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New Melones Lake 
Volunteer Opportunities  

 
Visitor Center and Museum Volunteers  
Enjoy working with people? Then join our team of dedicated Visitor Center Volunteers!   
Duties include greeting and assisting visitors, providing maps and information,            
answering phone calls, opening and closing the facilities, and selling annual passes. The 
New Melones Lake Visitor Center and Museum is open daily during the peak season 
from Memorial Day through Labor day 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  During the non-peak 
season the Visitor Center and Museum is closed on Mondays and Tuesdays.  Full or half 
day shifts are available. 
 

 

 
Mastiff Bat Survey Volunteer 
Experience a wildlife survey project! Reliable volunteers will be needed April 
through October for our monthly Mastiff Bat surveys. We count Mexican Free-tail
and Mastiff bats by sight and sound while they exit their roosts at dusk. Mastiff 
bats are a Species of Concern in the United States and we monitor their numbers 
around New Melones Lake. Volunteers should be available once per month for a 
few hours before and after sunset.  Being in good physical condition to hike steep 
terrain and comfortable hiking back in the dark are a must for this volunteer       
opportunity.  
 
 

 

Educational Program Assistants 
Interested in nature and local history? Join the New Melones Lake interpretation   
program and gain experience working with and leading groups through outdoor     
activities.  Assist Park Rangers in leading interpretive hikes, helping with evening 
summer campground programs, participating in arts and crafts or facilitating      
educational activities with school groups. Experience working with diverse ages 
and backgrounds is helpful.  
 
 
Special Event Volunteers 
New Melones hosts several special events each year including Customer Appreciation Day in April, National 
Public Lands Day in September and C.A.S.T. for Kids Fishing Fair in October. Volunteers are needed for    
assistance in many different ways including: equipment set-up, staffing registrat
volunteer coordination, etc.  Contact us for more information. 
 
 

ion or educational booths,  

Native Plant Nursery Assistant 
New Melones Lake is going green!  Our new 8’x 6’ greenhouse needs an experienced 
volunteer to help us propagate and care for our native plants and to manage our         
composting bins.  Other projects may include development of greenhouse and plant care 
guidelines, educational materials including plant labels, school group  activities, etc.  
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 Archive Assistant 
Have good organizational skills? New Melones Lake needs assistance inventorying, organizing and labeling 
newspaper articles, slides, photos and other materials for archiving. A computer and scanner are  available to 
create electronic copies of materials and create a system for organization of data. Computer skills are required 
and knowledge of archiving techniques is helpful. 
 
 
LIVE ON-SITE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
Live-on-site volunteers provide service four days a week with three days off.  
Weekends, evenings and holidays may be required.  A full hook-up campsite 
with water, sewer and electric service up to 50 amps is  provided for a        
minimum of 20 work hours, per occupant, each week.  Volunteers must have 
their own recreational vehicle or trailer.  Experience working with diverse    
populations of the public and handling money is helpful.   
 
 
Campground Host / Entrance Station Assistant Volunteer Positions 
Responsibilities include providing campground host services and assisting in the Entrance Station as needed.  
Visitor Center and Museum shifts may also be required.  See duties listed below.       
 
Campground Host Duties include assisting the Rangers in daily operations of the campground: managing 

ion tags and assisting visitors by answering questions and       
vehicle may be provided to facilitate  coverage of the          

campground occupancy logs, posting reservat
providing maps and information.  An electric 
campground and to assist campers.  No janitorial services are required.  
 
Entrance Station Duties include assisting the Entrance Station staff as needed  
during busy times. Greet visitors, answer questions, provide brochures, maps  
and other printed materials to visitors.  Prepare visitors waiting in line for      
payment and entry.  Check appropriate identification of pass holders, contractor 
and concessionaires for park entry.  Answer the telephone, retrieve and respond 
to messages. 
 
 
Visitor Center and Museum Volunteer Position 
Only one position available for a live on-site Visitor Center and Museum  Volunteer! Duties include greeting 
and assisting visitors, providing maps and information, answering phone calls, opening and closing the        
facilities, and selling annual passes. The New Melones Lake Visitor Center and Museum is open daily during 
the peak season from Memorial Day through Labor day 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  During the non-peak season 
the Visitor Center and Museum is closed on Mondays and Tuesdays.  
 
 
For More Information  
Visit our website at  http://www.usbr.gov/mp/ccao/newmelones/volunteering.html. On the website you may 
download an application, review the Volunteer Incentives form as well as Guidelines for New Melones Lake 
Volunteers.  Or contact: Tracy Neal, Park Ranger/Volunteer Coordinator, Bureau of Reclamation,               
New Melones Lake, 6850 Studhorse Flat Road, Sonora, CA. 95370 
Office Telephone: 209-536-9094 x215  or  tneal@usbr.gov  

February 2013 




