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Earlier this month Reclamations’ own Jake Berens and Natalie Wolder participated in planting the seeds of 

knowledge in our younger generation by educating the minds of Mr. Egly’s fourth grade Murdock 

Elementary class. The class took a field trip to their annual Pathways to Nature Field Day. The Vogt Family 

Three Creek Ranch in western foothills was the backdrop of their exploration. The field trip served as an 

educational one-stop shop for learning everything from the environmental functions of flowers, trees and 

plants to understanding wild life habitats and the water levels they live in. The day was filled with activities 

backed by science. Groups were formed, paper, pencil and calculators in hand ready to get every calculation 

correct. They used tennis balls and stopwatches to measure water flow and used their multiplication and 

division skills to correctly determine the speed and volume of the creek. As they fact checked their 

surroundings with an assortment of tools, Mother Nature confirmed every answer and their equations told 

them why. They also channeled Reclamation and built a temporary 10-inch deep dam out of mud and rocks. 

They made sure the area and perimeter were stable enough to sustain the volume of water their miniature 

dam created. The idea was to duplicate water flow and see what a man made dam must endure and how its 

structural integrity must be sound and strong. They concluded their day with a BBQ and enjoyed a variety of 

local produce from the Lundberg Family Farm.  

 

 

“Wilderness is not a luxury but a necessity of the human spirit, and as vital to our lives as water and bread.” 

-Edward Abbey 


