
2. Existing Conditions and Issues 

Table 2-10 
Special-status Species at San Luis Reservoir State Recreation Area 

•
•
•
•
•
• 

San Joaquin Roach Small, ""arm intermittent Status unknown but not 
Lavinia symmetricus streams expected due to the absence CSC 

of surtable habrtat 
AMPHIBIANS AND REPTlLES 
Califomia Tiger Salamander 
Ambystoma califOmlense 

Vemal pools and stock 
ponds in grasslands 

Status unknown but may be 
present Undocumented 
reports from Basatt Use Area. 
Potential breeding habrtat also 
present near the campground 
and may be present elsewhere 
in the prqect area. 

- CSC FC 

Westem Spadefoot Vernal pools and other Status unknown but may be 
Scaphlopus hammond; seasonal ponds present - CSC --

Califomia Red-legged Frog 
Rana aurora draytomi 

Stock ponds and other 
natural and artificial 
permanent aquatic 
habrtats 

Status unknown but may be 
present Not expected to
breed in the project area due 
to the absence of stock ponds 
and other permanent water 
free of predatory fish 
Additional surveys needed to 
confirm breeding status 

- CSC FT 

Foothill Yellow-legged Frog 
Ranaboylei 

Generally restricted to 
shallow, nowing streams 
wrth some cobble-sized 
substrate 

Not expected due to the 
absence of surtable habrtat 
Reported to the CNDDB as 
occurring upstream from Los 
Banos Reservoir in Los Banos 

- CSC -

Creek 
Westem Pond Turtle 
Clemmys malmorata 

Ponds, marshes, streams, 
and irrigation drtches 

Status unknown but expected 
to occur Reported to the
CNDDB from Los Banos 

- CSC -

Reservoir and detention dam in 
1985. O'Neill Forebay also 
appears to be surtable habrtat 

Blunt-nosed Leopard Lizard 
Gambelia slla 

Sparsely vegetated plains, 
alkali flats, low foothills, 
washes. and arroyos 

Not expected Current range 
is restricted to areas farther 
south. The CNDDB includes a 
1931 occurrence from the 

-- CEo 
FP 

FE 

vicinity ofthe San Luis Dam. 
San Joaquin Whipsnake grasslands Status unknown but expected 
MastJcophis flagellum to occur The CNDDB - CSC -
ruddocki includes numerous occurrences 

from lhe Los Banos Valley. 
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Swainson's Hawk 
Buteo swainsoni 

Golden Eagle 
AqUila chrysaetos 

Bald Eagle 
Ha/iaeetus /eucocepha/us 

Prairie Fal on 
Fa/co meXieanus 

Northem Hamer 
Circus cyaneus 

Grasslands, riparian 
woodland, and 
agricuH:ural fields 

Grasslands, open 
woodlands 

Usually found in 
grasslands and open 
woodlands near large 
bodies ofwater 

Grasslands and other 
open habitats with 
nearby cliff for nesting 
sites 

Grasslands, marshes, and 
agricuH:ural fields 

Known to occur at project area 
(observed during 2003 field 
surveys). Known to nest in the 
area including recent CNDDB 
records from O'Neill Forebay 
Wildlife Area (200 I) and Los 
Banos Valle 1985 
Status unknown but expected 
to occur Suitable nesting 
habitat present. 
May winter in small numbers at 
Los Banos Reservoir, San Luis 
Reservoir, and O'Neill Forebay 
Not expected to nest in the 
roect area 

Known to occur at Los Banos 
Reservoir (observed during 
2002 field surveys) Suitable 
nesting located on cliff 
upstream and above Los Banos 
Reservoir. 
Observed during 2002 field 
surveys. Nesting status not 
detenrnined but suitable nesting 
habitat is present. 

CT 

CSC 

CE 

CSC 

CSC 

PD 

Ferruginous Hawk 
Buteo regahs 

Grasslands and 
agricuH:ural fields 

Status unknown but likely a 
regular winter visitor. CSC 

Mountain Plover 
Charadnus montanus 

Grasslands and 
agricuH:ural fields on fiat 
tenrain 

Status unknown but may be an 
uncommon winter visitor CSC PT 

Bunrowing Owl 
Athene cUf71eu/ana 

Califomia Homed Lari< 
Eremophlla alpestns ac1Ja 

Loggerhead Shrike 
Lanius /udovlelanus 

Tricolored Blackbird 
Age/aius me%r 

Grasslands and 
agricuH:ural fields 

Grasslands and 
agricuH:ural fields 

Grasslands and 
agricuH:ural fields 

Freshwater marsh, 
riparian habitat and 
agricuH:ural fields 

Status unknown but likely to 
occur in small numbers during 
winter and the nestin season. 
Observed during 2002 surveys. 
Nesting status unknown but 
suitable habitat is resent. 
Observed during 2002 surveys. 
Nesting status unknown but 
suitable habitat is resent 
Known to nest and forage at 
project area (observed dunng 
2003 field surveys). Emergent 
marsh habitat at Los Banos 
Reservoir may be suitable 
nesting habitat Known to nest 
at O'Neill Forebay Wildlife 
Area. 

CSC 

CSC 

CSC 

CSC 
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San Joaquin Kft Fox Grasslands and open scrub Know to occur in small 
Vu/pes macrotJs mut/ca numbers. Few documented CE FE 

occurrences in recent years 
suggest an unstable and 
possibl declinin po ulation. 

CalifOrnia Native Plant Society (CNPS) US Fish and Wildlik Service (USfW5) 

FE - Federal Endangered 

Ca!lfOma Department ofFish and Game (DFG) fT - Federal Threatened 

CE - State-listed, Endangered FC - Federal Candidate 

CT - State-listed, Threatened PT - Proposed for listing as Threatened 

esc -CaJifomia SpeCies of Special Concem PD  Proposed for delisting 

FP  Fully Protected 

Sourr:e.· CNDDB 2002 EDA W 2002 

The current status of the kit fox in the project area is not known. However, kft foxes were documented 
In the vicinity of the unit on numerous occasions during the I990s. Therefore, ft is presumed that small 
numbers of kit foxes are likely present, at least for short durations, In the project area. There are several 
factors contributing to the uncertainty of the status of the kft fox In the unft. Kft foxes are noctumal and 
seldom detected without Intensive surveys; focused kft fox surveys have not been conducted at the 
project area. Also, most recent kit fox detections have been limited to single individuals identified dunng 
spotlighting surveys or by other survey methods (e.g., track stations). No natal (i.e., breeding) dens have 
been documented In the unit. Therefore, it is not known if a reproducing kft fox population exists on the 
unft or if their presence is limfted to indiViduals occasionally using the unft as a travel corridor. 

In 1998, USFWS issued a recovery plan for the kft fox and other upland species of the San Joaquin Valley, 
The USFWS defines recovery as the process by which the decline of an endangered or threatened 
species IS arrested or reversed and threats to its survival are neutralized, so that its long-term survival in 
nature can be ensured (USFWS 1998). Recovery plans delineate, Justify, and schedule the research and 
management actions necessary to support recovery of a species. The recovery plan includes 
development of a conservation strategy so that various agencies could work collectively to posftively 
impact declining populations of the kft fox and other threatened or endangered species in the valley. 

A recovery action specified by USFWS that is particularly applicable to the project area IS to "protect 
existing kit fox habitat in the northem, northwestem, and northwestem segments of their geographic 
range and eXisting connections between habftat in those areas and habitat farther south." The USFWS 
considers the Santa Nella area Including portions of the unit as crucial to the continued eXistence of the 
San Joaquin kit fox because thiS area has provided a narrow corridor connecting the northem and 
southem kit populations (KFPACT 2.002.). The Kit Fox Planning and Conservation Team (KFPACT), 
which consists pnmarily of biologists representing state and federal agencies, has recently identified the 
range of the kit fox in this region. In the vicinfty of the project area, the kit fox range is confined between 
San Luis Reservoir on the west, and agricuttural lands and wetlands to the east. Future urban 
development in the vicinity of Santa Nella threatens to increase fragmentation in this region and 
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