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BACKGROUND

In accprdance with Sectien c02 12101 o1 the Mationa] Emoronmental Paolics Act (MNEPA)
ai 1964, 4 amuended, the wid-Pacific Rezion ol the Bureau of Keclatanos
(Rectamation) has found an Fnvironmemal Impact Statement i hot regaiced Tor the
proposed execulion of the Long-Term Water Service Comtract for the Cey of Lindsay.

of the Centeal Valley Project (VP This Finding of Suo Significant lmpacts (FONS s
supeoried by Reclamatan s Fricenr fvicton Lopg-Teem Camiraer Beaewel
Environmemal Assessment (60 dated JTasuars 2001 jnd the Sipplomenra!
Earvironmentol Avsessment for the O of Frosne, b e Loug-Term Camtract Renen al,
ditteed March 2004, herein incarpargied by reference.

Sectien 309 of the Central Valley Project Improveniest At ob 1992 00V LA stipulates
that Reclamation must peepare sl complow & Mrogrammante Environmental fmpact
Statenuent (P15, parswdnn o X E10A L anmal vaing 1he dicess and indircer imyacts and
beneiis associated with the anpiementation of the CVPLAL This was completed with the
Beoord of Decision signed on lanuaey 9. 20601,

[n accordanee with Seclzon 3d04(c) of the CVIA, mpharization of long-lemm contract
renewals (L'1CRs) alse requires appropriate environmental eeviesw. This was the subject
o the Fream Division louy-Term Conrmeet Bencwal 194 (Friam 1A s which lered From
the CVEIA LTS, The PEIS addressed the impacts and hene 3t of implementing the
CWEFlA provisions CVI1-wide and allowed subsegquent enviconmenizl documens e tier
from and to incorretate the PEIS angivsis, The Friant EA analyzed localized impacts of
contioued water deliverics of S0.000 acre feet per veur (alfvp ol Class | Friaot OVF waler
w City of Freano, resulting 1tom the 23-vear long-term centract. The Friant LA assumed
the 25-year pered would begin in 2001 and end in 2026, However_ the Ciy of Fresne's
eurrenl long-term conteact (Mo |-06-200-390] | does pot expire umil 2006, The CVPTA
provided eentives for contmaclors o fenew their comrast early, Therefore i is
amicipated the City of Froesine weald sipn thetr new fomg-term eomtract in 2005, 1inder the
provizions i Poblic Law B8-H, {REA Y Section 9(e) uf the Reclamation Project Act of
1939, Reclamaion Project Aot of 1936, Beclanaton Project Act of 1963 and CVA,
The City of Fresne is a Munscepal and [nibusicial and Heclamation iz efTering a 40-year
vonract. Thetefore, Reclamation prepaced 4 Supplemnvnial EA (50A7 0 March 2004 o
analvie the jmpacts b crviranmental resoueces tor the contioned water deliverres fzom
2000 o 20444,

The puepase of the proposed setion s 1o execure the Long-Temn Water Serviee Contract
with Clityv ol Fresne for 40 sears. The approval and Jong-lerm contrect would be
consistent with the provesivns in (e CVPLAL Beclamarion Project Act, and Beclamation
Ketorm Acl {RIAY This Proposed Actian is nucessary t provide vitinterrepted UYP
waler deliverivs o the Tty of Fresne for munigipal and indostetal pumproses for 40 vears.

Three alternatives were idennfied inothe Friant bA for the eerewal o the Jong-tenm
contract between Reclamation sod the Priant s ision Comeaetors. The alteemalives
represenied i range of water sorvice agreeinems provisions that codid by meplemented tor



the long-lerm contract renewals. The No-Action Alternative consists ol renewing the
SaTSUNE WAKT Service vomeact a5 described by the Preferred Abemative of the FEIS. In
Maovember | 996 Reclamation publizhed o proposed long-temm water service conitact. 1n
Aprl 2000, the OV Contractors presented an altermative long-torm service conitagt,
Beclamation and OW 17 Cantraciors continued to negataae the OV P-wide torms and
conditions with lhese proposals serving as the “pookends™, The final contract lanpuape
and the long-lerm retewal Proposed Action represents a negotiated position between
Altermatives | and 2, The apalvsis of the final comras language was jnclwded in the Final
Friant FA, completed in January, 200].

The Friam FEa and the scope of the analysis were developed consiswent with regulations
and Couneil of Environmenus| Qualny. The anaiyvsis in the A finds that the renewal of
b contract is, it essence, & continuation of the “status quo™ Althouph there gre financial
atd] ademinisicative changes io the contracts, they perpetuate the éxisting use and
allocation of resaucces (i, the same amount of waker is being provided o ¢the same lands
[or cxisting/ongning purpases). The analysis in the 154 and 8104 aherclore, addeesses the
proposed changes o the contract and the poteniial eoviconmental eitecis of thoss
changes, As indicated in the incorpecaied by referenced Friant AL SEA, and in this
FUNE], Feclamation has found 1bat these eontract changes would not resalt in significam
ifpactly vn the environment.

FINDINGS

In accordance with XNEPA and its implernenting repolations and consistent wilh the
analysis in the Foant K&, the Mid-Pacific Region of Reclamation has found that the
Propose Action te renew a long-term contract for water sevviee for City of Freans i3 mo
a major federal action that would significantly aftect the quality of the human
environment, Conscguent|y, an environmental impact starement is not regquired. This
finding 15 supported By dhe {illowing Dactors.

1. Serface Water Besources  Lnder the proposed action, OUY'P eperations and use
amounts woald renain the same as existing conditions. The Proposed Action wounld
have ne effict on wonal water supply. Ko additional water supplies would be delivered
and uses would be eonsistent, Therelore, no significant impacts would scour to
surface water resources as a rosult of this astion.

2. Groundwater Resources - The City of Fresne would contioue macaging svailable
surface wuter and groundwater as in the past, During dry periods, more groumilwiter
1% Likely 19 be pumped when ceonemically benefivial or when surface water is limited.
Froviding surface water supphies to the City of Fresno would conlinue the recharping
of waner t the aguifer over the next 440 vears and majoining be local progmlwaler
tesources. Moosignificant chanpes W, of iImpacts @ prourubwater would adcur as a
result of the Proposed Action,



3. Waer Quality - The proposed lang-teom contract renewal wauld not change
surface or proetdwater guality itom existing conduions. The water delivered oander
thas proposed action is small and is af high coough quality to pe lead o any
discemally changes in surface or groundwater gualicy.

4. Fisheries .- The Mroposed Action iy expected to continue existing operaiions and
tleliveries af thes water. Theretors. the Proposed Action waolild have no impacts on
fishery cosmrees,

Land L'se Fesources - The Propesed Action would not result in growth-inducing
impacts hecause tbere would be po changes to CVP operations or contract aneounts
bevond the 60000 afiy ol water. he Propozed Action would no result in significant
i pacts or changes 1o land use.

5. Bislogizal Resourees - The Proposed Action, relatrve fo 1he Mo Action
Alternative, does ol increase the waler service conlrael amounts, reguime additional
factlilies (dams, csnals. eic.), or cooven natural habitzt o farmland, homes or
busineases. Consequently, the continued histore opergions under the Proposed
Action wokd pol result in amy changes to the area’s biological resources,

6. Threawned and Endangered Species - Consultetion pursvam w1he Endangered
Species Act has been completed for the Proposed Action. Based on these completed
consaltations the Proposed Action will have ne significant ¢fYect on lisied species.

7. Reorearional Resources — Recreational cppartuniics would remain anchanged.
LV facilities and operations would nel change a5 8 resul of the renewal uf the long-
term contraet, The Proposcd Action would have oo impacts 1 recreation in the
regiom,

& Sovieeconomic Resources — The PProposed Action would have a less than
significant effect on sogiv-economical resources, Due to the higher reliability of M|
CWI waler, the long-term contraet renewal would net result in large variations in
water deliveries or significant changes io gross revenoe, nel revenue, and
employment in the region.

Y CuMural Resources — The Propoesed Action will not result in impacts 1o

eligible or significant culitral rexources hecause aw additional infeastructare wyald be
constructed and no land wse changes er conversions inte fammland ot other ases anc
propascd. [n addition, there would e ne increase o deliverios, land wse changes, or
conversion of existing natund habitat inke farmband or ither uscs.

18t Bocial Conditions - The Proposed Action does not change the CVI* management,
Facilitics aperation, or result in any new construction of additional faeilities,
[ndependent of 1he Proposed Action, present high unemployment ries would
continue for the arcs. Apricuhure wauld remain a large employer it ke San Joaquin
Valley and in City of Fresno, The continued deliveries of this water (60,000 affy) Lo




&1 users would not resubt in signifecant changes w social conditions or
uncmplorrienl rakes.

L1, Adr Ouality - The Proposed Action would om change existing CVF facilitivs,
uperations, or result jn construetion of new facilitics te deliver this water, No increase
to the conteact supply would veour under the Propased Acton. Thercforc, the
Propesed Actien would not pretwte growth and would Bave no significant impacts
on ait quality,

L1 {(reology and Soils  The Propesed Action relative to the No Action Aliemative
would contiue CVE waier deliveries 1o Fresne with b change in the contract
amount. There would be no new construction afl facilities and operations which weould
afftel soil crosion. CVP operations and fows would enntinue w be conducted 10
prevent scouring and bask erasion, The Propoesed Action would have no ideatitiable
impacts upan geslopgy or suls.

i3 Visual Resoorces - The Froposed Action would not cosult in eonstruction of new
facilities or land disturbing activities that could aléer 1he visual enviroomane,
Therefore, the Proposed Action woold not have a significant effect on the service
area’s unigue or scenic landseape features.

14, Fnvirgnmeomal Justice « The Proposed Action welld not have a
disproportiomately high adverse affect on any one ethnic group comparal fo another.
weloding land nwners, farmers, ang Taem workers, However, any ¢hanpe would
reflect more on individuals and skill levels who are generally cconomically
disadvamaged. The Proposed Action would oot have a dispropurtionztely high and
adverse of covirenmemal effect o minority or luw-tncome popularions.

13, Indian Trust Assets — The Proposed Action relative to the Wo Action Allernative
wiould continue UV water deliveries with au change 1o the contract amounl, Thene 15
no ehange in CVP management, reservoir operalions, of lcilities that wouald jmerfere
with existing Indian Trust Assets {1TAs) water rights or diversions.



