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Proposed Action

Colusa County Water District (District) is requesting permission to install, operate and maintain
a new discharge facility at Milepost 95.69L on the Tehama Colusa Canal (TCC) (Figure 1). This
new discharge facility is in accordance with the District’s Warren Act Contract No. 04-WC-20-
2867. The new 10-inch PVC pipeline will be installed from a well located on land owned by Mr.
Floyd Harlan and run onto Reclamation’s right-of way across the operation and maintenance
access road and extend into the canal through the embankment. A backhoe would be used to dig
the trench. Soils extracted by trenching would be prevented from entering the canal and would
be reused to cover the new pipeline. All land disturbance associated with this action will occur
on land that was previously disturbed when the TCC was constructed. The pipeline over the
U.S. right of way and access road shall have a minimum of 2-feet of cover. A cross sectional
view of the project area is shown in Figure 2. This action would occur in late winter or early
spring in preparation for the irrigation season. The license period will be for no longer than ten
years. Photos of the action area are provided in Figure 3..

The Tehama-Colusa Canal Authority (TCCA) has reviewed the District’s request and an onsite
inspection was conducted on January 17, 2014, with TCCA, the District, Reclamation personnel
and the landowner present. It was determined the proposed facility will not interfere with the
operation and maintenance of the TCCA.

The proposed discharge facility location is in Section 32, Township 14 North, Range 2 West,
Mount Diablo Meridian in Colusa County.

Biological Resources

According to the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), the Arbuckle quad where this
action would occur has known observations for two Federally listed species of concern, namely
the giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas) and the Palmated-bracted salty bird’s beak
(Chloropyron palmatum). Additionally, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s online database
identifies several species or their habitat that may exist in the Arbuckle quad (Attachment 1). In
review of the species and their habitat requirements, Reclamation has determined that the
proposed action will have no effect on these species because the arca that will be temporarily
disturbed does not constitute habitat for any of these species. The canal itself is concrete lined,
and the TCCA regularly maintains the area and engages in a weed abatement program along both
the right-of-way and in the canal.

Bureau of Reclamation Categorical Exclusion:— 516 DM 14.5, D(10): Issuance of permits,
licenses, easements and crossing agreements which provide right-of-way over Bureau of
Reclamation lands where the action does not allow or lead to larger public or private action.

Extraordinary Circumstances
Below is an evaluation of the extraordinary circumstances as required in 43 CFR 46.215.

1. This action would have a significant effect on the quality =~ No Uncertain [ Yes [
of the human environment (40 CFR 1502.3).



10.

This action would have highly controversial environmental
effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning
alternative uses of available resources (NEPA Section
102(2)(E) and 43 CFR 46.215(c)).

This action would have significant impacts on public
health or safety (43 CFR 46.215(a)).

This action would have significant impacts on such natural
resources and unique geographical characteristics as
historic or cultural resources; parks, recreation, and refuge
lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national
natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water
aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (EO 11990); flood
plains (EO 11988); national monuments; migratory birds;
and other ecologically significant or critical areas (43 CFR
46.215 (b)).

This action would have highly uncertain and potentially
significant environmental effects or involve unique or
unknown environmental risks (43 CFR 46.215(d)).

This action would establish a precedent for future action or
represent a decision in principle about future actions with
potentially significant environmental effects (43 CFR
46.215 (e)).

This action would have a direct relationship to other
actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively
significant environmental effects (43 CFR 46.215 (f)).

This action would have significant impacts on properties
listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of

Historic Places as determined by Reclamation (LND 02-
01; and 43 CFR 46.215 (g)).

This action would have significant impacts on species
listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List of Endangered
or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on
designated critical habitat for these species (43 CFR
46.215 (h)).

This action would violate a Federal, Tribal, State, or local

law or requirement imposed for protection of the
environment (43 CFR 46.215 (i)).

No [X Uncertain
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No

No

No

No

No
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11. This action would affect ITAs (512 DM 2, Policy No X Uncertain [J Yes
Memorandum dated December 15, 1993). :

12. This action would have a disproportionately high and No Uncertain [] Yes
adverse effect on low income or minority populations (EO
12898; and 43 CFR 46.215 (§)).

13. This action would limit access to, and ceremonial use of, No Uncertain [J Yes
Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian religious
practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical
integrity of such sacred sites (EO 13007; 43 CFR 46.215
(k); and 512 DM 3).

14. This action would contribute to the introduction, continued No Uncertain [ Yes
existence, or spread of noxious weeds or non-native
invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that
may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the
range of such species (Federal Noxious Weed Control Act;
EO 13112; and 43 CFR 46.215 (1)).

Regional Archeologist concurred with Item 8 (email attached).

ITA Designee concurred with Item 11 (email attached).

NEPA Action Recommended
CEC — This action is covered by the exclusion category and no extraordinary circumstances
exist. The action is excluded from further documentation in an EA or EIS.

L] Further environmental review is required, and the following document should be prepared.

L1 EA
L1 EIS

Environmental commitments, explanations, and/or remarks:

Cost Authority Number for this request is: 14XR0680A2 RX.07258947.3230000
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Attachment 1. Fish and Wildlife Service list of species of concern in the Arbuckle quad.

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office

Federal Endangerad and Threatened Spadies that Ooour In
or may be Affected by Projects in the Countles and/or
U.5.G.5, 7 1/2 Mimute Quuds you requasted

Dooument Number: 140122111404
Database Last Updated: September 18, 2011

Quad Lists

Listed Species

Invertebrates
Sranchinects incht
vamal poal falry shrimp (T}
Desmocerus calfvnicus dlmorphus
valley elderberry longhom beatle (T)
Lepidurus packerd!
vemal pool tadpole shrimp (E)
Fish

Nypemesus transpacificus
defta sek (T)
Oncorfiynchus mykiss
Centra! Valiey staalhoad (T) (NMFS)
Qneorfiynchus tehawytscha
Cantral Vellay spring-run chinook galmon (T) (NMFS)
wirtar-run chincak aalman, Sacramento Rivar (B} (NMES)

Amphibians
Ambystoma calfornfensa
CaMomla tiger salmmender, cantral populstion (T}
Rans draytoni
Calamis red-iegged frog (T)
Raptien
Thamnophis gigas
gent gertar snake (T)
Birds
Strix accidentalls caurina
northem apetted owl (T)

Plentg
Cordylenthns paimatus
palmate-brastad bird's- beak (E)

Candidate Specles

Birds
Coccyrus amavicenus cccidantals
Wastern yellow-blied cucksa (C)

Quads Containing Listed, Proposed or Candidate Species:
ARBUCKLE (545D}

County Lists
Listed Species
Invertebratas

Branchinects conservatic
Conzervancy falty shrimp (E}



S

Sranchinects ynchy

vernal paol falry sheme (T}
S

Desmocerys califrmicus dimorphus
valley etderberry knghom beetle (T)

lapidurus packard!
Critical hatitat, vemal paol tadpole shrimp (%)
vemal paol tadpols stinmp (E)

S
Syncaris paciice
CaBfornia freshwater shrimg (E)
s
Fish
Aclpenser mediosins
green sturgeon (T] (MNMFS}
S
Hypomeasus Lranspaclicus
deita smek (T)
S
Oncarhynehus mykiss
Cantral Velley steeihead (T) (NMFS)
Critical habitet, Central Velley stesthead (X) (NMFS)
Northern Califormia steelhead (T) (MMFS)
5
Oncaorfiynchus tshawytscha
Central Valley spring-run chineok saimon (T) (NMFS)
Critical Habitat, Cantral Valley spring-run chinaok (X) (NMPS)
Critical hahitat, winter-run chingok sakmon (X) (NMFS)
winter-run chincok salmon, Sacrsmento River (E} (NMFS)
S
Amphiblans
Ampystema calfforniense
Calfamla tiger salamander, central population (T}
Critical hatitat, CA tiger salwmander, central popdation (X}
5
Rana draytomi
Calfomia red-legged frog (T)
S
Repties
Thamnophis pigas
giant garter snake {T}
Birds
Srix occidentals cauring
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northem spotted owl (T)
s

Pants
Ownaesyce hoovery
Hoover's spurge {T)
s

Cordylanthus pakmatuz
paimate- bracted bins- beak (E)
s

Neostapiia colusana
= Colush grass (T)

Oreutis pliosa
helry Orcutt grass (E)

Sidaices kil
Kack's checker-malbw {=checkerblomm) (E)
s

Fuclonis gresnel
Greana's tuctorfa {(=Oncutt grass) {E)
5

Candidate Species
Birds
Corcyzus amaricanus occidantatis
Wasterm yellow-bllled cuckoo {C)
5

Mammak

Martes pennanty
fisher (C)

Key:
{E) Endangared - Listed 29 baing i danger of extincticn,
{T) Phwestened - Listed 5 tkely to bacerme sndangered within the foresesabls futurs.
{P) Propared - Offichally proposed in the Federal Regisier for fisting es sndangersd or threstened.

{NMPS) Spacies under the Junisdiction of the Natonsl Ocesnle & Atmosphuric Adrinstration Aisharies Service,
Consult with thern dinectly abowt Bm=e spedes,

Critical Mabaat - Area exsental o the conservetion of a spechs.

{PX) Proposed CHiocal Habiar - The species i alrendy Mited, Critical habitwt i belng proposed for i
{C) Candidsts - € andidste bo Decome & proposed 2pecies,

(V) Vacatad by a court order. NoUcurreantly in effect. Belng reviawed by the Sarvica.

{X) Criticar Hatitat dedignaled for thia specias

Important Information About Your Species List

How We Make Species Lists

We store information about endangeared and threatened species lists by U.S. Gealogical
Survey 7% minute quads. The United States is divided into these quads, which are about the

10



skze of San Frandisco.

The animals on your spedes list are ones that occur within, or may be affacted by projects
within, the quads covared by tha lst.
s Fish and other aguatic specias appsar on yaur list If they am in the same watarshed as your quad
or If water use n your quad might affect tham.

» Amphiblans will be on the st for a qued or county if pestickies applied in that ares mey be cerried
to their habitet by air currents.

a Binds are shown regardless of whether they are resident or migmtory. Relevant birds on the
county Bt shoukd be considered regardiess of whether they appear an a quad [ist.

Plants

Any plants on your list are anes that have actually been observed In the area covered by the
fist. Plants may exist in an area without ever having been detected there. You can find out
what's In the surrounding quads through the California Native Plant Soclety’s online_Inventory
of Rare and Endangered Flants

Surveying

Some of the species on your st may not be affected by your project. A tralned biologist
and/or botanist, fami#ar with the habitat requirements of the species on your list, should
determine whether they or habitats sultable for them may be affected by your project, We
recommend that your surveys include any proposed and candidate species on your list.
See our Protoco) and Recovery Pammis pages.

For plant surveys, we recommend using the Guidelines for Conducting and Reporting
Botanical Inventores. The results of your surveys should be published in any environmental
documents prepared for your project.

Your Responsibilities Under the Endangered Species Act

Al animals identified as listed above are fully protected under the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended. Section 9 of the Act and ks implementing regulations prohibit the take of
a fedamlly Tisted widlife species. Take is defined by the Act as "to harass, harm, pursue, hunt,
shoot, wound, kil, trap, capture, or coflact” any such animal.

Taks may inchide significant habitat modification or degradation where it actuslly kills or
injures wildife by significantly impairing eszential behavioral pattemns, ncluding breeding,
feading, or shelter (S0 CFR §17.3).

Take incidental to an otherwise lawful activity may be authorized by one of two
procedures:

« If a Federal agency is involvad with the pamitting, funding, or camying out of a praject that rmay
result in tados, then that agancy must engage in a formal consyltation wkh the Sarvice.

During formal consultation, the Federal agency, the applicant and the Service work together to
avold or minimize the impact on listed spacies and thelr habltat, Such consultation would result n
a biological opinion by Lhe Service addressing Lhe anticipated effect of the project on listed and
proposed specles. The opinion may authorize a limited level of incidental take.

» If no Fedaral agency Is Involved with the project, and federally Usted species may be taken as
part of the project, then you, the applicant, should apply for an incidental take permit. The
Sarvice may [ssue such a parmit if you submit a satisfactory consarvation pfan for the spacias
that woukd be affacted by your project.

Should your survey determine that federally listed or proposed species occur In the area and are
Iikely to be affected by the project, we recornmend that you work with this office and the
Callfornia Department of Fish and Game to develop a plan that minimizes the project's direct and
Indirect fmpacts to listed specles and compensates for project-related loss of habitat. You should
Inchude the plan in any envimnmental documants you fe,

Critical Habitat
When 2 species ks ksted as endangered or threatened, areas of habltat considered essential

11
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to its conservation may be designated as critical habitat. These areas may require special
management considerations or protection. They provide needed space for growth and
normal behavior; food, water, afr, light, other nutritional or physiologkal requirements; cover
or shelter; and skes for breading, repraduction, rearing of offspring, garmination or sead
disparsal

Ahough critical habkat may be designated on private or State lands, activities on these lands
are not restricted unlass there s Federal involement in the activities or direct harm to fisted
wikdife.

If amy species has proposed or designated critical habitat within a quad, there willbe a
separate ine for this on the species flist. Boundary descriptions of thve critical habitat may be
found in tha Faderal Ragister. Tha information is also reprinted in the Code of Federal
Reqgulations (50 CFR 17.95). See our Map Room page.

Candidate Species

We recommend that you address [mpacts to candilate species, We put plamts and animals
on our candidate kst whan we have enough scientific information to eventually propose themn
for ksting as threatened or endangered, By cansidering these species early In your planning
process you may be able to avoid the problems that could develop if one of these candidates
was Estad before the end of your pmject,

Species of Concern

The Sacramento Fish & Wikilfe ORice no longer maintains a Bst of species of concemn.
However, varicus other agendes and organizations maintain lsts of at-risk spacias. These
ists provide essential information for iand management planning and conservation efforts.
Mare info

Wetlands

F your project will impact wetlands, riparian habitat, or other jurisdictional waters as defined
by secton 404 of the Clean Water Act andfor section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act, you
will need to cbtan 3 permi from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Impacts to wetiand
habrats require site speciic mitigation and mantoring. For guestions regarding wetlands,
please contact Mark Likdefield of this office at (916) 414-6520.

Updates

Our database Is constantly updated as species are proposed, listed and delisted. If you
addrass proposed and candidate specias In your planning, this should not be a problem.
Howzeg;r. we recommend that you get an updated list every 90 days. That would be April
22, 4,

12



Attachment 2. ITA concurrence

CR & ITA Review: NCAO CEC CCWD Discharge Facility -TCC- MP95.69L
01/22/14

RIVERA, PATRICIA <privera@usbr.gov>
To: "Zedonis, Paul" <pzedonis@usbr.gov> )
Cc: Kristi Seabrook <kseabrook@usbr.gov>, Mary Williams <marywilliams@usbr.gov>

Paul,

Wed, Jan 22, 2014 at 4:23 PM

I reviewed the proposed action to approve Colusa County Water District's (District) request to mstall
operate and maintain a new discharge facility at Milepost 95.69L on the Tehama Colusa Canal (TCC). This
new discharge facility is in accordance with the District’s Warren Act Contract No. 04-WC-20-2867.

The proposed action docs not have a potential to impact Indian Trust Assets.

Patricia Rivera

Native American Affairs Program Manager
US Bureau of Reclamation

Mid-Pacific Region

2800 Sacramento, California 95825

(916) 978-5194

13
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Attachment 3. Cultural Resource concurrence

CULTURAL RESOURCE COMPLIANCE
Reclamation Division of Environmental Affairs
MP-153

MP-153 Tracking Number: 14-NCAO-077

Project Name: Colusa County Water District (CCWD) Discharge Facility — Tehama-Colusa
Canal (TCC) Milepost 95.69L

NEPA Document: NCAO-CEC-14-2
NEPA Contact: Paul Zedonis, Natural Resources Specialist
MP 153 Cultural Resources Reviewer: William Soule. Archaeclogist

Date: 01/28/2014

The undertaking by Reclamation is to grant permission to the CCWD to install. operate, and
maintain a new discharge facility at Milepost 95.69L on the TCC. This is the type of
undertaking that does not have the potential to cause effects to historic properties, should such
huistoric propetties be present, pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)
Section 106 regulations codified at 36 CFR Part 800.3(a)(1).

CCWD 15 requesting permission to mnstall. operate and maintain a new discharge facility at
Milepost 95.69L on the Tehama Colusa Canal (TCC) (Figure 1). This new discharge facility is
in accordance with the District’s Warren Act Contract No. 04-W(C-20-2867. The new 10-inch
PVC pipeline will be installed from a well located on land owned by Mr. Floyd Harlan and run
onto Reclamation’s right-of way across the operation and maintenance access road and extend
into the canal through the embaniment.

After reviewing the materials submitted by NCAO, I concur with a statement in NCAO-CEC-14-
2 that this action would not have significant effects on properties listed, or eligible for listing. on
the National Register of Historic Places as deternuned by Reclamation  With this deternunation,
Reclamation has no further NHPA Section 106 obligations. This memorandum is mtended to
convey the completion of the NHPA Section 106 process for thus undertaking. Please retaina
copy in the administrative record for this action. Should changes be made to thus project.
additional NHPA Section 106 review, possibly including consultation with the State Histeric
Preservation Officer, may be necessary. Thank you for providing the opportunity to comment.

CC: Cultural Resources Branch (MP-153), Anastasta Leigh — Regional Environmental Officer
(MP-150)
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