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Salmon Monitoring Team (SaMT) Weekly Meeting 
Conference call: 11/23/2021 at 9:00 a.m. 
Objective: Provide information to the Water Operations Management Team (WOMT), the U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) and California Department of Water Resources (DWR) on 
measures to reduce adverse effects from Delta operations of the Central Valley Project (CVP) and 
the State Water Project (SWP) on salmonids and green sturgeon. Final versions of the Meeting 
Notes, Proposed Action Assessment, and Fish and Water Operations Outlook will be posted 
to Reclamation’s Salmon Monitoring Team webpage. Meeting participants include representatives 
from: California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), DWR, National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), Reclamation, and the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS). 

Agenda Items: 
1. Roll Call 
2. Updates on Water Operations and Biological Conditions 
3. Open Discussion on species status 
4. Live-edit Assessments (Proposed Action Assessment and ITP Risk Assessment) 
5. Additional Considerations/Other Topics 
6. Next Meeting 

 

Agenda Item 2. Updates on Water Operations and Biological Conditions 
Relevant Actions and Triggers 
 
Flows are generally stable or declining due to dry weather (which is forecasted to continue). Likely 
operating to the seven-day average outflow of 2500 through November. 
 
QWest is currently at positive 600 with the DCC gates open and -800 with the DCC gates closed. 
 
Water is only moving through Banks every other day. 
 
Closely monitoring Delta Outflow requirements due to concerns regarding creeping Delta influence. 
 
Jones pumping plant will be dropping from 2700 cfs to 1700 cfs this Thursday 11/25. 
 
Weekly Fish and Water Operations Outlook, Current Operations  
SaMT reviewed and updated the Outlook document. The updated Outlook document will be 
distributed to the SaMT via email by close of business (COB) 11/23/21. 
 

https://www.usbr.gov/mp/bdo/salmon-monitoring-team.html
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The group agreed to add a footnote indicating that the environmental and fish conditions are 
updated by respective watershed groups at varying intervals and may not coincide with the weekly 
range of Water Operations 
 
The SaMT discussed Fish Monitoring Gear Efficiency/Disruptions as addressed within the 
Operations Outlook and updated accordingly.  
 
SaMT Estimates of Fish Distribution 
SaMT estimates of the current distribution of listed Chinook salmon and CCV steelhead, as a 
percentage of each population, are based on recent monitoring data and historical migration timing 
patterns. These estimates are reported in the final Assessment document, available on Reclamation’s 
Salmon Monitoring Team webpage.  
 

Location  Yet to Enter Delta  In the Delta  Exited the Delta   
Young-of-year (YOY) winter-run 
Chinook salmon  

Current:  70-75%  
Last week: 70-80%  

Current: 25-29%  
Last week: 20-29%  

Current:  0-1%  
Last week: 0-1%  

YOY spring-run Chinook salmon  Current:  97-100% 
Last week: 97-100%   

Current: 0-3% 
Last week: 0-3% 

Current: 0% 
Last week: 0% 

YOY hatchery winter-run Chinook 
salmon  

Current: NA 
Last week: NA   

Current: NA 
Last week: NA 

Current: NA 
Last week: NA 

Natural origin steelhead  Current:  93-98%  
Last week: 95-99%   

Current:  2-6%  
Last week: 1-5%  

Current: 0-1%  
Last week: 0%  

 
Agenda Item 3. Open Discussion on Species Status 
No discussion items were noted. 

Agenda Item 4. Live edit Assessments 
Proposed Action Assessment 

SaMT reviewed and updated the current week’s PA Assessment document. The updated PA 
Assessment will be distributed to the SaMT via email by COB 11/23/21. The final assessment will 
be posted to Reclamation’s Salmon Monitoring Team webpage. 

 

ITP Risk Assessment 
SaMT discussed the ITP Risk Assessment document. The updated draft ITP Assessment will be 
distributed via email by COB 11/23/2021 for review by SaMT members with comments due COB 
Wednesday 11/24/2021. The ITP Risk Assessment will be finalized by Monday, 11/29/2021 and 
can be found at CDFW’s Water Project Operations webpage.  
 

Agenda Item 5. Additional Considerations/Other Topics 
No additional considerations for WOMT were noted.  
 

https://www.usbr.gov/mp/bdo/salmon-monitoring-team.html
https://www.usbr.gov/mp/bdo/salmon-monitoring-team.html
https://www.usbr.gov/mp/bdo/salmon-monitoring-team.html
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Watersheds/Water-Operations
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Agenda Item 6. 
The next SaMT Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 11/30/21, at 9 a.m. 
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