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Aemorandum

Tu: Chiel, Regouree Management Divisian, 1S, Burean of Reclamation, South
Cetiral California Arcd Office, Fresno, Califormia (Altn,: Kathy Wood)

yRis
From: %ng Field Supen‘jmr,ﬁa{:mmcmn Fish and Wildlife Office, Sacramcnto,
Califormia 4| t AL L PP
Lk Y=t .
Subject: Conclusion of Inf“unlh}tl Consultatidn on Henewal of a Long Term
Walcr Service Contract for the City of Freeno, Fresno Counlty,

California

This responds to vour request of April 8, 2004, for conzultation on rencwal of a Central Valley
Project (CVP) lung lermn water seevice candregl wilh the City al Fresng (City) foc a 40-year
period, Included in this action is the proposed annexation of 12,800 scres i the Cily's Southeas)
and Morth Growth Arcas into the CvP conteact servics area for the City of Fresne, Reclamation
proposes this change in the UV contrict servies anca as part of the federal aclion subject 1o
eavirenenental review and consuluan in zeconlance wilh section 7 of the Endangered Species
Aot {Ach), The addition of these lands 15 subjeet w approval of Keclamaton and olher apencies,
including the Local Arca Vormation Committee (LAF0). This action is in accordance with
seetion 3404(c) of the Contral Yalley Project Improvement Aot (CVILA)Y and vor November
2000 Programmatic Biological Gpinen on Implementatlion of the CYPLA and Conlinued
Orperation and Maintenance ol the OVP (Service File Mo, 1-1-98-F-(H 24).

This decument represents our revicw of the proposed CVE long-term contract renewals on ihe
lederally listed as threatened vernal pool Gairy shenng (Breachicecis dencki), valley eldeshesry
longhom bewvile (Desmocerms californions dimerpheg), bald eagle (Folincers levcocepiiaius),
Aeshy owl's clover (Casrilleie compesteis ssp, srccwdenia), Talifomia tieor salamandcr
{Ambnstoma colifarmiense), designated critical habitad for the vernal pood fairy shrinp (unit 2413}
and fleshy owl's clover {unit 2}, snd proposcd cotical habilat for the Califormia Upeer salamander
{unit 2}. This consulation addresses the renewal of the existing contract amount and the
continued dalivery of water under the exisling pperaling parameters b the Cily of Fresno water-
service arcas. This consultawon does not excmpt meidental take that may result from the use or
application of OV water by poivate parties of from the protakitions ender soction B of the Act,

Alter review of informaton avallable 1o us and discussions with Arca Office and Regional {1Tice
stafl in lanuary 2005 018 our determunation that renewal of the CVE tong term water service
contract for the City of Feesno s now Hkeely too advessely alloet federally listed spacivs or
desigoated or proposcd catcal habit,
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eontract for the City of Fresno is nou likely to adversely affoct Fodermlly listed specics ac
desigmated or praposed critical hahian

Neseription of the Praposed Action

The (Tiy of Fresno is one of 28 contractors within the Friam Division. Forma] consultation an
long 1erm rencwal of the temaining 27 Foant Division coniracls, and all Cross Yalley Canal
contracts, was concluded by issuance of 2 biolagical gpindon dated Tanoary 19, 21 (Service
File Mumber 1-1-G1-F-0027) which determined that the proposed contract renewals would nol
jeopardize the commued ¢xstence of federally lisled species or destroy or adversely modily
desipnated ceilical habitat.

Unalar the renewed contract, the U5, Burcau of Reclamation {Reclamalion) woulld maks
avaulalle for deliery 60,000 acre-feet/year {aly} of Class 1 water for M&T purposes from March
1, 2005 through March 1, 2046 (Reclamation 2004a). The cxisting contract [or the Clly 15 also
for 60,006 afy of Class | water for M&I purposcs, M&@ s defined in the comract hotween
Reoclamation and the Cily a5 “Project Water, ather than Irrigaton Waler, made avaitable 1o the
Contractor. M&] Water shall im¢lule water vsed for bunan wse and purposes such as the
walcring of Tandseaping or pasiuee for animals (2., horses) which arc kept tor personal
enjoyment of water delivered to land holdings operated in wnitz of less than five aeres™ (LSBR
2004ak).

Tabte 1 — Summary of the Proposed Long-Term Condract Renewal for the City of Fresno

Coatract Amount Acres in Service Area® Use Cootract Term |
'| R Municipal &
()LD Al ryear V000 [approx ) Tndustrial 40 years

curreri fll}'_i.rFmTﬁqm Hucnge hased on Fresne 2061 and 2025 General Plans {Caty of Fresna 20400;
20023 (11,5, Buecau of Reclamation 2004a)

{ur January 2001 biological opamon for lotg term renewal ol the 27 Frianl Division contractors,
5§ Cross Valley Canal contractors and 11 Croas Valley Canal subcomiractors included
commilments for new and continuing actions by Reclamation, the Service, and the contractors of
the Frianl Division and Cross Valley Canal Unil. These setions inchuded applicable conservanion
meusures rom the 1991 Frianl biclogical opiniwon (Service fle number 1-1-21-F-22), cach
subeyguend Inteom water contract renewal opinden (1995, 1998, and 20007, and ihe CYPLA
Peogrammadic bislegical opinion, in addition 1o mcasures negoliated during the 2001
consultation. Reclamaton and the City have agrecd to implerncnt these measures as wel] for
actions relating (o delivery and use of CVP water within the City (David Young, USBR, peors.
e, January 2005), Eeclamalion provided a summany of implementation status of
canservatian measuees feom the 1991 Friant biological apinion and the 2000 CVP Programmalic
olegical opinion in Appendix 13 of 1he hiological assessment (U5, Burcan of Beclamation
20iHa). These commibments are offered as condinuing commitments for the City of Fresno,
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Hixtoaric Water Lo aned Frenes Water Needs

Az part of the contract renewal process, Reclamation bas perfonmned water necds assessmients for
cach long term CVP contractor. The water needs assessment for the Oy of Fresno is a
combined docwment for the City and Fresne Imigalicn District (FIDY, a Cross Vallcy Canal
comractor, because FID operates and mamtains the City's waler progran under a cooperalive
agresment {City & FID 1574, U5, Borcao of Reclarmarion 2004a). The combined City of
Fresna/F 10 water needs assessment meluded the City af Clovis. AL our requesl, Reclamation
provided waler needs information for the City of Fregno only so that we coold eder evaluare
their history of wiler use and prejecled fulure water necds (Appendiz A) The water needs
assesament includes g guantitication of groundwater and other surface waters within each district
servicy arga. &l groundwater wells are owned by landwwners or other agencles within the City.
Local surface water, Kings River waler, and CVE waner are wied directly and for groondwater
cecharge in Fresno (L15. Bureau of Ecclamation 2004:).

Reclamation®s Class 1 water delivery 1o and use by the Cily Junng the past len years are
surantarized m Table 2, reviged by Bureau of Reclamation in Fehruary 2005, The City received
its maximum water deliveny of 60,000 af ducing nine of the past 12 years hetween 1993 and
2004 1he cxecplions buing wet years, 19902, 1954, and 1995, Water Uransferied ow by the Clity is
replaced by FLD with ins Kings Biver Supnly tmder thadr waler sharing agreement (Barbara
Hidleburg, 113, Burean of Reclamation, pers. comm., Tanvary 20051 This infermation indicates
that e City has consistently oiilized ity Rall OWT contract entitlement 1o support existing
development, and thal the CVP water supply does not appear to be a significant source of water
for projected future urban growith within the Cily.
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Ceerviedtedtion Paramefers

Reclamation is requesting consullabon an delivery of the City of Fresna®s full comeast amount of
up to 60000 acre-feelivear lor cach year in the 40-year contrae! tenm. This is in accordance with
the "Dieseriptuen ol the Proposed Action™ from Reclamation's Bivlowical Assessment (175
Rurean ol Reclamation 2004a) and Reclamation's July 19, 2004 memorandum cetahlishing
consullalion parameters.

The City has the ability to receive addibiooal CVP water hevond the contract amouet Lhrough the
uze of ternporany waler transfers, and the abality we permanently increase the amouonl of their
contractual amount by obining a permanent wiler assignment. These are separaie Federal
actions, and are not propased of addressad io this consulation.  Any future action 1hal
pennanently or tempocart]y increases City's tolal CVP contret amount heyond 60,000 acre.
fectiyvuar s also not eovered 10 this long-termn contract renew al consultalion (o.g. permanent water
assignrnent actions, or an wilikely wel-year scenano where water transfers or sinular actions
could allow Ciey 10 reveive mare than heie wal OV contract amount), and will regquice separate
envirpmenlal revive,

Avtion Area

The action arca for this congullatian is defined as the 2025 Fresno General Plan sphere of
infloensy, whiach is sllustrated in Figare |, and the action area detmed in e 2004 GOAP
cunspllabion. The old OV P contrast service arca, amd the new areas praposel W be anoesed, ace
shuwn m Fugwre 1. Listed species occurtences and eritica! habital, beth proposed and desigonated,
are averlaid in Figure 2. The current service srea encompasses approximalely 50,400 acres and
e Grewill Areas proposed to be annexed inko the service arcd cncompass | 2,800 agres, [ora
letal sevvice arca of 103,200 acres (1.5, Burcau of Reclamaton 20043, The annesed land
currently lics with the bovndanes of Fresno Imigation District, a Ceoss Valley Canal Contractor.

W have confined the terrestrial portion of the actien arca to the CVP contract service area,
unlike the gther Friaot Tdivision contraets, as & resull of infermation provided by Reclamatisn to
the Surviee in December 20033, Ceologists in Reclamation®s Mid-Pacific Region prepared a
report that discussed the practice of conjunetive use of groundwiater and surisce walcr and the
impertanes f this praciice 1o agricublural operations inthe Cenotral Valley (1.5 Burcau of
Reclamatiom 2003). The report concluded that existing imports of CVP water are not sulficicm
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to myeet present demands, and because of the magnitude of existing groundwater overdeaft in the
San Joaquin Valley 1o meel existing water demeands for agriculture and urban uscs, wgether with
eroundwater dynamics in the San Joaquim Yalley, there s no excess water avatlabilily in the
valley thal could lead to widespread land conversions (U2, Burcau of Keclamaticn 2003 ).
Additionally, information in Figure 4 of the Biological Asscssment and in subseyueni
infgrmation provided by the Bureau (U5, Burcau of Reclamanion 20044, David Young, U5
Bureau of Reclamation, pers, comm. Janwary 2H5), afer discussion with a geologist from
CDWER {A. Sicele. Geclogizt, Calilarmsa Departiment of Water Resources, pers. comm, o D
Younyg, Junuary 20005, indicates Mat groundwater movement would be westward loward the San
Joaquin River and away from areas of native habitat adjacent 1o the CVE service area o the
norbeast (Figure 31 The wone of groundwaler influenee would nat, in any case, extend across
the San Joaguin River, For this reason we do mol consider groundwater recharge with CVE waler
10 measurably facilituie habitat conversion with groundwater outside of the Ciry's CVE service
area.

Consullation on Related Actions

The Sacramenea Fish and Wildifo Office (SFW 00 is cummently cngaged in, or has receotly
campleted, consultation with Reclamation on related actions, These other consultations include:

17 (CFF Operations Criteria and Plan (OCAP), The OCAP desenbes the coardimaied operation
of the Central Valloy Projoct (CVE) and State Water Project {(SWP) by Reclamation and the
California Depariment of Water Resouwcces (CIPWER). The 20004 OCAP consublation addressad
the operation of the CYP/SWP in the Sacramento Yalley, snd included all apphicable
commitments of the 3WF and CVE, such as mocling reguitements of the CVPLA BO (Servics,
20007, the obligations contained in the Cemral Valley Waler Quality Control Board water right
permits, obligations of OV waler survice confracts, Sacramento River Settlemcnt contracts, San
Juaynin exchange contracts, and athet reguicemeants.  The 2004 OCAP consultation ineluded the
storage of water i reservoirs, releases and river operation, Federal/State diversion facilitics, and
CWESWP export-pumping operations in and through the Deha. Therefore, the OCAF BO
addressed all the aquatic cifocts of operiling ke CVESWE,

O July 34, 2004, Lhe Service issued bological opiman 1-1-04-1F-01 40, whichk addressed the
effects of delivenng CVE watee for renewed lang term water contracts and other actions on dalta
srnelh and s critical habelat, The lnng tesn waler contracts, while authorizing a maximuam
eontract amount, recognize that the delivery of the entite contract amount is subject to the
availability of water and other obligations (such as biclogical opiniona). Our July 30, 2004,
biolowgical opimon on QCAL is hereby incorporated by reference because it analyzed effects of
the zclion addressed in this consuliation, and the findings ol his consuliation cannod be made
indepenenty of the analysis and findings of the QCAP binlogical opinian. The OO0 AP analysis
of elMeets wo della smelt and a1 eritteal habitat also muost be made a par of the analysiz of e total
cfioets of the tong tenm contract renewals.
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21 Operation wmd Mamrenanee of CFP Water Ceommveyaree Faotlittes in e Jurisdiction of the
Senath Certtraf {aliformia Arge e, The CVPIA progranunalic biological opinion {CVPLA
PROY anticipated that i may be desirable 1o cover some oporations and maimtenance activilics
under long term contract rencwal biological opinions (page 2.46). Pursuant to pages 2-46 w 2-
49 of the CWPIA PEO snd reguirements of the biological opiniens far CVP Inkerdim Waler-
Service Renewal Contracts {1995, 1998, 2000, 2007, Reclamation bat propared regional
opcralions and maantepance plans (&M Plang) wo describe the general and routine mamtenance
and ppertional pracedures Reclamatien conducts on theer CVP Facilitics throughout nerthem
Califoria. Becauss Reclamation aggregated infonmnaticn af different geographic scales and
levels of specificity for long term contracts and facility operation and mainlenince, the Servies
determined it was necessary to comduct separale, bul concurent, consullation an gperarion and
mainicnancy 1o meel Reclamaton’s tarpel dates (o long term contract rencwal. This
cansullalion will aoalyse effects of operation of CVP facilities associated with rencwal of the
City of Frusno's Tong lerm water secvice comtract other than those snslyzed in the QCAP
nlowcal apinion.

3 CFF Long derm Warer Service Comeract rengwafs, Inaddition woahe City of Fresno Contract
unalyzed in this consuhution, Reclumaion inlends 10 renew ahowt 11% CVFP Waler Service
eaptracts thrawshout the Central Valley (27 of which have already been executed in the Friant
Division of the OVEY. The OV P Woter Service contracts include an snnual maximum gquasndity of
approximately 3.0 millon aly of OV water and provide water service o approximately 3.2
milliod irrigable acres of land and an urban population in excess of 4.3 million peaple. The lony
temm water contracts renewals, while authonzing a maximam sontract amou, recopnize that the
delivery of the enlire eombract asigunt is sulyject b the availability ol water and other CVP
thbigalions.

[Far cificiency, Reclamation has grouped the CVE waler-service cuntract rengwal environmental-
documents by similar regional issues. Foeclamation has reguesiod scparaie consultations for the
following CVIP regioms: Shasta amd Trnny Divisions, Sacranento River Division (Coming
Canal, Tebama-Colusa Canal, and Black Butte Units), Feather River Water Distocl, Amencan
Ruver Division, Coentra Costa Canal Unit, Sar Felipe Division, Delta-Yiendota Canal Unit, and
e West San Joaquin Division, The SFWO issecd bivlogical apinions for the remaining Friant
Qivision comractors, the Hidden comran. the Buchanan contract, amd the Cross Valley Canal
coniracts in 200H,

All ofthe renewing CVI contracts have pravisions needed to comply with applicable Taw,

it luding pravisions of the CVPIA and requirements apphicable 1o consulation regarting the
execution of the contract and which are within the contractor’s hegal aubarily 1o implemenl.
Rencw contracts incorperate applicililc provisions of the CVELA reguinpg pavment into the
Central ¥alley Projrcl Restoration Fand.

4} Sacramento River Seetlement Conteact Rencwals. In addition to the water semvice contracts,
Beclamaticon also inlepals wp tenew about 141 Sacramenta River Seitlement cartracts. Thesc
cuntrecls provide (or o total of ahout 1.5 million af of basc supply (based on prier water righls)
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and abouen 400000 af ol OV cantract waler 1o abowl 141 SomirLors.
Consultation Histery

Apnl 8, 2004 Memorandum from Burcaw of Reclamalion te Fish and Wildlife Servicy, Request
for Initigtion af Fonmal Section 7 Consuliation o the Leng Tenn Contract Ronewal between
Reclarnation and {1ty of Fresne,

May L3, 2004, Meomorandom frem Fish and Wildlife Service wo Burcau of Reclamation. Eoguest
Ear Further Inlonnation on the Long Teon Contruct Rencwal betwoen Boclamation and Cily of
Fresmo.

Tune 9-11, 2004, Site Visit by Fish and Wilillife Serviee Biologist, Gracicla Hioshaw, City of
Frosne Action Ared, Fresno, Califomia,

August 3, 2004, Memorandum [rdm Bureau of Reclamation o Fish and Wildlife Service.
Response 1o Request for Infomuacion for Formal Section T Congsultation for the Long-Tem
Water Scrviee Contract For the iy of Fresne (re: 1-1-04-1-1 658}

Aggust 19, 2004, Mecting between Fish and Wildlife Serviee Biologists Gracicla Hinshaw and
*ike Welsh, and Burean ol Reclamation Biologisi: Mike Kinsey and Ned Gruenhagen, in
Sacramento. Califarnia.

Sepiember 21, 2004, Memorandum from Burcau of Reclamation to Fish and Wildlife Service.
Supplemental and Lpdated Infommation for the Biological Assessment foc the Long-Term Waler
Sorvice Conmract Renewal for the Cily of Fresno, Ceneral Yalley Project.

Clorober 4, 20043, Memorandum from Fish and Wildlile Sarviee 10 Borcau ot Beclmnation.
Confirmuanion of Formal Sceton T Coensultation, Cammencemenl Date of Secltion 7 Established
a5 Auplst 27, 204k

October 4-8, 2004, Senes af Meetings Between Fish and Wildlife Scrvice Biolesist Muke Weish
and Burcan of Reclamation Biclogist Mike Kinscy, in Sacranuento, Califamia.

January 3, 20045, Mecting between Fish and Wildlife Serviee Rinlogists Jan Knight and Mike
Welsh and Bureau of Reclamation Biologists Mike Kinsey and David Young. Dhscussion of
Water Neads Assessment, Sacramento, Califomia,

Janmary 18, 2005, Mecting of Tish and Wildlfe Service and Bureau of Reclamation. Discussion
of Waler Wueeds Asscssiment, Sactamentn, Califorma and by Phane, South Coentead Cabifonnia
Area Dhee., Freane Califernia

Enviroomental Baseline
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Hedaetunsig to the CVPIA Progrummeaeic Biological Oniaran

This lang-termt contract rencwal consiellalion tets from the November 2000 Programmatic
Brerfeneical Opiman oy fopfementetion uf the CVPIA and Continned Operation und Maintenance
of the CFP{CVELA PEO) w address incremental and cumulative efleets of the proposed rencwal
action. This ticring aulomatically carries forward all conscrvation messeecs and other
compencnts of the Proposed Actinn of the CVPLA PRO into this consulation applicable to long
tenm renewal of the Oy of Fresno cotract. Reclamation's program o implenwent the CYEPIA
included the renewal of a1l existing OV cobtracts a3 & core pragram (CVPLA PRO page 2-29 10

236}

Two additiamal ¢are progrant actions thar afiect renewal contract provisions are the

implementation of water imcasarement noder CYPLA Seenon 3405(b} and the implementation of
waler conservation standards, wnder CVPIA Seolion 3405(e).

The CVPIA Proposed Action hisled cight stgruticant arcas of commitment that provided the basis
ol the PBO no jeopardy finding (Pasge 2-50). These eight arcas of conumiiment ace listed below:

Comeniimenls Associated with Implementation of 1he CWVPLA.
» Anadremoos Fisheries Hestoration Activitics {§3406(k)(1)).
*  Hahitat Resioratoon Peograsn (5340600017 other),
Commltinents Associated with Loop term Renewal of CVEP Water Contracis,
Comanatments for Aetivities Assacited with CVFP Water and/or Fagilities.
Craumnitments Associated with OWP Conveyance and Storaye.
Comanitments Associated with Cperations and Manapement Planning.
Comioitnnents Asseciated with Conservation Progroms.
= WilidiTe 1akitat Augrmeniation Progoam {Wetland Development Program).
= VP Consapcalion Propriam,
= Camprehensive Mappiog Program,
Commilments Associated with Drainaye.
Comrniments Associated General Cansultation Progess.

Under "Cranmmutements Associated with Tong-1erm Contract Renewal of OV Contracts {pape 2-
54 to 2-56}1 The CVPIA PO Lists these fourteen ceptract-rencewal commitments;

I. Long-term contracts will be rencwed, and Reclamation will eonnplete ticred site
specilic consullations with the Service. No CVEP water will be detivered or applied
outside current contractk serviee areas uniil either formal or inflormal eobsultation,
as appropriate, is complete. Onee formal stic speeific consullation has oc¢urred that is
i complianee with this opimisn, it s assumed that changes in land-use practices and
impacts o listed angd proposal specic, in the districes have been addressed.

2. During the contract renewal process, 2 necds-analysis (o delemyne beneficial wse of
CVE water will he completed, ared afl contract renewals will be sulyect 1o Section 7
coasnltation procodures and the NMEPA process. A sile speciffe hinlegical assessment,
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o determine polential impacts of vsing OV P water on Federal and Siate |1sted and
proposed specics, will e completed for individual water districts or for groups of districts
in closc proximily o ane another. The Service’s SFWO Lodangered Species Division

will provide recommendations o Reclamation on the appropoate level of ES4
consulatven and conservation mevsiores needed.

3. Reclamation also will contmue to consult with the Service on a drainage-basin hasis or
copsyslem-level strategy for addressing new and amended water cantracts outside andior
imzide the American River watershed, ineluding execution of diversion agreemenis
agsociated with American River Water Forum.

4_ Beclamatlun and the Service will write a joint letier (s the warter districts, any
member agencies, Plaaning Departments of cities or countivs within 1the disiricls
using CVP waler, and other responsible partics regarding requirements under the
ESA, The letter will include: (1) a discussion of Reclamation's necd o ensere that CVFE
water 15 not used ina manner which could jeopardize the continued cxistence of any
listed species ar result in the destnectivn of adverse medification ol designated crifical
fafetar, and (2] an explanation of the prohibitions desersibed under Section 9 of the ESA
innegand W feke. The letter will discuss (he appragiale proteetion measures as descnbed
here amd in subsequent contract renewsl consuliation and will be compleled within 60
days ol expeutivn of long-term contracts,

5. Conservation stralegics will be In place for 1be distriets or arcas receiving CVEP
water. The 1ypes of struegies thal could be accepted are: flabitat Conservanon Flamning
a5 described in sccuion 10{a) of the ESA; prograramatic land management actions that
include protection of listed and proposed species; requitements resulling from siic
specific Seetion 7 consuliation; or an expansion of the existing CVP Conservation
Frogram thal adegoanely eommpensates for the direet and indirget cifeeis of increased water
delivery to an arca.

fi. Reglamation will, subscquent o o determination of mayp affect 1o listed species andfor
adverse meddification o desymated critical arbitar in consultation with 1he Service's
SFWO Endanpgered Specigs Thvision, consult on ail Federal actions that resaltin
changes in purpose of use for OV P water coniracts, including changes rom
Agriculture (o Agriculture/Aunicipal and Industrial purposes,

7. The Service and Reclamation will work wgether to ennvey information to the water
districts, and individual water users {as apprapeiate), on listed specics needs,
Reclaniation will establish am ouireach and educaiion program, in collaboration
with the Service, to help watcr users Inteprate implenentation of the CVPLA and
requirements of the contrael reoewal process as il relates (o the ESA.

R. Intertor will werk closely with the waler nsers, provishing them maps of listed
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species habitats within their service-arcas and guiding them (hraugh the conzaltation
process o adlresy site specific effects. Reclamation may encourage CVF contracinrs
to complete HCT's encompassing the affected areas.

0. Reclamation andror the Service will develep proavisians for eompensation for the loss
of cndanyered species habitat resuling (rom the dirgel or indirces effects of a
REuclumanion agtion ol cavercd ueder prior biolopical opinions that occur within the
CVP servieo arcas from the date of this opinion wotil completion of cither: () contract
area specific Section 7 consulation, (b any vther regquired site specific Section 7
eomsuhation on the effects of the conversion in question, ar o) the completion of an HOP
thal cocompasses the Enea i guesiron,

0. Reclamatian and OV P contractors will comply with all applicable opinions related 1o
lhe CVE {CVPLA PBO pages 1-11 10 1-12). Flow standards that form the environmental
haseline of the 19935 QC AP bolopical opinion will be met, and Reclamation will (ake ne
deserctiouary actions (v.o. new conirels, cootract amemlments, (eldity construction) that
would incrementally inerease iversiuns and alter hvdrelogic and environmental
conditions in the Dl wntil iy cequared conswltatien 15 reindtigied and completed,
(CWPLA PRO Appendis 1, letier 1o 1he Service and NMES from Reclamation, daled
Crpiobhor 249, 1990

1. Contraciors are requircd to copform with any applicablé provisions of any
biclogica! opiniuns addressing contract remewal so as to prolibit the use of CVP warer
that results in shauthorzed ke or conversion o wildland habmiat detenmuned to have the
poiential 16 be occmned by lisled specics, or violation of any werme ol the contracts
pettaimng to the conzervation of listed species, All contracts {or related rialogical
opinions} will also stipilaty Reclamation will nol wderiake any discrelionary aclion
allowing the delivery of OV water o native habitat for listed specics depicted on the
maps anached 1o the 18-nenth notices unless clearance pursiant to 1be ESA has been
ahiained loty the Scrvice.

12, Reclamation, relative 1o all npew and renewed conuracts will infermally cansull with
the Scrvice’s SFWO Endanpered Species Dhvistan o detsrming the need for fommal
consullation prior (n comragt execulion.

|3, Reclamativn will make cortain that applicable messures to ensure LSA compliancs:
far the renewal of OV P water serviee contracts are provided within the ext of pew andfor
arnended lony-tern water contracts and related actions.

4. Keclamalion will pravide information related ty proposed new water
assignments of Froject water 10 the Service’s SFWI) Endangered Species Division
prior to executlon af (he assignment
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Stnce the issue of e CVPLA PR in 2000, Reclamation has been working with the Service 1o
address cach CVPLA PRO commitment associated with long-1erm conliact repewal of UV water
service conlracts andfor reline them <o thal they are clearly understood and meet the onginal
intenn of avoiding and:sor addressing impacts to listed spocies related ta the renewal of long-term
witler comiracts {Frank Michny pers. con 11726:.2004). Reclamation hag stated that all CYFIA
P commatments associated with lerz-1emn contract renewal of CYP waler conlracts will or
have been addressed 1o enyore that the renewal of the long-torm contracts fully compuorts wilh fhe
requircments of the CVPEA PBO and Endangered Specics Act as it pertaing 10 federal actions
(Frank Michny, LIS, Bureayu of Reclarnastion, pers. com 1 172652004),

Reclamation is cominitied to implement all conservalion measores described in the CVPEA BO
consultation (Frank Michny, U8, Burcaw of Reclamation, pers. eom 1172072004). The following
is a list of the more sipgnificant measares,

The Central Valley Cooservation Program - A program 1hat funds activities and land
conservalion slralegies thal address specics that have been impacicd by the VP The
program it lunded and admimstered by Reclamation and joimly implemented by
Reclamation and the Service. Prionty funding actions have included land and easement
aceuisilionts, surveys'siodics, habitin restorstion, captive breedimgreinerodnction, and
manzeement planniog. Al funding actions are determined jointly by Revlamation and
the Servce constgtent with priontics ssiablished by both apencies.

CVELA b1 Other Progeam - A& progwran cstablished under the CY1'LA 1o address the
necds of specics and habitals impacied by the CVE bat nol specifically enwmcrated within
the CWPIA. The program is funded snowally with CVEIA restoration funds and works in
cormjunction with the CV1* Conservation Program 10 fund actions that will beneflt specics
impacted by the CVP, Program funding is "spht™ annually hetween Reelamation and the
Service. All funding acttans are detwrmined jointly and are consistent wih prioritcs
cstablished by hoth apcncies.

Whldlife Habilat Auprnentaton Program - This was par of 3 program identitied ip the
CYPIA BO as a Wetlands Development Program. That program was lermoioated but thase
partiong o the Wetland Developrem program that were rekated 10 commiiments related
w lisicd specics were retained. reorganized anid renamed. This progrm funds activities
Utat have a general benefit 1o listed spocies, particularly those related o wetlands.

Comprehensive Mapping Propram - This continuing Reclamation prograin develops
spatial data on landsMabilat ivpes and presence of specics on lands that are relawed to
CVP aoiions, speeihcally the service areas of the CYP contracts. This provides imporiant
mformation af 1he ¢xteot of abiats, trends in land vse and knewn occumences/ranges of
[1zted specics.

Favircrmenfal Coneditiony AFtAn the Acion Aren
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Anabysis ol digital infarmatjon on corrent and {uture land uscs and distribution of hialed specivs,
afier ground-truthing, indicates fow listed species and hittie habilat reimaio in the aclion area (LLS,
Bureau of Reglanation 2004a). What litle remains is locarcd within the Nocth Growih Area
{Figure 2¥; nonc is demified inthe Southeast Growth Arcas, and none tetnaing within the Oiy's
cxisling scrvice area boundary, Recent ground recannaissance showed that much of the
remaiaing natural kabilal i the Nerth Growib Area as been fragmented or degraded within the
Pras ten wviars or go, ulthoagh the acea 15 nol yel fally developed.

Vemal pool habnat thal suppoened eceumences of vernal ponl Tairy shrimp and Califoria tiger
salamuander observed inthe carly 199075 havy heen substantially altered and degraded by
construciton ol the Copper River polf course, howsimg, and Friant ¥ wew Road {U.5. Bureau of
Reclamalion 20045). An histarie oecurrence of fleshy-ow!'s clover noftheast of the interseclion
of Frianl Boad amd Blacksione Avenue has been cxlirpated by commercial and urban park
developmen (125, Boreau of Reelamation 2004a]. Some clderberry plants exist near the
Roverside (iald eourse and near the Santa Fe [aulroad bridge hut, as with vamal poals, have
already been subject to the effects of deteneration caused by babitut Iragmeniaton and
depradation The nearest nesling vecord Bor bald cagles is 24 miles 1o the north of the action area,
bl they leave Been veporicd (e winter at Miilcrton fLake State Recreation Acca and, an occasion,
may visil the San Joaguin River. Mo designated or critical babital occurs within Lhe action area
{15, Burcan af Reclamatiog 20042). Designatcd critical habit for the vemal posl fairy shomp
fleshy owl’s clover, and proposcd entical habitat for California liger salamander, is prusent
adjacent o, Lot rt witkin, sthe North Growah Area. We conclude than designated anl proposod
critical habitat for the vermal poo] fairy shrimp. Aeshy owl’s lover, and Califomia tiger
salamander will nol be adversely affecred by the proposed aclion.

Civen the Cily's patiern of fully vtilizing theic ©VP contract during the past nine of the past 12
yeurs as discussed above, we wauld cansider cfects of foters Jevelopment in the Norh Growth
Arcd to be eumubative elMects sather 1than mdirect eiliecis of the action, or the effccts of
interrelaked and meetdependent activities; therefore, they will ant be subject to further review at
this Lime. Fulure actians withip the Nonh Growih Area that may adversely affoct, or thal inay
incidentally take listed spegies, are requited 4o obtain complisnce through eitber scelivn 7 oc 10
o the Endlangered Specics Act as appropriale.

Conclusion

CIn the hasis ol the forgeing discussion and other information in our fles, we congludby: that
renewal of The long term water serviee coniraet for the City of Fresno is not likely 1o adverscly
affect the federally listed as threatenoed vernal pool Tairy shrimp (Branchiaecta Benchi) and its
designated entical habitat {unit 2418), valley ellerberry longham beotle (Desmoceris californicns
deerioepius ), bald caple (flativeetus fepcocephalus), Neshy owl's clover {Castillefa campesirs
s3p. seeccuferdr) wod ity designated criteeal labitat (onit 5), or £alifornis liger salamander
{Ambystoma califoraivase) and U8 peopoesed critical habitat (unit 2) becanse: (1) the City of
Frosno s already al or cear full wilization of ity CVP water supply 1o suppont xisting
development, and {2) for that reason, the CVF water supply is nol Tikely to be play a signilicam
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rede ot suppoting flure development as it 15 in many olher urbanizing aras. Mo new
consiruction s mciuded in the proposed action,

Closing

The Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office would hike to thank you and vour stafT for thetr
assistance in providing information, ground-iruthing, helping uz betler understand RBeclamation's
witer contracting process, and commitment to working with us to conserve [isted specics. Please
contact Jan Knight or Mike Welsh au (916) 414-6600 with guestions abour the City of Fresno
long leom confract renewsl.

Lnclosures: Figures 1-4, Appendix A

or Frank Michoy, MP-150
LS. Burcau of Reclamation
Snoramenic, T4

Hichard Stevenson, d1-4060
1.5, Boreau of Reclamation
Sacramento, CA

Barbuara Hidleburpe, SCC-415
L5, Burca of Roclamation
Fresno, CA

hichaal Kinsey, SCC-427
11.5. Burcau of Reclamation
Iresno, CA

Judi Tapia, SCC-4410)
LLS, Burvawe ol Reclamatian
Fresna, CA
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Luerature Cued
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Sacrumente and San Joaguin Valley water vear hydrologic classification indices. Avalable at:
hitp: Yedec. waler.ca. govicei-progssiodiriwsihise

City of Freano., 20040, 2000 Fresno General Plan and Related Draft Enyiconmental Impact Report
oo 10123, Development Department Advanee Plannimg, Seplemher |, 20065, Fresno, O

City of Fresno, 2002, 2025 Fresno General Plan, Development Departmoent, Fobruary 1, 202
Fresno, CA. Avallable at: www fresno govidevelopment'gencral_pland.

City of Fresno & Fresno Irmigation Distriar, 1976, Ceoperative apreement between Fresno
Imigation Dhistrict and Cigy of Fresno for water utiMeation and conveyange, May 25, 1976,

L5, Burcaw of Reclamation. 2003, Relationship of Delivery/Use of Central Valley Project
Water to Land Conversions and Ground Water. Providad by MP-130. Ad-Pacific Region,
Hurean of Reclamation.

L5, Bureaw of Reclamation, 20044, Biological Assessment, Long-Term Watcr Scrviee
Contqact Rencwal for the Cley of Fresno, Central Wailey Peojeet. (LS. Deparirent of the Interior,
Bureau of Keclamation, Mid-Pacific Region. April 2004,

115, Bureau of Reclamation. 2004b. Long-Termy Renewal Contrzcl Betwesn ke Lnited States
and Cily of Fresno Providing for Project Water Service froam Frant Divizian.,
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. Appendix A
FRESNO 10 g miee ke Y¥atEr Needs Assessment
Conwaclod ID: Ak230
phlindll Contractor’s Water Supply Sourcas and Quantitles {acre-feet) Diste: 111872005 8:20:4T A
Surfece Waler Supply Gmundwnler Supply
Falwrai ER Toind Tah [Aim! Tnmh¢ Snfa Tolu
Tisalisms Ehrprsry Crboblny THP Lol Locel Somca | Rpoycks In ful | Cowmicl  Privale  Wied  Aecuge Sy
1 2 a Fl 5 g T ;! ) 10 1 12 12
10BN Subritte [ 55,312 ETY KT Kings fer 12,227 ] b 20 154 0100 SET, T4
1550 o 47,330, o a0 oD o b o 2 127,290
1986 WC P 15197 50,081 [ 508895  KigePe . 7,582 Q 0 205585 156,585 45 B30
az ooea * o 000 D MEE MWngRw 16250 a 0 zE32E 180,000 581,381
6 woe A0, b £, 600 b ] o ] o 150,000
Contractors Agriculsral Water Dermands hlsaimn Produciiredirey 149347
Dreuicd Roferents . Cokuldied LISER, b Mwtage | Raferehcs . :
Cunp Waler imig Effacliva © Efectis | Hal Ciop Crop Wrgated | Iriigaled Cakulahed |, USHR | Comsins Total Ag
Asgresmant  EMciapcy Fiacip | Frecp  ° Waler Feqg Waler Kng Moves | Ages FDR i FDR Lmas Damard
Timnlrpma [acre-dnnl) (e Y] [Fowisal) | [aceely ;o (aoedoal) [maam-foel] [mcraa] [acTES] (AFlacral [ [(AFfacre]  {mie-dnel) [ttt
[ I5 15 LA | A - 20 71 : o T 4 pi
1949 AL 15 AT LAY BS9T 511,394 AB7 440 B3 120 ;  1BZABA EXT IR 8,000 519,365
1900 AD5 338 15 61,185 51.18-3% A5k AT ALI BT 102D 152 953 240 .60
1500 34 050 15 85387  B3215:  dBI7E 458033 . 1611 | 158,048 EH 200 i B 4R35
2025 424 108 i & 216 _ T IE Ay A hoe - A0 164030 o 24 &, 030 428 558
2028 . o L .o T
Contractor's M&l Water Dema nds
Flecuwen liad W admr [emard Honresiden'tl Wakel Demad Lors
Py Cpile Tolal Cemm F Tets U, [ ARl Urban ;g pboen Tok bl Total Ag - Lniml
Tamand Demared | Inchustnal lirs4l. Trwmand Dt Par (apita . oy Conds Demand ek CHmed Crwmand
Tined Popubsbont (opcd] facrefeet} | [Powclont]  [needeel]  poeiedl) | [acebeel) OMa{Q6ed] . Dwnd [ppet]  facie.dest] [T a-Tead] [aecra-1aal]
i * e A M Er X H B 16 i 4 x
1084 481,522 2526 136,265 5241 12 2650 4,84 3018 300 IETEME 6E7.0H 19,34
1ot M 02 2534 A0, S B84 1008 26,5 448 i a6 1 A 14 3 4,E613
1956 ET005 528 161,540 5537 25206 316m 5,801 D Mid 180175 E08, 3B 45,520
025 877 850 5.7 2M7iB6E  BEI WOt ABEAS 10,000 255,10 M 20580 123,960 142,583
o £31.034 2284 160505  AEI 074 3BEES B 400 260D 0.0 205620 205 620 55,620

* Represenls Madmum Centract Amount

COWENMED ARl Y515 CITY OF FRESNQFRESNDI0: 3027 - 5300 AF reprasants 1005 Crexy |+ 4% Cleeg [ Transfor in = redelmed wer, 124 291 AF of gw

rachacps eiaurmad bo koo sy ek for pumping an g roren voeg 0 seldilon b 139 000 AF yeln ylebd, 1950 |5 Tor 1988 deka fer Sty of Freane ME] popsdmtion ondy, 2028 b for
2026 dwta loa Sty of Frssrys MA1 popoul slion projections only.
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