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FINDING OF NG SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
FOR THE RENEWAL OF LONG-TERM CONTRACTS
FOR THE DELTA-MENDOTA CANAL UNIT CONTRACTORS

INTRODUCTION

The Mid-Pacilic Repinn of 1he Bueau of Reclamation {Reclamation ; has fiund that an
envirpnmental impaet statement is not regquired for the praposed execution of the renewal of
water service eomtracts Tor |18 water service conractors ol the eli-Mendoma Caral Unit
FONACLDY of the Contral Valley Project (CVP) All of the histncts recoive OV water for either
agriceitural purposes or [or a combination of geoewlone] and Meoicvipal and Indusiral (8441
purpssses. The tonewals for all 18 distrots will be for 25 vears and will start in March 20HS and
cxtend through Febrpary 2030,

BACKGROLUND

The Central Yalley Project improvement Act {CYPIAY required eompletion of @ Programmaric
Environmental Tmpact Statement {PES) and funber stipudaled that Reclamadion ua perform
Approprise environmental review for renewal of lonpg-term water secvice contracts. The PEIS
programmatically evaluated the implementation of the CVPLA, includimy long wem contrzet
rencwal. The PEIS was completed in 2000 and o Record of Decision was signed in Janyary
2011, Reclamaton initially preparcd a Draft Mpviconmental Assessment {FAY in Oclober 2000
te cvaluate the powential beneficial and alverse environmental impacts associated with renewal
ol the long-term Dela-tdendma Canal 1nit contracts. Three altematives (inclusling the Mo
Action Allernative) were evaluated. Poblic and Agency commetis on this deaft were wsed 1o
prepare a seennd draft FA which was ulso relessed to the public for a 30-day carament period in
Nowvember, 2004, Pobliv and agency comments reccived on the November 2004 drafl EA were
evaluaied by Reclamation and used in the preparation of the alached final drafi, completed in
2005, which includes thematic responses 10 the comments.

Reclamation completed the EA process to determine if renewing the contracts would result in
sice-speecific significant impacts w the oatural or buman environmen. The 1A process was
completed pursuant o gnd in accordance with the National Novirenment] Pelicy Act (NEPAY of
196% (42 VSC§4321-43700, the Coungil of Environmaental CGuality regulations om impltementing
WNEPA 40 CFR Parts 1300-1308), and Reclamation Handbook [Burcau of Reclamation 19590,

The proposed action is the execution of separate long-luem cootracts betwieen the [Dniled States
and the Tulleaing contractors of the T



= Breadview Wer Disirct

»  Cochlo Famiky Trose

o Dl Puero Water Dhistoet

= Fagle Field Water Thsiricl

v [resno Slough Water Districr

s James Lrigation LDistrice

o Laguna Walcr District

o Mercy Spriogs Water District
(unassigned pomion)

« {iro Lomo Water 1Mstefct

Itenewal of long-term contracts is peeded w0

Bawita Carboni [rogation Diarict
Ifatterson Ierigation Districl
tvron-Bethany leagation Disinict
Reclamation District Mo, 1604
The West Sale Imipation District
Tranguillity [migation Diswrict

Tranguilliey Public Utility District

West Stanislae: Waler District

Widrer Waler District

«  Cominue the benehicial use of water developed and managed as pan of the CVE, wath a
reasonable Talaney among competing demands, ineluding the necds af apriculuaral and
municipal and industrial (M&} users and the needs of fish, wildiife, recreation, and other
water uses conzistent with the requirermuents imposed by the Califormia State Water
Resources Contral Bogrd (SWIRCT) and CVIPLA,

*  |ncorporate cenato administrative conditions imo the repewed comracts W ensure
vontinucd compliance with current Federal Reclamation law and other applicable

sLATUICS,

Al the caminued reimbuorsernent o the Federal povernment for costs related o the

ponstruction and operaton of the CVP.

FINDINGS

In sccordanee with the NEPA, and its implementing regalations, and congistent with {he
environmental analysis of the EA for the Long-Term Contract Repewad for the Shasta and
Trinity River Divisions. Reclamation finds that implementation of the proposed action will resuit
in no significant impact to the quality of the hurban enviccenment. The finuding (s supported by

the [ollowing factors:

1. Water Resourees  Rencwal of the long-term water service contract will nol change
COTUITACE waleT quintitics from the gquantities in existing cootracts and will therefore nu
cawse any increased use. Therefore, there will be oo cflecs on surface water supplics or
quantity. For the same reasen. renewal of the water service cobteact wandd not rosubt in
any prowth-inducing impacts 1hat will inerease water demand during the contract’s lime

frame.
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Faod Uise - The renewal of cantracts will not provide for additional water supplivs that
cowald act as an incentive lor the comversion of native habitat e increased acreape of
agrieulure producticn. municipal and irdwstrial development. or other activibes. The
arnount and dypes of ceops will vary, as they have in the past, acconling o the annual
waler alloeagion and farmimg practices.

Biological ressurces  The preposed lung-leom contract renewal would conlinge he
deliverics of TV water o the 17 contractors of the DMC Unit, Mo new facilicies weuld
b consrucied.

Theearened. Endanecred Species — The proposed long-lenn cuntriet renewal would
continue the deliverics of CVP water to the contractors of the MO Unit. 1t would not
change or aler babitst use by or populations of specics lsied or proposed for iisting as
hreatened ar endznpered that are known o oecur aor have the potential w oecur in the
LM Uniat service area. Reclamation has consalied with the LLS. Fish and Wildlilk
Service and the National Gceanic and Atmospheric Adminmistration Fisheries, Results of
these consuhations were considersd in finalizing the Drafl Bavironmental Assessment
and execuring this Finding of No Stgnificant Impac.

Cultural Regqurces — The proposed action will aof directly or indirectly cawse pround-
disturbing activitics. Therefore there will be no impacts w cwloural respurces.

Lecreation Resources: The proposed action wall not canse changes 1o histonc
CVF operations thal delcrming reservair shorage or the amount o iming of
waler deliveries, Therefore no impacts 10 recrestional resourees ane
anticipated.

Demoaraphics and Epvironmental Justice: Because the proposed action is
cascntially mainlining ihe status quo it will oo have an adverse eilect on human
health or the cnviromment, as deftned by environmental justice policies and
dircctives. The proposed action will not dispropurtionately affect any
sncIG-eConumic o low.mnceome proups, Rencwal of the eontacts maintains

the socio-econemic cunditions i the area by providing waker needed for
apHeubtura! and other enterprises. thus maintzining employment opporunites.

Indian Trusl Assets  Execution of the water service contract will aol aflect any Indian
Trust Assels beeause there are ne known [ndian Teest Assets wathun the THAC Dndg
SErVICS Arca.

Feonomic Besnorces: Renewal will have Bmited socig-economic impact, even theugh
costs will increase, M&1 water wseny are relatively price feeleseic; that is, they change
their use of warer relatively linle in response to even lairly substantial changes in the
price of waler, Similarly, large seale farming operations are not cxpected 10 changc
relative 1o changes in water rates. Chanpe af the thresbold ol 2 presumption of
apricuttural use Trom a 2- 1o 2 S-aere minimem will ool sipoificantly affcet farmers,
.pon docementation of a farming operation, the smatler acreage would qualivy for



agrivultural rates. These economic chunges do not result inoany signifuant changes 1o the
envErUnment
[ ]

information abouwt the Final TA prepared for the propesed action or this FONS1 may be chuined
feom Joe Thompson, Bureau of Reclamation, at 559-487.5174



