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The Bureau of Reclamation’s Tracy Fish Collection Facility (TFCF) in central California was designed in the mid-1950s to divert, collect, and return salvaged fish to the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta (Delta) from exported flows enroute to the C.W. “Bill” Jones Pumping Plant (JPP). Fish diverted from entrainment into the JPP are collected and held in large, circular in-ground holding tanks for up to 24 h awaiting transport and release. Truck transport from the fish facility to fish release sites in the Delta has been the standard operation since facility inception. The TFCF typically maintains two releases sites, Antioch Bridge and Emmaton, although maintenance issues and equipment failure at times allow only one to be functional. The nearby State of California Department of Water Resources fish salvage/release operation recently completed construction of a new site, are constructing two additional sites, and discussions are underway for the two facilities to begin sharing release sites. We offer several recommendations to improve current release procedures, including the alternative of developing new shoreline release tank facilities or returning to modified surface releases using water cannons and releasing into flow.
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