacted Sasilioes,
The Tracsy Pumping Plane ifs water Jromi the Deli o the 2O 0 be ransponed e vanious
delivery ponts for DA Uinis comtractos along it ceach uitimaiely flowang oo the dMendoi

Fonl gzaied ar the conflienee of the San Toaguin River and the rorth tock of the Kinps Roiver,

neir Mendaota, approximately 30 meles west of Fresn,

AOIAN Fisheries has 1ovicwed the envirenmentar assessment provided by Keclamation asd
ather periinent inforcoaton related 10 this congultatien, meloding the QCAP BQL The O0C AR
By addvessed impacts of Cre delivery of Socramente and Sun Joaguin Basin arign water into
the [0 vie the Tracy Pumpnag: Plam and fuund operations were kel to adversely affect
Listed Sacramento River wnter-run Chinook salmon, Central Valley <pring-mun Chineok
salmion, and Cenleal Valley steclbead doe to direct and indicect ke assoctaed with pumping
operatipns, Incidental 1ake {or operaton of the Tracy Pumpthg Plant was guethorided o the
OC AP B0 and reascuable and pradent reeesures were mgluded i an incidenial iake staement
to funher avoid oo minunize anticipated adverse alfeets e lisied salmonids.

Fullowing revicw of the biologieal assessment, addwivnal imfarenation orovide:d, and the best
seiennfic and cocamercol informatton cormently avatlable, we find thae all anticipared elfects of
the LTCR for the DMC Uni o Federaily hsted endangered Sacramento River winter-ran
Cruaoak salmon, threalened Cendrat Valtey sprmg-run Chinoak saloen, and threarengd Corarad
Valtey sieelhead are asicressed in the Oelober 220 2004 %044 Fisheoes OCA BO. This (=
because effacts of the LTCR for the DMO Lo result selely from export of water through the
CwP's Tracy Fumepinyg Plant. ¥e do not enticipate additional effects would resui from the
proposed LTCR beyoud those considered in the QOUAP B This determination 1s conlineaht
upen Recliimation implementing all measores intended o prevent and monimize mgacis (o fish
and {1sn habisat identificd in the OCAP BCO. Therefore, we do not helieve formal consnltation
ore the LTCR Forthe DMC Uit 13 necossary. No funher action pursuant 1o the FLSA s
requiged by Meclammanon, at tlas time. However, we may Tequest reinitiation of the
comsuliation process iF one of the tellowing ertena s met (1) new iciormation eveals cffecis
nf the aciien tat may affec: lised specivs or eotical habital in a magner oc 1o an cxent ng
censidered i this revicw: (21 the action 15 subseguenety cindified i a ersinner What causes
adverse otfects w Lisied specess or critieal babics not consdered o this teview, of [3 2 new
species 15 listed or erivieal habitar desipnated L oy be affecred by the action. ™o additiong|
ingiderial ke 15 gutherized for this cooract specific aciion bevand e amoant oo extent of
tcalental take gushorered i the Oty 22, 2004 OO0 RO

Inaddiion, we find the dctaber 2004 XU Fisheroes O0AT B addeessed affects e EFIT
for Pacific saimor s descoibed in Anendroen) - o e Pacifie Saimon Frshers Managemcen:
Plan prizsuant oo the MSA, e fGod co sdditieoal effects af this preject m histed sxlnuonds chat
were sl convered e Ci0A B Thereture, ZF1 Conscrvation BEecommendations well ool
B previcded. WIS cesponse as epeined under secton 3000 R o the Mamieson-
Stevens At aml Federal repuinions (30 CFR S &0009200 wul nor ke reueresl. Showld
addevanl wirermatien reveal thut the peoect may affeet ZFH amlior impact salmonsds in



Wi Rt proviensiy consaderesd, of should the aztion be madifed 15 o was that s canse

asdchonal citeels w0 EFEL thas delermination may be reconsiceryd.

10 3en bave am uuestions regarding thes correspendenee of 1500 Fisheries can grovigy
further assislanee om shis prodfect, plesse contact Me. Je™ Melain in our Sacrarnento A
C3f13ce, B30 Capite? Mall, Suite 8. W Sacramento, CA 93815 M Melam may be reached
by pelephione &2 (5 Loy 9505608, or by Faxoat {91457 930-3024

SIncerely,

Wit

4 Rodney R Mlnni
Regional Admmmrstraior
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