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This document has been preparcd [0 meet the requiremenis of Natienal Environmental Policy
Act and Cahfomia Environmcntal Quabity Act, and ail other associated envinenmental laws. 1t
containg the following: Finding of Mo Significant Impact, Nepative Declaration, and
Environmental AssessmentInijal Sody.
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FINIMMNG OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
TEMPORARY WATER ACQUISITION FROM PANOUHE WATER DISTRICT AND
CONVEYANCE TG THE KERN NATHONAL WILDLIFE REFL{:E

Therc is a need w acqubne walcr in 2000 10 mect Kemn Natoral Wildlife Rrcfuee [(KNWR) Level
4 reguirenients o peovide critical wetland habirars for the benefil of migratary warerfowl, olher
migratory by, and welland-depe pdem wildlife. Pursuant we Secoon 34064d) 2 af the Central
Yalley Improvement Act (CYFLA)Y Roclamation secks o provide KNWR with a portion of 1075
Level 4 water. To mest OVPLA requimrements. a form water supply s necded from o wilhing
sellens). The puepose of 1he Proposed Action 510 Tullill this need for reluzble Level 4 water
supplivs by purchasing 20,827 acre-feet from Paneche Waer Tisiie (Paneche).

The Proposcd Action 1s for Reclamaion's Water Acgmisition Progoam (W AR 1o acguire up 1o
20,5827 were-foct of waler to moet Level 4 needs st KNWH in Kerm County. Under this proposal,
Reelamation would emer imo (1) an agieement with Panoche for purchase of the water, and (2]
an agreement with Bermn-Tolare Woater Destoet (Kermn-Tulure) and RBosedale-Rio Brave Waler
Storape Distnet (Rosedale) for the conveyance, and temporary storage of the water purchased
Trem Panache, and {or an exchange of the stored water for an eguivilent amownt of water Trom
Rosedale. Under the proposed sgeeements, Reclamatoon wil? acquire 20005 Central Walley
Eroyoct (CVE) waler from Panoche and 10 will be deliversd for temporary siomgre (bapkimg) an
Kom-Tularc’s share of the Rosedale Groundwater Bank, Rusedale wall provide by exchange an
cquivalent amount of i1s 2K State Water Project (SWE) Table A water under its contract with
Kem County Water Agency (ROWA) For delivery to KNWER. Use of the Cross Valley Canal
andl SWP fucihities will be necessacy for comveyance of the water o Bosedale and Buena ¥isa
Waler Storape Mastmct’s Tucihaes will be vsed e convey the eachange water 1o KRNWE,

The delivery point for witer purchased from Paneche will be ©'Meill Forebay (0" Neili) ar San
Luis Resarvar, Fronm (7 Neill, Kern-Tukiee will amanpe conveyange of dhe water 1o th
Rosedale Grourdwater Bank wstng an agreement between KOWA and Depaniment of Water
Resources (DWR) 10 convey Anicle 55 {transfer) water in the Califomia Aqueduect, and through
Kem-Tulare's or Rosedale’s capacity m the Cross Yalley Canal. The water will e physical|
delivered to the Rosedale Groundwater Bank wsing Kem-Tular's groundwater banking siorape
account, on behall of Keclamation. Kosedale requires o 3% loss o bank this water and a 1% Inss
1o the Cross Valley Canal.

A relaned sl 15 the approval by Reclamonion of an merease i the amount of OWF water that
Kem-Tulare may siore in oy geconnt io01he Bosedide Groomlwater Bunk, The federal action 15
an amendment 10 an approsal letier isswed by Reclamairon e Kem-Talare increasing the
allowable srorage of CVP water from 0L acre feet 10 GUWH] scre Teed in the Rosedale
Ciroundwarer Bank.

Reclamation’s WAP will subseguenily provide the banked CVF waler Lo Resedale i exchange
tor an equivalent smount of Rosedale's SWE Table A waler, Reclamstion would take delivery
of the Table A water at O Meall. The water would be provided to KMNWR using the California
Agueduct and canals owned and operated by Lhe Buena Vista Waler Storage Listrict (Buena
Visla), Reclamation has cxisting comveyance sgrecmments with the Califomia Department of



Warer Hesoorees (DWR) and Buena Vista that will o used to convey this water. KNWER 4
within the SWP place of use.

The CVP water made available by Panoche i3 excess to 15 necds because il was par of a late
water allocanon rmade by Reclamation. Prioe to the late allocation, Panoche bad relied on other
water supphies such as groundwater pumped by individual, povalely owned, groundwates wlls,
and seguered additional water o mecl 1l mmgatien demands, Thus, this waler salistics the
transber critenia of the CVPIA.

An Eovironmental Assessment (EA) was prepored thal evaluates the potemial environmenial
impacts, benehenil and sdverse, associzied with the Proposed Action and a No Actios
Alternative. The EA 15 atiached for reference. In accordance stk the National Environmental
Folicy Act of 1969, as amended, Reclamation kas (ound that the acguisition of water from
Pannche for use ar KNWR will o result in o significant adverse impact on the envifonment.
Therefure, an Enviconmenial Impac) Stalement 1% nol eeguimed.

This Finding of Mo Sgnificant Impact (FOMNSL) Is based upon the following:

L. This watet is in surplus of Panoche's needs for the 2006 calendar year. No changes in Deha
pUmMping operations will pocur with pmpementytion of the Proposed Aciion.

2. Nochanges in land wuse will occur as a result of the Proposed Action.
X The Proposed acgion will not affect any Pederal or State-lisied special sloles species,

4, Cuolreral msources will not be affecwed dus 1o the peoposed action because mo néw land wse
chunges or new comsinacion would eocur.

h
¥

The absenee of Indian Trast Assels 1n aress affocted by the water trunsfer precludes any
HTIpaci.

6. Minerly or disudvantaged populations or comemunilics will not be adversely impacted by
the Proposed Action,

1. The Proposed Action will not contribute 10 2 cumulatively signilicant adverse impact when
added 1o viher past, present and reazanably foresesable future actinns, given the relalively
sonall armount of water irvolved and the shont-tenm and temparacy natuce of the waler
Al LIS L.



INITAL STUDY/NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Title: Temporry seguisinoan of waler frem Panoche Woler Disinct and conveyitnce 10
the Kem Mational Wildhfe Befuge,

2. Laad apency aumw gl sddress: Kemn-Tublure Wower District
SHH Californis Avenuae, Ste, 202
Bakershield, CA Y3201

3. Contagl person and phaone number: Steven C Dulke, General Manager
(01 327-1132

4. Praject Incation: San Luis Beservoar. Merced Co.. CA |, Rosedale-Hin Brava Waler Swrage
ristmictl prowndwater facilities, southwesterm Kerm Co., Cress Yalley Canul Kem Ci,
Buenma Vista Water Stomge Distnct conveyanse facibines, Kerm Co,, Kem MNaional
Wildlife Refuge, northweslern Kem Co,, State Water Project conveyance facilitics.

5. Project sponsor’s name anid addeess: Same as Lead Agency
6. LGeneral plan designation: N/A F. faning: Vanous

&, Desceription of praject: (Descrlhe the whole action invelved, including, butl it limited
1o later phases of the project. and any secondary. support, or olT-sile features necessary
for its tmplementation. Aflech additional sheeis il necessary.]

Bee altached.

9. Surrounding land uses and setting: {Briefly describe the project's surroundings)

B anaghed.

10. Other public apencies whose approval is required (e.g. permits, Bnancing approval, or
participalinn agreement).

Burcau of Keclamation, Califomia Depantment of Water Besources. Panoche Water District,
Keen County Waer Agency, Buena Visa Water S4orape Distner, U5, Fish and Wildlile
SETVICE.



(=3 e 1 1

NRC MNEESITE 24 =
AC
MaGe

NOTICE OF DETEAMINATION

To: Office of Planniry and Apsearzh  From: Celifomia Deot of Water Resowrcos
1400 Terth Stoat, Poom 21 Stebe Watar Proje; Analysis Office
Sacramanto, CA 95814 1418 Ning~ Stragt

Sararenis, CA BSA14

Sublect: FHing of Hatios of Detscinlnation in compiianes with Sectlon 21108 o 21152 of the Pubic
Paacurces Code

Project This: Tempoiary Acquikiion of walat from Panoehs Water District and conveyrnce to
Kem Natonal Wiidis Refuga, Kem-TLiare Water Clstriet s the SEQA Lead Agency tor this
praject, the Calitemla Caparmaeant of Water Aagources 13 8 CECA Hanpangitie Agangy.

Stk Claarnghoyse Numbar; 2005121084

Project Loeatlon: San Lo Aesermir, Merced Co., Rosadals Aw-Brave Water Stomge Dlatrist
graunchwter faclian, southwesien Kam Ca., Crose Valisy Cans, Kem Co., Busna vista Water
Sorage District convevancy tacilties, Kem Co., Kem Saticnat Wikdiita Retuge, norttwestern Karm
Co., Shile Watsr Prafect canveyancs lacilitiss,

Projsct Dascrptlon: To acquire and convey 20,827 acta-lfaal of waler for Kom National 'Widlo
Aetuge bo faslate Jniled Staies Buraau of Aeclamadsn complipgnes with tha CYAIA directhe to
frovide Laval 2 and Lovel 4 rafuge wator suppliss. Mo conatrietian or madification of the facd s
Wil be required.

Th s to adviem the! tha Calfomis Capartmeant of Yale: Resouices has approved the abowve
Soscribed proicet on .Januar'y' 25, 2006, and has mada 1o MDllowng detemmmat.ons regarding she
i agribed prgpact

Lol

Tne pojact will ned s 2 gignificant otfact an he anvimnmant.

A Magatreo Osclarat'on was prepangd 'or that profect pursuant la e provialans of CEQA,
Mitlgallar measuras wark ol made 4 cendiian of T appiousl of the project,

A staiemant of Ovarding Cenawcerations was not adoptad o0 ig project,

Copied o the Final Negalive Daclaraton may Be abtained o REC E-'["‘J ED’ ‘

Katn Tulars Reg Gukch \Walar District JAN 46 2006

&M CulMormlo Avenos, Sha X2
Bakaraflokz, oA 33300

"zt
‘% tFuHineS : {ab

o

et S e Lgiec Amiecs FHoe-

Data Akguivsd for Eliing st SPR:__
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DAAFT NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project ‘T'itle: Temporary acguisition of water from Panoche Water District and convevance
the Beom Matiomal Wildlife Refoge

2. Lead agency name and address: Kem-Tulare Water Dustrict
1620 2151 Street
Dakersfield, TA 93301

3. Coniluct person and phone number: Stoven C, Dulke, General Manaper
{6611 3273132

4. Project location: San Luis Reservoir, Marced Co,, CA, Rusedale-Rio Bravo Water Storage:
Drstric! groundwater lacilities, southwestern Kem Co., Cross Valléy Canal Kern Co.,
Buena Visla Water Slorage Distret conveyance lacililies, Kem Co., Kemn Mational Wildiifa
Retugs, nodbwesteam Kem Co., State Water Project corveyance tecilities.

5 P'raject sponsor's name and address: Same as Lead Agency
&. {zeneral plan designation: WA 1. foning: Various

8. Descriplion of project: {Desccibe the whele action involved, including, but nol limited
to laler phases of the project, and any secondary, suppori, or off-sile features necessary
for its implerentation. Attach additional sheels if neceszary. ]

Bee attached,

9. Surcoumling land pses and selting: (Briefly describe the project's surroundings)
Sea aftached.

10. (Hher public agencies whose approval is reguired {e.g. perniits, financing approval, ar
parlicipalion agree ment ).

Bursau of Reslamation, Calilornmia Department of Watar Resourdes, Pancche Water District,
Karn County Watar Agency, Buena Vista Water Storaga District, LS. Figh and Wildlite
Serace
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oL ThLOTVEE VEeRRaN daer Totare el wuach Hiter ool LERYILEEN

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECYED:

The arvironmettal fectomn chacked bakw would ba potantinly affsctad hy tix projact, =
incdicaptend by the chapcidld at the end of the repart,

| Tand Usc end Plamnin Transpormion Cirulation T Public Services I
| i"opulation md Hm.‘umi LShuslerical Rescurced ) Uitilitles & Service Yysteny

,| Gn.iuﬁﬁd Problems Energy & Minera! Resoumees Acghutics .

| Flazerds

| . Crulturs] Resourses

A Qualiy TNoio || Recresmtion .

L [ [ Mandatory ridings of Signifidence |

DETERMINATION: (To be cumpleted by the Lead Agency)
Om 1he beain o this initia] ovahustion:

[ 1 find the the proponcd paoject COULD MO bave 2 siymificapt ofTuet on the covleomaent, and o
X ' NTOAYIVE DECLARATION will be preparce,

I Find it afthough e proposed project could bave o sipnificurn effect on the environmest. there will
oot b g gigni feart affeet ™ rhis oaos hecoume the FLLUGAtIo mewnmes deacribed oo an atteohed shect
have beer added to the prarect. A NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be propared

T fimdd thtt the propaaed project MAY bave a significant sffect oz the emvironient, and 4n
ENVIRONMLNTAL TMPACT REPORT is tequired.

| I finwd that the proposed project MAY have a signifvant effeois) on the envirpnment, Tt st least ane
offact 1) has heev. adoquately snslyand 1wl crlier document pursaant o) applicable legs) standards,

: andl 2} has bowm addressed by mitigaton mesnoes toed on the cxlier spalysiz 13 described on atisched

aherts, it (b effect is a “patcatially dgnificent impacs™ or "pottatally significant unlem mitigated™ An

hE:ﬁ'IRﬂN!HI.I:-"‘JTAL IMPACT REPORT 1t reqiaredd, hait it must asalyss anly the effiets that remain to

SBlgmatare: /fé CO:JZL Date ! E.:T/{:-c..

Prinied pame: Steven C. Dalkm, Gonera! Manager
Kerm-Tulnre Water [Hatric




ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
AND INITTIAL STUDY

INTROEHCTIOR

I confonmance with the Califormnia Envirenomeneal Guality Act (CEQA), the Loitial
SludyMegaive Decluration pomion of thes Envieenmental Assezsinent (EA)-Inial Soady (15
Sepative Declacaton has been proparcd W ceadugie and disclose any poteniial eovironmental
nmpacts associzied with the Borcayw of Reclamabion's (Beclamabien) temporacy doquesition of
wanter fronn the Panoche Water District (Panoche} and conveyance of thal water to the Kemn
sational Wilsllife Befupe (KNWER) useny Califomia Departmen of Water Resooroes (DOWR)
Stote Water Project {SWP cilinices, Feclamation proposes to puchase 2005 Cemral Yalley
Project (O P) water supplics from Panoche, This water will be temporanly stored i Lhe
Rosedale Groundwater Bank and later exchanged for an cquivalent amount of 2006 5WF Table
A water Irom Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water Storage District (Rosedaleh. This exchanged 5WE
watler wll b delivered o KNWR vig Boena Yista Water Stomage [hstricl (Buena Yisia)
comveyince facihines 1o proviele citical wekinds habit, Foderal scopmstion of this waler is
authonzed under Section 3300d) 2 ) ol the Centmld Valley Propest Improvement Acl (CVPLAL.

& Report o Befuge Woater Supply faevsigetiony (Rec lamatuon 1989 descrbes water ngcds aned
delivery regquitements for Nationa] Wiklhfe Refuges, State Wildhife Management Areas. and the
Crrassland Keseurce Conscrvation Distnict in the Cenral Valley of Calibomia, inchding KHNWE.
Irt this repor the average annual hestoneal water supplies were termed “Level 27, and the
supplies needed for optinaam habiis management were ormed “Level 47 Scction 3400{d)(1) of
the CYELA requires the Scerctacy of 1he Inteeor to provide Tiom delivery of Level I woer
supplies 1 certain wikllsfe refuges m the Ceptral YValley ol Califormia. Seetion 1406(d)2) of the
CVPLA further dircets the Secretary to provide addional waler supplies W meel Bovel 4 necds
tharcruzh the gogquisition of waler fromewalhing providers. The wiater 1o be seguared 15 Known bs
“incrernemtal Level 1% supphics. Incretnemtal Level 4 supplics when added 10 Level 2 supplics
make up full Level 4 supplics.

FEvclimation, as the [ead Federal agency, has prepared the B4 portion of this envimenmental
document pursuant trthe Natienal Environmenal Policy Act {ISEPA} a5 amended. The EA
component of tke docurnent locuses on the polenual mpaces of purchasing up to 20,827 acre-
Foct of 2005water supplics from Panoche to mect Level 4 water needs al KNWE in 2006 while
alse consideriag the dircct and indirect i mpacts relsted to the conveyance of water appropriaed,
andfor atheewise sequiced, by Reclamation for KNWR.

Environmuent:l documentation has been provious|y preparcsl that addresses ihe overall imnpacts of
acquiring full Level 4 supplics, the conveyance of waler 1o the refuges, and use af water on the
refuges. The overall impacts of implementing the CYPLA, including providing level 4 waler
suppliey 1o e melupes, 15 addressed ina Finagl Progremmiric Enviconmental Tropract Staténen
(PEISY (Imorior 1995 Also, an BATS hps been preparcd that addresses the comvg yancg of
water o the ENWER (Reclungtion 2003} and an EASNS hygs bewn prepared that addresses the wse
of water on the KMNYWE (Reclamation 2004,



Comveyance of waer through the Cross Yalley Canaf was addressed i the et Steedy iNe petivy
Lelivrestion for ele Stete of Cediformia Deparimeal of Water Resourees, The Thaired Sreptes
Herein of Reclemation gaif the Cross Valley Canal Comtrectors fmterin Renewerl Comtraot
Providing for Nen-profect Weter Sorvice (DWHE, X5,

PLIRPOSE AND NEED

There b5 4 need 1o acquire water m 2008 to moel KNWE Level 4 requirements 10 provide critical
wetland habitats Tor the bencfit of migraroty waterfowl, other migradory Tirds, and werland-

e pernelent wildlife. Porsuant o Secpon 34060002 of the CYPTA, Roclumaten secks to provide
N WE with a portien of it's Level J water (Table 1) To meot CVPIA requirements, & fiom
water supply is necded from g willing seller(s). The purposc of the Proposed Action i3 1o fuliitll
1his need for reljable Level 4 water supplics by parchasiag 20,827 acee-feet from Panoche Warer
[isina.

Lewel 4 water s necded to optimally manusge Central Valley wetland babiat areas as identificd in
the Reperr o Befiepe Water Supply Irveatigarions (Reclamation 19890 The difference berween
water sipphies for oprimum managament (Level 4 and average annual dehivermes (Level 21 am
relaledd fe management for habiar diversity, whech ingcludes gomng and cyraton of Bl and late
winter flooding, summer waker for Tood produsiion, and miuntensnce of permancat wetland
habitat,

| Table |- Level 2 and Level 4 Winer Supplics for KNWR {in
arie-feer)

Lovel 2 [evel 4! [oceemental | Proposgd Action®
Level 4
G LS 23 AKK} 15 (k) 2ETY

b level 2 ard [evel 4 quantilies baved om infoematon in Bectamarion's Sepserr o Bofare Waler Sweppely
Tvesagernionrs C19ES] Lewel & waler sugphies eguaal ke akal o] §evel 2 amd [ocremental [ewel 4
L2l plecs

2 Waler oo be acguired from Faroche Lo meel a pormkon of Padel 4 necds o KMWR,

ALTERNATIVES

Proposed Aclion/Project Pexcriplion

The Proposcd Acten is Eor Beclumiaoen B qoiuire wp to 2EE2T qore-Foet of wiler 1o meet Level
4 needs of KNWHR n Kem County, Under this proposal, Reclamation would enter inta (1) an
agreement with Penoche for purchase of the water, and (2] an agreement with Kern-Tulare and
Raosedale fof the convoyance, and tetnpotary starage of the waler purchased fram Pasoehe, and



for an exchunge of the stored water for an cquivalent amount of waler from Bosedale. Under the
proposcd agrecments, Roclamation will acquire 2005 CVF water from Panoche and delivere lor
iempaniry storage {banking) in Kerm-Tulare’s share of the Rosedale Groundwsater Bank. The
water supply will be starcd m Rosedale Groundwater Bank antil iv can be most efficiently used al
FENWE, then Bosedale will provide, by exchanpe, an cquivalent amaoom of i 2008 5%WF Table
A waler under s comiract with Eom County Water Ageney (KCW A Tor adelivery 1o KNWE.
Use of the Cross Valley Canal and 5SWP fanhies will be neccssary for conveyanse of the water
o the Rosedale Sroundwater Bank and Buena Viswa facihiics will be uscd o convey the
exchange water i KNWE.

The delivery point for water purchuscd from Paneche wall b G Neal), From O Neill, Kem-
Tulzre will arranpe conveyance of the water o the Roscdale Groundwaler Bank using an
agrgement between Ker Counly Watcr Apency and DWR 1o convey Aaicle 55 (iransfer) warcr
m the Califomig Aqueeecluct, and through Kem-Tuolare's or Bosedale’s copaeiry m the Cross
Valley Cunal. The water will be physacally delevered v the Bosedale Grisnmdwaier Bank osing
Kem-Tulare's growndwater banking storape accounl. on behalf of Boclamalion. Rosedale
requires a 3% loss to Bank this watler and a 1'% loss 1o the Cross Valley Canal.

A rclateel aolion is the approval by Reclamation of an mergase o thy amuun) of CVP water that
K.em-Tulare may store m ns account in the Rosedale Groondwater Bank, The fodoral aclion is
an amendment 1o an approval letwer issucd by Eeclamation to Kem=Tulare incrcazing the
allpwuble swrage of CVP water trom 40, 0KH) acre-fect to &0, 000 acre-feet io the Roscdals

Grevenchacater Dank,.

Reclamation's Waler Acguisiion Program will subscquenily provide Lhe banked CVI water to
Roscdale in exchange for an equeivalent amounl of Roscdale's SWP Table A waler. Reclamution
wild ke delivery of the Table & waler a1 07 3eill or the Buoena Yista iwon ougm the Califomia
Aquedoct. Ingither case, Reclumation would ose an existng apreement with Buena Vista o
convey waler from the Califomia Agoedug) wsng canals paned and operated by Bocna Visia, Tf
the Table & water is liken 31 O el Beclamation would use an cxistimg conveyance agrecmenl
with DWR w convey this waler in the Calitorms Aquedact, KNWR s within the W place of
LSE.

The CVEF water macke avaidlable by Fanoche s oxcess 0008 neods beeause 10 was par of a late
walsr alloceiion made by Beclamanon. Prior v the e allocaton, Panoche bad relicd on other
waler supplies such as groundwater purped by individual privately owned groundwater wells,
atwd acquired additional water vy meet its imigation demands. Thus, this waer satisfics the
transior critena of 1he CVEPLA,

Mo Actinn Allernative

Under the Mo Action Aliematve, water dehvenes w KNWE woold consist of Level 2 water
supplics provided from the CVP andd the purchase of Ingremenial Level 4 supplies from willing
sellcrs, lncremental Level 4 supplics for FKSWE have histencally conee from s variely of willing
sellers consisling of CVP contractors o & 5W P conlnsctar (ue., Semitropie Waier Slotage
Dvsarict). As aresuly, the No Action Allemative 1s nat hikely to effoct any appreciable change in



KMNWER opcrafions or cause any measurable effccts. Absent this water purchase, water currently
available for acguisiiion from Panoche would likely be sold or wemparariily stored for future oses.
Under the Mo Acmn Alemative, no changes would occur too the operations or water sappd b for
Foem-Tulare or Resedale,

AFFELCTED ENYIRONMENT/ENVIRUNMENTAL SETTING
AND ENY¥IRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

The Rusedale groundwater bank and the KNWER are located in the Sowthem San Joaquin Valley
m Fem Cyonty, Califormia (Pigures 1 and 2). The general project area ps predomiongte |y
aprcuhumd, and the magorty of 1he [and 15 0 jmgated noew crops. Huweever, [arge tracts of
rangelane and areas dominated by native vegoimion alse caist in the project area, RNWE 15
lowated spproximace!y 15 meles wesl of the Cily of Delano. KNWER comprises 10608 acres of
nafural valley urasslands, a relict viparian corridor, snd developed marsh. KNWER provides
windgring hatnial for migrationg Weds, shoebirds, marsh and watectfowl. halao provides bhabitmg
fior varmous upland and endangered species such 25 Buens Visw ake shrew, San Jooaguin kit foo,
ard the blunt-nosesd leopard lizard, Waterfow| huntimg cpporiunitics ere managcd jointly by
KMNWER staff and the Califamia Department of Fish and Game.

The descugsion of 1he Affected Gnvironmem and Gavironenenmal Conseguences Tocuses on the
getions being undertabken that kave nod been addressed in prior epvironmentl docements. Those
aclions consist of: Reclamativn's purchase of CVP water from Panoches the exchange of this
waler for Roscdale's 3WP Table A water; and the spproval for Kem-Tulare to bank an
addinonal 2000 acre-tfeel of OV waner in Rosedale.

Waler and Land Management

Afferted Environment

Puanoche was formed in 1954 and 15 locatcd on the western side of the San Josquin Valley in both
Mereed and Fresno Counties. The disinet is comprised of approximately 38 X acees with a
pupu ke of appreximately WHL Panoche has a service coatracl with Reclamation tor 3,933
acre-fect of water per year from the Delta-Mendoa Canal, A small amount of CVEP waler 1s
iivened sonually 1o salisfy domes=tic needs wathon the disingt. Pamoche does nel own or operale
any groundwaler wells. However, there are 42 privitely owned and operied groundvster wells
in the diS10c0r service arga.

The 200827 avre-tert reproesents a porion of the OVF waler allocation to Panoche dunng the
Murch I 2005 — February 28, 2006 water year. The Board of Direciues of Paneche by
determaned that 1has waler 15 excess W0 the needs af the disioct for the 20052006 wiier veqr anly.
and 15 therefore wvilable for transfer, The water has become cxcess Lo Panoche™s needs because
aver 15% of the District's supply in the amoant of 14 00 acre-feet was allocated afier April
2005, with the final 5% in the amouant of 470Kk acre-Teer anly beconting available in July 2005,
By that time, Panpche had sceguired appresirataely [OMK) aore-feet of sopple mental surface



waler supplics from Weslside [mgsinn Desmel, Wes [ards Waler Distircl, San Luis Walcer
Districd, Pachaco Water Distnct, San Toaquin River Exchange Confractors Water Auothority, and
Sama Clara Valley Water Disinct w cover the district crop demands on approximatey 37 0040
acres dor s, grapes, Womeloes, eotlom, metans, vegerables, and alfalfa,

[n addition, landowners had pumped approsimate]y 700 scre-feel of groundwater and Panoche
recycled approximately 3 0K scre-Teet of dronape water. Conservation measwrcs by Panache
growens through implementation af impoovedd irrigation ellicicacy sysatems and additiomnal
Panoche drmnage rewse projects provided addoeonal rluetions W irmeinesable losses im x0ess
of 827 acre-foet. iven the shallow groumdwater 1able 1in poriiens of ahe Dhstnct, the presence of
selenitm i subswiace drainage ourflows, and the present lack of economical freatmant
technolegy, this cooseeved water would not olherwise be available for betelicial use befoce

Fehruary I8, 20060.

The myjonty of waler used by KNWER, pnior W the enactment of the CVPIA as well as recent
Level 4 soquistiens. has been either surplus OVP waler or surplus SWP water. Poso Creek, an
imterantietn sirearm that spills lood waters oneo the KNWE during wel years, has been a sounce
of unregn|uied woter used Dy the KNWR i the past. Keem River, wo the west af the KANWER, x
considercd i cntical stream and na walér ik pvanleble for sppropraion o any gme (Reclamanon
1929). The KNWER 15 muniged pomanly for migravory waterfowl, shorebirds, marsh and water
birds ard their associated habitat types as well as lor histed species.

Environmenial Consequences

The Proposcd Action will reswh in no significant change in CVP or 5%WP operstions. nor in any
chanpe in Delta purnping by the CVP ar SWP. The water scquired Trom Panoche 13 surplus w ils
currenl needs, und Lhe proposed transfer of 20,827 acre-fest to the Waler Acguisition Program
vl ol change Panoche’s operatjons. The sequired warer will be deliversed o the relfoges
usimg galsting somveyance [acilities, and hased on previous analyses as discussed 1nthe
relerenced environmenlal documents, Therefore, the conveyance and sloruge of witer in the
Rosedale Groundwater Bank. snd convevance of the exchange watler will not significantly
It waler supply.

Gronndwater
Affecred Envircniment

The Rosedale Geoundwater Bank is located within Eosedale wesl of Bukersfield. Rosedale is
rouglhly 43 (K0} acres in siee. The district is primanly a groundwaier wse district, with nearly all
imgaon being sereed by prevaely mwned landowner wells, Soome of the imgated Tanes are
capatle of taking diregt dehvenes from Bosedale's canals, homvaver this use s very sporadic.
The wuter slored in the prowndwater bank cun be recovered thmuogh the use Of three we s and @
pipcling once these faciliies gre completed. Tn the meun tme., relom delivenes must be made
using Roscdaie's SWP supphes that wouldl have otherwise becn hanked m the groundvester basin.



The Bosedale Groundwater Bank s locatcd wathin the Kem Croundwater Basin. This basin bas
Ieeen identified as being crivically overdrafied.

Kem-Tuliare and Boscdale eniered into o lonp-lerm banking progrem in 2000, ol received
federal approval in 2005 for a 25 yeur banking and exchange program that allows banking of
CWFE warter 1n the proundwater bank by Kem-Tulare and Bag Gulch Water Drstricts.

Environmenral Conseguences

Asgessments of environmenlal impacts sssocidied with the groundwater bank were competed m
2001 [Rasedale-Rio Brivva Waler Sworage Disoict 2000 ) and 2005 (Reclamation 2005). The
impacts were delermined o be less than significant with implemeatation of requimed mugaion
measutes. Although the groundwater bank has some potential 1o resull \ lower groundwater
lovels in the veeuniey of the extraciion wells, il will tesull i a net incrcase in grosndwater levels.
This weeurs because groundwater must be banked bofore it can catracied, and because less water
is ealraced then 15 banked. Water kepr by Rosedale 15 wsed o ofTsel Tocal groumdw ter
ervemelrafl Crroungdwaler levels arg monieced by Rosedale and modi ficanons 1o rumping and
operalions sre reguired iF impacts are deleremned to be greater than withow the groundwaier
banking program.

Uneler the Proposcd Actioa, 1he waler purchased from Panesche will be phpesically delivercd t
the Resedale Groundwaler Bank using Kem-Tulane™s groumdwiater banking slorsge account, on
behalf of Reclamation. Thes ©VEP water will be returmned on 4 1 to 1 basis except for a 3% loss
bank thig warer pravided o Rosedale and a 1% 1oss to the Cross Valley Canal.

Cummenthy 1the arnount of TV P waler on depasit in the groundwater bank ot any ane Hme s pot o
exceed 40,0060 agre-feel. The subject Proposed Action includes approval by Reclamation of an
tnerease ioihe amount of CVP waler that Keen-Tulare may store in s acconnl in the Rosedalc
Grogndwater Bank, The federal action 15 an amendment o an appresaal leter issacd by
Reclamarion 1o Kem-Tulare wmercasing the allowable storage of CVEP water from 40,000 acre-
el 1 000000 acre-feet in the Rosedale Groundwater Bank. This approval would not change 1he
operations of the Bosedale Bank and 15 withim the conge of operapons anal yzed in provious
dlocuments, Modifcation of this hmit wall net have sany environmental impacts sipce 1t would
not change uny of the required milgation messures to assurc less than significant groondw ater
impacts.

Fish and YWildlilv Resources

Affected Enviranmient

Farmupche ancd Bosedale aee dominated vy origated agriculfurcal lands. The habilats present o
ENWER are naral valley grasslands aml developed marsh. The KNWR 15 mangged pnmanly
for engralory walerfowd, shorebirels, marsh and wuler bireds and (theer associaled habost types as
wizll as for lsteel speecies.



A list of Foderally Endangered Species was requested from the Fish and Wildlife Service for the
counles gncompassing the analysis srea (WS 2005). Based upom this Bs and recepn sife-
specilg gmalyses, the fullowing spocies could occor within the progect gres;

| Species Scienlific Name Slalus
Bald Eagle | Haliaceetns Levvocephulus Threamened
Blum-noscd leopard lizard  Gambelia (=Crataphying) silia Endangcred
Bucna Vista Lake Shrew SevverX enmnrtis reliviis Canchgic
Lriant kangarody ral {ipaagdrren s IRpeny Endangered
¥em mallgw £ remrclofie ferrteniy Cndangered
~Mountain plaver CHerddring B EannNg Froposed Throsened
Sun Joaguin kil tox Vidpes mrroredis mudtica Endangered
ij[cl-n I-.'_:II'IE_T{&U ral | Dipewifomave arratiigdes antralides | Endanpered

Enviranmental Consegquences

The Proposed Aclion would not result i new [ands being imgated or withdrawn (rom ircigation
an compaced o the No-Action Altermative. Therelone the proposed action would nol resull in
any chanyre in habitats relative 1 the Mo &ction or cxisting condivions.

Bialogic:l impaets and benefits assoviated with the comveyance of Level 4 water 1o KNWER, and
the use of Lovel 4 water on KNWE have been previously addressed in other NEPA
docwmemanon (Reclamation 2] and 20033 The Propascd Action docs not change how waler
werl] bz mamaged on the ENWE Also, wilh implereentaton of the Proposed Sction, CVE and
SWP upcrations would be congistent with exisimg operaling and Conve yance sgreemenis,

The Proposed Action is consistent with the actions covered by previous analyses and would not
result inany changes [Tom existing operations o conditions. Therefone the Proposed Action
waould result im no cftect 1o any species listed under the Federal Endangered Specics Act,
Recrealion

Affected Envicanment

There ane fo recreational acuvites sunpotted by or associaled with Panoche.

The reercatiomal Facilities o the KNWER ane pomanly despened w enbamce wildlife ubservation
opporiunitics. Most recrestional opportunitics are associsted with waterdow|, and inclede non-

consumplive uscs {wildlife observation, siudy, and photography) during September through
May, and consumplive usces {waerfow! hunting) during Ocrober through January.

Enviranmental Conseguences

The water (1 be provided under the Proposed Actipon would Be mangged for the benehit of
waterfowl and wildhifc habitaes within the KNWE. The impascts associated with usc of the water



al KEWER, have been addressed i a poior eanvironmental docuoment {Beclamation 204011 )

Cultural Rexpurces

Affected Environmens

There are no known celtural resoarces indhe pregect area. However, senveys have been very
lirmaled and i1 is possibyle thatl colural resources oxist within the analysis area.

Environmemial Consequences
Cultwral segoucces wauld not he impacted because land use would not be changed, cxisiing
conveyanee fEoilines would be osedd, and there would Be oo nesw constrectiom withan Panoghe,

Roscdale, or KNWER a5 g resull of the Proposed Action. Therefore, re inechansm for ¢ffec
exists wirth the Propesed Action and no eftect 1w cullural resources would oceur.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

Indian Trust Assets

Inddian Trust Asscls are legal mierests inpropeny or nphis held ot by the United Siates for
Indian Tobes or individuals  Toost status ongmates from nghts impancd by troatics, siatutes, or
cxcculive orders. These rights are reserved for or pramed 1o tnbes, A defimna characteristic of
an lndian Trust Assol i3 thar such assets cannor be sold, leased, or othervise alienared withaour

Federl approval.

indian reservations, rancherias, and allotments are commaon Indian Trust Assers. Alounenis can
oecwr Iwth within and outside ot feservation boundarics and are pancels of land whene wile is belcl
m Irust for specific indivelugls, Additioesally, Tedian Trast Assets inchude the peht 1o access
certain tradibonal use steos #2od perfonm cortam tradiional aclivilies,

It 15 Reslamaten policy to proeer Indian Trost Assers trom adyverse impacts of s programs and
activities whenever possible. Types of actoms that could affect Indian Trust Assels include an
imtcrference wialh the exercise of o Resenved wiler aghl, degradauon of water guality where thore
15 d waler night, impacls on fish and wildlife where ihere 15 3 hunting or fishing fight, er noise
near d land asset where it adversely affects uscs of 1he reserved land. Mo Indian Tiust Assets
oCcur within the project arca.

Environmental Conseguences

e to the abscnce of Indian Trust Assets within the projecl arca. no impacts would occur as a
result of the Proposed Action.



Enviranmnental Justice

Exevulive Order 12897 requires each Federal agency o achieve envinamental justice as pan of
its mission, by identifving and addressing disproponionarely high adverse homan healih or
environmental elffecs, including social and economic effects, of its programs and activities on
rinoey papulations and fow-income populations of the Lnited Siates.

Environmeniol Conseguences

Ny changes in agriculiaral communities of practices would result from this acquisition.
Avcordingly the Proposed Action would nat have any significam or dispropoctionately negative
imprct an [owe-jngeermee or amenaly midividoals within the project area.

CUMLULATIVE 1MEPACTS

According 12 the Council un Enviconmental Qualoy (CEQ) regulations for implemeénting the
procedural provisions of NEPA. cumulative impact is defined as 1the impact on the £nviranmen
which results from the incrememal impact of 1he aclion when added 1o other pasi, present, and
reayonahly Toreseeable fulure aclions regardless of whatl agency (Federal or nom-Federal) ar
person undertakes such ciber actiomy, Comulaie impag s can resuln fromeimdivichally minor
but collectively signibicant actons wking place over 2 peniod of 1ime,

The Propused Action is Tor Reclamation to purchase 200827 acre-feet of water fram Panoghe 1o
meel BENWE Level 3 water supply reguimennenns for calendar vear HXG 1o manape wellancd
habitats, The Proposed Action would be implemented pursioant to the reguiremenis of 1he
CWPIA which requires walet aciuisition 1o maintain enhanced water supphics for wildlife
refuges and wildlife management areas inthe Ceniral Valley. The overall impacts of
mmplemenimyg the CYPLA, mchuding Level 4 scguersiicens, are cvalusted inthe PEDS (Interior
1999 that wis prepared pursuant 1o NEPA requircmendts.

The PEIS includes analysis of Leve! 4 water acquisitions for wildlife refuyges and wilsllife
manzgement arces, mileding KNWR, i the Central Yalley {ie acquisiiion of 160000 acre-fecl
per veadr above irm Level 2 waler supplics), i xdditicon w other programs mandated by CVPLA.
These other programs mclude, but are med lmiced o

Warer comract rencwals

Water irunsfers

Tiered waler prcing

CWF operatmrns

Fish and wildhfe waler acquisitiom
Fish ard wildhie habalan restwrtion
Land retirgmend

Facility mochfications

Water Congervation

o o v & o @

* =



The PCIS addresses the region-wide and comulalbive impacls of CVEPLA. The following is a
summary of the prelermed alermadive. The PEIS dleaifics overall bencheial impacts pectaining
1o fish, wildlife and special-stalus species and recreaion opporiunities through CVYFLA programs
that include habulal acgquistiton. Apanan restoration, @nd waler acguisiinon for wildlife refuges,
Asaeesul of CVPLA, average annual CVE deliverics arc anticepated to diminish and average
anmua) Deha outflows are eapecied oo merease. Water deliveries 1o warter cighls conlragcions aml
exchange contractors are nal cxpecied 1o change, Also as areselt of CVPLA there 15 expocted 10
be an increase in lhe deprh to grogndw ater inthe Sacramento region 017%), San Joagquin region
£3%) gnd the nonh Tulare region {5%) due w chanpes 1o surface and groendwater use, crop mix,
imeation technigques, smd siream flows. OV PLA was found 1o result i a eeduciion of imgated
agricultaral acreage and gross revenues from agnculiersl products due to water mansgement Jor
hizh and wildlife. waer acquired tor stream flows and refuges. water pricing. restoration
payments, wialer conservation, land relirement, and water transiers. {OVIPLA programs may afiect
cultural resources, althoagh the impracts can nol be guatilied ae lhe proprammae vl CYRLA
wis nol found 1o have disproporienate impacls W minentics and 0w inceme popalations, or Lo
adverscly alfect Indian Trust Asscis,

The peteniial for udverse comulative effects associated with water acquisition pomacly perTany
Lo witter management within the Cemtral Valley and allocaton of exising waler supplics. In
addition 10 UV PLA, other Federal and State activiies inelode CALFED and on peing ©VE and
SWT aperaticns. These ane all lughly adaplablc programs that musr mect Endangered Sipecics
Act and Dl pempimg rpgoiresnens and are thetelore subject 1w sul@tanual change ay
hwlrulegie and environmentad conditions change. Consequently, any anal vsis of comulitive
impacls wilk regards to atfect on waler allocations 15 aecessan |y speculative and gencral.

COMNISULTATION/COORDINATION

This EASS has been prepured in accordapce with the requinements of NIEPA and CECRA,
Foolamaton 15 also complyimg with cher applicable lews including the Clean Water Acuol
1977, Cloan Air Act of 1970, Endengercd Specics Act, Fish and Wildlife Coordinalion Act,
MNational Histene Preservation Act of 19606, Execotive Order 11988 - Flood Plain Managemsem,
Eaecorive Order 114800 - Protection of Wellands, the Counc of BErviconmental Quality
Memorandum - Analyss of Pome or Uniguoye Farmlapcs, and the Wil and Scenic Rivers At

EIST ()¥ PREPARERS
¥ary Gom, Envircmmental Speciakbist

Cran Mceier, Fish and Wildlife Program Manager
Charyce Elatler. Cahforma Depanment of Water Resources



FLUBLIC INVOLYEMENT

A draft of thizs EAIS was circulated to interested pirties for o L5-day public reviesw period from
Decernber 1910 Tanwary 3, 20K, It was also posted on Reclamation™s Mid-Pacific (MP) Region

MEPA websig and 1be BMFP Region Wter Acquisition websing.

On December L6, 2005, the draft EANS and Ncepative Declaration for this project was filed with
the Slale Clearinghouse for public review {(SCH number 2003121084).  The review period

ended Tunoary |7, HEG.



PANOCHE WATER CONVEYANCE FOH KERN REFUGE
INITIAL STUDY/NEGATIVE DECLARATION ENVIROMNMENTAL CHECKLIST

TENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

" Polentially

Significant
Impacl

lase thun Less Than Mo
Sighifanl  Nipnilicant ' Imgact

with Impact
Alillgation

Incorporated

AEATHETICS -- Would the project:

al

Flawe o stbstamal edverse effect on a seenie vista?

b

Substantially damage scome resources, including, bul
moit lirnided o, teeers, ok culcroppings, and historic
buildings within a stale scenic highwuy?

vl

Substanually degyrade the axisiinge isual character or
H
guahity of the site and oy suroundings”

a4

Cruate o mew spurce of substamial light or glare
which would adversely affoct day or mghiame views
n the area?

ALRICULTURE BESOURCES-- Would the prifect:

Comven Primne Faonland, Unigue Farmland, or
Farmbtand of Stlcwide Importance (Farmland), ag
shown on the maps preparcd pursuan 1o 1he
Farmland Mapping and Monionng Program of the
Califormia Resouwrces Agency, to non-agricultural
use?

b

Contlicr with existing zening for agnoaltural wse, or g
Williumeon At contract!

Involve other changes in the ex13Ung cnvironment
wiich, diae 1o their logation of nare, coald result in
comversion of Farmlynid, 10 nom-agnculigeal we?

AIR DUALITY--Where avaltable. the segniftcomrce
eriferia csrmlisdreed do e applicable air qualio:
U IR or GIF pellelton conlrol disiefct iy e
reliod wpore fo wroke e folfoctag ofete ity
Would the projeci:

Conflict wilh or ebstruct unplementation of the
apphicable air gualivy plan?




'ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

Significant
Impact

| Potentiatly | Lessthan |

Significant
with
Mitigatlon
Incorporated

Loss Than

Significant
Impact

Mo
Impact

by

Winlae any dir qualny standird o ¢onoibune:
suhslantially 10 an cxisting or projected air qualiny
wictlanian?

o3| Resull i cunmalaiively comsidomble nel increase of

any criteria polhwtant for which the project replon 1s
o -dllamment wrder an applicable lederal or stale
gmmhieni air gqualiny sianderd (incleding releasing
emssions which exceed quantitative threshealds for
LRONE PrEcUrsors)?

a4

Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
CHICERLTaong?

el

Creale objectionable odors affecting a substantial
hurnber ol people?

[v.

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES--Would the prafect:

i)

Have a suhsianual adverse effect, either directly or

through hatnigl modifications, onany spacies
ientified as a candidale, sensitive, or speaial s1a1u;
species 10 local or regional plans. pohicics. or
reyulanions, or by the Califomia Depattment of Fish
and Game or U5, Fish and Wildlife Service?

b

Hawve a suhstantial adverse effect on any npanan
habnan or cnher sensitive natural communily
plentified in [ocal ur regronal plans, policies,
repulatiuns or by 1he Calilorma Depuriment of Fish
and Game ar U'S bish and Wildhle Serace”

<l

Have a subslantial adverse effect on (ederally
prodected wellands s delmed by Section 404 of 1he
Clean Water Act {including, but not limited .
marsh, vernal poal, coastal. elc.) through direct
remosal, lillimg, hydmlogical imeamuption, of other
means”

d)

Interiere suhstantially with the movement of any
native resident o migrarory fish o wildhite species or
with gsiahlished nanive residenl or omgralory wildhfe
comdars, or impede the we of native wildhife norsery
sitest




EXVIRINNMENTAL IMPACTS: Fotontinlly | Las: than Less Than e
Rignilicant  Significanl | Njgnificant | Impact
Impact with Impacl
Miligaikon
| Incurporuled

e] Conflict with any local policies or ordinences x
prodccting biolopical resaurces, such oy g lree
preservallon policy or ordinanec”

1) Conflict with the provisions of un adepred Habial X
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservalion
Plan, or other approved [ocal, regronal, or staie
hubitar comservation plan?

Y. (CULTURAL RESOURCES--Would the projeci:

ad Cause a subsiandial adverse change 1o the signaficanee b

||:|’r' a histoncal eescurce as defined 1n & L5064 57
" by Causc o substanlia] adverse change in the signaficance ' X

of an archacologicul resource pursuant 1o § 15064 57 l

¢] Dhreclly orindircctly destroy a wmguc X
palcontoloeical resource or sile or unique geologic
framure?

d) | Disturb any humar remans. meluding these interred | X

outside of farmal cometenes't

V1. | GEOLOGY AND SEHES--Would the projeci:

ay Expose peaple o Strucidees m gotential subsiantial
adhversy effects, meluding the nisk of loss, injucy, or
denth invelvipg:

| 13 Rupture of a known ¢arthguake Taoln, 25 delmeatged X
on the meast recent Alguist-Prolo FEanbguake Fauli
Zomng Mup 1ssued by the S1aie Geologisi for 1the arca
or hased on other substantial cvidencee of a known
tauh?* Refer to Division af Mines and Geology
Special Publicution 42,
1] Strong seisrmie groond shaking? X
11} Seismic-related ground Jailure, including x
liguefaction?
1wy Lundsldes? X

b | Resull in substaniial soil erosion or the loss of X

1

lopso|?




—

ENVIEONMENTAL IMPACTS:

' Potentially
Sigrilicant
Impact

Less than
Signiflcunt
wilh
Miigaion

[ Less Than

locorporaled |

Signilicaol
Iipact

No
Impact

c) Be localed om o pealogic unil o sl that os unstable,
or thal would becorme unslable as a result of the
project, and porentially resull in o or off-silc
larvgdslicles, Jateml spreading. subsidence, hguefaclion
or cullapse?

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-
1-B of the Uniform Building Code (19904, cremting

subslantial nsky to life or propeny?

ey Elave soils meapahle of adoguately sappeting the wsse
af Sepiic tanks or gliemalive Wasle waler dispsal
ayalems where scwers wrc nol avairlable forthe
disprsal of waste water?

I VL. HAZARDN AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS-- |

Would the project:

Create a significant haeard to the public or the
cnvirenment through the routine Transport. usc, or
disposal of hazardous malenals?

k) Creare a significant hazard to the public or the
eavicenment through reasonably foreseeahle upset
and secident condinons invalving the release of
hazardous maerials o the envivenment?

c) Emit hazardous emissions or bhandle hazardous or
aculely huzardows materials. subsiances, or wasic
within one-quarter mile of ag existing or proposcd
gchomlt

d) Be located on @ site whieh is included on a list of
haardows matenials sites campiled pursaant i
Ceovemmoend Code $56Z .5 and, a5 a cesuln, would n
croate o sigmilcam hazarl 1w the peblic or he
cnvironment?

4.:]LFanmjecﬁun;:amtm'ilhin Haiqmn_]und e nlan —[

or, wherne such @ plin has o béen adapied, within
two mailes of a public aimpo or pablic wse gipon.
would The praject resull in a sately hazard for people
cesiding or working in the project area?




EXNVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: | Potentally
Significant
I parct

Lcss than
Signifecam
with
Wiligation

Tncteporuded |

" Less Than

Slpniltcanl
Impact

Mo
[mpact

For a project wrthin the vicioity of @ private airsinp,
wonlld the praject result in o safety hazard lor people
residing or working inothe peoject area™

Tenpasiz implementation of ar physically intevfere with
an adepted cmergency response plan Or emergendy
evacuation plan?

|hJ

Cxpose people or sineciurcs b o siznificant nsk of |
lss, injury ot death invelving wildland {ires,
inzluding where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized
areas or wWhere residences are intgrmimed wilh

willlynds?

V1ML

FIYDRROLOGY AN WATER UALIT Y- Wanld
the project:

a)

Yiclate any water qualiy standards or waste
ihischarge requiemonms’?

)

Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or
inberfere substamially with proundwater recharge
such that there would be a net defigal in agueter
valume or a lowening of the logal groundwater tuble
lgve] (&0, the prodoction rate of pre-existing nearhy
wells would drop o level which would not suppon
existing land uses or planncd uses lor which permts
baye been granted)?

|:]||

Substantially gher the existing drainage pactemn of the
sile orf arca, mcluding theaugh the alteration of the
cowrse of 2 siream or aver, o manner Which wopll

resull i substantial erosian or sshation on or ofl-51e?

d)

Substontially alter Lhe existing drasnage patern of the
sie or anea, mgjudimy through the alerion of Lhe
course of 4 stream ot nver. or substantially increase
the rale or amoun of surface runoft in 2 mannar
which would eesualt in Floadiog onoar ofl-sie?

cl

Create or contmbuic runotl water which woulkl
exceod the capacily of existing or planned storrwater
draimage systerns of provide substantial additional
sources af polluicd runafr?




ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: | Potentially

Significant
Impact

1] | Cregte of contrbhute manalfl sater which would
exceed the capacily of existing oo planned stommwater
dramage systems or provide subsianial additonal
sources of polluted mnotl!

Lazs than
Significand
whih
iitigation
Incarperaled

Less Thon
Sigrilicanl
Irpact

Mo
Inipact

g} Phice housiog within a LiK-year flond hazard area as '

mappied on a federal Flood ElLcecd Boundary or
Flood Insurince Bae Wap or ather flood hazand
ez [neataan map?

h) Place within o 100-year flood hagard ane simgiumes
which would impede or redirect flood flows?

1] Expose people or siructures o2 signihicant nsk of
lass. mpary or death involving fleoding, including
|1]nnding as a result of the failure of a levee or dam’”

1 Cause inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudilow?

1X. | LAND USE AND PLANNING--Would the projeci:

| a) Physically divide an estabilished community?

by Conflict with any spplicable land wse plan, policy. or
repulation of an agency with junsdiction over the
preopecd (ma ludioge, b nor Lioited e the general plan,
specihc plan, local cowstal progrm, or zonioge
ordinsnce ] adapted for the purpose of avorhng or
frligating an anyinommental effect't

-

¢] Condlict with any applucable habdal conservation plan
ar rataral commoniy conservalem plan?

X.[MINERAL RESCURCES--Wauld the prafect:

I a){Resultin the loss of availzbility of & known minesal
resource That veould he of vylue gothe region angl vhe
residents of the state’?

b1 Resullap the lass of availabiliny of @ lecally ipnportant
mincral resource recovery sile delineuied ore o locl
general plan, specific plan or other land use plan?

AL | ATUNE--Waould the praject resulf fn:




|EH""IRUHMEHT.&L [MPALCTS: Potentially ' lessthan Less Than 7)1
Significant  Significant * Sjenificunt | Jmpacl
wilh
Ml Higalion
Incarpwrated

Impaci

Impact

ay Exposurc of persons to or gencralion of norse [ovels ' | X
i excess of standards established in the local gencral

Han or newe ardinance, or applicable standards of

oher wpencies? | |

kil FEapasure of persons o or genesation of £acessive | | X
grountdbame vibration or groundbhomey noese levels?

| 1A substantial penmanent imerease inambient neise | X
[cviels i the pregject vicinity ahove levels exising
withowd the projost?

i) A subsiantial wmpomey or periodic joereate in X
ambienl nonse levels in the progeat vicinily ahoswe
levels existing without the progect™t

ambicnt nose levels im the project vicimty abhove
levels pxisting wilthow the progect

| l:]-| A substaniual lemporary or penedic ineresse m ‘ X

N For & project within the vicinoy of & povate arsinp. | | X
wonld the project cxpose people residing or workng

1 Lthe projeet aeca W1 cxcestive nnise leyels!

K11, POPLUTATION AND HOUSING--Would the
prafect:

a} Induce substantial population growik 1 an area, b
| |ither directly (lar exdmple, Ive proposing new hames
ancd businesses ) or indireely (for example, thmgh
extension of roads or other mfrestnwctun )?

bt [Displivce substamtish amounts of cxisting, hinasing,
necessitating Lhe consirustion ©f replicerment housimg
clsowhere?

—_— r |

¢ Dhnsplice sobetapnial nurabers of people, pecessitaang X
the consinuciion of replacement housimg elsevhere?

X1, PLRLIC NERVICES-Wauld the project:




| EMVIRUNMENTAL IMPALTS:

Patentially |
Sigoificant
Impzel

Lass than
Lignillcani
wilh
M itigal o
Incorporated

Lcss Than
Signilficanl
[mpacl

MNo
Impact

)|

Hesuliin substantial adverse physical ampacis
assncialed with 1be praviion of new or physically
alteredd gFovernmental Facilities, meoed for new or
phvsically altercd povernmental Tacdmies, the
constmaetion of which could cause significant
enviranmental wnpacts, in arder 1o maimain
avcuptable service Taling, respamnse mes or olher
performance objecives for any of the public services:

—_ —

Fare protecuon’

Pualpce protéec ton™

Schonls!!

PParks?

Other public Facilies?

A A

XI¥.

RECREATICON - Would the projec:

|

R}

increase the use of existing neiphborhood and

repinnal parks oo odher recreational Tacilities such that
substannial physical devenoratom of the fagibily wouold
oceur or be apeeterated”

Tn}

Inylude cegreational Facilnies o reguice the
consinuciion or expaksion of recreational facilities
which might have an adverse phisscal effoet an the
eaviconment?

Xy,

TRANSPORTATIONIIRAFFI - Wauld the
project:

i)

Causc an increasse in rraffic wheeh is substantial in
ecbatoon w the exnsting rraffic Joad and capacily of the
AITE Sysiem (L., nesllin o substantiyl norease in
cither the number of vehicle inps, the volume 1o
capacity ralio on rowds. or congestion al

intersec tions )T

b)

Earesd. cither individually or cumulatively, a bevel of
service standard established by the County congosuion
management agency for desigrated roads or

hiphwyays?




ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:

Polentinlly '

Stetulcant
Impact

Less than
mignilicent
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Lcgs Than !
Significant
Imapact

Mo
Jmpacl

ch

Result in o chanee in i traffie puttems, meludimy
either an increcase im ratfic levels or 4 change in
location that resulis in subsantial safory risks’”

d}

Subswanbally imcrease hazards due to a design foature
(e .. shacp curves or dangeraus INErseCinns) o
imcompratible uses ez, Farm cyuipmean)?

2]

Eesuh m madequuaie emergency acoess'”

-

il

Erosull in inadoquale parking capacity’!

gl

Conflwt with adopted policies. pluns, or programs
supporling alternalive ranspunation (.2, bus
wrnouts, bicyele racks)?

XVl

CYTLITIES AND SERVICE S5YSTEMS--Would the
proféci:

al

Exceed wastewaler treytment murements of 1he
applicable Regronal Water Quality Contral Board?

b

Resgquire or cesult i the consimciom gl mew waler or
waslewaler treatment Tacilines or expanzion uf
existing facilites, the construction of whaeh cauld
cadse siyrmifean grviromnental cffeers?

<]

Require of cesaln inthe construchion of new starm
waner drainage facilities or expansion of @xisnng
Facilmics, the construction of which could ¢ause
sigmificant environmenial cllocts™

)

Havve sufficiem water supplies avanlalle nooserve the
project from exisumy ot lements sl resourees, or
arc now or cxpandcd cntitlements needed?

e}

Rexull in o determination by the wikstew oter it nt
prowidder which serves or may serve the propect that i
has wleguiste capsecity to serve the project’s projected
dermund in addition 1o the provider's existing
commitmeno’!

Fy

Be served by a landfill with sutficicnt permitted
cuarrec iy o accammudaie the projects solid wasie
disposal nes?

Comply with federal, suae, and local statutes and
regulations relawed 10 solil woasiee!




ENYIRONMENTAL IMPACTS: | Potentizlly
Signilicant
Imparl

Less ihan fces Than ' No

Significant  Significant  [mpact
wilh Impact

Mitigativn

Insrperated

X¥II

MANDATORY FINIHNGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

al

[xses the progect have the poiential o Jegrade the
qualily of the environment, substamizlly reduce the
habitat of a fish or wildhilc specics, cause a lish or
wildlife: popolation o drop below self-sustaining
[evels, threaten (o eliminate a plant or animal
commumity, reduce the nrumber or restnct the tane of
s rare of endangered plant or animal or eliminate
impottant cxanmples of the major penods of Califlomia
history or prehisiory?

b}

Does the project have ympacts that sre individually
limined, but cumulatively considerable’”
C"Comwlatively considerable™ misans that the
meremental effects of o project are considerable when
vigwed in conneclion with the effects of past projccls,
the cffects of other cumment projects, and the cllccts of
probable fulure projects)”

Does the progect have environmental effcets which
will cause subslantial adverse ¢ffects on human
beings, ¢ither direcdy or malireoly?

swote; This checklist was taken from the Joly, 20053
CEQA paidelmes. Authonty ciled: Sechions 21083
and 21087, Public Resources Code. Rolerence:
Scctioms 2H0EMC), 210801 210803, 21082 1.
L0 SIS 2103, 21004, 21151, Public
Besources Conlet; Sumdsteomm v County of Mendocine,
202 Cal Aapp.ad 290 (1988); LeonofT v. Monterey
Board of Supervisors, 222 Col. App. 3 1337 {19900,




Inltial Study Envireonmental Checklist Discusston

The fallowing inlormmation further explaing some of the Environmental Checklist items. [tems
that are self-explanatory or not applicable 1o this project are not included in this discussian.

1. AGRICULTURE RESOURCES

Although the surrgunding area s predominantly agricuttural, this conweyanca project wil not
conflict with agneulural 2oning, or ponvert existing farmland to non-agricultural use, For this
project, acquired refege water will ba conveyed 1o axisting tumouls on the Califorma Aquaduct
and will be delivered o the Rosedale Groundwater Bank and to KNWR uging exigting faciihes
or using lacilities approved for improvement or sonstruction as distussed in The Cormvayancs of
Rafuga Water Supply Environmentat Assessmen! and Initial Sludy —Scuth Sar Joaguin Vailsy
Study Arga {Roclamation, 2003}, and The Final Environmenial Assassmant Water Supply

L owrg-Tarrr Water Supply Agraemants Tulare Lake Basin {Reclamation, 2001) and in other
ralerencad decumeants. The projects addressed in these documeants were cantified in
comphance with CEQA and NERFA.

. AIR QUALITY

The project involvas water convayanca to existing turnouls on tha California Aguedus and to an
existing groundwater bank and conveyanca lagilitiss. Tha projact doas not invalve construction
of new fagiilies and will not impact air quanly,

Iy, BIDLOGK-AL RESDURCES

The proposed proyect i 1o acquision of 20, 827 acre-faet of water to be comeeyed 10 the
Acsedale Groundwater Bank using exsting laclites. The 2008 axchange water will be
conyeyed lram Resedale theough axisting SWFP and Buena Vista tacilities o KNWR, This
project will nod require canstruction of new faclities. Construttion aspeets of prowding Leve' 2
and Leval 4 watar supplies to KMWR, and discussion of any related impacts, are disclosed in
Tha Cormvavance of Rafugse Watar Supply Environmental Assassrren! and inftiad Sludy —South
San Joaguin Valey Sludy Arsa (Reclamation, 2003)., Central Vallay Propsct imyvovarman! Act
Finar Programmalic iImpact Stalarmant dArternior 19%39) ang Wildlife Area Water Convayanta
FProjacts. Within Tutare, Kern |, Frasno, Madera, amd Marcad Countigs, Calfornia (FWS, 1999),
Faotential impac!s associated with use af the Rosedale Groundwaler Bank hawve been referanced
in the infroduction of this dogurment ingluding ted Biglogical Opmnns prepared By 1the U5, Fish
and Wildife Service. Impacts related o conveyanoag of water 1o KNWHR have been addressed in
convayange agregments batwesn Department of Water Resourcas, Aeclamation, and KNWHR.
Corveyance of watar thraugh the Cress Valley Canal has been addressed in the inifial
StuchyNepahve Declaration for the State of Calfornia Departmen! of Water Rzsources, The
Uniteg Siates Buragu of Raclamaton and the Cross Valey Canal Comractons interim Semewal
Contract Provding for Non-project Waler Sendcgs (DWHR 2005).

Although some impacts to fishenes are anlicipaled through the implemamation of the CVYFIA,
specilically in lerms of increased water temperatures omn the American and Sacramento Rivers,
and reduced flows in the Sacramento Rivar, no hshenes impacts are anticipated with the
proposed project to convey Rectamalran walar from tha end of the Join Lise Fagilities to Busna
Wrsta and KNWAR, [nformation regarding fishenes impacis related to the OWPLA, and the



associated milgation, can be found o the Central Vatey Profgct improvament Aot Final
Frogrammatic Envirenmontal impact Stetemard {intenar, 1998).

The project, as proposed, will not adversely alHect sny listed species or Iheir habilats, will not
impact riparian or other sensitive plant commurities or federally prolected wetlands, mor will it
ittarere with the movemant of native resident of migratory fish species, or other migralany
wildlife cannidors.

¥. CULTURAL RESOURCES

Tha proposed project will use existing [acilities and tumouts and will not impact cultural
resoLUrces.

V1. GEQOLOGY AND SOILS

Because the project waler will be conveyed using sxisting facililies and turmouts, no impacs 1o
geology or scils will ococur.

VIl. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOLUS MATERIALS

The proposed project involves acquiring and conveying uvp 1o 20,827 acre-leet of water for
KMNWER. Tha project will use axisting lacilties, and involves no consinichion or use of hazardous
materials. Mo hazardous impacts are associated with 1his project.

Y. HYDAQLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

The proposed project will convay up to 20 827 acre-fagt of watar fram O"Maill 1o the Rosedale
groundwatar pank and from Apogsedale Groundwater Bank to KWNWH via SWF faciliies. the
Cress Valley Canal, and Buana Vista lacilities. Tha project, as proposed will not imgact
hydrolggy of waler guahty, Hydrology and water guality mpagts related o implemernialon of
the CVPIA are discussad in tha Central Vallay Projec! improvemeant Act Fngl Programenatic
Eraronment al frmpacl Slatarmant {Infenor, 189%).

IX. LAND USE AND PLANMING

The propest will nol conflicl wilh any Bod use o habitatl consenation plans and will not impact
land usa or planning.

X¥. MIMNERAL AESQURCES
The proposad projedst wall nel impact mineral resources,
X1 NOISE

The proposed project will use exisling taciilies and turnouts, and involves no construction. The
project will nol cause noise impacts.

X'Y. RECREATION



Conveyance of water supplies o would be ysed acoording current refuge management direction
and would not result in any changes in recrealion management, This project will not impact
recraation.

X¥I. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS

The proposed project will ¢orvay up to 20,827 acra-leal of water lo KNWHR using existing SWHE
and Buena Vista facilites and the Cross Valley Canal. The projed requires no new construchion
of tacilities. Conveyance of refuge water is subjed! to Ihe availatility of conveyance capacity in
the Calilomia Aquedust as determined by the DWR, Conveyance will not be provided if it would
advarsely atfact tha quantity and quality of water cormveyed to SWF contractors, or if it would
add to the cost of conveyanca of waler to SWFP contractors, Convevanaes of this water under
Article 55 by KCW A is part of an existing agresment belween KCWA and Kem-Tulare and Rag
Gulch Distrects (KTAG), and conveyance to the Cross Valley Canal is addressed by an existing
agresrmant batwaan CWR and KTRG.

Tha proposed project will not impact utilities or service systems including othar existing watar
agraements.

XV MANDATORY FINEIMGGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

The purpdse af 1he project 15 16 acguite and cohvay 20,827 acra-feet of wator 10 ehable
Feslamaton to comply with the CYPIA mandate 1o provide Level 2 and Lavel 4 watar supplies
I KW R, Conveyrnces under this agreament vall Begin in January 2006 and will go through
Fepruary 28, 2007, Raclamahon is respensibta 1or anquiring the watee, and all contracted waler
supplies will be convayad using existing convayance fadlities and points of discharge. No
construction will oecur for this project, and no signilicant maintenance aclivities are planned.
Aspects of this project, and ralated projects, have besn addressed in The Convayanca of
Rafuge Water Supply Environmasntal Assessment and inifial Study—South San Joaguin Valay
Study Ares [Aeclamation, 2003), The Firal Envirormeontal Assessmeant Refuge Water Supply
Long-Tarm Walar Supph Agreements Tulare Lake Sasin (Raclamation, 2001, 1he U5, Fish
and Wildlife Service memorandurm on the Programmatic Biological Opinicon on Magona! Widtife
Rafuge and Wikihfa Arga Water Convapdance Propgete, Withen Tolare, Kern, Fresno, Madsara,
and Marced Countrag, Catfarra (FWS, 1999, and tha Canlra! Vallsy Creyect Improvernant Act
Fing! Programmatic Envirgnmamial irpact Statamant {Intaridr, 1998) a5 well g5 ather
referanced doouments, This preject will red degrade the quality of the envicsnmenl, reduce the
nabilat of & hsh or wildlile spegies, or cause a dechngin & fsh, wildife, or plant populaticn. The
project will net impact cultural resources, or direcily, or indirectly, adversely aflect human
beings. This project, which will convey up to 20,827 acre-!eet using SWP and cthar existing
tacilitias will not result in cumulalve mpacts. [rnpacls related 1 implementation of the CYRILA
have been addressed in other documednts, including the Cenlral Valley Project Improvemant Act
Firnat! Frogrammalic Envirenmental Impac? Statemant {nterior, 1999).
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