FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

FORTHE

Madera Irrigation District TVransfer, Banking and Fxchange of Friant CYP
Water to Westlands Water District (Up to 25000 Acre Feet)
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Madera Irrigation District Transfer, Banking and Exchange of
Friant CVP Water to Westlands Water District

California

The Bureau of Reclamaten {Reclamation] has found that an environmental
impact statement s not required for the approval of the transber, banking and
exchangs of Madera Irrigatian Dislrigt's [MID) water year 2006 Friant Drevision
Cenlral Valley Project {CVP) water to the Westlands Water Disirict (WW0y. The
Envirgnmenlal Assessment (EA)Y for this transler, banking and exchange
approval is incorparated by reference into this Finding of No Sgnificant Impact
(FONS, and supports this FONSI.

The proposed aclion is Reclamation’s approval of the transfer of up to 25,000 AF
of MID's Friant Division CVP waler to YWAWD. The proposed action also includes
Reclamation's approval of the banking of this transfer water in Marth Kern Water
Starage Chetrict (NKWSED) {up to 10,000 AF} and in Semilropic Waler Storage
Digtrict {Semitropic} {up to 15,000 AF). The banked waler would eventually be
returned to WWD wia exchanges facililated by Kern County Water Agency
Approval of these actions allows MID to maximize the beneficial use of the 2006
Friant Division allocalions and provides WWD a more reliable source of water to
help reduce the impacts of fulure water supply shortages. WWD anticipates
future water supply shortages, and desires o obtain additional waker supplies
from MID far storage. exchange, ard delivery back to WWED. Reclamation has a
need te approve propesed water transfers and water banking ouiside a CWP
conlraclar's service area based on contractual requirements and in compfiance
with State and Federal law. These actions maximize the benefizial use of Friant
Division CVP supplies, improve the waler supply reliability for WWD, and reduce
WAWD's dependence an local groundwater resources during water supply
shonages.

Reclamation’s finding that implementation of the proposed action will result in ng
signifi¢ant impact to The quality of lhé human envireonment iz supperled by the
following factors:

1. The Proposed Action is subject 1o the following canditions:

a. The water to be tranzferred and exchanged would only be used Lo
mainlain existing cenditions. within the boundaries of WWD as
desgribed;

&) The waler would onfy be used foar beneficral purposes and in
accordance with Federal Reclamation law and guidelines;

. The water would not be ssed to place untilled or new lands into

production, nor to convert undeveloped land io other uses,
4. The Proposed Aclion wiould not affect CYP or State Water Project



{SWP) operations; all supplies would be previously seheduled for
delivery points south of the delta. and do not require additional
doita expons;

e. The conveyance, depasit and storage of the transler water into the
NEWSD hank and into the Semitropic bank would nat require the
canstruction of any new water diversion, spreading or conveyance
facilities.

2. Surface water - The proposed action is a one-time trangfer involving a small
armoun! of water when compared to the overall waler supplies for MID, NKWSO,
Semilropic, KCWA, and WWID. Overall water supplies would not increase or
decrease. Dverall sudace water quality and quantities would not change The
Proposed Aclion would resultin no major changes to SWE and CWP facilities
operalions and would not afect surface water resources.

3. Grourd water - The delivery of up {0 25 000AF of Friant Division CVF water
to NKWED and Semitropic for greundwater recharge and future exchange will
help protect the lecal aguifer from overdraft in the inlerim perigd, NKWSD and
Sermitropic would have the henefit of the use of this water lemporarily.
Groundwater resources in NKWSD and Semitropic would improve slightly in 1he
shart-tern. The Proposed Action would provide water 1o WWD, and therefore
reduce the need te pump groundwater in order o supplemant potential shofages
during the time the return water 1s delivered. With the availabilily of 25 QOQAF of
addihonal irrigation water, \he Proposed Action would decrease réliance an
groundwater pumping by landowners in WAWD when 1he waler is returned. This
docrease would resull in a benefit to groundwater under WD

4. lLand vse - The proposed action wauld not change tand use conditions from
existing conditions. Al water would move through existing facilities and be
placed on established agriculiural [Arnds. None of the Friant Division CWYP water
would be used 10 place any unlilied or new lands into production, or to convert
undevelopad fand 1 clher uses. WAYD would nol promote additional land to be
farmed Any water lhat is delivered to lands to WAWWD as a resull of this projec
willd be used on established agiicultural lands to help offset the dry year water
supply shortages faced by Semitropic and hence, reduce 1he annwal amaunt of
groundwaler pumped or reduce annual transfers from alher sources.

5. Biolpgical Resources - Demands have been met and conditiens in MID that
support biological resources would not change. No natural walerways containing
senzitive hghes will be affected. Reclamation has determined the Proposed
Action would have no effect on federally proposed or listed threatened and
endangerad species of their praposed or designated cntical habital. No further
consultation is required under Section ¥ of the Endangered Species Acl. This
determinatch is based on the fact thal The Proposed Actipn involves water
already allocated and available to MID and all waler demands in MID have been
met. Habitat types and conditions 1hat suppont biclogical resources in MID wauld



not change. The Proposed Aclion would suppor exesting land uses anc
conditions. Mo native l[ands or lands fallowed and untilled for three years ar more
would be convered or cultivated with VP water. This water would support
existing agncultural lands in NKWS3D and WD

5. Based in the information presented in the envirgrmental assessment, Ihere
would be no impact o cuitural resources.

B The envirpnmental assessment indicates thal thaere are no Indian Trust
Agsets in MID, NEWSD, Semitropic, KOWA of WWD; therefore, the proposed
aclion would not affect any indian Trust Assets.

7. Sociceconcmic Besources - The Proposad Action would continue to support
the economic vitality in the region. MID. NKWSD. and WWD arg responsible for
managing waler for he benefit ¢f agriculture. since they exist o support growers
within ther respective districts. Masximizing the use of water service actions s
beneficial to local economic conditions ang agricullural employmend,

8. The proposed action wauld not disproportivnately affect mingnities or low-
income populatians and communities becavse there would be no change in land
managament and there would not be significant adverse human healih or
envirgnmenlal effects.



