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FISF AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
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TEO0 Cuttape YWay, Ko W-Zal5
Sacramenle, Californls 954251646

Memorandum

T Direcysr, Mid-Paeific Region, Burcau of Reclamation,

S prente, Califomis
Fron: i nﬁiﬁj Supﬁéﬂé’:ﬁ;mmn Fish and Wildlile (Hfice,

Sacramento, Califontta

Subject: Fingl Fish and Wildlife Cogrmation Act Heport an lmplementation of thy
CALFED Bay-Delta Prowran, Environmental Water Accoum

This memeenngdun canstiteles the Fiah and Wildlife Scrvice™s {Service] fial Fesh and Wildlife
Covrdination Act (FWOA)Y report, as provided lor in seetion 24{b7 af the FWCA [1ablic Lave
ESG2d Lo UTS.C 641-007e), regarding proposed envirommentadly bercdical changes im
opention of The State Waler ProjectySWE aml the Federal Ceptral Valley Progect (CVYPY This
report haxs been prepared by the Secvice waking into capsideration pew miormation, and the
seniee’s biclowical opinion (1-1-03-F-032 1y pursuan e section 7 of the Endangered Specics
Act of 1973, as amended (ESA).

Froject Description

The Augus! 28, HHN, proerammatie ROD tor the CALFED Bay-Delea Progeam (A LFED)
witabdisbodl the Envoonmuontal Water Account {EW A a5 o 4-wear coaperalive water nlanagemcnt
proegram whach could e cxtendod by agreemuent of the padiciprting ageneies. The purpose of the
EW A 15 to provide protection 1o fish species of the San FranciscoSacramunto/San Joagain River
Delta estuary, while simulmnecus]y assuaring water quality and water supply reliability (or waer
uscrs. Any supplemental wiler-ussets reguiced by the peagramy would be acquired, hanked,
trunsferred, or borowed, substamially thoeah valuntary perehases inolic witer ransler market,
or by developinyg additensd assets over e,
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Tiree altermatives wore evnloabed incthe WA BISAEIR: 11 Mo Acton Altemative: 23 Flexible
Furchase Alemative; amd 23 Figed Purchose Allemastive, Pretective measures wlennlied by the
priqersed aclion (Flexible Turchise Altermative) range from awgmenting instream fows and Dl
aulflows Lo reducing Pella export pumping, Changes in 5WTP and CVP operitions (o minimnise
impacts oo various Osh species cesiding in ar migrating through the Telta coull inglads
micHlificasions to the tnidng ol seme low releasss from storage and the thming ol waler xports
from Defla pumpiny plants.

Responsibilities and Evaluation

The Burcan of Reclamation [Reclanulion) is the lead Federal ageney responsible tor complisnce
wizh the Matinal Ervironmental Policy Act (NEPAY Compliance with NEPA and Colifprmia
Environmental Qualdy Act s resulivd m preparition ofa drall and final E1S/EIR. Beclimation
has alse consaled with the Seovice puesuant (o section 7 of the ESA [1-1-03-F-0321 ).

The Service 15 3 Cooperating Ageney in the assecialed NLEPA process amd has been panicipatiog
in the planning of this progect Gar some tine, As a resolt, we belivve por need for surveys and
investipstions, 85 provided for under the FWOA, have been met throueh existing analyses,
commpleted joindy by Reclamation and the Serviee, Further, we belicve the existing NEPA
document sulfgiemly evaluaies the alternalives as prescnlly identified, The Service contanues 1o
provide fechnical assistance o the EWA process through the EWA Environmental Sub-Team
andl the Action Spocific Implementation Plan (ASTR) Teehnical SubTeam. e Service lus
provided comanents and re¢ommendations to Roclanation regarding the FWA sinee

Scptember 30, 2002,

Recommendations/Canclusions

OF the three altematives ey alwated in e draf and foal EIS/EIR, the Service supports adoption
of the proposed action (Flexible Purchase Ahemuive), For a camplete descniption of thes
allemative, refer to Scetion 2 4 of the WA drafi EIS/EIR.

Based on aur revivw ol the deaft BISAIR, the draft ASIP, and discussions wih the FyWA
implementing aeencivs, the Servwe contnwes W recomitend the fallewing, recagmzing that
discussions on these issues are pogong,

I} Camplianee and 1'roject Monitoring: A brel but 1ask-specifie summary is newded
describing 1he process by which FWA aveneics will ensure that all contragt provisions
and conservaiion roeasures will be ciiployed ol evaluated. This documen 13 1n
preparation by the EWA Invirotmental Sub-ten, This docmment will be completed
priur 1o 1he sianimp of the Record of Decision.
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2} Effer indicatars and Evaloation Criteria; Bn order o assess whoether ar not the EWA will
sipraficantly aftect specivs, we recommend the development of specific and alyective
cvaluation enleria, grounded in sound scierce, for application during any monitoring amd
tier actions, ingTuding alapiive mansenent.

3} Fulure costdination under the FWCA should be compluted as requiced lor associated ler
gpecific actions.

This repon has been coordmaled with CDEG and NOAA Fisheries. 10 you have any guestions
regarding it report or other aspects of the FWOA, please pontact Mike Hoover al
(SR 6) 41 3-G000,

o
LYSHR, Sacramenta, Cahitenia (Arin: Sandy Oshomn)

O, Sacramento, Califorma (At Dians Jicobs)

S0ASA Fisheries, Sactamento, Califomia (Adtn- Micloe] Accituna)
LW s, Socramente, Califormiy {ATm- JTeome Johing



