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as the environmentally-preferred alternative, we request that the following restoration components be
included:

+ Remove fill behind Hartoonian Beach to recreate lagoon and wet meadow conditions

¢ Restore sand ridges (“dunes”) at Cove East

¢ Construct a bulkhead at the sailing lagoon to cutoff its open connection with the marina and Lake
Tahoe and reconfigure the relationship between the sailing lagoon and the Upper Truckee River so
that the river controls the hydrology of the lagoon. The EIR/EIS/EIS should describe the level of
disturbance anticipated from this proposed activity.

In addition, the League requests that removal and restoration of the Tahoe Keys Corporation Yard be
analyzed in the EIR/EIS/EIS, for potential inclusion in the environmentally-preferred alternative. The
EIR/EIS/EIS should evaluate the environmental benefits of removing the Corporation Yard. The
EIR/EIS/EIS should address questions such as: “Could restoring the Tahoe Keys Corporation Yard
help alleviate flooding that occurs in its vicinity, and reduce pollutant loads delivered in stormwater
runoff?”

The Draft EIR/EIS/EIS should describe the nature of the proposed hydraulic structure in Alternative 3,
and the extent of disturbance anticipated with its placement and use.

It would be helpful to understand how restoration projects under consideration upstream from the
Marsh will affect the likely success of the Marsh restoration project. For example, the Draft
EIR/EIS/EIS should provide analysis of the expected benefits from alternative project designs in the
Lake Tahoe Golf Course and Lake Tahoe Airport stretches of the river. How would full restoration vs.
narrowly prescribed or no restoration in these project reaches affect the ability of the UTR and Marsh
Restoration project to effectively filter nutrients and sediments from the Upper Truckee River before
they empty into Lake Tahoe?

Public Access/Recreation/Education

The League supports low-impact measures to enhance outdoor public recreation. Therefore, the
League would support inclusion of public recreation and education components in the project, so long
as they do not create negative impacts on the sensitive wetland/meadow restoration areas or deprive
the project of funds needed to implement the maximum restoration alternative. Trails should be
minimal, and located on the highest capability land, with access to the project area carefully managed
and controlled.

The following proposal, contained in Draft Alternatives 1, 3 and 4, strikes a good balance between
protection of the most sensitive portions of the site and realities of how people access the site:
“Constructing trails and boardwalks along the eastern perimeter of the site to help direct and control
existing pedestrian access to Barton Meadow, and in particular the interior of the site. Wet swales and
low mounds would be used to discourage visitor access to the sensitive areas in the center of the
marsh. The function of the boardwalks would be to raise people out of the wetter portions of the site
where they currently walk and damage wetland vegetation.”

In addition to wet swales and low mounds, the EIR/EIS/EIS should propose protecting with fencing
sensitive and recovering SEZ, with signage explaining the sensitivity of the restricted portions of the
site. Re-routing the trail providing access to Cove East to west of the sailing lagoon on a new levee
parallel to the marina channel is a prudent idea.



To help determine the appropriate scale and placement of recreational and educational infrastructure,
the Draft EIR/EIS/EIS should better describe the purpose and need of the recreation and access
component of the project. For example, is the intent to better manage current users of the area, or to
encourage destination visitors to gain awareness of the importance of ecological restoration in the
Basin?

If public access i1s managed appropriately, the League sees great potential for the project to raise
awareness about the vital importance of ecological restoration and its significance to the health of Lake
Tahoe, particularly of major tributaries such as the Upper Truckee River. The preferred project
alternative should incorporate abundant educational signage about the project, especially along
Highway 50. A visitor center is an excellent idea, as well as development of an interpretive program
and interpretive signage in appropriate locations throughout the site. All of these measures would
greatly enhance public education efforts.

The EIR/EIS/EIS should state a clear preference for low-impact, education-based visitation. The
project should not attempt to be all things to all people. The EIS should clearly describe the proposed
management and enforcement plan for the area, including regulation of snowmobiling and other high-
impact uses of the area. How will snowmobiles be kept off the restored project area?

The Draft EIR/EIS/EIS should explore other low-impact recreation opportunities, such as provision of
an access point for kayaks in the project area. The EIR/EIS/EIS should consider whether the project
area could be formally designated as a wildlife protection zone to provide a greater level of protection
against disruptive uses of the area.

The Draft EIR/EIS/EIS should explain how public recreation access will, or could, connect with
existing or planned hiking and bicycle trails upstream from the project area. For example, could a
connection with the proposed Greenway bicycle trail be established on high capability land? Could the
informal and degraded trail south of Highway 50, on the east side of the Upper Truckee River in the
Moser reach, be restored and relocated to serve as a connector between the project reach, the existing
Class I bicycle trail paralleling Highway 50, and the airport project reach/Greenway bicycle trail?

The Draft EIR/EIS/EIS should describe how the restoration and recreation/access components of the
Marsh restoration project relate to and connect with other Upper Truckee River restoration projects
under development (Airport reach, Sunset Stables, Golf Course reach, Greenway bicycle trail),

Thank you very much for consideration of these comments. We look forward to working with the
Tahoe Conservancy, other agencies and all interested persons to build support for maximum Upper
Truckee River watershed restoration.

Sincerely,

Carl Young
Program Coordinator
League to Save Lake Tahoe
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