
4)
J3UR~~AU OF REcr~XM1vrIoN

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240
C JUL 2 a 1976

Xeinorandt~.m

To: Rcgional Director, I’N, NP,LC, UC, SI1, till, Lii

rrom: Commissioner

Subject: •Uater Resources--Use and Management

~y our faxogramdated January 13, 1975, you wcretequestcd to comment
~on a proposed departmental policy statement “Watei Resources: Use and

I~anagement” as published in the Federal Recisrer un December 27, 1974.
That statemcnt was subsequently revised .and on Au~;usr 21, 1975,
Deputy Assistant Secretary Waldon - Land aKd Water Resourcessigned
the revised notice which was published in the Federal Re2isCer on
August 27, 1975, for :eview and comment. By our mcmoranouza of
S~ptcmber22, 1975, we reauesred comments on the ::evised policy
~tice. The general tonsensus of the comments re:eived is that the

reauof Reclamation is essentially complying wi;h the Department’ ~
~1 of adequatelyma’iaging those natural resources for w~iich it is

?onsjble. *

informally advised the Assistant Secretary’s o~fice that, with our
‘policy and practice of examining each water and land resources devel-
6~ment project very carefully to assure water conservati~n and water
‘quality protection ji. all of our natural resources allocation programs, -
it -is unlikely that a policy statement is necessary. In view of our
normal planning reoort and environmental impact statement procC55CS,
~n additional water management procedures report would appear to be
duplicative.

The Assistant Secretaiy — Land and Water .Resourccshas agreed that the
~urcau, as required undcr existing law and under established procedures,
is accomplishingthosea~tions’nccessarytoachieve beneficial use of
its vater rcsources. In view of that, thc Assistant Secretary does not
plan to publish guidelinds to implement the policy.. however, in our
Continuing effort to conserve and manage the water and land resources

‘which wa2 OrC responcibie, we must continuc to observe certain policy
guidelines, including the following:

1. The quantity of water allocated to a particular purpose should be no
~norc than ~.an be put to henefizial u~o for iki t intended pLIrpo~e , raking

~to aCcilunt good sound water managementpractices.
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2. tReturn flQws from resource development should be properly man-
aged opcir~um use of that resource.

3. Water rights should be applied for under State procedures as a
matter of comity and cooperation with the affected States pursuant
to sectd.on8 of the 1902 ReclamationAct.

4. AU viable alternatives should be considered before making a
specific allocation of the water resources.

5. Interested State, local, and other Federal agencies are to be
fully informed of proposedresource development programs and the
various alternatives considered before making the resource allocations.

Sgd G. G. STAMM
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