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Subject and Purpose:  Scoggins Dam is an earthen embankment dam that has been identified as 
being at risk in the event of a large earthquake, such as could be caused by tectonic movement 
along the cascadia subduction zone. To address dam safety issues Reclamation is considering 
replacing the oversized spillway with a new narrower and stronger spillway which would also 
involve modifications to the outlet works resulting in increased outflow capacity. An 
Environmental Analysis (EA) will be prepared to evaluate the potential Safety of Dams (SOD) 
modifications. This Peer Review Plan is intended to review the model assumptions and output that 
were used to analyze the effects potential modifications could have on system hydrology, water 
storage, water delivery, minimum flow targets, and flood control which will be used to inform the 
EA. 
 
Impact of Dissemination:   The modeling output compares potential impacts of SOD 
modifications to the No Action scenario and is going to be used to determine the feasibility of 
those modifications. Because of this, the modeling output is expected to meet the definition of 
influential scientific information requiring internal peer input, as defined by Office of 
Management and Budget Final Information Quality Bulletin for Peer Review (70 FR 2664-2677) 
and Reclamation Manual Peer Review of Scientific Information and Assessments Policy (CMP 
P14). 
 
Peer Review Scope:  The modeling assumptions defining the potential SOD modifications and the 
resulting output are the scientific information that will be the basis for resource effects analysis in 
the EA.  This is the information that is the subject of this peer review.  Peer reviewers will be 
asked to provide responses relative to the following questions: 
1. Are the assumptions clearly explained in the documentation of the modeling analysis? 
2. Does the documentation clearly show the effects of the assumptions on the river-reservoir 

system?   
3. Does the document adequately characterize the limitations and uncertainty associated with 

the analysis? 
The scope of this review does not include the selection of RiverWare as the appropriate tool for 
this analysis, the RiverWare software, or the Scoggins RiverWare model because these have all 
been previous reviewed. 
 



 
Timing of Review:  The review period is expected to be August 18-August 31, 2021.  The final 
Peer Review Report is expected to be available on the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation Peer Review 
public website (http://www.usbr.gov/main/qoi/peeragenda.html) by September 30, 2020. 

 
Methodology of Review:  Review will be conducted by individuals.  The identities of the 
reviewers will be disclosed in the final Peer Review Summary.  Review findings/comments will 
be attributed to the individual reviewer.  The peer review process will not provide opportunities 
for public participation; however, the documentation of the modeling analysis will be available 
for review by the public when the Draft EA is published. 

 
Number of Peer Reviewers:  It is anticipated that three peer reviewers will be utilized. 

 
Reviewer Selection Process: Peer reviewers will have education and professional 
experience in hydrologic or river-reservoir modeling.   
 
Peer reviewers will be selected from Reclamation staff inside of the Columbia-Pacific 
Northwest Region and will not have previous involvement in the Study. 

 
Delivery of findings:  The peer reviewers will provide an Excel comment tracker along with a 
summary paragraph highlighting any major concerns or verifying there were no major concerns.   

 
Response to Peer Review:  The summary paragraph will be published on the Reclamation’s peer 
review website (http://www.usbr.gov/main/qoi/peeragenda.html) along with a response if there 
were any major concerns with the documentation.     
 
Federal Register Notice: Federal Register notices will not be provided announcing the formation 
of a peer review team and completion of the final report. 
 

Applicability of the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA): This peer review is not subject to 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) because reviewers are being asked to provide 
individual reviews on the subject matter. Reclamation is not seeking consensus advice from the 
reviewers as a group. 
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1150 N. Curtis Rd. 
Boise, ID  83706 
Tel: 208-378-5380 
Email: mporter@usbr.gov 
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