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To: All Interested Persons, Organizations, and Agencies
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Subject: Draft Municipal and Industrial Water Shortage Policy for the
Central Valley Project

Enclosed is a copy of Reclamation’s Mid-Pacific Region draft Municipal and
Industrial (M&I) water shortage policy. The Region’s goal in drafting this
policy was to provide reliability for M&I contractors and if possible limit
M&I water shortages to sensible levels. Please review and comment on the
enclosed M&I water shortage policy by March 18, 1994.

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Betty Riley at (916) 978-5036
(TDD 978-4417). You will be provided a copy of the M&I water shortage policy
once the policy has been finalized.
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Thispolicy is provisional/interimuntil yield studiesareavailablefor reexaminingmunicipaland
industrial (M&I) water shortage provisions.

Theremay occurat timesashortageduring any year in thequantityof watermadeavailableto
the contractorby the United States through and by meansof the Central Valley Project (CVP).
The causeof the watershortagemay be drought, unavoidablecauses,or restrictedoperations
resulting from legal obligations.

Overall therewill be threeLevels of shortages. Water shortageswill be in the rangeof each
Level. Thepurposeof Level 1 is to respond primarily to non-weather relatedshortages.Level
2 is to respondto weatherrelated shortages. Level 3 is to respondto severewatershortage
emergencies,reflecting significant disruption of normal agricultural and community business
activities.

M&I water allocationsmay differ betweendivision of the CVP north and southof the Delta,
providedthat annualallocationsto divisionsnorthandsouthof theDeltawill bewithin the same
Level with the same minimum allocation, unless spevific operational constraintsoccurnorth of
the Delta which do not allow a division the sameminimum allocationasother CVP divisions
north of theDelta. Agricultural waterallocationsmay differ betweendivisionsof theCVP north
and south of the Delta.

Level 1 - Regulatory Impacts Only.

The upper limit for M&I water allocations will be 100 percent of contract entitlement, and the
lower limit for M&I water allocations will be 75% of entitlement, or 85% of historic use,
whichever is greater. Historic usageis calculatedasthe averageCVP waterdeliveriesduring
the last threeyears of normal water deliveries, adjusted for growth. The lower limit for
agricultural waterallocationsis not specified.

Level 2 - RegulatoryPlusDroughtImpacts.

The lower limit for M&I water allocations will be 75 percent of historic use. Historic usageis
calculatedfrom averageCVP water deliveries during the last three years of normal water
deliveries, adjustedfor growth. Level 2 will not be imposedwhen the ContractingOfficer
determinesthat thereis a wet oraboveaveragehydrologicyear,asdefinedusing theSacramento
River Index (40-30-30 Index). The lower limit for agricultural water allocationsis not
specified,and agriculturalwaterallocationsmay go to Level 3 prior to M&I water allocations
leaving Level 2.
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Level 3 - Minimum PublicHealthand SafetyOnly

M&I waterallocationswill go to public healthand safetylevelsascalculatedby theContractor
in theirwaterconservationplanwhich meetstheplanevaluationcriteriasetby theUnitedStates
pursuantto Section3405(e)of PLlO2-575. Water allocationsto Refugeswould be reducedto
allow M&I public healthandsafetyallocationsto continue. Waterallocatedfor fish andwildlife
activities pursuant to PL 102-575 will also fall below 600,000 acre-feet in order to meet M&I
public health and safety water allocations. Agricultural water allocations will be determined on
a case-by-casebasis for sustainingthe life of treesand vines.


