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The January 15, 2004 Biological Opinion (reference #1-1-03-F-0321) prepared by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service was issued to the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) as the 

lead consulting agency.  However, as noted in the opinion, Reclamation requested 
formal consultation on behalf of all 5 EWA agencies, including California Department of 

Water Resources, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, NOAA Fisheries, and California 
Department of Fish and Game.  Therefore, the opinion and the requirements therein 

relate to the EWA Program as a whole and not just one implementing agency.  In other 
words, the EWA Program, through the 5 EWA agencies, will be responsible for the 

implementation of the EWA consistent with the biological opinion. 
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