RECLAMATION

Managing Water in the West

Bureau of Reclamation joined forces with the U.S. Forest Service to help
plant tree seedlings in damaged areas within the Shasta-Trinity National
Forest. This year’s Scouting for Trees event took place on Saturday,
March 3, at the Ackerman Campground in the Lewiston National
Recreation Area, below Trinity Dam, 40 miles west of Redding, Calif.

Over the past eight years, almost 3,000 Boy Scouts, Girls Scouts and
other youth volunteers with their families have planted more than 35,000
trees. Scouts and volunteers plant trees and take part in planned natural
resource conservation education activities. These education activities
include focusing on tree growth, reforestation monitoring, plant
identification, forestry, fire ecology, fire prevention, animal track
identification, wildflowers and soil and water conservation. The focus of the day is planting bare-root and container-
grown tree seedlings.

The Scouting for Trees program started on the Shasta-Trinity National Forest in the late 1940s. A community partnership
was formed in 2004 to enhance the event by including Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts and their families. Reclamation is
supporting the effort as part of President Barack Obama’s America’s Great Outdoors initiative which seeks to empower
Americans to share in the responsibility to conserve, restore and provide better access to our lands and waters and leave a
healthy and vibrant outdoor legacy for generations to come. Getting youth and their families outdoors, hiking and planting
trees also follow First Lady Michelle Obama’s Let s Move Outside initiative which promotes outdoor physical activity for
children and families. Let’s Move Outside encourages young people to connect with nature through outdoor activities that
improve fitness and teach important lessons in stewardship and conservation.
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